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Who says “THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS ARE THE HARDEST?” 


We have found them fascinating and 

full of wonderful, memory-making experiences. 
No old-age worries for us . . . 

we're easing into our second century of 
feeling young at heart. 


The following history of Tama, Iowa, is written after reading vari- 
ous early histories of Tama County, newspaper articles by earlier citi- 
zens of Tama, relatives and long time residents, and we trust them to 
be accurate and authentic. 


¥ 


‘oe rit de 


a) 


dit 


Sn ‘oan 8. ae 7 5 
a pant fea eat ek ‘ 


, 
mm 
4 y 


; TAMA 


Earlier histories of Tama tell us the town was 
founded by those who believed that a flourishing 
town would occupy the site then covered by forest 
trees and fields, and today in 1962, one hundred years 
later, the prosperous city of Tama continues to build 
and go forward. Many changes have occurred. 

In 1862 James H. Hollen, who came to Tama Town- 
ship in 1852 with several other early settlers, sold 35 
acres of land to John I. Blair, a New Jersey million- 
aire and railroad magnate. This land now comprises 
the business section of Tama. In 1862 there were three 
residences occupying this site. They were the homes 
of J. H. Hollen, his brother W. T. Hollen and B. A. 
Hall. The ground was platted and the name of Iuka, 
in honor of the soldiers of Tama County who fought 
in the battle of Iuka, Mississippi, during the civil war, 
was given the town. The battle of Iuka described in 
history as brief and bloody was fought as a part of 
the North’s struggle for control of the Tennessee re- 
gion under the leadership of General Rosencrans. A 
number of Iowa regiments participated in the conflict, 
with the Tenth Infantry, whose number included 160 
Tama County men, receiving credit for great bravery. 
The battle ended in a victory for the North. 

Origin of the word “Iuka” has been traced back to 
the Chickasaw Indians, one of the most civilized and 
friendly tribes living in the southern part of the coun- 
try. Inka was an Indian Chief of this tribe who lived 
near the Tennessee river. 

In 1866 the name was changed by the Post Office 
department to Tama City and in 1887 again changed 
to Tama. Tama’s school annual has for years borne 
the name “Iuka.” 

The Chicago and Northwestern Railway was 
building a railroad through “Iuka” in 1862. The Ameri- 
can Express Company established an office, and Mi- 
chael Welch erected a house for railway workers that 
same year. 


The first child born in Iuka was Eva, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Morrison, in July 1861. She later 
married William Rash. 

John Morrison’s was the second house in Iuka. It 
was brought up cna flat car from a point near the 
present town of Chelsea. 

In 1862 the first store was opened by J. H. Beau- 
mont in a small frame building. Several other houses 
were erected in 1862 and “Iuka” soon assumed the 
“appearance of a Village. 

The first biacksmith shop was opened in 1862 by 
C. H. Warner. 

The first warehouse was brought to Tama City in 
1862 from Chelsea by C. K. Bodfish, who purchased 
the first grain bought in Tama. It burned in 1872. In 
the fall of 1863 C. K. Bodfish opened the second store 


and P. K. Hayden built the first elevator. It also 
burned in 1872. 

In January of 1864 M. C. Murdough opened the 
third store and built the first hotel, known as the City 
Hotel. By 1883 there were four hotels, City Hotel, 
The Grand Central, Northwestern and Commercial 
House. 

In 1865 the first wagon shop was opened by M. C. 
Wilson and J. L. Wagner opened the first exclusive 
hardware store. 

Others who embarked in business during the 1860's 
were Thomas Whitaker, R. E. Tewksbury, H. Soleman, 
P. K. Hayden, J. L. Wagner, Patterson Brothers, B. F. 
Myers and Col. James McClung, Jehn Shannon, H. 
Day, A. L. Howard,.C. B. Bentley and Lewis Mer- 
chant. 

Thomas Whitaker established the first Produce and 
Butter and Egg Business in 1863, and another such 
business was established by R. E. Tewksbury in 1881. 

The first drug store was opened by John Shanklin. 

Thayer and Lucas established the first banking in- 
stitution in Tama City. They continued about one 
year, then moved to Clinton, Iowa. C. H. Warren was 
in the banking business a number of years. The First 
National Bank of Tama City was organized in 1871. 

The Bank of Tama was organized in 1871; however, 
it was then known as the Banking House of Carmi- 
chael, Brooks and Co. In 1873, the name was changed 
to the Bank of Tama. 

In 1867 C. B. Bentley began the manufacture of 
brick of a superior quality which was used extensively 
in Tama. About 1,000,000 brick was manufactured 
annually, about half ef which was shipped to other 
areas. Mr. Bentley employed on the average of fifteen 
men. 

The first Grist Mill established here was built by 
Bodfish and Homan in 1868. A saw miil was also built 
in connection with the grist mill. Power used for both 
mills was supplied by a 35 horsepower engine. 

Soon after Iuka was platted in 1862, a post office 
was established with J. H. Beaumont as postmaster. 
It became a money order office July 7, 1873, and an 
international office in 1875. Postmasters following J. H. 
Beaumont were: Thoinas Murray, John Zehrung (the 
year Iuka changed its name to Tama City), A. W. 
Thompson, J. B. Tims, F. J. M. Wonser, Thomas Mur- 
ray (served twice), F. J. M. Wonser (served twice), 
R. E. Austin, Charles Wonser, Steven Smith, J. W. 
Willett, Albert Jackson, Spencer Nelson, John Hyunek, 
Gerald Svacina, and Joseph Chervenka, Jr. 

The post office has been in several locations during 
the past 100 years. In 1865 it was located at the pres- 
ent Tama State Bank site. In 1870 it was moved to 
West Third Street, present location of the west hait 
of Reinbrecht Hardware. Eventually, it was moved 
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back to the present site of the Tama State Bank, then 
to the south part of the I.0.0.F. building. Gerald 
Svacina was appointed Tama postmaster in July 1949, 
and during the twelve years he served, the post office 
was in three different locations. First the north side 
of the main floor of the I.0.0.F. building (now 
Brown’s Tama Furniture Store) at 4th and McClellan. 
Later located in the Soleman Annex building at the 
corer of 3rd and McClellan Street. Finally the new 
modern post office was constructed with 8,000 square 
feet of parking area and all the modern conveniences. 
This new building, adjacent to the Milwaukee Rail- 
road on State Street (now Highway 63) was dedi- 
cated August 1960. To make way for the new post 
office, a house built in the early nineteenth century, 
which housed four generations of the William and 
Hanora O’Brien family, and later sold to Mrs. Frances 
Benda, was razed in 1959. 


In 1869 a petition was presented to the Judge of 
Tama County for the incorporation of Tama City for 
municipal purposes. A census taken by Asa Critch- 
field showed there were 1026 inhabitants, and on 
April 23, 1869, the County Judge appointed B. A. 
Hall, J. H. Hollen, Thomas Murray, C. E. Heath, and 
William P. Browne commissioners to hold an election, 
which occurred July 29, 1869, resulting in a vote of 
105 for incorporation and 5 against. On September 4, 
1869, the first city election of officers occurred. Offi- 
cers elected were: M. A. Newcomb, Mayor; J. H. 
Brooks, Thomas Murray, J. Brice, Jr., S. W. Cole, and 
J. B. Spafford, councilmen; and George W. Walton, 
recorder. Tama became a city second class in 1893. 

The first school was taught before the town was 
platted in 1858, and was held in the home of J. H. 
Hollen. The first building erected for school purposes 
was a small frame building on State Street directly 
opposite the Central School Building. 

Myrtle Mills of Lebanon, Ohio, tells this anecdote 
of those early days in Tama that her father, Honorable 
O. H. Mills, used to tell: 

“Until the addition was built to the old brick school 
house, we got our primary education from a one story 
building that stood on the northwest corner cater- 
cornered to the old high school. This building, known 
as the Brown School House, was also used as a voting 
piace. 

Mr. Bracken was much interested in some projects 
that he wanted passed, and was rounding up all the 
votes he could get. As I remember the story, on ac- 

eccunt of school the election was held at night. It had 

been raining cats and dogs and in that pre-sidewalk 
time the mud was terrific. Nonetheless, Mr. Bracken 
made his way to the top of the hill on the street that 
ran by Dr. Corns and Dr. Thompson properties, and 
called at the home of Reverend Cordner who for years 
was pastor of the Christian Church that used to stand 
just south of the present M.E. Church. 


Mr. Bracken asked the preacher if he had cast his 
ballot. Reverend Cordner told him that he had not, 


‘that the mud was too deep to make the trip. 


“Put on your boots and you'll make it.” 

“But I don’t have any boots.” 

Mr. Bracken studied for a moment, then said, “Tell 
you what. You put on my boots, go down and vote, 
and [ll wait here till you get back.” 

The preacher agreed to this and Mr. Bracken chat- 
ted with his wife while he was gone. After Mr. Cord- 
ner returned and the boots were being transferred 
back to their owner Mr. Bracken asked casually, “I 
suppose you voted for —~——?” naming the project he 
was interested in. 

“Why, no! I voted against it.” 

Mr. Bracken was quite a practical joker but he had 
a good sense of humor and could take it with good 
grace when the tables turned against him.” 

The Methodist Church was the first church to hold 
services in Tama, then Iuka, in 1865. 

The Presbyterian Church held its first services in 
1867, the Baptist Church in 1869 and the Catholic 
Church in 1877. 

Hiram of Tyre Lodge No. 203, A.F. & A.M., was 
chartered December 26, 1865, and was the first secret 
organization in the town. 

Tama City Lodge No. 152, 1.0.0.F., was next or- 
ganized on September 27, 1867. 

Other secret and fraternal organizations followed 
until now all the Jeading orders are represented. 
Histories of many of them may be found in this book. 

The growth of Tama was steady from the date of 
incorporation. From 1870 to 1890 population increased 
from 1026 to 1741 or an average increase of 35 per 
cent for each 10 years. From 1890 to 1900 the in- 
crease was 52 ner cent while the gain for the entire 
county was 13 per cent. Population according to the 
last census in 1960 was 3000. 

In order to bring manufacturing plants to Tama in 
the early days of the town, it was necessary to dam 
the Iowa River and build a reservoir. Largely through 
the efforts of G. H. Warren this was accomplished in 
November 1874, the reservoir built then is now known 
as Lake Cherry. Following is a paragraph from the 
Ilustrated Historical Atias of 1875: 

“Early in 1874 a corporation was formed with a 
capital of $100,000 called the Tama Hydraulic Com- 
pany, who during that season erected an expensive 
dam across the Iowa River nearly four miles west of 
Tama City, a large reservoir on the bottom a little 
southwest of town which they connected with the dam 
by a large and strong acqueduct, and have thus se- 
cured a magnificent water power, and during the sum- 
mer of 1875 several large manufacturers have been 
erected and are now being operated by this power. 
This is an important improvement, and will be a 
source of great advantage to the town for all time to 
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come, and has already given all kinds of business a 
new impetus.” 

“On November 14, 1874, a grand celebration took 
place in Tama, the occasion being the completion of 
the dam and reservoir. There were speeches, music 
galore and a banquet at which roast ox was a feature.” 

We reprint another interesting and more detailed 
account of the Tama Hydraulic Company from an 
early history of Tama County of 1883 as this water 
power had such a very important part in the develop- 
ment of Tama by bringing industry here. 

The Tama Hydraulic Power was the result of en- 
ergy, pluck, and perseverance, displayed by some of 
Tama City’s most prominent business men. These men 
met almost insurmountable obstacles, as to build a 
town and make it a commercial center, capital was 
needed and to bring capital to Tama City they knew 
they needed manufactories and to get manufactories 
here they needed good water power. Tama City being 
an inland town had no water power but Charles Irish, 
while surveying with J. H. Hollen and others before 
the town was platted, found there was enough fall in 
the Iowa River to make possible an extensive water 
power. However, this was years before Tama City 
was laid out, and these men could not at that time 
control the capital necessary, so the idea was dropped. 

Later these Tama City business men decided to re- 
vive the water power subject, and meetings were 
called, resolutions adopted, committees appointed, 
and more surveys were made, which disclosed Tama 
City could have a water power from one io ten thou- 
sand horsepower. 

A dam was built across the lowa River at the nar- 
rows in the northwest quarter of section 30 and a race 
nearly three and a half miles in length, runs through 
sections 30, 29 and 28 and into the reservoir in section 
34. The race has an average width of one hundred 
feet and a depth to carry nearly all the water of the 
river when low. The water crosses Deer Creek in an 
aqueduct. The reservoir covers forty-three acres of 
land. Water was drawn from the reservoir by flumes 
to produce the power to run the machinery and a tail 
race was provided to take the water back to the river. 

Tama Hydraulic and Manufacturing Company was 
organized in February of 1874. Incorporators were 
B. A. Hall, Thomas Murray, J. H. Hollen, L. Mer- 
chant, M. C. Murdough, R. H. Ryan, Horace Day, 
G. V. Goodell, S. C. Brown, S. M. Chapman, and G. H. 
Warren. In 1881 the company sold to Parley Starr. In 
1882 it became the property of the Tama Water 
Power Company which was organized December i2, 
1881, for the purpose of purchasing and operating the 
water power formerly owned by the Hydraulic Com- 
pany. 

One of the manufactories or plants built because of 
available water power was the Tama Paper Mill in 
1878. It employed 15 men on an average and did an 


extensive business. This mill was once destroyed by 
fire and was rebuilt. A complete history of the paper 
mill is found elsewhere in this book. 

Other manufactories came in rapid succession. 

The Union Plow Company established shops in 
1875 consisting of a blacksmith shop 30 by 90 feet 
and a foundry 30 by 50 feet. They manufactured the 
Fearless Plow and the Wauchope grading machine. 
In 1877 after expanding by buying a manufactory 
owned by the Carpenters association they manufac- 
tured a full line of wood working machinery. 

Hydraulic Flouring Mills were built in 1877-78 by 
B. F. Crenshaw who had a pearl barley and hominy 
mill in connection with it. 

A Cooper Shop and Butter Tub Manufactory was 
established on the water power in 1878. About 7,000 
tubs were turned out annually. 

Tama City Brewery was erected in 1877 by Andrew 
Mathern and Company. 

The manufacture of brooms was an important part 
of Tama City’s business. The first broom factory was 
opened in 1879 by P. Hixon. 

A furniture manufactory was established in 1880 by 
C. R. Cleveland. He employed from 6 to 8 men manu- 
facturing al! kinds of furniture, making a specialty of 
extension tables. 

In 1881 Hilton Brothers and Company of Boston, 
Massachusetts, built the Tama Creamery. During the 
summer months they employed 15 men and 12 teams. 
During their first month in business they made an 
average of 400 pounds of butter daily. In 1882 their 
average was 700 pounds daily. Farmers came from 
miles around with teams and wagon with barrels to 
haul home buttermilk as feed for animals. 

A business which meant a great deal to the City of 
Tama, and played an important part in its history, 
was a natural ice business operated by B. F. Hill, then 
by his son Roy Hil!, A. D. Claney, H. G. Greenup, 
and Walter Dutton, the last operator of the plant who 
purchased the business from H. G. Greenup in 1929, 
and harvested ice until 1940. After cutting the ice into 
cakes 22 by 32 inches it was placed in the ice houses, 
filling from the bottom to the top of the building. 
After the house was filled, the ice was preserved by 
covering it with about one and a half feet of sawdust. 

Following is an article by Hugh J. Hill, Sr.: 

“I have no idea as to how far back the natural ice 
business in Tama dates, but I well recall as a boy of 
eight or nine, climbing up on the back of the ice 
wagon (while the driver was delivering a piece of 
ice) and getting a small chip of ice to suck, or gather- 
ing up some of the chips where the pieces had been 
trimmed. 

At that time the business was operated by B. F. Hill 
{no relative, however). 

The cutting of ice on the reservoir, as it was then 
called, was a major operation and provided work for 
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25 or 30 men during a period of two or three weeks. 
There were three large frame ice houses on the area 
just south of where the Sinclair Oil tanks are now lo- 
cated, and in addition to filling these houses, ice was 
usually furnished for both the C&hNW and CMStP&P 
railroads. Long strings of box cars were spotted on 
the track leading to the paper mili on the C&ANW and 
on the Lake Shore track on the CMStP&P. Enough 
ice was cut to fill the C&NW ice houses at Tama and 
Belle Plaine and one on the CMStP&P, I believe, at 
Marion or Atkins. 


As I recall Mr. Claney at one time had a partner 
in the business and during that time built a small arti- 
ficial ice plant on a location just south of the tail race 
and west of the road leading to the paper mill; this 
was not in operation for a very long period, however. 


Ramsdell Brothers operated a broom factory prior 
to 1900 in an old building, which as I remember was 
at one time a flour mill, located on the site where 
Adrian Neil is now located. 


On the east side of the tail race about where the 
‘old Safe Way garage now stands, and south of it, 
there used to be several old frame buildings, which 
we used to explore at times. In some of these build- 
ings were old churns and washing machines, but their 
production had ceased long before and I do not know 
the names. 


Ramsdell Brothers operated a flour mill in a build- 
ing located on the west bank of the tail race about 
where the Recreation building of the paper mill now 
stands; this burned down along about 1910 or 1911. 


In the early 1900’s, sometime after 1909, C. L. Ken- 
yon, who was a salesman for a pump company in the 
Tri-Cities, secured a patent on a pump with pressed 
steel top, handle and brace, and started production in 
the brick building now occupied by Darlo Flower’s 
Truck Line. This feature of the pressed steel parts 
was a big advantage, particularly the handle, for it 
was not too uncommon in the old days to go out to 
the pump on a cold morning and find the pump fro- 
zen. When pressure was placed on the cast handles 
they would snap right off. The cast parts of the pump 
were shipped in from a foundry in Wisconsin and 
finished here; a large press shaped the parts in the 
plant here. This industry continued until World War 
I, when steel became scarce and in order to operate 
a consolidation was made with a factory in Minne- 
apolis and the Tama plant closed. 

The year of 1914 was as I remember the biggest 
year in Tama’s history for improvements. The follow- 
ing are some projects completed during that year: 

The Tama City Hall. 

The Tama Public School (our present grade school). 

The north one-third of the Odd Fellows Building. 


The Dolash Pavilion, now Joe Zeman’s building at 
4th and McClellan Streets, 


The Milwaukee depot and completion of the double 
track on the Milwaukee through Tama. 

The first major re-building program at the Paper 
Mill. J. G. Cherry had acquired the plant prior 
to this time and during the summer completed 
a major building program. 

The brick pavement was laid in the business district 
on Third Street, Fourth Street, Siegel, McClel- 
lan and State, approximately twelve blocks be- 
tween the C&NW and CMStP&P tracks. The 
alleys between Third and Fourth from State to 
Siegel had been paved prior to this time. 

New electroliers (street lights) were placed in the 
business district along the same streets that 
were paved. These were five globe posts, elec- 
tricity being supplied through a cable laid 
along the curb under the sidewalks. Several 
years later these posts were replaced with a 
more modern post with single lights of larger 
capacity; these were later replaced after several 
years with the present lighting system. 

In the fall of the year a big celebration was staged, 
and as I recall, lasted a week. A stage and 
bleacher seats were set up in the Dolash build- 
ing and several acts of vaudeville were im- 
ported for shows in the afternoon and evening. 
Other activities were carried on through the 
business district. The feature attraction was the 
appearance one day only, of the first airplane 
seen by many in this community; this was 
owned by a man by the name of Robinson at 
Grinnell, and if my memory is correct, was a 
homemade affair. He simply flew from Grin- 
nel] to Tama, circled over the town and landed 
in Hegardt’s pasture somewhere across the 
C&NW tracks west of the present golf course. 
This for many like myself who had never seen 
an airplane was a big attraction. 


The next job of paving was 60 blocks of bitulithic 
pavement in the residential district in 1918. In 
‘33 and ’S4 about 70 blocks of concrete pave- 
ment was laid on residential streets. 
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In 1959 and 1960 new sidewalks were constructed 
in the business district. These walks were narrowed 
so that the street proper could accommodate more 
traffic and alleviate the parking problem. Natural gas 
mains were laid in Tama during 1960. 

On June 6, 1936, a gas explosion occurred on the 
south side of Tama’s rnain street (Third Street) busi- 
ness section which destroyed four buildings. These 
buildings were re-built and at present house the busi- 
nesses of Zobel Barber Shop, Harold Hoskins Insur- 
ance, Brook’s-By-Lo Grocery, Iowa Electric Light and 
Power Company, and Denny’s Shoe Store. 

2 2 a ° oe ° 

Tama just before the turn of the century supported 
3 weekly newspapers. This centennial year, 1962, 
there is one weekly newspaper in the city—The Tama 
News-Herald—which is a continuation of two of the 
early newspapers which merged. 

Nathan E. Carnal, father of Mayor E. C. Carnal, 
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started the Tama News in 1895 in the rooms over the 
old harness shop on a corner of main street (East 3rd 
and State Street). It was printed on a hand press 
which later was converted to a gasoline powered en- 
gine. Also at this time, Flavius Josephus Mortimer 
Wonser was publishing The Tama Herald. A few 
*years after Carnal started his newspaper, a third one, 
The Tama Free Press, was started by Wallace R. 
Lesser. Carnal ran his Tama News for 6 or 7 years 
then sold it to a man named Stoops. Lesser went out 
of business, leaving Tama News and The Tama Her- 
ald as competitors. Charles Wonser, son of F. J. M. 
Wonsor, succeeded his father as editor of the Tama 
Herald. Meanwhile, the Tama News had changed 
hands a couple more times. Succeeding owners were 
Mr. Muirhead from Toledo and then Albert Jackson. 

John Hynek, a young writer and reporter who had 
been working on Cedar Rapids dailies, bought The 
Tama News in 1915 and operated it until January 1, 
1925, when he merged with Charles J. Wonser’s 
Tama Herald. The combined newspaper went under 
the new name, The Tama News-Herald. After C. J. 
Wonser’s death in 1931, Hynek bought out the Won- 
ser interests and was editor of the newspaper until 
his death on January 1, 1960. Management of the 
Tama News-Herald is now being carried on by his 
son, David. 

Centennial year also marks the end of hand feeding 
the newspaper press in Tama. When it moved to its 
new building, the News-Herald installed a No. 1 
Miehie newspaper press with an automatic feeder. 
The folding of the newspaper is done on a separate 
machine which is still hand-fed. 

Paul H. Stigers, who as a boy started working for 
John Hynek in 1918, is superintendent of the News- 
Herald’s mechanical department. The News-Herald 
ernploys 4 other men and one woman in the printing 
pliant. The office staff, besides David Hynek, manager 
and writer, consists of a reporter, a bookkeeper, and 
a woman employed part time to handle the mailing 
lists. 

In 1942 Harold and Kenneth Young of Chicago 
were sent by Mr. Keyhoe to open a wood preserving 
plant to be known as the Iowa Wood Preserving 
Company. After four years of operation this business 
was acquired by Joslyn Manufacturing Company. Mr. 
John Heilig was the new manager. During the peak 
of business there were 125 men employed. 

A. wood preservative was used to treat piling, poles, 
lumber and railroad ties. 

Koppers Incorporated purchased this business in 
1960. It is now used for pole storage and a shipping 
terminal. 

e se e ° 6 ° 

A community project originated by the Tama Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Club was fulfilled by 
holding a White Elephant and Rummage sale plus 


many private donations. Proceeds were used to pur- 
chase 17 Japanese Yew trees and red wood planters. 
These were placed four to each block along both 
sides of Third Street. This adds greatly to the beauty 
of Tama’s main street. — 
. Abeut 5 years ago the Tama Garden Club desig- 
nated the Petunia as Tama’s official flower. Tama citi- 
zens are encouraged to cultivate the tradition of plant- 
ing petunias yearly. 
e S es 2 ¢ s 

Voting machines were first used in Tama in 1959 
for primary election, and the second time they were 
used for the general election in 1960 when John F. 
Kennedy was elected President of the United States. 
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Tama has three parks. Oak Park located in the 
north part of the city, between McClellan and State 
Streets, Appleton Park at the east end of Third Street, 
and Willett Park adjoining Lake Cherry Bathing 
Beach. Oak Park has a beautiful fountain donated by 
Will Brice in the late ’90’s at a cost of $2000. Some of 
the playground equipment at the Appleton Park was 
placed there by the Tama Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. Many Tama business men donated to 
this project also. Tama’s parks provide much pleasure 
to tourists as well as to the local people. Oak Park has 
had many improvements each year. 

Tennis courts were developed on the corner of 
Ninth and McClellan streets in the early 1950's. Flood 
lights were added to the court to make evening entei- 
tainment possible. 

The year 1961 brought many improvements to 
Tama, 1962 with proposed new buildings and busi- 
ness ventures promises continued progress and a 


‘greater Tama. 


Eight new homes were completed in 1961, by Carl 
Woodworth, Orien Schultz, Stella Shaw, Charles 
Wright, Joe Vavra, Mr: and Mrs. Warren Hill, How- 
ard Hecker and Amold and Marie Vileta. Nine per- 
mits for remodeling and additions to homes were 
issued and ten permits for private garages. 

New commercial constniction by Dr. Barbieri who 
in 1959 built the Capri Bowling Lanes and in 1961 
added the Cleaning Isle. Much commercial building 
and remodeling has been or is being completed dur- 
ing 1961 and 1962. 

Tama State Bank acquired the former Tama News- 
Herald building adjoining the bank and will remodel 
it for expansion of their premises. 

The new Haywerd Incorporated building was con- 
structed on East 5th Street. It is a 48 by 200 foot, 
one story concrete structure featuring a fibre glass 
front. They manufacture aluminum windows and 
doors. Ronald Hayward is a very progressive business 
man. He designs all of his buildings and keeps abreast 
of the times with many new processes added to the 
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manufacture of his aluminum doors and windows. He 
employs 28 people at the peak of his business. 

The Tama News-Herald this centennial year moved 
across the street into a new building constructed on a 
vacant lot between the Harrison Furniture and Ken- 
neth Blazek’s Tavern. This lot was the former location 
of the Iuka Theater and Benda’s Tavern which were 
destroyed by fire in the night time in December, 1944. 
The Tama News-Herald’s one story building, con- 
structed of cement block, with 6 big plastic skylights 
to bring diffused daylight into the mechanical depart- 
ment, is 47 by 77 feet, about twice the size of its old 
quarters next to the Tama State Bank. 

In 1961 Robert Blythe purchased and remodeled 
the Appel building on 3rd Street which for many 
years was a cafe. Late in the year he maved his Tama 
Accounting offices into this building, which has a 
marquee that connects to Denny’s Shoe Store on one 
side and wil! connect to the Robert Thomas Tama 
Electric Company on the other when the remodeling 
they expect to do in 1962 is completed. Mr. Thomas 
has bought the building formerly occupied by Laird’s 
Department Store and this building will become part 
of the Tama Electric Company. 

Denny’s Shoe Store, owned and operated by Har- 
old J. Davis and James L. Chiodini, is being remod- 
eled and also has a marquee. 

Wallace Butler bought and remodeled the James 
Willett building formerly occupied by Wieland’s and 
moved his jewelry store into it late in 1961. 

In 1961 Harold J. and Mae W. Davis bought and 
remodeled the Carpenter building. The building is 
now the office and small animal clinic of their son, 
Dr. Durwood D. Davis, Veterinarian. The building 
was purchased from Mrs. Ethel F. Carpenter, former 
teacher, private tutor and Toledo librarian, the widow 
of Dr. Carpenter who purchased the building from 
Dr. B. Thompson. The building was rented to Dr. 
J. M. Standefer, Tama physician, prior to World War 
II when he entered service. 

Clyde and Olive Stone remodeled the exterior of 
the McRoberts Store building which Mr. Stone pur- 
chased from the Will Brice estate in 1950. 

The front of the Rosheim Rexall Drug Store will 
be completely remodeled in 1962. The two show win- 
dows will angle in to the center door that is gradu- 
ally ramped from the street. The aluminum and glass 
door will open either way. Panels of blue porcelain 
on steel will cover the transom area. White ceramic 
tile-with colored tiles in a random pattern will cover 
the pilasters on each side of the windows and the area 
under the windows. A seven foot aluminum canopy 
will extend from the store front and Rexall identifica- 
tion of orange with blue lettering will be on the front 
edge and the sides of the canopy. 

A new combined Hardware and Furniture store 
front will be installed by the Reinbrecht Hardware 


and Furniture. A new marquee will take the place of 
the old awning. Ceramic tile will be installed on the 
area below the glass windows and on the pillars to the 
top of the marquee. A bright green porcelain panel- 
ling wil! be installed on the area above. A new narrow 
styled aluminum door will be installed in the stairway 
leading to Dr. Seabert’s office, and new aluminum 
doors will also be installed 30 inches from each side 
of the entrance to Dr. Seabert’s stairway for each 
the hardware and furniture entrance. A small ramp 
will be inside each store from the level of the side- 
walk to the level of the store using red quarry tile on 
the ramp. A wrought iron hand rail will be used along 
the side of the ramp inside the hardware store. A 
large planter will be installed along the ramp in the 
furniture entrance. Carpeting will be used on the 
fioor in the furniture display window, and vinyl as- 
bestos tile will be used on the floor in the hardware 
display window. 

In 1921 as the result of an idea originated by John 
Argall, the Tama Bathing Beach was opened at Lake 
Cherry, and the Tama Bathing Beach Association was 
formed. For many years it has been a popuiar place 
for bathers of all ages. Mr. Henry Taylor, who was 
custodian of Cherry Lake Bathing Beach from 1940 
to 1947, says, “Thousands bathed there, as high as 
five or six hundred a day.” 

In 1958 the Tama-Toledo Swimming Pool was 
opened. Following is a copy of an agreement entered 
into by the officials of both cities which resulted in 
the affirmative vote of the people of both cities to 
acquire land and construct the pool: 

AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this 
2th day of July, 1957, by and between the Incorpo- 
rated City of Tama, Iowa, by its Mayor, upon order 
and by resolution of the City Council of said City, 
hereinafter called “Tama” and the Incorporated City 
of Toledo, Iowa, by its Mayor, upon order and by 
resolution of the City Council of said City, herein- 
after called “Toledo,” WITNESSETH: 

It is mutually agreed by Tama and Toledo as fol- 
lows: 

1. That said Cities shall submit to the voters of 
their respective Cities the proposition of jointly ac- 
quiring land and constructing a swimming pool there- 
on at an estimated joint total cost of $98,000.00 and 
issuing bonds for such purposes not exceeding $55,- 
000.00 for the City of Tama and not exceeding $43,- 
000.00 for the City of Toledo, and further the propo- 
sition of levying a tax annually upon all of the taxable 
property in the respective Cities sufficient for the pay- 
ment of such bonds and the interest thereon. 

2. In the event said proposition is carried by an 
affirmative vote equal to at least 60% of the total vote 
cast for and against said proposition by the voters of 
the respective Cities, it is mutually agreed that all 
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costs of acquisition of land, the construction of said 
joint swimming pool, the necessary engineering and 
legal services shall be borne by the respective Cities 
in the following proportion to-wit: 

City of Tama 55/98 

City of Toledo 43/98 


3. That the ownership, management and control of 
said jointly owned land and swimming pool shall be 
in the exclusive control of the Gity Councils of the 
respective Cities of Tama and Toledo and any ex- 
pense of maintenance, operation and improvement of 
said site and swimming pool shall be borne by the 
respective Cities in such proportion as the latest 
equalized assessed and taxable valuation of property 
in each of said Cities bears to the total of said equal- 
ized assessed and taxable value of property in the 
combined Cities of Tama and Toledo. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOPF, the parties hereto have 
executed this instrument the day and year first above 
written. 

CITY OF TAMA, IOWA 
By E. C. CARNAL, 
Its Mayor. 


ATTEST: 
BESS INGLES 
City Clerk of Tama, Iowa. 
CITY OF TOLEDO, IOWA 
By ED J. SPRINGER, 
Its Mayor. 
ATTEST: 
PAUL R. YETTER, 
City Clerk of Toledo, Iowa. 


The Twin City Laundry was started by F. W. Mills 
March 4, 1894, at 408 State Street in the same build- 
ing that the laundry is using today. Mr. Mills oper- 
ated the business until his death March 24, 1959. Mrs. 
Mills and family still operate the business in 1962. 


One of the older buildings in Tama is owned by 
Merle R. Kensinger. It was erected in 1877 by Andrew 
Mathern. Mr. Mathern came from Elsac, France, in 
1843, and moved to a farm in Ohio. In 1856 he came 
to Tama County where he farmed until 1877. He then 
moved to Tama City—as it was. known then—and be- 
gan the erection of the building to be used as the 
Tama City Brewery. The main part of the building, 
44 by 48, was erected at a cost of $7,000.00. It was a 
two story brick building above ground, the basement 
was divided into four compartments, three of which 
were used for storing beer and the other for brewing 
and ‘washing purposes. The basement was built of 
stone. The walls on the north side are three feet 
through with a four foot foundation; on the east side 
2 four foot foundation and a two foot wall. From four 
to six men were employed, varying at different sea- 
sons of the year. The power used was a twelve-horse 
engine and a sixteen-horse boiler. The capacity of the 


establishment was twenty-five barrels every twelve 
hours. 

After Mr. Mathern’s death the building was sold 
and parts of the building were later used as a pop 
bottling company, ice cream plant, hatchery, dairy 
and grocery business. Mr. Kensinger purchased the 
grocery business from John Kaliban in 1932 and oper- 
ated that business until 1952. In 1936 Mr. Kensinger 
purchased the building from Frank Wolcott. In 1949 
an apartment was built on the south side which has 
been used as the Kensinger family home. The north 
side of the building is occupied by the Kensinger’s 
Real Estate and Insurance business. 

Every community has had their public meeting 
places, and it was in the early 80's that some Tama 
public spirited citizens along with Mr. Hank Soleman 
were instrumental in building the Soleman Opera 
House which is now known as the Mills Theatre. 

The opera house was equipped with an exception- 
ally large stage for those days and on this stage were 
presented many of the country’s outstanding traveling 
attractions of the day. It was surprising the number 
of folks who appeared at the old opera house, who 
later gained world fame, among them being such as 
Marie Dressler and Noah Beery. 

In 1915 the Soleman Opera House was purchased 
by Mr. Frank Mills who also operated the Twin City 
Laundry next door. One of the first improvements 
made by Mr. Mills was to pipe steam heat from the 
laundry to the opera house. After making other irm- 
provements the name was changed to the Mills Thea- 
tre. 

The Mills Theatre having a flat floor with remov- 
able chairs was popular for roller skating and also 
public dancing. Also high schoo! plays, graduation 
exercises and other public events. One outstanding 
yearly event was a big dinner served by the Catholic 
Ladies of the community, and a big dance in the 
evening. Also Tama presented a yearly minstrel show 
with local talent. Tama had several musicians with 
unusual talent, and severa] piano players as well as a 
Tama band or orchestra which played quite regularly 
for dances and local events. Thus Tama through 
those years not only enjoyed talent but had much 
talent in its local midst. 

However, the silent movies were catching the pub- 
lic’s fancy, and from 1909 until 1918 Tama had sev- 
eral nickelodeons cperated in various store buildings 
on main street. The admission was only 5 and 10 
cents. Often patrons visited two different nickelodeons 
in the evening. Mr. Russell and Mr. Fife were among 
the first theatre operators in Tama. Later Colone! 
Yerkes and Ralph Fife took over from Russell and 
Fife and remodeled a garage building where the 
Tama News-Herald building is now being built, thus 
the nicekodeon was going out and the movie theatre 
was coming in. 
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In about 1921 Mr. Ben Potter converted the Mills 
Theatre into a movie theatre at which time the floor 
was raised. Mr. Potter later sold out to a Mr. Kelly 
and in about 1923 a Mr. Jornegan purchased both Mr. 
Kelly’s Mills Theatre and the old Idle Hour from 
Ralph Fife. He in turn sold out to a Mr. Michels who 
was here only a short time. 

In July of 1926 Wesley Mansfield of Omaha took 
over the operation of the Idle Hour and the Mills 
Theatre and presented silent movies in both theatres 
nightly. Music was furnished by a piano player in the 
front of the theatre who cued the music to the action 
on the movie screen. Sometimes small orchestras were 
used for unusual pictures. Later a mechanical pipe 
organ was installed in the Idle Hour and for a time 
was considered to be the ultra in movie theatre music. 

But in the fall of 1928 sound and talking pictures 
were being introduced in the larger cities and in Jan- 
uary of 192G Tama presented their first talking pic- 
ture. At first it was a novelty and equipment was ex- 
pensive and also hard to secure. However, John Smith, 
a local boy, was operating the motion picture ma- 
chines at the Idle Hour, and he with the help of Wes 


Mansfield assembled their own equipment and pre- 
sem.eu the new Vitaphone or talking pictures. Later 
on reguiar equipment was installed. Thus Tama boast- 
ed of being the first small town west of the Mississippi 
River to have talking pictures. 

In the spring of 1931 the Idle Hour Theatre was 
gutted by fire. The building was completely remodeled 
and modernized, and reopened with all new movie 
equipment, upholstered seats and a neon lighted can- 
opy, the first large neon sign on Tama’s main street. 
A contest was staged to select a name for the new 
theatre. Over five hundred names were submitted. 
The name “Tuka” was selected. Talking pictures were 
now bringing the voices and talents of the world’s 
leading entertainers to the screens of small towns and 
movies were the popular entertainment for all. 

But again fire took its toll in December 1944 when 
the Benda Tavern next door to the Iuka Theatre 
burned during the night and the Iuka Theatre was 
destroyed also. These were war years, building mate- 
rials were hard to secure, and thus it was not possible 
to rebuild. From then on the Mills Theatre presented 
regular movie programs, and is still in operation. 


TAMA AIRPORT 


OLSEN AND VARNUM AIRPORT 


Tama’s airport is located % mile south of down- 
town Tama on the west side of U.S. Highway 83. It 
was established by Rowland Hubka on land belong- 
ing to the Fannie Hanus estate. 

In 1952 operation of the airport was taken over by 
Vernon R. Olsen and Victor V. Varnum. Later they 
purchased the 103 acres from the Hanus estate and 
have continued operation of the airport to the present 
time and have made several improvements to it. 
Among the improvements are: constriction of a new 
hangar 26 by 144 feet, with space for 5 airplanes, 
each having its own door, grading a new runway 200 
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by 2600 feet and a system of drainage ditches and 
dikes. 

A 50 by 52 foot hangar with a 12 foot door will 
accommodate any airplane that can land here. 

Hangar space, gasoline, vil, telephone, instruction, 
and week end charter service are available. A system 
of runway lights for night operations is planned for 
the near future. 

° s ° 2 2 ° 

The first bowling alley was located on East Third 
Street with four lanes. This was in 1914 and owned 
by J. W. Kime. 

Duck pins were very popular, and one of the largest 
was located in the old Harrison Garage building, 
which had eight lanes. They also had organized team 
play. 

On the second floor of the Zeman Building (then 
known as the Dolash Building) there were lanes op- 
erated by Claude Dowd and a Mr. Silvers. Later it 
was operated by Harry Shefchik and his wife, and 
still later by Arthur Mason. 

Harry Brooks operated a bowling alley in the Har- 
rison Furniture Store building. 

Tama’s first bowling lanes, excluding duck pins, 
were opened by Boyd (Swede) McConnell, who in- 
stalled eight lanes with semi-automatic pinsetters in 
the Joe Zeman building in the summer of 1957. 

The Tama-Toledo Men’s Bowling Association was 
organized that same year. Their elected officers were: 
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Carl Salomone, President; Harold Pagel, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Durwood Potter, Secretary; and Ronald Ander- 
son, Treasurer. 


The Tama-Toledo Women’s Bowling Association 
was organized in 1957 also. Their elected officers 
were: Connie Shocp, President; June Moore, Vice- 
President; Jeannene Scott, Secretary-Treasurer; and 
Loretta Quigley, Sergeant-at-Arms. 


Out of these organizations came the following 
teams: 36 Women’s teams, 60 Men’s teams, 20 Junior 
Bowling teams, and 8 Mixed teams. 


In the spring of 1959 Dr. Angelo Barbieri of Gar- 
win started construction on a new building, and he 


installed twelve lanes with fully automatic pinsetters. 
This was completed for league play in the fall of 1959, 
one of Central Iowa’s finest bowling lanes. Its plush 
interior was fully carpeted and complete with a 
lounge and snack bar. Bowlers from all over the State 
of Iowa have at one time or another visited this beau- 
tiful bowling palace. Dr. Barbieri gave it a very ap- 
propriate name, The Capri Lanes. 

In 1961 Dr. Barbieri began another addition to this 
building. He installed a complete Laundry and Dry 
Cleaning Machine establishment, which is coin oper- 
ated. This is also a credit to the City of Tama. This 
was completed on December 10, 1961, and called the 
Cleaning Isle. 


HISTORY OF TAMA‘S SCHOOLS 


“LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE” 


Tama’s First School 
Tama’s first school was held in the home of J. H. 
Hollen. In 1858, the citizens of Tama built a small 
frame building for a schoolhouse, where Mrs. Jessie 
Leonard’s home now stands. Miss Armenia Wilcox 
was the first teacher. 


Union School Building 


As Tama grew so fast, the need was felt for more 
room, so a larger building, built of red brick, was 
put up in 1865 and 1866, at a cost of $20,000. An 
addition to this building, costing $6,000, was erected 
during the ’80’s. 

Appleton School 


Late in the 1890's, the Appleton School was built 
in the south part of town on what is now East Third 
Street in Tama, at a cost of $3000, This school was 
for the accommodation of children living south of the 
Milwaukee Railroad tracks. A few years back this 
building was condemned, and has been torn down. 
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Top row: Gazelle Mead, Fay Carnal, Georgia Forsythe, Nel- 

lie Brown, Lucile Gorgas, Mable Alexander, King, 
. Patterson, unknown, Mrs. Mary A. Richards. 

Second row: Hazel Tanner, Ethel Huffman, Fern Starbuck, 
Adra Powers, Bernice Ball, Helen Tanner, Mary Aldrich, Pearl 
Groves, Edna Brown, Hazel Recter. 

Third row: Ed Youngman, unknown, Earl Spooner, Chauncey 
Wressel, John R. Reid, unknown, unknown, Charles Srown, 
Raymond Smith, Lee Stoneking. 


Bottom row: Clarence Hegardt, Robert Forbes, James Dun- 
hom, Harry Bates. Teacher: Mary Richards. 
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OLD PUBLIC SCHOOL, TAMA, iOWA 


The grounds are being used as a playground for the 
children in the south part of town. 
Central School 

A brick school building was built in 1914, on State 
Street between Eighth and Ninth Streets. This build- 
ing was rade large enough to accommodate pupils 
from Kindergarten through High School. This build- 
ing has long since been outgrown, and now is used 
only for elementary pupils. 

Tama High School 

A high school was built on the site formerly occu- 
pied by the former J. H. Brooks home at Ninth and 
Siegel Streets. This building cost $143,000. As this 
was a P.W.A. project, $65,000 was furnished by the 
Federal Government, and the rest of the money was 
raised by selling bonds. This building was dedicated 
March 1, 1939. 

Kindergarten 

A residential home at the corner of Eleventh and 
Siegel Streets is being used as a school for Kinder- 
garten children. 


St. Patrick’s Catholic School 


. 


x 


The Franciscan Sisters, with the assistance of Fa- 
ther Carroll, established St. Mary’s Academy in 1594. 
This served as a boarding school for children who 
lived out of town, and as a regular school, through 
12th grade, for Catholic children. In 1926, the Sisters 
of Charity, B.V.M., came to conduct the school, 


12 


AEE Ne ee 
— 


ll nnn Se eee 


changing it from a boarding school to an elementary 
day school, known as St. Patrick’s Parochial School. 
Feeling the need for expansion, they bought a piece of 
land from the Appleton Estate on Ninth and Park 
Streets and began construction of a building in 1959, 
finishing it in 1960, at a cost of $241,314. This build- 
ing accommodated children from first through eighth 
grade. One hundred and fifty children are enrolled 
at the present time. 
The Tama County School for the Retarded 

The Tama County School for Retarded Children is 
located in Tama at W. Fourteenth and Siegel Streets. 

A group of people, interested in what could be 
done for handicapped children, banded together as 
“Parents and Friends of the Handicapped.” In 1953, 
a school was organized which was held in the base- 
ment of the Tama Public Library. The beginning en- 
rollment was seven pupils. 

The organization saw the need for a building of 
their own, and in 1958 purchased a cement block 
building on W. Fourteenth Street, where the school 
is now located. The enrollment has varied from five 
to nine pupils. This school is supported by the pro- 
ceeds from a “Drive for Funds” conducted each No- 
vember, and other contributions. 

Tama Independent School District 

First graduating class of Tama High School was in 
1876 with 3 graduates. They were: Loren Price, Eva 
Price and Theodore Bradford. 

Community School District of South Tama County 

Graduates 1961 — 114 

Under the newly reorganized district as of July 1, 
1960, Tama Independent School District became a 
part of the South Tama County Community School 
District. This new district consists of an area of ap- 
proximately 245 square miles including the towns of 
Chelsea, Toledo, Montour and Tama with an enroll- 
ment of 1488 elementary school pupils (kindergarten 
through eighth grade) and 637 (ninth through twelfth 
grades), totaling 2125 students. This makes this school 
district the 28th largest in Iowa and has been de- 
scribed by the State Department of Public Instruc- 
tion as one of the best reorganized districts in the 
State. 
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HOUDYSHELL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 
Back row: Unidentified, Hattie Carpenter, Gertrude Zolman teacher), Mable Werner. Front 
row: Charley Mecher, Albert Beem, Carl Houdyshell, Aaron Houdyshell, Heien Bentley, un- 
identified, unidentified, unidentified, Laura Holden, Roy Houdyshell. 
School built from brick made on the Bentley farm which is now the Willard Houdyshell 
farm. The school was located on the south side of Highway 30, across from the present Wil- 
lard Houdyshell home. It was the first school to consolidate with the Tama School, about 1914. 
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DEDICATION OF CORPORATION TERRITORY 


The Original Town of Iuka 

Was dedicated by John I. Blair, November 18, 1862, 
and embraces the NW'%4 of NE% of Sec. 34, Twp. 83, 
Range 15, except 5 acres on the west side. 
: Bodfish and Browne’s Addition to “Iuka” 

Dedicated by C. K. Bodfish and Wm. P. Browne and 
Martha A. Browne, Nov. 1, 1864, lying in SW% of 
SE%, 27-83-15. 

Bodfish and Harmon’s Addition to “Iuka” 
Dedicated by Lewis Merchant, May 2, 1865, and em- 
bracing part of W% of SE%4 of SE, 27-83-15, and 
a part of W% of NE% of NE%4, 34-83-15. 

Browne’s Addition to “Iuka” 
Dedicated by Wm. P. Browne and Martha Browne, 
May 2, 1865, and lying in SW%4 of SE, 27-83-15. 
Holien’s Addition to “Iuka” 
Dedicated by J. H. Hollen and Eliza Hollen, Nov. 13, 
1866, and situated upon SE%4 of SW, 27-83-15. 

Geer’s Addition to “Tama City” 
Dedicated April 13, 1869, by John R. Geer and is lo- 
cated upon E¥% of NE, 34-83-15. 

Park’s Addition to “Tama City” (Number 1) 
Dedicated May 22, 1869, by Oscar Parks and located 
upon SW of SW44, 27-83-15. 

Park’s Addition to “Tama City” (Number 2) 
Dedicated by Oscar Parks, May 22, 1869, situated in 
NE of SE%, 27-83-15. 

Hall’s Addition to “Tama City” 

Was dedicated by Benjamin A. Hall, Nov. 11, 1869, 
and is situated upon SE%4 of SE%4, 27-83-15. 

Carmichael’s Addition to “Tama City” 
Dedicated Sept. 22, 1870, by Lewis Carmichael and 
Mary Carmichael and located in SW% of NEM, 27- 
83-15. 

W. T. Hollen’s Addition to “Tama City” 
Dedicated by W. T. Hollen and Mary J. Hollen Dec. 
8, 1871, and situated upon the East 623% feet of 
NEY of SW, 27-83-15. 

Central Addition to “Tama City” 

Was dedicated by Norman Lewis, et al, April 19, 1873, 
and is a part of the NE44 of SE% and a part of the 
NW SE, 27-83-15. 

Water Power Addition to “Tama City” 
Dedicated July 13, 1874, by The Blairstown Lot and 
Land Company and lying in SW% of SE%4,. 34-83-15. 

Hall & Warren’s Addition to “Tama City” 

Was dedicated March 14, 1876, by B. A. Hall and 
E. M. Hail and G. H. Warren and K. L. Warren and 
located upon SW¥%4 of NEY, 34-83-15. 

Plumb’s Addition to “Tama City” 

Was dedicated Dec. 14, 1881, by B. A. Hall and E. M. 
Hall, Ida B. Plumb and W. T. Plumb, Mary E. Car- 
michael and H. F. Carmichael and is situated in SE%4 
of SE%, 27-83-15. 

Page’s Addition to “Tama City” 
Dedicated Oct. 6, 1882, bv Marv EF Page and Thad- 
deus Page, situated upon SW%4 of NE, 34-83-15. 

Appleton’s Addition to “Tama City” 
Dedicated Dec. 27, 1882, by Richard W. Appleton and 
Cora A. Appleton and located upon the SW%4 of 
SW14, 28-83-15. 

Murdough’s Addition to “Tama City” 
Dedicated by Andrew C. Murdough, July 2, 1884, and 
located upon SE% of SW, 27-83-15, 
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. Ahlbrecht’s Addition to “Tama” 
Dedicated Aug. 6, 1890, by Wm. H. Ahlbrecht and 


Mary A. Ahlbrecht and situated in SE% of NE%4, 34- 


82-15. 


; Hall’s Second Addition to “Tama” 
Was dedicated Nov. 28, 1892, by B. A. Hall and E. M. 
Hall and is located in SE% of SE%4, 27-83-15. 

Brooks & Brice’s Oak Park Addition to “Tama” 
Was dedicated May 31, 1893. bv Arthur T, Reanks, 
and Sena B. Brooks and William E. Brice and Minnie 
H. Brice and located upon SE% ot NE*4 anu tue 
SW% of NE%, 27-83-15. 

C. J. Wonser’s Addition to “Tama” 
Dedicated by Charles J. Wonser and Josephine G. 
Wonser, July 20, 1893, and located upon SW of 
NE, 34-83-15. 

Blythe’s Subdivision of Block Two of 

Carmichael’s Addition to “Tama” 

Was dedicated by Mary Blythe and Robert Blythe, 

May 2, 1894, and is situated in Carmichael’s Addition 

heretofore dedicated. 

Carmichael’s Subdivision of Block Four, 

Central Addition to “Tama” 

Was dedicated May 1, 1891, by S. D. Carmichael and 

embraces the E. 142 feet of Block 4, Central Addition 

heretofore described. 

Carmichael’s Second Subdivision of Block Four, 

Central Addition to “Tama” 

Was dedicated by Steven D. Carmichael, March 3. 

1893, and is situated upon the West 140 feet of Block 

4, Central Addition. 


John R. and Grace M. Reid Plat 

WHEREAS, on the 8th day of September, 1953, 
JOHN R. REID and GRACE M. REID, husband and 
wife, the owners of the real estate hereinafter de- 
scribed, filed in the office of the City Clerk of the City 
of Tama, Iowa, a proposed Plat of the following tract 
of land, situated in the City of Tama, Iowa, towit: 

Commencing at the East Quarter corner 
of Section 27, Township 83, North, Range 15, 
thence South 45 feet to point of beginning 
thence South 487 feet along the east line 
Southeast Quarter of Section 27-83-15, thence 
S 89° 58’ W 695 feet, thence N 0° 08’ E 60 
feet, thence N 89° 58’ E 225 feet, thence N 
0° 08’ E 447.8 feet to a point on south right 
of way line of highway #30, thence N 89° 
50’ 186.6 feet along said right of way line, 
then southeasterly 284.6 feet along a 1860 ft. 
radius curve concave southwesterly and hav- 
ing a central angle of 8° 46’ to point of be- 
beginning. The east line of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 27-83-15 is assumed to run 
north and south, and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Tama, 
Iowa, has considered the. said Plat and finds that the 
said Plat conforms to the provisions of Chapter 409 
of the 1950 Code of Iowa, and that it conforms as 
nearly as practicable to the size of the blocks of said 
City, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE INCORPORATED CITY OF 
TAMA, IOWA, that the said Plat be and the same is 
hereby approved, and the Mayor and the Clerk of the 
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said City are hereby directed to certify the approval 
of the said City Council upon said Plat. 
Passed and approved this 8th day of September, 


A.D. 1953. 
E. C. CARNAL, 
Mayor of the City of Tama, Iowa. 
ATTEST: BESS INGLES, - 
City Clerk. 

Fulton’s Addition to the City of Tama, Iowa 
Dedicated by Lester V. Fulton on the 5th day of No- 
vember, 1956. Beginning at a point on the south line 
of Reid’s Addition to the City of Tama, Iowa, 532 feet 


South and 162 feet West of the Northeast Corner of 
the Southwest Quarter (NE Comer SE%) of Section 
Twenty-seven (27), Township Eighty-three (83) North, 
nT 15, West of the 5th P.M. (Iowa). Thence Scuth, 
aralle] to the East line of said Southeast Quarter 
SE), Section Twenty- seven (27) 456.7 feet to the 


~ North line of Park’s 2nd Addition to the City of Tama, 


Iowa, thence Westerly along said North line of Park’s 
Qnd Addition 832.5 feet, thence Northerly 460.3 feet 
to the South line of Eleventh Street, thence Easterly 
along the South line of Eleventh Street 831.5 feet to 
the point of beginning. 


BUSINESS FIRMS AND MEN IN TAMA 


Year 1875 


J. H. Brooks—Banker 
J. L. Bracken—Grain Dealer 
. Brice, Jr.—Wholesale & Retail Grocer 
omas Brice—Grocer 
L. Carmichael—Railroad Contractor 
Chapman & Grove—Publishers, Tama Press 
W. &. Cambridge—Tama Citizen 
he haw & Free—Grocer & Flour Manufacturer 
G. W. Cowles—Millright, Carpenter & Jointer, Justice 
of Peace 
M. M. Churchill—Cabinetmaker 
W. H. Cummings—Blacksmith 
Donald Clement—Biacksmith 
Sei . Averill—Agricultural Implements, Seed & 
oa 
S$. D,. Dye—Harmon House 
Henry Deetjen—Insurance Agent 
A. W. Guernsey--Attorney at Law 
E. Harmon-—Attormey at Law 
J. H. Holien—Farmer, Justice of Peace 
A As Hollen—Livery 
O. H. Humiston—Murdough House 
P. 3B. Hill—Retail Grocer 
Charles Homan—Grist & Flouring Mill 
C. H. Ketner—Grain Dealer 
Cyrus King—Pump Manufactory 
Q. Hi. Mills—Attorney at Law 
Thomas Murry—General Merchant 
M. C. Murdough—General Merchandise & Agricul- 
tural Implements 
Joseph Maiden—Farmer 
J. W. Morrison—Saloon & Billiard Hal] 
W, E. Newcomb—Farmer, Apiarian & Broom Maker 
Parker & Lewis—Farm Implements, Coal, Lime, Ce- 
ent, Etc. 
Oscar Parks—-Farmer & Stock Dealer 
Elijah Park—Farmer & Stock Dealer 
T. Park—Stock Dealer 
E. G. Penrose—Hardware 
H. Solernan--Druggist 
J. A. Shannon—Harness Maker 
O. A. Stanchfieid—Carpenter, Jointer 
John Soth—Blacksmith 
W. H. Tiifany--Attorney at Law 
James Thompson—Druggist 
C. D. Terry--Lumber, Posts, Piano & Organs 
J. B. Tims—Grocer 
G. H. Warren—Cashier, First National Bank 
R. C. M. Wells—Hardware 
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Louis Wentz—Furniture 

J. F. Ward—Millwright 

M. C. Wilson—Wagon & Carriage Maker 

F. L. Willrodt—Saloon 

Year 1879 

Tama City Hydraulic Works—B. A. Hall, President 

E. G. Penrose—Hardware, 3rd & McClellan 

James M. Burge—Cigar Manufacturer, 3rd Street 

Madison Bostwick—Carpenter 

Bostwick House—S. Russell, Manager, State & 4th 
Street 

C. C. Harris & Bro.—Painters, McClellan Street 

C. Homan—Steam Saw & Flouring Mills, C. Homan, 
Manager 

Thomas Whitaker—Produce Dealer, 4th & McClellan 

E. H. Price—House Contractor, Empire Block, 3rd 
Street 

L. A. Graves—Harness Manufacturer, 3rd Street 

William Richards—Boots & Shoes 

John F. Hegardt—Meat Market, 3rd Street 

John Nicholsen—Dentist, 3rd & McClellan 

W. H. Hawk -— Agricultural Implements, 3rd Street 
Southside 

W. H. Tiffany—Attorney 

J. L. Bracken & Co.,—Grain & Stock Buyers 

J. T. Flathers—Meat Market, McClellan Street 

J. T. Matson—Bakery, 3rd Street 

Dr. William Corns—3rd Street 

J. H. Easton—Tailor—Over J. B. Timms Store, 3rd 
Street 

C. W. Snyder—Furniture, 3rd Street 

Bank of Tama—Lewis Carmichael, Pres., 3rd Street 

Mills s Guernsey—Attorneys at Law, 3rd Street South- 
side 

W. D. Worrell--Grocer 

C. D. Terry & Co.—Lumber Merchants, State Street 

T. A. Bristo]—Jewciry, 3rd Street 

H. Soleman—Agriculture 

First National Bank—B. A. Hall, Pres. 

Hall & Carmichael—Hardware, 3rd & McClellan 

Brooks & Holraes—Dry Goods, 3rd Street 

Soloman Bros.—Livery & Feed Stable, 4th & McClellan 

Hydraulic Flouring Mills—B. F. Crenshaw, F. B. & 
E. E. Ramsdell, South Siegel — 

The Paper Co.—J. Ramsdell, President, South Sie gel 

A. L. Howard—Butter Tub Factory, South Siegel 

Union Plow Co,—G. H. Warren, President 

Dr. Benjamin Thompson, M.D.—Office in R. M. Coffin 
Drug Store 

Mahana & Co.—Wind Mill Manufacturer, Dr. J. R. 
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Mahana, President 
Thomas Murry—Dry Goods 
W. F. Sterling—Boot & Shoe Store 
C. L. McClung—Painter 
Thomas Brice—Grocer 
J. Brice, Jr.—Grocer 
S. W. Grove—Democrat 
Cleveland Bros. & Gilbert—Furniture 
E. R. Coyle—Restaurant 
G. B. Alden—Photographer 
Ebersole & Willett—Attorneys 
G. D. Sherman—Justice 
W. E. Newcomb—Broom Factory 
Puth Bros.—Clothiers & Tailors 
L. H. Brannen—Pacific Hotel 
C. H. Kentner—Grain, Stock Buying 
Mrs. S. P. Barrett—Millinery 
W. H. Cummings—Blacksmith 
R. M. Coffin—Druggist 
Wonser Bros.—Books, Stationery 
J. Morrison—Oysters & Billiards 
G. Voss—Saloon 
P. Peterson—Barber 
F. N. Warren—Insurance 
Rhodes & Homan—Builders 
H. Page—Drayman 
J. D. Laudie—Dry Goods 
M. C. Murdough—Dry Goods 
M. A. Wilson—Wagon Shop 
J. C. Mathews—Boot & Shoe Shop 
Williams & Hapgood—Painter 
Tims & Jackson—Grocer 
T. H. Bruhn—Grocer 
F. J. M. Wonser—Herald 
J. P. Hixon—Broorn Factory 
A. Mathern & Co.—Brewers 
E. Harmon—Harmon House 
Delmonice House—Mrs. Felstead, Mgr. 
H. Day—Grain & Stock Buying 
Mrs. M. Ingham—Millinery 
D. Clement—Biacksmith 
H. Soleman—Druggist 
Rheimer—Saloon 
M. C. Murdough--Livery 
A. Wiseman—Drayman 
Thurston & Garish--Painters 
Pearl Barley Mills 
C. H. Kentner—Insurance 
A. W. Guernsey—Justice 

Year 190i 

The Soleman House—Ward & Snyder, Prop. 
The Midland Hotel—Frank D. Wolcott, Prop. 
First National Bank—J. L. Bracken, Pres. 
Farmers Merchant Bank—Andrew Jackson, Pres. 
C. A. Hilton—Furniture Dealer 
C. F. Shaw—Hamess Dealer 
Richards & Burley—Retail Shoe Business 
W. H. Appel—Retail Shoe Business 
Z. Solomon—Clothing & Gents Furnishings 
E. A, Poyneer & Co.—Lumber Dealers 
U. S. Johnson & Co.—Hardware Store 
Morrison Produce Co.—T. W. Bixby, Mer. 
Joseph Svacina—Harness Manufacturer & Dealer 
F. L. Mattison—Meat Market 
Twin City Laundry—F. W. Mills, Prop. 
Ainsley Sisters—Milliners 
Maxlin Cafe—Corns & Rice, Prop. 
Helen Trunk—Millinery 
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Midland Stables—A. D. Letch, Prop. 

T. C. Blue—Grocery & Shoe Business 

Tama Bottling Works—S. D. Williamson, Prop. 
P. P. Schrock—Furmiture Dealer 

W. E. Houk—Grocery Store 

Soleman & Son—Drug & Jewelry 


~The Grand Leader—J. B. Tims & Son, Prop. 


J. M. Cosford—Livery Stabie 

S. C. Huber—Attorney 

Wm. S. Gallagher—Attorney 

Chas. H. Hansen—Jewelry Store 

S. Smith—News Stand, Agent for U. S. Express 
Oak Pharmacy—W. C. Snyder, Prop. 

Tama Paper Co.—J. H. Batchelder, Pres. 
Hawkeye Manufacturing Co.—Davidson & Strite 
C. B. Bentley—Brick Yard 

Ramsdell & Co.—Broom Factory 

Hydraulic Flouring Co.—B. F. Crenshaw, Prop. 
F. W. Brokhausen—Lumber & Coal 

B. L. Clutier & Co.—Dry Goods 

R. M. Coffin, Drug Store 

E. G. Penrose—Hardware 

Anderson Lunch Room—Geo. Anderson, Prop. 
Enright Bros. Implements—J. P. & D. J. Enright 
J. W. Shively—Restaurant 

W. E. Fowler—Bakery 

John Bohacek—General & Feed Store 

Mrs. J. C. Cleveland—Shoe Store 

J. H. Bancroft & Co.—Grocery & Shoes—M. W. Posten, 


Mgr. 
W. H. Ahlbrecht—Grocery 
J. H. Brown—Confectionery Business 
J. C. Smith—Feed, Butter, Eggs & Poultry 
Posten & Son—Fruits & Confectionery 
J. R. Smith--Dry Goods 
The Tama Art Parlors—Alda Ahibrecht & Elia Wonser 
The Hub Clothing Co.—Fred Goza, Prop. 
Bee Hive, McCam Bros.—A. C. & F. B. McCarn, Prop. 
Thomas Brice—General Merchandise 
McCarty & Morroway—General Merchandise 
Jackson & Carson—Real Estate, Loans and Insurance 
W. S. Impson—Feed & Sale Stables 
Ben Horner—Restaurant 
B. F. Hill—Ice, Coal, Lime & Cement 
Wm. Cummings—Blacksmith 
W. C. Wilson—Wagon Shop 
E. L. Price—Wagon Shop 
Elliott’s Racket Store 
John Hegardt—Meat Market 
W. F. Spooner—Bakery 
M. Kesel Music Co.—Pianos, Organs 


- The Fair Store—Cohen & Rosenthal 


Owen Finch—Feed & Sale Stable 

Drayage Business—By Ray Bros., G. A. McKeen, An- 
drew Hoffman, Daniel Hoffman, B. F. Hill 

Jerry M. Kinney & C. Clay—Blacksmiths 

Cortractors and Builders—Albert Fife, J. A. Fife, A. L. 
Beal, A. C. Kilmer, Jas. Richards 

Standard Oil Co.—W. W. Hoover, Agent 


J. W. Loyd 4 
North Western R.R. Eating House—George H. Hoft- 
man, Manager 
S. M. Decker—Restaurant, Lower Railroad Yards 
Tama County News—Jackson & Stoops 
Tama Flour & Feed Co.—D. T. Mauller 
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Year 1910—Population 2,500 


Ahlbrecht & Euler—Grocers—William H. Ahlbrecht, 
William E. Euler 

Able, Mrs. M. M.—Milliner 

Acme Bottling Company—K. W. Maynard, Proprietor 

Allen, Manning L.—Physician 

American Express Company—Patrick McCarty, Agent 

Arb, Frank H.—Real Estate and Insurance 

Barranti, Gus—Fruits, Groceries and Confections 

Beale, O. P. & Co. (O. P. & M. E.)—Grain 

Bohacek, John & Son—General Store 

Braunn & Carpenter—Milliners 

Brice, Thomas Mercantile Co.—Thomas Brice, Presi- 
dent; Edith Brice, Secretary; Carl S. Brice, Mana- 
ger—General Store 

Brown, James H.—Notions 

Beale, W. K.—Livery 

Bentley, C. B.—Brick Manufacturer 

Black, John D.—Agent, Standard Oil Company 

Brown, Oliver—Livestock 

Canty, John R—Marble 

Central Lumber & Coal Company 

Cochrane & Plumb—Furniture & Undertaking 

Chicago & North Western Railway—T. W. Hill, Agent 

Clifton House—J. B. Murdough, Manager 

Corns, William—Physician 

Coveny, T. H.—Drugs 

Crenshaw, J. A.—Real Estate and Insurance 

Crosby, C. J.—Furniture and Hardware 

Diamond, Max—Shoes 

Dusell, W. H.—Meat 

Dean Tailoring Company (J. M. and I. E. Dean)— 
Merchant Tailors 

Dumbauld, Walter T.—Restaurant 

Dunn, William H.—Barber 

Enright Bros. (John P. and Daniel T.)—-Farm Imple- 
ments 

Ferguson, Harry J.—Lawyer 

Goza, Fred—Clothing 

Gallagher, William S.—Lawyer 

Granger, C. R.—Painter 

Guernsey, Alexander W.—Lawyer and Justice 

Hanna, W. E.—Harness and Carriages 

Hanson-Pitka Auto Company—Auto Garage 

Hegardt, John F. (Estate )—Meats 

Herbrick, J. F.—Confections, Etc. 

Hixon, John—Books and Stationery 

Hill, B. F.—Coal, Ete. 

Huber, Seba—County Attorney 

Hunnicuitt, J. $.—Plaster 

Impson, William $.—Feed and Sale Stable 

Jackson, A. E.—Printer 

Johnson & Walz—Hardware 

Jones, George R—Wagonmaker 

Jewett, David W.—Meats 

Kallam, Mrs. J. E.—Shoes 

Kenyon Pressed Stee] Pump Company—Manufacturers 

Kimball, W. B.—Jeweler 

Kinley, Ora—Restaurant 

Kinney, J. F.—Blacksmith 

Laws, Frank W—Restaurant 

Lichty, Ross & McRoberts (Branch of Toledo; R. B. 
Lichty, H. G. Ross and H. L. McRoberts )—Dry 
Goods 

Lufkin, Mrs. Andrew—Dressmaker 

McCarn Bros. (Archie C. and Fred B.)—Dry Goods 
and Novelties 

McCarty, Patrick—Genera! Store 
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McKinney, J. H.—Restaurant 

Mahnke, Paul (Branch of Toledo)—Paints, Etc. 

Meves, A. F.—Autos 

Mills, F. W.—Laundry 

Morrison Produce Company (Morrison, Ill.)—A. D. 
Hazard, Manager 

Meurdough, John B.—Hotel 

McAnulty, Elmer E.—Bridge Contractor 

McHale, Thomas—Basketmaker 

Mills, Oscar H.—Lawyer 

Mulot, Emi!—Billposter 

National Paper Mills & Filler Company (Frank B. 
Gifford, President; E. E. Devoe, Office Manager; 
J. A. Roach, Superintendent ) 

Nochs, R. C.—Restaurant 

Nelson, Anna E.—Dressmaker 

Norris, E. C. & J. D.—Livery 

Northern Grain Company (William Brownless, Mana- 
ger )—Elevator, Grain & Coal 

Penrose, Emien G.—Hardware 

Pierce, Mrs. E. M.—Millinery 

Potter, H. T.—Cigars, Etc. 

Potter & Son—Grocers 

Price, E. L._Wagonmaker 

Potter, Henry T.—Barber 

Puth, Anton—Clothing 

Ramsdell Broom Company 

Randolph, Leander—Dairy 

Richards, Earl M.—{nsurance 

Sadler, Frank M.—Blacksmith 

Schmidt Bros.—Meat 

Schrock, Peter P.~Furniture and Crockery 

Seabert, Dr. C. P.—Dentist 

Smith, J. C. & Son (jacob C. and Lewis )—Flour and 

ee 

Snyder, W. C.—Drugs 

Soleman, Fred 4.—Divgs, Jewelry, Etc. 

Solomon, Z.—Clothing and Bcots and Shoes 

Spooner, W. F.--Restaurant, Etc. 

Stewart, W. M.. Lumber Company (Branch of Water- 
loo )—Retaii Lamber 

Svacina, John—Harness 

Shoff, Jonn D.—-Dairy 

Sievers, Hans H.—Physician 

Smedley, Irene—Physician 

Smith Bros.—Restaurent 

Swatzlander, James--Optician 

Tama Co-Operative Creamery Company (F. B. San- 
born, President; H. Bissell, Secretary) 

Tama Drug Company—Hetail Drugs 

Tama Telephone Company (C. E. Fleming, Presi- 


dent) 

Tims, J. B. & Son (Josiah B. and Elmer G. )—Genera! 
Store 

Tanner, C. H.—Agent, Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway 


Thompson, Benjamin—Physician 

United States Express Company—John Hixon, Agent 
Wescott, Alice H.—Billiards 

Wonser, C. J.—Printer 

Wright, Charles W.—Photographer - 

Willett & Willett (James W. and James H.)—Lawyers 
Wilson, McDonald—Wagonmaker 

Wonser, Flavius J. M.—Lawyer 

Wonser, Flora- Artist 

Wright, J. M.—Painter 

Youngman, John W.—Restaurant 
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TAMA IN 1907 


. 


MAIN STREET, TAMA, IOWA 


Royal Neighbors Lodge No. 1593; Esther Hartsell, 
ety Mrs. Geo. Ratliffe, Sec.—Meet in Eagles 

Fraternal Order of Eagles, No. 2828; Frank Wilson, 
President; W. L. Wilkinson, Sec. & Mgr. 


Fraternal Order of Eagles Auxiliary; Cleo Melsa, Pres- 


ident; Pearl Snellenbarger, Sec. 
Miller's Coffee Nook, Mrs. Geo. Miller, Proprietor 


Tama Easy Wash, Marvin T. Helgren & Kenneth E. 
Carson, Proprietors—Self-Serve Laundry 

Barron Motor Supply, Ward Emerson, Manager 

Kubalek Tavern, John F. Kubalek, Proprietor 

Dale’s Second Hand Store, Dale E. Crawford, Pro- 

rietor 

R. C. Blythe—Certified Public Accountant 

Bob’s Barber Shop, Robert F. Jacobsen, Proprietor 

Twiselton Cafe, Clarence C. Twiselton, Proprietor 

Gamble Store, Leo H. Steies, Proprietor 

Cashatt TV Repair, Claude W. Cashatt, Proprietor 

Dr. M. R. Bovenmeyer—Optometrist 

G. I. Cab Co., Karl Haughey, Proprietor 

Tama Electric Co., R. O. Thomas, Manager—Electric 
Supplies 

Laird’s Department Store, Edgar Merle Laird, Pro- 
prietor 

Denny’s Shoe Store, Harold J. Davis, Proprietor 

Iowa Electric Light & Power Co., Ronald L. Anderson, 
Manager 

Brooks By-Lo Grocery, J. Will Brooks, Proprietor 

Zobel Barber Shop, Homer W. Zobel, Proprietor 

Hoskins Real Estate & Insurance, Harold Hoskins, 
Proprietor 

Ben Franklin Store, Clyde W. Stone, Proprietor 

Gregory’s Clothing, Harold W. Gregory, Proprietor 

Tomahawk Sweet Shoppe, Carl Salomone & Tony 
Salomone, Proprietors 

Perry's Food Market, Willis Perry, Proprietor—Gro- 
cery and Meats 

Playle’s Grocery & Bakery, Willis Clark Playle, Pro- 
prietor 

Rosheimn Rexall Drug Store, Edward R. Rosheim, Pro- 
prietor 

C. P. Seabert—Dentist 

Reinbrecht Hardware & Fumiture, Wayne L. Rein- 
brecht, Manager 

Butler Jewelry, Wallace B. Butler, Proprietor 

Peters Shoe Stcre & Repair, John G. Peters, Proprietor 

uality Grocery, P. Satariano, Proprietor 

U. R. Next Barber Shop, Edwin C. Carnal, Proprietor 

Haggie Tavern, Walter P. Haggie, Proprietor 

Fred L. Speoner Wholesale—Tobacco Sundries 

Norton Music, Herbert L. Norton, Proprietor—Any- 
thing in Music 


Tama Paint Store, Leland H. Fisher, Proprietor— 


Glass, Wallpaper 

Blazek Tavern, Kenneth Blazek, Proprietor 

Tama News-Herald, David Hynek, Editor—New loca- 
tion 

Harrison’s Furniture & Flower Shop, Robert C. Har- 
rison, Proprietor 

Pelham’s Wrecking & Towing Service, Art B. Pelham, 
Pyoprietor—Garage 

Hotel Clifton, Ronald B. Fuller, Proprietor 

Doris’s Beauty Shop, Doris Doran, Proprietor—Hotel 
Clifton Basement 

Bee Hive, Lester Fulton, Proprietor — Department 
Store 
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Kilcoin Ready to Wear & Beauty Shop, Ed Kilcoin, 
Proprietor 

Benda’s Tavern, Wilbert Benda, Proprietor 

Willett & Willett, Attorneys—James H. Willett and 
Walter J. Willett 


-Haberman’s Store, George Haberman, Proprietor — 


Drugs 
Kupka’s Market & Locker Plant, Mrs. Josephine Kup- 
ka, Proprietor 
The Tama Clinic—Dr. A. J. Wentzein, Dr. A. J. Havlik 
Tama State Bank, Adrian M. Neil, President 
Hyland & Hyland, Attorneys—John Hyland and Ben 
Morris 
Masonic Lodge — Wilmer Meek, Worshipfulmaster, 
and George Haberman, Secretary 
Eastern Star Lodge—Voda Weir, Worthy Matron, and 
Mrs. W. P. Yerkes, Secretary 
Rainbow—Joan Weir, Worthy Advisor, and Dota Tur- 
bett, Secretary 
T & T Cleaners, Jack Chaloupek, Proprietor 
Dr. Linnie P. Pitcher, Chiropractor 
Hotel Central, Joe Zeman, Proprietor 
Central Cafe, Joe McGee, Proprietor 
Nagle Auto Company, W. C. Nagle, Proprietor—Ga- 
rage & Repair 
Bohemian Mutual Insurance Assn., George A. Dolash, 
President 
Western Union Telegraph—George A. Dolash, Agent 
Harvey E. Fox Insurance Agency—Justice of Peace 
Moore Charm Beauty Salon, Bonnie Moore, Proprietor 
Kaliban Bottle Gas Service, William A. Kaliban, Pro- 
prietor 
Tama Furniture Company, Alfred C. Brown, Proprie- 
tor 
Odd Fellows Lodge— 
Tama Lodge No. 152—Clifford Orcutt, Noble 
Grand; Paul Hartsell, Secretary 
Diamond Link Rebekah Lodge No. 176 - Mrs. 
Roy L. (Joyce) Shaffer, N.G.; Mrs. Lena 
Fox, Secretary 
Seneca Encampment No, 135--Willard Houdy- 
shell, Chier Patron; Roy L. Shaffer, Scribe 
Seneca Encampment Auxiliary—Mrs. Anna Gran- 
ger, Chief Matron; Mrs. Dorothy Rayman, 
Scribe 
Tama Cleaners, LeVerne Forrester, Proprietor 
Lyle Booth Standard Products—Gas & Oil Service 
Dr. D. D. Davis, Veterinarian 
Iowa Liquor Store—James R. Booth, Manager 
Hardon Electric Services, Edward Hardon, Proprietor 
—Heating, Plumbing & Air Conditioning 
Wiese’s Tavern, Wilbert Wiese, Proprietor 
Sherm’s Tavern, Sherman Quigley. Proprietor 
Cary’s Service, Arthur Cary, Proprietor—General Auto 
Repair 
O.K. Tire Service, Robert Baier, Proprietor 
Wheeler’s Barber Shop, Troy Wheeler, Proprietor 
Walt’s TV Shop, Walter Fuller, Proprietor 
Beefburger Cate, Willard Fuller, Proprietor 
Post Office, Joe Chervenka, Postmaster 
Twin City Laundry, Mrs. F. W. Mills, Proprietor 
Mills Theatre, Lester Pospichal, Manager 
Scott’s Phillips 66 Station, Roy Scott, Proprietor 
Standard Oi] Bulk Plant, Ernest E. Posusta, Agent 
Ed Prusha—Mason & Cement Work 
King Tower, Wesley Mansfield, Proprietor—Cafe, Mo- 
tel & Service Station 
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Veterans of Foreign Wars—John Kopecky, President; 
LeRoy Smith, Secretary 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary—Pearl Croskey, 
President; Gloria Loftus, Secretary 

Phillips 66 Service, Merle Abbe, Manager—Gas & Oil 

Marshall’s Cafe, Charles Edward Marshall, Proprietor 

Bacon Construction Company, Kenneth Bacon, Pro- 
prietor—Builders 

Croskrey Garage—Ray & Don Croskrey, Proprietors 

Capri Lanes & Cleaners, Dale Naylor, Manager — 
Bowling Alley & Laundry 

Hayward Company, Ronald Hayward, Proprietor — 
Aluminum Window & Door Factory 

Tama Florist, Stanley Schreiber, Proprietor — Green- 
house & Shop 

East End Grocery, Agnes Hodina, Proprietor 

Rita Beauty Nook, Rita Lenhart, Proprietor 

Bru Electric, Edward J. Bru, Proprietor—Plumbing & 
Heating Contractors 

Playles Bakery, Willis Clark Playle, Proprietor 

Wilkinson Cities Service, Marion Wilkinson, Proprie- 
tor—Gas & Oil 

Earl Spooner Grocery Company, Earl Spooner Pro- 
prietor—Wholesalers 

Dick’s Sinclair Service Station, Richard W. Burnes, 
Proprietor—Gas & Oil 

DX Sunray Service Station, Ronald Sokol, Proprietor 
—Gas & Oil 

American Legion, Enright-Schrader Post 73—Devere 
Fahling, Commander; James J. Rucker, Adjutant 

American Legion Auxiliary—Nellie Vavra, President; 
Lucile Playle, Secretary 

Olsen’s Machine Shop, Vernon Olsen, Proprietor 

_ Potter’s Vickers Service Station, Ralph Potter, Mana- 
ger—Gas & Oil 

Mutt Harris Chevrolet Garage—Auto Sales 

Tama Hatchery & Farm Store, Raymond Sires, Pro- 
prietor 

Dr. B. K. Teater, Chiropractor 

R. O. Thomas Plumbing—Heating & Air Conditioning 

Prusha Motor Company, Elmer & Leonard Prusha, 
Proprietors 

Korner Beauty Shop, Agnes Ewing, Proprietor 

Watkin’s Products, Alice Hardon, Agent 

Harrison’s Funeral Home, Robert Harrison, Proprietor 

Assembly of God Tabernacle, Rev. H. L. McCarty, 
Pastor 

Methodist Church, Rev. George D. Gaide, Pastor 

Roy L. Shaffer, Carpenter—Electric & Novelty Shop 

Zigler’s Nursing Home, Leonard & Betty Zigler, Pro- 
prietors 

St. Patrick’s Church, Father J. R. Goodman, Pastor 

Donald Moyer Electric—Wiring & Service 

Leonard H. Kriegei, Trucker 

Kriegel Nursing Home, Henry & Verna Arp, Proprie- 


tors 

Shilhanek Well Company, Leonard Shilhanek, Pro- 

rietor 

Zobel’s Beauty Shop, Grace Zobel, Proprietor 

Mason Funeral Home, Arthur Mason, Proprietor 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Rev. Gerstraan, Pastor 

Mary Thompson Insurance Agency, Edna Means, 
Agent 

Edna Mean’s Dramatic Service Publishers 

Baptist Church, Rev. Paul DeVos, Pastor 
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Gospel Center, Rev. Maxine A. Plowman, Pastor 

Loftus Grocery, John Loftus, Proprietor 

Merle R. Kensinger—Real Estate & Insurance 

Arnold J. Vileta, Carpenter 

Herman Jacobsen, Trucker 

Clyde E. Feisel, Carpenter 

Edgar Crabtree, Painter 

School Bus Transportation Barns, Hugh F. Hill, Pro- 
prietor 

Central Public School, Ben Jones, Superintendent 

Tama Nursing Home, E. G. Wilson, Proprietor 

Lester G. Rayman, Carpenter 

Weir's Souvenirs, Raymond Weir, Proprietor—Pottery, 
Indian Beadwork i 

A.&B. Oil Co., W. C. Anderson, Manager—Gas, Oil 
Services 

St. Patrick’s Catholic School 

Tama Public Library, Thelma Carmichael, Librarian 

Tama High School, Ben Jones, Superintendent 

C. E. Hornback, Trucker 

Tama & Toledo Country Club—Robert Harrison, Presi- 
dent; Harry McRoberts, Secretary 

Joe’s Shoe Repair Shop, Joseph Valenta, Proprietor 

Charles G. Turbett—Mason & Cement Work 

Royal Dairy, C. M. Bouska, Proprietor—Dairy Prod- 
ucts 

Robert J. Hazard—Earth Boring, Machine Digging 

Kellv’s Champlin Service, D. E. Kellogg, Proprietor 

A.&B. Oil Co., Robert Long, Manager—Gas, Oil Serv- 
ice 

Turbett Insurance Agency, Harold G. Turbett, Pro- 
prietor 

Evelyn's Beauty Shop, Evelyn Kupka Navarra, Pro- 
prietor 

Wag’s Bait House, Elva K. Smith, Proprietor 

Dr. M. H. Hoffer, Dentist 

Dr. Harry M. Hansen, Dentist 

Clifton Super Market, George Wignall, Manager 

Dale Mason, Insurance Agent 

Garland Automotive Service, Garland Malone, Pro- 
prietor—Garage . 

Inman’s One Stop Service, George Inman, Proprietor 

Hill Top Cafe, Ada Quigley, Proprietor 

Greyhound Bus Depot, Ada Quigley, Agent 

Tama County School for Exceptional Children, Mrs. 
F. Turner, Teacher 

Chicago Milwaukee Railroad, Lawrence Fiala, Agent 

Chicago & North Western Railroad, E. H. Fahling, 
Agent 

Sinclair Bulk Plant, Jack Walker, Agent 

Manatt’s Sand & Gravel, Carl Lester, Manager 

Railway Express Company, Norlan Rusk, Agent — 
C&N.W. Depot, Belle Plaine 

Borden Co., Virgil McNamee, Agent—Winter Branch 
Milk Delivery 

Tama Fire Department, Wilbert Benda, Chief 

Catherine Pritchett, Agent for Stanley Products 

Tama Chamber of Commerce—W. Clark Playle, Presi- 
dent; Charles J. Kupka, Secretary 

Iowa Roofing Co., Ed Kilcoin, Agent 

Carl Woodworth, Carpenter 

Kenneth McFate—Trucking & Garbage Pickup 

Tama Trailer Court, Eddie McKee, Proprietor 

Tama City Hall—Edwin C. Carnal, Mayor 
Bess Ingles, City Clerk 
Junior Quigley, Councilman, lst Ward 
W. Clark Playle, Councilman, 2nd Ward 
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George N. Hardon, Councilman, 3rd Ward 
ohn G. Peters, Councilman-at-Large 
m. A. Kaliban, Councilman-at-Large 


CITY COUNCIL 


City Council members for 1961 for Tama were: 
Clark Playle, John G. Peters, Sherm Quigley Jr., W. A. 
“Bill” Kaliban and George Hardon. Members of Tama 
City Council who took office January 1, 1962, are: 
Charles Kupka, Vernon Olsen, Wayne Reinbrecht, 
Ben Morris and Lester Fulton. 

Mayor E. C. Carnal, who was re-elected for another 
two-year term, appointed the following Police Offi- 
cers, who were confirmed by the City Council: Leon- 


ard Jantzen, Robert Stephenson, and Gene Little. Re- 
tiring Police Officers are: Fred Van De Walle and 
Lauren Sadler. 

Further appointments made by the Mayor and con- 
firmed by the Council are: Genevieve Novotny, City 
Treasurer; Walter J. Willett, City Attorney; Dr. A. J. 
Wentzien, City Health Physician; Henry Anderson Sr., 
Street Commissioner. 

The City Council rehired: Bess Ingles, City Clerk; 
Leslie Metz, Water Superintendent; Charles Mason, 
Sewage Disposal Plant Attendant; Chester Daniel, 
Cemetery Sexton; Ray Zeller, Assistant to Cemetery 
Sexton (retired as Sexton two years ago); Henry An- 
derson Jr., Street Helper. 


CEMETERIES 


Oak Hill Cemetery 


Oak Hill Cemetery is operated by the City of Tama 
as a Municipal Enterprise, under the supervision of 
the City Council through three committee members 
named by the Mayor from the elected councilmen. 


Although it is not clear from records now at hand 
just when the cemetery was established, an entry in 
a council minute book of May 3, 1915, mentions the 
platting cf the cemetery by C. W. Irish during the 
months of September and October of 1869. 

Since that time there have been three additions 
made tc the cemetery through purchases of adjoining 
land. The first motion for purchase of additional land 
was made by a Mr. Allen on Nov. 6, 1899, and the 
motion was seconded by a Mr. Hill and the rest of 
the council, consisting of Bentley, Smith and Schrock, 
all voted favorable. This was for the purchase of land 
from J. C. Kendrick. Although no further mention is 
made of the transaction, it is presumed the land was 
purchased, 

The next motion for acquiring additional land was 
made by Russell and seconded by Richards (probably 
referring to Frank Russell and Earl Richards) on 
August 14, 1906, for the purchase of land on the west 
boundary of the cemetery. This land was to be pur- 
chased from Mrs. Catherine Jackson, and on Feb. 7, 
1907, contracts for this purchase were placed on file 
with the council. 


This proposal, which called for payment of $250 to 
Mrs. Jackson as part payment, carried by a unanimous 
vote on March 5, 1907, but the next proceedings on 
the proposal ran into trouble when a report filed by 
a committee composed of Councilmen P. P. Schrock 
and W. H. Ahlbrecht was opposed by Councilmen 
J. P. Hixon and N. E. Carnal. The proposal was then 
voted on and Councilmen Ahlbrecht, Russell and 
Devon voted for its adoption and the motion carried. 
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Although the records are not explanatory in regard 
to details of dissention in the Jackson purchase. con- 
siderable time was involved, and in February of 1908 
the council voted to employ Attorney Judge Willett 
to represent them in the negotiations with the Jack- 
sons. 

On May 4, 1915, a council committee composed of 
H. B. Ray and W. H. Ahlbrecht submitted a proposal 
to the council that a competent landscape engineer 
be employed to lay out and plat thé additional ground 
which had been purcliased for the cemetery. The pro- 
posal received a unanimous vote of approval and it is 
presumed this was done, although no further mention 
was made as to who was engaged to do the work. 

The third addition to the cemetery was proposed 
on May 4, 1915, on motion by W. H. Ahlbrecht “. . . 
that the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized and di- 
rected to enter into a contract with Mrs. Elizabeth 
Kendrick for the purchase of a strip of land lying and 
abutting on the east side of the present cemetery and 
same to be used as an addition to the present ceme- 
tery.” This motion carried by a favorable vote of all 
councilmen present. This addition was platted ac- 
cording to a motion made by D. E. Goodell at a 
council meeting held on May 1, 1917. 


Minutes of a meeting held May 6, 1918, show that 
John D. Cumber was hired as cemetery sexton at 
$75.00 per month pilus the grave digging fees which 
were set by the council at $5.00 per grave in summer 
and $7.00 in winter with $1.00 extra charged if either 
a cement or steel vault was used. 

On March 6, 1922, the council granted the ladies 
of the cemetery aid permission “to install curbs 
such road improvements in the cemetery as they 
fit, same to be without expense to the city.” 
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Grave digging charges came up for revision on 
May 7, 1923, and the fee was raised to $8.00 for 
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adult graves and $4.00 for children’s graves, with no 
mention of a summer and winter difference. 

City water to the cemetery was provided in a mo- 
tion made by W. H. Ahlbrecht at a council meeting 
dated July 2, 1923. This was a proposal that the city 
provide pipe and its installation from the line on Gar- 
field and Ninth Streets East on Ninth Street to the 
city limits where it would connect with a line to the 
cemetery. The motion received a unanimous vote of 
approval and Mayor Carter declared it carried. 

On a motion by W. G. McFarland the council at a 
meeting held on Oct. 3, 1932, took up the study of 
the Abandoned Lot Law provided in Chapter 207, 
4th G.A. of Iowa, and recommended the cemetery 
committee report its findings at the next regular meet- 
ing. The committee submitted a resolution to adopt 
said law in regard to abandoned lots in Oak Hill 
Cemetery and the resolution was adopted by unani- 
mous vote. 

Perpetual Care was provided in a motion by J. A. 
McCurdy on Dec. 9, 1935. This motion stipulated 
that all money received for Perpetual Care was to be 
turned over to Oak Hill Cemetery Association to be 


placed in Perpetual Care Fund for the care of lots 
on which money was received. 
Catholic Cemetery, Tama 

The Catholic Cemetery between Tama and Toledo 
was started in the year 1880. Up to this time the dead 
of St. Patrick’s Parish were buried in a cemetery some 
miles east of Tama-Toledo. Mrs. Patrick (Mary Con- 
nell) Whalen died in childbirth on February 15, 1878. 
Her grave was prepared in the cemetery “over east” 
by friends of the family. However, when the funeral 
procession arrived for graveside services, they found 
the gate barred. The men lifted the coffin over the 
fence and completed the burial rites. This incident 
caused bad feeling and led to the purchase in Tama 
of their own cemetery during the summer of 1850. 

John Hagerty, Phil Enright, Jerry Sullivan and Pat 
Whalen bought the cemetery land for $200.00. 

During the following two years a number of graves 
were moved from the cemetery “over east” to the new 
Parish Cemetery at Tama. The first parishioner to be 
interred was John Hagerty, age 22, son of the above- 
named John Hagerty Sr. The young man died on 
November 14, 1880. 


CHURCHES 


cinta emcee 
TAMA METHODIST CHURCH 
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METHODIST CHURCH 
Methodism in Tama, then called Iuka, dates back 
to 1864 when Rev. D. M. Mallory of Toleco came to 
Tama and held religious services in a frame school 
house, on the corner of 9th and State Streets. In 1864 
and 1865, a Methodist church was erected on the cor- 


ner of 9th and Siegel Streets. The Pustor was Rev. | 


James Todd. 

The Methodist Church was the first Church in 
Tama. In 1874 this building was moved to the corner 
of 6th and State Streets. Later this building was sold 
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to the Christian Church and in 1885-1886 the Gothic- 
style church was built. Rev. §. A. Lee was pastor. 

It was the first building of its kind in Tama County, 
with a self-supporting roof. Albert Fife was the only 
carpenter who would take the job as others said “such 
a structure would not stand the roof pressure,” but 
still it stands today as it was built. 

For over 97 years the Methodist Church has played 
an important role in the moval and religious life in 
Tama and has steadily grown in numbers until now 
the membership is 642. Thirty-seven pastors have 
served this church, including the present pastor, Rev. 
Geo. D. Gaide. 

Many changes have been made in the building from 
time to time. An alcove was added to the pulpit. the 
tall spire was taken down, a full basement with kitch- 
en installed, bronze lanterns installed at each side of 
the front entrance, oil furnace installed and cathedral 
lights installed. 

The red brick was re-surfaced with gray Perma- 
stone in 1948. 

Many memorial gifts have been given to the 
Church. 


ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
During 1868-1875 various Priests from surrounding 
towns served the needs of the Catholics in Tama com- 
munity in homes and a mission in Toledo, but in 
1875, Rev. Charles McCabe established his headquar- 
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ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 


ters at Tama to serve the Tama-Toledo people. It was 
he who changed the location of the parish by building 
a church in Tama. It was during Father Meagher’s 
time, in 1880, that the present cemetery was bought 
and paid for. 


Rev. Patrick Carroll came to Tama in 1887 and 
remained until April, 1912. During his pastorate, a 
church at Garwin, the present St. Patrick’s Church in 
Tama, the Parish School and the Priest’s home were 


built. 


Several pastors served here. In October, 1951, Rev. 
Joseph P. Goodman was assigned to Tama. He came 
from Lisbon, Iowa. Many assistants have helped him 
through the years, the present assistant is Rev. John 
R. Hussman. 

Most recent addition to the Parish was the construc- 
tion of a new St. Patrick’s Elementary School in 1959- 
1960. Its site is on a 28-acre tract of land situated on 
the northeast side of the City of Tama. 

Sisters of Charity, B.V.M. order, teach in the school. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


A frame building and a handful of members marked 
the beginning of the first Baptist Church in Tama 93 
years ago. But things have changed since the Church 
was first organized and incorporated in 1869. The 
original building was replaced by a brick structure in 
1906. The church has been redecorated three times. 
The coal furnace was replaced by an oil heating unit 
in 1944. In 1956 the streets surrounding the church 
were all resurfaced. The wood part of the exterior 
was painted and a lighted bulletin board was erected 
in 1961. 

Several remaining members of a former Baptist 
Church in Toledo united with the church in Tama 
in 1928. 

The oldest member, in church membership years, 
‘is Cora Wilcox (Miss) who was baptized in 1896 by 
the Rev. R. A. Weaver. Miss Wilcox was active in all 
the activities of the church and taught a class in the 
Sunday School for many years, retiring in 1960. 


During the Church’s history, three members have 
been licensed to preach. They are Miss E. J. Sanborne, 
Mrs. Elmer Linkenback and Mr. Laportie Bucklew. 

Twenty-five pastors have served the church since 
it was first organized. Presently the Rev. Paul De Vos 
is pastor. Rev. De Vos also serves the Highland Com- 
munity Church south of town. 


LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Though the ministry of the Lutheran Church began 
in south Tama County during the latter part of the 
1800’s, a Lutheran Congregation was not officially 
established in the City of Tama until the year 1935. 
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On Feb. 18, 1934, Rev. I. J. Deines, pastor of St. 
John Lutheran Church in Columbia township, inaugu- 
rated a regular Sunday morning service in Tama. At 
first they used the Harrison Funeral Home, rent free. 
The first service was attended by twenty worshippers. 
As the attendance increased, the Presbyterian church 
building became available. This group became a legal 
corporation and an official congregation when it 
adopted its constitution and by-laws and its Articles 
of Incorporation at a special meeting, September 17, 
1935, and was named St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Tama, Iowa. 


The first council officers were: Henry F. Schmidt, 
Lyle Pagel, Ray Adams, Arthur Wiese, August Pagel, 
Arthur Schmidt, and later John G. Peters. 


On November 1, 1936, the building was purchased. 
A parsonage was purchased in 1942. On July 11, 1948, 
the congregation approved a building committee and 
authorized them to go ahead and develop building 
plans. The cornerstone was laid on November 19, 
1948. 

Members furnished many hours of labor and from 
these labors was a fine and very picturesque building. 
In 1960 the name of the church was changed to St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

Ministers who have served are: Rev. I. J. Deines, 
Rev. Glen R. Woodrich, Rev. Arnold E. Sommer, and 
the present minister, Rev. Albert F. Gerstmann. 

During the years a new Baldwin Electronic Organ 
has been purchased, plus new pews for the nave, choir 
foft and balcony; a new stone bulletin board; new 
sidewalks; installation of. art-glass windows for the 
main auditorium of the church. 

On January 1, 1961, the church was afhliated with 
the American Lutheran Church with main offices in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Present membership is 380, with Sunday School 
enrollment of 130. 


GOSPEL CENTER CHURCH 


The Gospel Center began in 1944 with prayer meet- 
ings held from house to house with Maxine Plowman 
in charge. The meetings proved to be profitable and 
the group grew in numbers. Mrs. Plowman was or- 
dained as a full-fledged Minister in 1949. In Septem- 
ber, 1950, they rented the Royal Neighbors Hail tor 
services twice a week and continued having meetings 
there until the building was sold in April, 1954. 

During this time, many radio programs were given 
over KBOK at Waterloo, then over KFJB, Marshall- 
town, and on Dec. 31, 1960, over to KGRN at Grin- 
nell. 

“The Gospel Center received their charter from the 
State of Iowa, Aug. 9, 1957, and from the Federal 
Government on May 22, 1959. 

The first Board of Trustees are as follows: Arthur 
W. Paul, Rose M. Plowman, Dollie V. Tarnutzer, Tie- 


mina Paul, Florence Prusha, Pearl Gates and Maxine 
Plowman, pastor and founder. 

The church plans to build a new building with ad- 
joining parsonage on the lots, donated to the Gospel 
Center by Irvin and Maxine Plowman, at the corner 
of Tenth and Oswego Streets in Tama, Iowa. 


ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH 
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH 


The Assembly of God Church located in the City 
of Tama, Iowa, is only a part of a great denomination 
dedicated to the task of spreading the Gospel to the 
world and to all people. Its headquarters is located in 
Springfield, Missouri. 

In the course of events that led to the establishing 
of the Church in Tama, Rev. Buttes, pastor in Vinton, 
Iowa, in 1948, held services in Tama one night each 
week in homes that were open to him. Later in 1948, 
Iris Weekly from Ottumwa, Iowa, and Sylvia Schoon- 
over from Vinton, Iowa, graduates from North Centra] 
Bible Institute of Minneapolis, Minn., came to Tama, 
secured employment and continued the services in 
the homes and started a Sunday School. 

The building located on the present site was pur- 
chased in 1949. Iris Weekly and Sylvia Schoonover 
began to pastor the church. With the help of the local 
congregation the interior of the building was redeco- 
rated and made ready for dedication. On August 4, 
1949, the Rev. Stanley Clark, Superintendent of West 
Central District, and Rev. Mallard, Sectional Presby- 
ter, were the principal speakers and officially dedi- 
cated the church. 

In 1959 the parsonage was added te the church. In 
May, 1957, the Reverends Sylvia Schoonover and Iris 
Weekly resigned and their successors were the Rev. 
Harry and Ruth Tumer and Rev. Frank and Joyce 
Crews. 

The present pastor is the Rev. Harold L. McCarty 
and wife. The Rev. McCarty is a graduate of South- 
western Bible College of Waxahachie, Texas. having 
completed five years of college, receiving a Muste: 
Diploma and Bachelor of Science degr 
Bachelor of Theology degree. 

Before coming to Tama, Rev. McCarty served .is 
pastor in the state of Texas, 
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LODGES 


MASONIC LODGE 


On application, a dispensation was granted by the 
Masonic Grand Lodge of the State Dec. 26, 1866, and 
the charter issued to organize the Hiram of Tyre 
Lodge No. 203. The charter members included many 
of the original settlers. The first meeting of the newly 
organized lodge was held on Feb. 13, 1867. The first 
officers were E. Harmon, Worshipful Master; A. Stat- 
ler, Senior Warden; and Wm. P. Brown, Junior War- 
den; Treasurer, C. H. Kentner; Secretary, L. Mer- 
chant. Appointed by Worshipful Master were: J. R. 
Burgess, Senior Deacon; W. T. Hollen, Junior Dea- 
con; James Smith, Senior Steward; M. Boughton, Jun- 
ior Steward; and H. Reynolds, Tyler. 

The following are presumed to be charter members: 
FE. Harmon, A. Stoller, Wm. P. Browne, Turner Forker, 
John Hanna, G. W. Louthan, L. Stoddard, James 
Trowbridge, L. B. Blinn, Thomas Murray, Lewis Mer- 
chant, L.. Carmichael, J. B. Louthan, J. S. Stewart, 
M. S. Butler, C. H. Kentner, William T. Hollen, J. R. 
Burgess, L.. M. Benight, and James Smith. 

At the present time there are 105 members. Present 
officers are: Wilmer Meek, Worshipful Master; Ed- 
ward Haberman, Senior Warden; Louis Zearfoss, Jun- 
ior Warden; Hubert Kubicek, Treasurer; George Ha- 
berman, Secretary; Ralph Bramblett, Senior deacon; 
Garland Malone, Junior deacon; Charles Wright, Sen- 
ior Steward; Robert Hunnicutt, Junior Steward, and 
Fred Mohrfeld, Tyler; Trustees, Stanley Schrieber, 
Willis Perry, and Paul Stigers. 


INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS, 
TAMA LODGE NO. 152 


Tama Lodge No. 152, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, was instituted Sept. 27, 1867. First officers 
were: Noble Grand, M. A. Newcomb; Vice-Grand, 
C. K. Bodfish; Secretary, Frank Patterson; Treasurer, 
Wm. McClag; Warden, A. M. Wortendyke; Conduc- 
tor, James Fowler; Outside Guardian, C. B. Branard; 
Inside Guardian, John Nickolson; Chaplain, Rev. 
D. M. Mallory; Right Supporter to Noble Grand, F. A. 
Flood; Left Supporter to Noble Grand, E. C. Norris; 
Right Supporter to Vice-Grand, Cyrus King; Left Sup- 
porter to Vice-Grand, Jas. Wilkinson; Right Scene 
Supporter, O. T. Branard; Left Scene Supporter, A. M. 
Batchler. 

The charter members were: M. A. Newcomb, C. K. 
Bodfish, Frank Patterson, Wm. McClag, M. M. 
Churchill, C. L. McClung, E. C. Norris, James Fowier, 
G. L. Wilcox, F, A. Flood, Rev. D. M. Mallory, Mat 
Baker, John Nickoison, F. J. M. Wonser, O. G. Bra- 
nard, A. M. Batchler, C. B. Branard, M. Le£, Cyvus 
King. 

The lodge meets at the I.0.0.F. hall on McClellan 
Street every Friday night. 

The cardinal principles as emblazoned on the Great 


ne 


Seal of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows are: 
Visit the sick; Relieve the distressed; Bury the dead; 
Educate the orphan. These four principles are the 
foundation stones of our order and no lodge and no 
Odd Fellow can discharge his obligation to Oddfel- 
lowship unless he performs these duites to the best of 
his ability. 

We seek to improve and elevate the character of 
man; to imbue him with proper conceptions of his 
capabilities for good; to enlighten his mind; to enlarge 
the sphere of his affections; in a word, our aim is to 
lead man to the cultivation of the true, fraternal rela- 
tion designed by the great Author of his being. 

There are 65 present members. Present officers are: 
Noble Grand, Clifford Orcutt; Vice-Grand, Dave 
Laird; Recording Secretary, Paul Hartsell; Financial 
Secretary, Arnold Vileta; Treasurer, Thomas Gris- 
wold; Warden, Perle Niswander; Conductor, O. P. 
McGrew; Chaplain, Charles Turbett; Inside Guardian, 
Roy L. Shaffer; Outside Guardian, Calvin Croskey; 
Right Supporter to Noble Grand, Willard Houdyshell; 
Left Supporter to Noble Grand, Lester Rayman; Right 
Supporter to Vice-Grand, W. D. Butler; Left Support- 
er to Vice-Grand, E. G. Turbett; Right Scene Support- 
er, Milo Quigley; Left Scene Supporter, Donald Kasal. 

On August 12, 1892, a committee was appointed to 
purchase the south 55 feet of lots 15 and 16 and all of 
lot 17 in Block 5 in Tama, and the deed was put on 
record. The lots were purchased from Amelia Brown. 

On November 18, 1892, the Noble Grand appointed 
M. R. Posten, John Clinker and Frank Laws to raise 
funds for building purposes. The money or means of 
raising the money for building was announced and a 
building committee was appointed to make plans and 
specifications for a building, an architect was hired for 
$50.00 to set up plans. $6000.00 was raised to aid in 
the erection of the building. A cornerstone was pur- 
chased with 1893 engraved on one side for $5.00. A 
comerstone ceremony was held on July 4, 1893. Frank 
Laws was master of ceremony. 

Another ceremony was the dedication of the new 
building on Dec. 22, 1893, with the Grand officers and 
other personnel from over the State being present for 
the occasion. 

The records show that on July 31, 1903, the old 
board walk in front was ordered torn up and sold 
for what it would bring, to be filled in and a cement 
walk to be put in its place. 

A discussion came up again in regard to the North 
part of lots 15 and 16, as we already owned all of Lot 
17, this left the North 25 feet of Lots 15 and 16 in the 
northeast comer of Block 5. 

A building committee was appointed consisting of 
John Lind, Willis Brown, and E. Kucera to build a 
building adjoining the old building on the north side 
along 4th street. 
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On March 28, 1913, work got started on digging 
basement and material arrived for the new building. 
The records show that this part cost the Lodge $12,- 
757.52 on the new building; this also includes the heat- 
ing plant which covered the old building as well. 


SENECA ENCAMPMENT NO. 135, L.0.0.F. 
OF TAMA, IOWA 

Seneca Encampment was organized and instituted 
October 21, 1890, with the following names on the 
Charter: B. C. Berry, C. B. Wright, B. F. Hill, F. A. 
Hotchkiss, C. A. Hilton and L. P. Bell. Grand Patri- 
arch Louis Stutz officiated for the institution; a num- 
ber of Grand Encampment officers were present and 
aided in the institution. 

The first officers installed in the Encampment are: 
Chief Patriarch, C. A. Hilton; Senior Warden, B. C. 
Berry; Junior Warden, C. B. Wright; High Priest, B. F. 
Hill; Scribe, F. A. Hotchkiss; Treasurer, L. P. Bell. 

The Encampment is a branch of the Odd Fellows 
Lodge, and meets in the same hall. Encampment 
members have to belong to a subordinate lodge, in 
good standing of a lodge of Odd Fellows. The present 
officers are: Chief Patriarch, Willard Houdyshell; 
High Priest, Tom Griswold; Senior Warden, Earl Bell, 
Toledo, Iowa; Junior Warden, Calvin Croskey; Record- 
ing Scribe, Roy L. Shaffer; Financial Scribe, Lester G. 
Rayman; Treasurer, Perle Niswander. 

Roy L. Shaffer is the only member to ever become 
a Grand Officer; he was installed as Grand Patriarch 
of the Grand Encampment of Iowa on October 19, 
1948, for a term of one year. He served two terms as 
Grand Representative to the Sovereign Grand Lodge 
of the World. 


DIAMOND LINK REBEKAH LODGE NO. 176 


Diamond Link Rebekah Lodge No. 176 was or- 
ganized January 5, 1893. First officers were: Noble 
Grand, Brother G. C. McKeen; Vice-Grand, Sister Eli 
Doughty; Recording Secretary, Sister J. E. Cleveland; 
Financia] Secretary, Sister S. S. Hartsock; Treasurer, 
Kate Luethye. 

Charter members are: S. L. Hartsock, Martha <A. 
Hartsock, B. C. Berry, Mary L. Berry, C. L. Kenyon, 
Lucy J. Kenyon, F. M. Laws, Philander Hixson, W. E. 
Johnson, Vina Johnson, Henry Leuthye, Katie Leuthye. 
A. W. McKeen, Mary B. McKeen, E. Dailey, Nancy 
Dailey, J. W. Shively, Betsy Shively, J. B. Hixson, 
Emma Hixson, A. L. Barnes, J. E. Doughty, Josiah 
Clinker, Malinda Clinker, J. L. Posten, Martha J. Pos- 
ten, Geo. C. McKeen, Mary E. McKeen, C. W. Clay, 
M. W. Posten, Ida R. Posten, J. H. Crossman, J. Asher, 
Nancy M. Asher, Fremont Fail, Sadie Fail, L. P. Bell, 
Mrs. M. G. Bell, W. E. Fowler, Mrs. S. S. Fowler, 
George Norton, W. D. Clapp, Anna E. Clapp, Anna 
Inman, Hannah Inman. 

Meetings are held at the 1.0.0.F. Hall in Tama on 
the second and fourth Monday nights of each month. 

Purposes of the Club are to cultivate and extend 


‘the social and fraternal relations of life and to visit 
the sick, relieve the distressed and help educate the 


‘orphans. 


Present officers are: Noble Grand, Mrs. Joyce Shaf- 
fer; Vice-Grand, Mrs. Mamie Schroeder; Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. Lena Fox; Financial Secretary, Mrs. 
Eva Bramblett; Treasurer, Mrs. Arlene Porter. 

Members now living holding longest period of mem- 
bership are: Mrs. Ida Sadler, who joined on Feb. 3. 
1894, has been a member 67 years; resides at 500 
Beautiful St. Mrs. Nina Harrison, 206 East 9th St., 
Tama, joined 50 years ago, Nov. 18, 1911. 

The roll of members contains names of those who 
long ago ceased to reside in this vicinity, but sought 
homes in California and Alaska and other distant 
places, continue to keep their membership in this 
lodge. 

Through all the years the members have been busy 
in money-making activities, thus assisting the local 
Odd Fellows to pay for and furnish the lovely lodge 
hall they now have. 

One project the Tama Odd Fellow Lodge and Dia- 
mond Link Rebekah Lodge sponsored in 1961 was to 
send a Tama boy, James Morgan, selected by a com- 
mittee for his scholastic attainment, as a delegate on 
the United Nation Pilgrimage, the cost of which was 
$300.00. He joined a bus load of 35 pilgrimage dele- 
gates from Iowa on July 17, 1961, to begin an educa- 
tional bus tour of New York City, visiting Gettysburg, 
Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., Mt. Vernon and Bal- 
timore enroute. There was daily study at United Na- 
tions and other affiliated organizations and foreign 
delegations. Return trip was by way of Niagara Falls. 
Detroit and Chicago where visits were made at not- 
able points. This is part of the joint Youth Committee 
work of this fraternal organization and has been car- 
ried on for several years. 

A community service carried on each year by Dia- 
mond Link Rebekah Lodge is the sale of forget-me- 
nots. The proceeds go to the disabled American V eter- 
ans. 

Each Rebekah Lodge in Iowa renders aid to the 
Iowa Odd Fellows Home located at Mason City, in 
which there are 15 orphans and 100 elderly people, 
by donating food, canned goods, clothing, money and 
gifts to these people. 

Tama Rebekahs display their culinary arts to the 
public each year by serving a dinner on Election Day. 

There is a local group of 40 Rebekahs working on 
some yearly project either for the Odd Fellows [fome 
or some improvement for the Tama Lodge Hall. It is 
known as the Rebekah Circle. 

Another organization is the Past Grands Association 
composed of some 30 members who in addition to it 
social gathering aids in some benefit to the orgai7a- 
tion either local or state. 

Community welfare work finds many of the Rebek- 
ahs actively contributing their time and money for the 
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betterment of the community in the various commu- 
nity drives. 

County-wide interest and acquaintances are kept 
going by a County Convention at which the five 
lodges in the county meet annually. 

A traveling emblem visits each lodge each year, 
being brought by a group of Rebekahs. There are also 
unity nights at which all lodges attend and enjoy a 
social evening. 

Reverence for the loved ones who now live only in 
memory is observed by an annual memorial service 
and decoration of graves of deceased members. 

This lodge was instituted by Belle Plaine Lodge on 
Jan. 5, 1893, and the charter was issued Oct. 8, 1893, 
by John W. Bulen, Grand Master. Records reveal 
many pleasant activities such as sleighing parties to 
visit other lodges and picnics with other Rebekah 
Lodges, that took place before 1900. Lodge records 
are complete since its organization and are on file in 
the local I.0.0.F. Hall. 

The triple chain that binds us all cannot be torn apart, 

It gives us friends for every day, and love for every 
heart, 

It gives us truth to keep us pure, and guides in all we 
do, 

It gives us courage, day by day, to do the work we 
love to do. 

ROYAL NEIGHBORS OF AMERICA 

Camp No. 1593, Tama, Iowa, was instituted April 
26, 1899, in the K. of R. Hall by Deputy Oracle Mrs. 
Ida Lawrence, with 8 beneficial and 42 social mem- 
bers. The first officers were: Supreme Oracle, Mrs. 
Geo. B. Albert; Oracle, Mrs. W. E. Fowler; Vice- 
Oracle, Mrs. E. E. McAnulty; Past Oracle, Mrs. W. C. 
Clay; Chancellor, Mrs. H. L. Carmichael; Recorder, 
Mrs. Lew Smith; Receiver, Mrs. W. F. Spooner; Mar- 
shal, Mrs. Lawrence Graw; Inner Sentinel, Mrs. Hert 
Hamiel; Outer Sentinel, Sadie Wilcox; Manager, 3 
years, Mrs. Lew Smith; Manager, 2 years, Mrs. A. I. 
Wilcox, Manager, 1 year, Mrs. David Russell. 

The first drill team consisted of the following: Ber- 
tha Graw, Jessie Jackson, Hattie Knight, Lizzie Heg- 
ardt, Anna Hoffman, Mrs. Hazard, Hattie McTavish, 
Alva Russell, Sadie Graharn, Mrs. Wm. Quintard, Car- 
rie Stewart, Lena Smith, Mary Berry, Sadie Croskey, 
Nellie Hoffman. 

The Royal Neighbors of America was chartered as 
a fraternal life insurance society March 21, 1895. It 
ranks as one of the leaders in life insurance. The Su- 
preme office is located in Rock Island, filinois. On 
March 21, 1918, a juvenile departrment was estab- 
lished. One hundred eighteen thousand boys and girls 
are beneficial members. Through a fraternal fund, the 
society provides and maintains a home for the aged 
members who are homeless and alone, located at 
Davenport, Iowa. This fraternal fund also provides 
direct aid to needy members in time of adversity, 
accident and illness. 


At the institution the name of Royal Camp No. 1593 
was chosen and the meetings were to be held the 
second and fourth Mondays of each month. Later the 
meetings were changed to the second and fourth 
Thursdays, and at the present time the meetings are 
held at the Eagles Club in Tama. On October 14, 1902, 
Acorn Camp 2323 of Toledo, Iowa, was consolidated 
with Tama. 

Those signing the constitution were: Mrs. Lew 
Smith, H. L. Carmichael, W. E. Fowler, Georgia 
Spooner, Bertha Graw, G. W. Youngman, Seth Soth, 
Lawrence Graw, E. E. McAnulty, E. S. Fowler, Lena 
I. Smith, Elizabeth Youngman, Alice Hamiell, E. C. 
Stuck, C. L. Culbertson, Mary Culbertson, Alva Rus- 
sell, C. W. Clay, Sadie Wilcox, David Russell, W. F. 
Spooner, Rachel Clay, W. F. Russell, Myria McAnulty. 

The present officers are: Oracle, Esther Hartsell; 
Vice-Oracle, Lucele Pocklington; Past Oracle, Ruby 
Blythe; Chancellor, Irene Jacobsen; Recorder, Izle 
Ratliffe, Receiver, Hilda Hlavacek; Marshal, Marvel 
Manfull; Assistant Marshal, Sadie Balfour; Inner Sen- 
tinel, Irene Fahling; Outer Sentinel, Margaret Peter- 
son; Manager, 3 years; Ruth McQueen; Manager, 2 
years, Evelyn Barlow; Manager, 1 year, Janet Spooner; 
Faith, Karolyn Potter; Courage, Leona Fletcher; Mod- 
esty, Cleo Melsa; Unselfishness, Maxine Jackson; En- 
durance, Neda Pelham; Flag Bearer, Pearl Croskey; 
Musician, Edna Blumenauer; Investigating Commit- 
tee, Ella Fahling, Ella Rebik, Virginia Berry; Cards 
and Flowers, Mary Danielsen; Publicity, Henrietta 
Amidon; Physicians, Dr. A. J. Wentzien, Dr. A. J. Hav- 
lick; Drill Captain, Sadie Balfour. 

Members of the drill team are: Izle Ratliffe, Leona 
Fletcher, Joyce Polka, Evelyn Barlow, Erma Craw- 
ford, Margaret Peterson, Jane Uchytil, Arvilla Loftus, 
Maxine Jackson, Maxine Peska, Jude Smith, Irene Ja- 
cobsen, Marvel Manfull, Esther Hartsell, Ruby Blythe, 
and Cleo Melsa. 

Elizabeth Soth is a 53-year member, while Ethel 
Cory, Ada Fox, Birdie Fowler, Sophia Hoffman and 
Antoinette McRoberts are 50-year members. 


TAMA CHAPTER NO. 424, ORDER OF THE 
EASTERN STAR OF IOWA 


Tama Chapter No. 424, Order of the Eastern Star 
of Iowa, was organized October 29, 1908. 

First officers were: Worthy Matron, Mrs. Nettie A. 
Bracken; Worthy Patron, J. W. Willett; Associate Ma- 
tron, Mrs. Sarah Diamond. 

Charter members were: Sisters — Mrs. Nettie A. 
Bracken, Mrs. Minnie L. Brokhausen, Mrs. Mary 
Chase, Mrs. Sarah Everett, Mrs. Fannie Goodell, Mrs. 
Anna Harrison, Miss Florence B. Harrison, Mrs. Mae 
K. Means, Mrs. Alta M. Redman, Mrs. Caroline S. 
Soleman, Mrs. Susan L. Tanner, Mrs. Anna Rebecca 
Willett, Mrs. Josephine Wonser, Mrs. Sarah Diamond; 
Brothers—F. W. Brokhausen, F. A. Chase, C. J. Cros- 
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by, Max Diamond, D. E. Goodell, Harry L. McRob- 


erts, F. O. Redman, R. H. Ryan, C. H. Tanner, J. W. 
Willett. 

The meeting place is at Masonic Lodge rooms at 
Tama, Iowa, the first Tuesday of each month. 


There are 138 present members, served by the fol- 


lowing officers: Worthy Matron, Voda Weir; Worthy 
Patron, Willis Perry; Associate Matron, Ruth Rucker; 
Associate Patron, Fred Mohrfeld; Secretary, Lena 
Yerkes; Treasurer, Elizabeth Kauble; Conductress, 
Geneva Wright; Associate Conductress, Ruth Kasal; 
Chaplain, Gertrude Zimmer; Marshal, Dorothy Stig- 
ers; Organist, Jean Jones; Adah, Sylvia Hunnicutt; 
Ruth, Evelyn Mohrfeld; Esther, Edith White; Martha 
Olive Stone; Electa, Helen Frink; Warder, Eleanor 
Haberman, Sentinel, Robert Hunnicutt. 


ORDER OF RAINBOW FOR GIRLS 


The Order of the Rainbow Girls, Assembly No. 5, 
was organized Jan. 20, 1926. It was one of the first 
assemblies for Rainbow Girls in Iowa. 

First officers were: Carolyn Goodell, Worthy Ad- 
visor; Mrs. Carl Harrison, Mother Advisor. 

Charter members were: Ethel Blythe, Leora Brick- 
er, Lulu Cobb, Hazel Cory, Lois McFate, Theodosha 
Bissell, Beatrice Gray, Lucile Graff, Helen Shaver, 
Carolyn Goodell, Lillian Harrison, Dorothy Hlavacek, 
Mildred Hearn, Pauline Hearn, Janice McCarty, Ra- 
chael Jones, Genevieve Mills, Vera O’Harra, Cecile 
Mohrfeld, Grinnell Paxton, Bernice Meves, Maxine 
Shaver, Hilma Smith, Mildred Schroeder, Leota Smith, 
Janice Seabert, Wanda Stice, Delight Tims, Eleanor 
Yerkes, Irma Ucenex. 

The meetings are held at Masonic Hall in Tama on 
the second and fourth Wednesday of the month. All 
Assemblies are dedicated to God in Love and Service. 

Rainbow is sponsored by the Tama Order of the 
Eastern Star No. 424. There are 40 members. Present 


officers are: Worthy Advisor, Gloria Strochota; Worthy » 


Associate Advisor, Joan Belton; Charity, Kathy Mc- 
Murray; Hope, Betsy Bouska; Faith, Pamela Slagle; 
Mother Advisor, Marilyn S. Cory. 

New officers are elected every four months. Mrs. 
Grace Sprecher of Denison, Past G.M. of O.E.S., in 
charge of Rainbow in Iowa, came to install the new 
order. The first group of officers did excellent work. 
Many Star Chapters invited them to exemplify the 
work. 


P.E.O. SISTERHOOD, CHAPTER E.W. 

An organization which was founded January 21, 
1869, at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, by seven girls has grown 
to a national society, with chapters in Alaska, Hawaii 
and also Canada. 

On September 21, 1915. Chapter E.W. of Tama, 
Iowa, was organized by Mis. Englebeck of Des 


Moines, Iowa. 
Charter members were: Mrs. Amelia Walz, Mrs. 


Amanda Lufkin, Mrs. Antoinette Newcomer, Mrs, 
Rose Ramsdell, Mrs. Cora Huber, Mrs. Susie Hanna, 
Mrs. Ella Penrose, Mrs. Rebecca Randolph and Miss 
Gail Randolph. 

The first regular meeting of the P.E.O. Sisterhood, 
Chapter E.W., was held on October 12, 1915, at the 
home of Mrs. Ella Penrose. 

At the present time Chapter E.W. has 25 active 
members. 

Mrs. Alda Richards has been a member of the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood 57 years. She first joined Chapter 
D.F., Toledo, Iowa, but is now a member of Chapter 
E.W., Tama. 


Purposes of our organization are educational and 
charitable. 

Officers of Chapter E.W. are: President. Mrs. Isa- 
belle Kouba; Vice-President, Mrs. Marilyn Cory; Re- 
cording Secretary, Mrs. Dorothy Strine; Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Mrs. Nina Brown; Treasurer, Mrs. Olive 
Stone; Chaplain, Mrs. Edith White, and Guard, Mrs. 
Eleanor Haberman. 


SENECA ENCAMPMENT LADIES AUXILIARY 
NO. 135 


Seneca Encampment No. 135, Auxiliary to the Sen- 
eca Encampment of Iowa, became an Auxiliary on 
March 24, 1928, as a State of lowa organization. 

Charter members are: Faye Houdyshell Harriet 
Shaffer, Anna Hoffman, Nancy Dailey, Emily Tode, 
Nellie Laws, Minnie Berry, Silver Jackson, Lena Shaw, 
Minnie Werner, Emma Wells, Alma Sincox, Eva 
Bramblett, Agnes Snyder, Mae Shaw, Florence Bishop, 
Grace Bell, Ethel Evans, Minnie Bear, Bertha Ander- 
sop, Mamie Wiseman, Anna Granger, Bessie Short, 
Susan Griswold, Edna Hoffman, Katherine Aiken, 
John Evans, Roscoe Hoffman, F. M. Laws, E. W. 
Bishop, Floyd Shaffer. 

Two Matriarchs of this Auxiliary became Grand 
Officers; Grace Bell of Toledo and Mae Shaw became 
Grand Matriarchs of this organization. 

At the Sovereign Grand Lodge session at Philadel- 
phia September, 1950, the Encampment Auxiliaries 
was recognized as a Grand Body. On October 17, 
1950, the Grand Encampment of Iowa recognized the 
Auxiliary branch in Iowa as a Grand Ladies Encamp- 
ment Auxiliary of Iowa. 

The officers of Seneca Encampment Auxiliary No. 
135 of Tama are: Chief Matriarch, Anna Granger; 
High Priestess, Pearl Croskey; Senior Warden, Nora 
Croskey; Junior Warden, Caroline Schaffer; Scribe, 
Dorothy Rayman; Treasurer, Joyce Shaffer. 

Since the Auxiliary has been organized by the Sov- 
ereign Grand Lodge, one member has attained a 
Grand office. Joyce Shaffer, wife of Past Grand Patri- 
arch Roy L. Shaffer, was installed as Grand Matriarch 
of the Grand Ladies Encampment, Auxiliary of Iowa, 
on October 15, 1951, and served for one year. 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


OAK HILL CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 


Early history taken from records left by Mrs. H. C. 
Woods: 


“Aug. 30, 1869—At a meeting of stock holders held 


at the office of F. J. M. Wonser, the Oak Hill Ceme- 
tery Association was organized and articles of incorpo- 
ration adopted. 


“July 16, 1880—The incorporated town of Tama 
City, paid to the stock holders $550.00 and received 
deed of plot of ground of 7.31 acres (except 4 sq. rods) 
known as Oak Hill Cemetery with all property be- 
longing to same. 


“August 25, 1883—The Ladies Oak Hill Cemetery 
Association was organized with 21 charter members. 
The first officers of this Association were: Mrs. H. 
Soleman, President; Mrs. S. A. Thompson, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Mrs. E. L. Carmichael, Secretary, and Mrs. J. H. 
Brooks, Treasurer. 


“The preamble to the constitution read as follows: 
“Whereas the Ladies of Tama City, in order to form 
a union of action and secure the assistance of all, in 
improving the grounds of Oak Hill Cemetery, do or- 
dain and establish the following constitution.’ ” 


The following is taken from a record of the first 
twenty years work: 


“August 20, 1903— The Cemetery Association, a 
power for good in Tama, the history of the Oak Hill 
Cemetery may well be pointed to with pride by every 
citizen of Tama. It was organized Aug. 25, 1883, with 
21 charter members. On Tuesday of this week, the 
Association attained the age of twenty years. 


“Of all the societies and associations that Tama has 
had, the Oak Hill Cemetery Association is the one 
that has the most conclusively demonstrated its value 
to the City. When it took charge of the Cemetery, it 
took charge of an unkept field, overgrown with weeds, 
surrounded by a tumble down fence, a home for the 
bodies of loved ones that added to the terrors of 
death. 


“Today Oak Hill Cemetery is one of the most beau- 
tifl Cemeteries in the State. Flowers grow in profu- 
sion. The lawn is a beautiful carpet of green, always 
attractive. The fence is in harmony with the attrac- 
tive surroundings. Many beautiful monuments point 
rnourners to the sky, and everything in contrast with 
what existed twenty years ago gives proof of a resur- 
rection. Every citizen of Tama should doff his hat to 
the Oak Hill Cemetery Association and congratulate 
it for what it has done and wish it many years of use- 
fulness in the future.” 

“March 3, 1908—Mrs. Catherine Jackson sold 5.19 
acres of land adjoining the west side of the Cemetery 
to the City of Tama for $908.25.” 


TAMA LIBRARY 


PUBLIC LIBRARY, TAMA, IOWA 


The early history of the Tama Library, its origin, 
early difficulties and opening are described in a report 
by a former librarian, Mrs. H. C. Woods. 

The report was prepared for a general survey with- 
in the state and the material was gathered from stories 
in the Tama Herald and the minutes of the meeting 
of the City Council and Library Board. 

The Library was first opened for services early in 
February, 1907. 

The Federation of Women’s Clubs in Tama had 
been formed to establish and support a public library 
and their collection of books was used widely. They 
offered to turn over to the library 1500 volumes if 
such a library were established. 

John E. Gould, Tama postal clerk, and Professor 
C. E. Fleming of the Tama Public School submitted 
the question to the City Council Dec. 10, 1903. 

“Shall a free public Library be established and 
maintained in Tama, and shall a tax of two mills on 
the dollar be levied for its support?” 

The council decided to submit the question to the 
people at the March municipal election The vote was 
favorable by a small margin. Mayor Bolen appointed 
the first library board consisting of the following: 
W. H. Albrecht, John E. Gould, John Toner, Henry 
Soleman, Mrs. B. L. Clutier, Mrs. J. L. Bracken, Frank 
E. Elliott, M. W. Posten and Mrs. E. E. Dailey. 

The site was selected in 1904 but the cornerstone 
was not laid until August 10, 1906. 

In answer to a letter written August 30, 1904, by 
Mrs. J. L. Bracken, Mr. Carnegie gave $7500.00 to 
erect a free Public Library. The Carnegie appropria- 
tion was later increased to $8000.00. 

Miss Blanch Stewart was the first librarian from the 
opening of the Library in February 1907. 

The librarians have been the following: Miss Stew- 
art, Mrs. Frank Chase, Mrs. H. C. Woods, and Miss 
Thelma Carmichael, who has served since July 1950. 
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THE OCTAGON CLUB 


From January 1917 to September 1948 
Typed by Hilda Hlavacek 
Paper written and read at the Octagon Club 
by Ada Carmichael, September 20, 1948 


The organization of the Octagon Club and why so 
named is explained in detail in the copy of a paper 
written and read by Mrs. Leah Maynard Storm at one 
of its meetings, which I shall now read: 


Quote: When writing an article for the Club 
Whether prose or verse, just try 
To settle your thoughts in the fewest words 
And let them be crisp and dry. 
And when it is finished and you suppose 
It is done exactly brown, 
Just look it over again, and then 
Boil it down. 
And I will endeavor to do this little deed . . . 
What’s in a Name? 

So many people at meetings have asked the name 
of our Tama Club, and have followed up the question 
with another, “Why Octagon Club?” that Mrs. Bracken 
has suggested my giving something of the organization 
of said Club and why we chose that particular name: 

It was in the year of our Lord, January 9, 1917, that 
eight ladies of literary learning met and decided that 
a Club should be organized. 


One member was informally chosen as President, 
another said her aspirations were along Vice-Presiden- 
tial lines, and the office was given her. Someone laugh- 
ingly suggested that we have eight offices, so that all 
eight ladies might bear official titles, and call ourselves 
the Octagon Club. This idea met with approval and 
thus the Octagon Club sprang into being, the follow- 
ing ladies being the Charter members and official staf: 

President, Mrs. }. L. Bracken; Vice-President, Mabel 
Warner; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Storm; Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Mrs. Fred (Ida) Soleman; Treas- 
urer, Mrs. Edith Tims; Referee or Critic, Mrs. Gray; 
Director, Mrs. MacMartin; Mistress of Ceremonies, 
Mrs. N. S. Beale. 


We chose eight heroines to personify in our opening 
ceremony and the eight officers stood grouped about 
an octagonal floor cloth which rested on a table. On 
this cloth were the pictures of our heroines and their 
various symbols. 

Before reading further this poster gives the officers, 
positions, symbols, heroines, and the motto of each so 
that you may visualize and better understand the plan 
as I read on. 

“Our President’s position was on the North of Octa- 
gon, and was symbolized by the mind. Her heroine 
was Mrs. Browning; her motto; “Knowledge comes 
through suffering.” 

The Vice-President stood at the South and her sym- 
bol was the soul. Her heroine, Harriet Beecher Stowe; 
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her motto, “The possession of a Human soul is an aw- 
ful thing for a ‘bad man’ to have.” 

' The Recording Secretary stood at the East. Her 
symbol was the ear. Her heroine, Joan of Arc; her 
motto, “Mine ears have not deceived me, those voices 
were from God,” being the last words spoken by Joan 
of Arc. 

The Corresponding Secretary stood at the West. 
Her symbol was the hand. Her heroine, Queen Louise: 
her motto, “We are not the plaything of chance; we 
are in God’s hands.” 

At the left of the President on the Northeast stood 
the Treasurer. Her heroine was Frances Willard; her 
symbol, the eye. Her motto, taken from one of Miss 
Willard’s lectures, was “He opens the eyes of the 
blind.” 

On the Northwest stood the Director. Her symbol 
was the tongue; her heroine, Fanny Crosby; her motto. 
from her hymns, “Tell the Story” and “Saved by 
Grace.” 

Our Referee or Critic occupied a position on the 
Southwest. Her symbol was the heart; her heroine. 
Julia Ward Howe; her motto, “He is sifting out the 
hearts of men before His judgement seat.” 

On the Southeast stood our Mistress of Ceremonies. 
Her heroine was Florence Nightingale; her symbol, 
the foot; her motto, “Feet was I to the Blind.” 

Of course, in due time our little Club of eight grew 
to 30. Became federated in 1917 and a real grown-up 
Club with Parliamentary drill “on everything,” but we 
still cling to the name Octagon, and recall with rea! 
pleasure, and some amusement, the days when there 
were only eight members, but each held an office.” 

The Federation number is 879; colors, Sky Blue and 
Gold; creed, “The Chain of Service Shall Not Break 
Where I Stand.” Meetings are held 2nd Monday of the 
month, 

The purpose of the club is “social and intellectual 
and higher moral development of its members.” In 
1961 there were 25 active members and 2 honorar\ 
members. 

Present officers are: President, Mrs. Paul Stigers; 
Vice-President, Mrs. Mark Svacina; Secretary, Mrs 
Duane Cory; Treasurer, Mrs. Alfred Brown. 


CIVIC IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE 


The Civic Improvement League was formed on June 
16, 1919, with 64 members on the rolls. The League 
was formed for the betterment, beautifying the City 
of Tama, and to provide comfort to those who may be 
temporary guests of the City. 

The first officers were: President, Amelia Walz; First 
Vice-President, Mary Simek; Second Vice-President. 
Margaret Walz; Recording Secretary, Ethel Carpenter 
Secretary, Mattie Bracken; Treasurer, Antonctte M 
Roberts. 

The articles cf incorporation were filed on March 6 
1920, with the idea of purchasing a building. After 
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some debate the estate on State St. known as the EI- 
liott house was purchased from W. H. Albrecht. This 
house became the League’s first Rest Room. The 
money was raised by lots of hard work, by giving din- 
ners, donations from business men, sponsoring plays, 
‘etc. This house was sold May, 1938, to Mr. Albrecht, 
and the League purchased the Kallem estate of two 
homes. One, where the Sires Hatchery now stands, 
was made into a Rest Room. In 1943, this property was 
sold to Arthur Mason, and the money was placed in 
bonds. 

Various other improvements were made. In 1919, at 
the Appleton School located on East 3rd St., sand piles 
and teeters were given. In Oak Park through the years 
the following improvements were made: 

1920-1921—Four rope swings, two stoves and wood- 

en slide. 

1923-1930—Trees and flowers were planted and seats 

and swings painted and repaired. 

1930—Small circle swing, teeters, and drinking foun- 

tain installed. 

1932-1934—Merry-go-round swing, log cabin erected. 

1936—Shelter house erected and rest room facilities 

were installed. 

1940-Steel slide and hand bars. Plans were made 

to screen the shelter house and install awnings 
soon. 

There is only one charter member of the rolls, Mrs. 
Kathryn Quintard. There are seven members now. 
Present officers are: President, Mrs. Nora Croskey; 
First Vice-President, Mrs. Belle McIntyre; Second 
Vice-President, Mrs. Kathryn Quintard; Secretary, 
Mrs. Pearl Croskey; Treasurer, Anna Granger. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 


MORTGAGE BURNING, MARCH 17, 1959 
Front row: Roy L. Shaffer, Jean McMurray, Milo Tomas. 
Middle row: Wilbert Benda, George Novotny. Back row: Herry 
McRoberts, Anson Jackson, Roy Scott. 


The Enright-Schrader Post No. 73 of the American 
Legion was organized in Tama June 2, 1919, for all 


.men who served from April 6, 1917 to Nov. 11, 1918, 


and had honorable discharge from the United States 
armed services. 

The first officers elected were: Commander: M. W. 
Gadbury; First Vice-Commander, Edward Youngman; 
Second Vice-Commander, Chas. A. Witosky; Adjutant, 
Charles Torrance; Finance Officer, Fred L. Gerlack; 
Historian, Howard Kauble; Chaplain, William Lauder- 
dale; Color Bearer, William Anderson; Bugler, Harvey 
Purk; Color Guard, Lucian Kucerak; Color Guard, Ar- 
thur Youngman. ; 

Preamble of the Constitution of the American Le- 
gion: “For God and Country, we associate ourselves 
to gather for the following purposes: To uphold and 
defend the Constitution of the United States of Ameri- 
ca; to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate 
a one hundred per cent Americanism; to preserve the 
memories and incidents of our association in the great 
wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to 
the community, state and nation; to combat the autoc- 
racy of both the classes and the masses; to make right 
the master of might; to promote peace and good will 
on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the 
principles of justice, freedom and democracy; to con- 
secrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion 
to mutual helpfulness. 

The first charter was a temporary affair and was 
signed by 76 members. The permanent charter was 
issued in 1934, and 147 members signed this charter. 

The first club room was in the Murray building, 
then the basement of the Soleman Annex, the Frank 
Lenhart building on East Third Street. The present 
location was started in 1938. Mr. Cherry of the Paper 
Mill gave the old office building to the Legion, moving 
it to the lot on Fifth Street, purchased from Hubert 
Kubicek. In 1951 the building was enlarged and re- 
modeled. 

Memorial services at the Sheridan Church were 
started in 1938 by the Post, also Boy’s State project 
was started in 1938 to teach government to the boys 
in High School... 

The officers for 1962 are: Commander, Devere Fahl- 
ing; First Vice-Commander, Leonard Shilhanek; Sec- 
ond Vice-Commander, Paul Polka; Adjutant, James J. 
Rucker; Finance Officer, George Novotny; Historian, 
Roy L. Shaffer; Chaplain, Milo Tomas; Service Officer, 
Wilbert Benda; Sergeant-at-Arms, Tony Salomone; Le- 
gal Officer, Ben Morris. 

Elected to the Executive Board are: Harry McRob- 
erts, Roy Scott, Wayne Porter, Dale Duffy, and Anson 
Jackson. 

The membership for 1961 was 378 members. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 


The American Legion Auxiliary was organized Octo- 
ber 10, 1921. First officers were: President, Mrs. E. E. 
Ehret; Vice-President, Mrs. Dell Sadler; Secretary, 
Mrs. Howard Kauble; Treasurer, Mrs. George Young- 
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an; Historian, Mrs. Edward Youngman; Press Agent, 
Mrs. George Laws. 
| Charter members are: Sara Rebecca Allen, Gladys 
Bartlett, Mildred Bartlett, Minnie Berry, Mabel Booth, 
Vera Blair, Nora Bricker, Lulu Brokhausen, Josephine 
Belknap, Grace Carnal, Orphia Coyle, Nellie Cum- 
mings, Doris Culbertson, Florence Croskey, Florence 
\Christenson, Sena Christenson, Ellen Christenson, EI- 
|sie Coyle, Hattie Delapp, Emma Ehret, Inez Ehret, 
Marguerite Enright, Francis Friend, Lillian Hanus, 
Rose Harrison, Ruth Harrison, Alice Hanlon, Dorothy 
Hlavacek, Hilda Hlavacek, Helen Hlavacek, Mary 
Hazard, Amy Kentner, Lucinda Kirk, Josephine Kupka, 
Amy Kauble, Sara Kern, Nellie Laws, Christine Laws, 
Grace Leonard, Belle Lauderdale, Bertha Maxfield, 
| Ethel Marean, Marie McCarty, Edith McCarty, Dona 
Metz, Jenifer Nelson, Mary O'Connell, Agnes Pitka, 
Edna Pelisek, Louise Pitka, Lucile Pocklington, Mary 
Randall, Eunice Randall, Irene Roach, Mary Rund- 
lett, Rebecca Randolph, Hazel Randolph, Julia Roach, 
Mildred Roach, Alva Russell, Bonnie Reisel, Anna Shaf- 
fer, Elizabeth Shaffer, Wilda Shaffer, Francis Spooner, 
Mary Slaboch, Ida B. Sadler, Grace Torrance, Lena 
Tschopp, Christine Todd, Emily Tomlinson, Margaret 


Van Meter, Minnie Wentworth, Nancy Wentworth, 
Jessie White, Beulah Willadson, Mima Wilke, Minnie 
Witosky, Elizabeth Youngman, Hattie Youngman. 


It was voted to have a meeting the first and third 
Tuesday of every month. The hall above the Svacina 
Harness Shop, now Blythe’s, was the first meeting 
place. 


The purpose of the Club: Rehabilitation of the vet- 
eran, child welfare, community service and American- 
ism. Hospital equipment is also available for local 
citizens. 

There are 335 members at the present time, and the 
present officers are: President, Mrs. James (Nellie) 


‘Vavra; Vice-President, Mrs. Bob (Kitty) Shadden; Re- 


cording Secretary, Mrs. Clark (Lucille) Playle; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Mrs. Leroy (Judy) Buckley; 
Treasurer, Mrs. E. C. (Grinnell) Carnal; Chaplain, 
Mrs. Ray (Mary) Billman; Historian, Mrs. J. F. 
(Edna) Pelishek; First Sergeant-at-Arms, Mrs. Jack 
(Blanche) McMurray; Second Sergeant-at-Arms, Mrs. 
Pat (Nev) Malone; Executive Board, Mrs. Anson 
(Maxine) Jackson, Mrs. Ed (Adeline) Semotan, Mrs. 
Leland (Joan) Fisher. 


CLUB AND SOCIETIES 


CLOVER CLUB 


The “Clover Club” was organized in 1922. It joined 
the Federated Club in 1922, too. Ten women were 
charter members. They were Mrs. Nettie Bracken, 
Mrs. Ida Posten, Mrs. Mame Booth, Mrs. Mary Simek, 
Mrs. Minnie Clark, Mrs. Elizabeth Ingram, Mrs. El- 
nora Snyder, Mrs. Moors, Mrs. (Dr.) Sievers and Mrs. 
Birdie Fowler. 

This group was organized to be a Club of both 
“Town and Country Women.” Their motto: “A good 
memory is a fine thing if its owner knows what to 
forget.” 


TAMA GARDEN CLUB 


The Tama Garden Club was organized Dec. 8, 1928, 
with a membership of sixty-five including husbands 
and wives. Mrs. W. G. MacMartin was the first Presi- 
dent; Mrs. Earl Soth, Vice-President, and Miss Ruth 
Horner, Secretary and Treasurer. The charter mem- 
bers living in 1961 are Mrs. Earl Soth, Mrs. Ray Cros- 
krey, and Mrs. W. G. MacMartin. 

Meetings are held the first Friday of each month 
except July and August. 

_The purposes of the Club are to encourage civic 
planting, aid in protection of native trees, plants and 
birds and adding beauty to our- highways, most par- 
ticularly the Wayside Park at the east end of Tama 
and at the intersection of old Highway 30 and the new 
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Highway 30. Each year the Club buys a wildlife stamp 
book and donates this to the Tama Library. 

The membership is now 29. The present officers are: 
Mrs. Ralph Baker, President; Mrs. Robert Ingles, Vice- 
Presiderff, and Mrs. Linden Fox, Secretary-Treasurer. 
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Early interest in golf as a sport began in this com- 
munity in the mid-twenties. 

Mr. R. L. Beale Sr. of Tama provided some of the 
impetus for the beginning of a golf course. The ground 
just north of old Highway 30 at the west edge of Tama 
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was used for several years as a six-hole course. As 
interest grew, many local citizens were willing to 
spend time, money, and effort to establish a perma- 
nent nine-hole regulation course. 


Among these were the first officers of the 1937 Cor- 
poration who were: President, W. L. Ehret; Vice- 
President, Frank McClaskey; Secretary-Treasurer, C. 
O. Shaller; Directors, Charles King, M. L. Kensinger, 
Fred Goza, H. L. McRoberts, Leonard Hokal. 


When the ground at the present site was procured, 
there began a steady progress toward the present fa- 
cilities as they now stand. Each year now and vounger 
officers take over the helm and do their bit toward 
improving the grounds, clubhouse and the entire pro- 
gram. 

The Club began business November 12, 1957, under 
the name “The Tama-Toledo Golf Club.” The object 
of this corporation shall be to conduct and operate a 
Golf Club for the residents of Tama and Toledo, Iowa, 
and the vicinity, without profit. 


Present officers are: President, George F. Friday; 
Vice-President, O. E. Harris; Secretary, Dr. B. K. 
Teater; Treasurer, L. R. Zeorfoss; Directors, H. F. Mc- 
Roberts, George Stein, Bill Lazar, Eldon Adams, 
Chas. J. Kupka. 


This nine-hole golf course and its modern clubhouse 
provides many hours of recreation for families of the 
community and surrounding area. 


The Club opens each spring on the first of May and 
closes about the first of November. In addition to the 
many golfing activities the clubhouse provides facili- 
ties for numerous affairs, such as dances, parties, and 
many activities sponsored by the ladies’ and men’s 
organizations. 


It has been said by many of the old timers of the 
Club and repeated by the younger members, as trying 
times come and go that “There will always be a Tama- 


Toledo Country Club.” 
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TAMA FEDERATED CLUB 


The Tama Federated Club was organized in 1940 
with the following officers: President, Eileen McNa- 
mar; Vice-President, Thelma Carmichael; Secretary- 
Treasurer, Mrs. Mahlon Gaunt. 


~The goal of the Club is to make our City better and 


more beautiful place to live in. They have helped to 
redecorate the Public Library and many other things 
in the City. 

At present there are 21 members. The present offi- 
cers are: President, Mrs. Lyle Pagel; Vice-President, 
Dorothy Zirat; Secretary, Mrs. Harold Hoskins; Treas- 
urer, Mrs, Wayne Reinbrecht; Historian and Publicity, 
Mrs. Rolland Morgan. 


TAMA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Tama County Historical Society of Iowa was 
organized on April 9, 1942, with the following officers: 
President, Mrs. W. G. MacMartin, Tama: Vice-Presi- 
dent, R. C. Woods, Traer; Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. 
Wm. S. Gallagher, Tama; Trustees, Mrs. H. P. Giger. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Soth, C. W. Maplethorpe. 

Five hundred thirty-three Charter Members from 
all over the County helped to get this organization 
started. 

The organization meets the first Saturday in April 
at the Court House at Toledo, Iowa. 

The purposes of this Society shall be to promote, 
perpetuate and preserve the history of Tama County 
and the State of Iowa. The Society is still listing arti- 
cles that can be placed in the cases in Toledo, either 
as a gift or loan to the Society. We have one of the 
largest public exhibits in the State of Iowa at no 
charge to the public. Exhibits are open to the public 
whenever the Court House is open for county business. 

The present officers are: President, Roy L. Shaffer, 
Tama; Vice- President. Harold Hufford, Toledo; Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, H. P. Giger, Toledo. 


VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 


Wm. Kvidera Post No. 6607 of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of United States was chartered April 19, 1946. 
The first officers were: Commander, John L. Hanify; 
Senior Vice-Commander, David E. Terry; Junior Vice- 
Commander, Gerald L. Svacina; Quartermaster, Ear] 
C. McEltree Jr.; Chaplain, Father Paul La Valette. 

The objects of their Association are: Fraternal, Pa- 
triotic, Historical and Educational; to preserve and 
strengthen comradeship among members, to assist 
worthy comrades, to perpetuate the memory and his- 
tory of our dead; to assist their widows and orphans, 
to maintain true allegiance to the government of the 
U.S. and fidelity to its constitution and laws; to foster 
true patriotism, to maintain and extend the institutions 
of American freedom, and to preserve and defend the 
U.S. from all her enemies whomsoever. 

The present club home at the east -edge of Tarna 
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was built in December 1955 and the mortgage was 
burned in 1960. At the present time there are 187 
members. 

The present officers are: Commander, John L. Ko- 
pecky; Senior Vice-Commander, James Sorenson; Jun- 
ior Vice-Commander, James L. Kirkaldy; Quarter- 
master and Adjutant, LeRoy Smith; Senior Officer, 
DeVere Fahling; Chaplain, Ralph McGee. 


Auxiliary to William Kvidera Post 6607, 
Tama, lowa, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 


The Auxiliary was instituted on Nov. 14, 1955, with 
24 names on the charter. 


The objects of the Auxiliary are, first, assisting the 
Post in every way we can; second, help all Veterans 
and their families; third, teach loyalty to our country. 

The first officers were: President, Wilma Mott; Vice- 
President, Doris Polka; Second Vice-President, Pearl 
Croskey; Treasurer, Norma Werner; Chaplain, Wini- 
fred Croskey; Conductress, Jean Bailey; Guard, Nelda 
Tesar; Secretary, Deloris Garrett; Pat. Inst., Jean 
Bailey; Trustees: Ist, Mabel Brown; 2nd, Louise 
Gantt; 3rd, Marie Vileta; Color Bearers: Ist, Myrtle 
Abbott; 2nd, Anita Anderson; 3rd, Mary Ann Novotny; 
4th, Lillian Roth; Flag Bearer, Marlene Abbott; Ban- 
ner Bearer, Jean Mikkelson; Historian, Esther Craw- 
ford, 

We donate to our Hospital and cancer program each 
month, and to our National Home. We also sponsor a 
bowling team, and we assist in sponsoring a junior 
team. 

Present officers are: President, Pearl Croskey; Vice- 
President, Senior, Dorothy Roeder; Vice-President, 
Junior, Mary Rund; Treasurer, Kathleen Werner: Sec- 
retary, Gloria Myers; Chaplain ,Darlene Ramsey; Con- 
ductress, Winifred Croskey; Guard, Darlene Jordan; 
Flag Bearer, Esther Crawford; Patriotic Instructor, 
Fonda Smith; Trustees, Arvilla Loftus, Gladys Timm, 
Ella Fahling; Color Bearers, Lauretta Quigley, Blanche 
Rucker, Alice Weise, Hazel Hodina. 


THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES 
2828 


The Fraternal Order of Eagles 2828 was instituted 
in Tama May 16, 1948. The first Aerie Club rooms 


were in the basement of the Soleman Annex. Jn May | 


1949, the present building was purchased. In May 
1954, the mortgage was paid. Various improvenients 
have been made from time to time and the building is 
a modern and convenient club room, one of the best 
in the state. 

There were 88 Charter Members, namely: Glenn W. 
Anderson, William E. Arp, Jack L. Baldwin, Jay A. 
Balfour, Don C, Barker, Wilbert L. Benda, William i 
Benda, Donald J. Bierstedt, Durwood G. Blake, Gerald 
E. Bolen, George M. Brown, Rinzo L. Brown, Samuel 


Bryan, Dale O. Capper, Edwin C. Carnal, Arthur E. 
Chaloupek, Amil J. Chalupsky, Calvin E. Clark, C), de 
E. Davis, William E. Davis, Henry J. D'Orazio, John 
L. D’Orazio, Edward Drobny, Reed Fahling, Clark S. 
Ferneau, Warren Filloon, Frank Fontinel, Jerold A. 
Gibbs, Merlyn Graham, Tom Hamill, Robert C. Harri- 
son, James E. Hartman, Karl J. Haughey, John II. 
Heilig, Talbert L. Hill, Harvey L. Hines, Frank j. 
Hodina, Harry J. Hodina, Harold E. Hotchkiss, Harlan 
W. Huyck, Elmer C. Jacobsen, R. F. Jacobsen, Ralph 
J. Janssen, Wm. A. Kaliban, Leo Kaufman, Ralph : 
Kearney, Ronald J. Kremenak, Charles Kriz, Russel! 1. 
Kroeger, John Kuklik, Donald R. McCaulley, Waldo 
McCollister, Lloyd J. McCoy, Kenneth McFate, Ernest 
J. Mayo, Harley O. Mikkelson, Fred Mohrfeld, Calvin 
B. Moore, Edward E. Moore, Robert H. Moore, Frank 
D. Mott, Vernon R. Olsen, Leroy R. Petersen, Frank 
B. Plucar, Albert Polka, Glenn H. Potter, Jesse Prich- 
ett, Walter G. Robinson, Joseph V. Rund, Roy C. Scott, 
Charles Seabert Jr., John See, Walter V. Shadden. 
Harold E. Shefchik, Dean L. Sieck, Charles R. Smith. 
Donald L. Smith, Harold A. Smith, Roy Smith, Charles 
L. Snuffin, William A. Soucek, Steve A. Sprickert, Les- 
ter L. Spire, Wyman A. Stanford, Gerald J. Svacina. 
Floyd H. Tower, Don E. Turbett, Clement Van De 
Woestyne, John Wagoner, John F. Wieland, Francis 
M. Wilkinson, Wesley L. Wilkinson, Marion Willson. 
Arthur A. Wilson, Wayne A. Yohn, C. H. Yerkes. 
George E. Zeman, Joseph V. Zeman. 


The first officers were: Junior Past President and 
Organizer, Harold Hotchkiss; President, John L. Wag- 
oner; Vice-President, Vernon R. Olsen; Chaplain, Cal- 
vin Clark; Conductor, Warren Filloon; Secretary. 
Charles L. Snuffin, Treasurer, Henry D'Orazio; Tnis- 
tees, Wesley L. Wilkinson, William J. Soucek. anc 
Dan E. Turbett; Inside Guard, Ernest Mayo; Outside 
Guard, Harley Mikkelson. 


The Aerie is a Fraternal organization set up for so- 
cial activities for its members and does many humani- 
tarian things for the community. 


Meeting nights are every Wednesday evening. The 
state project for 1959 was to finance the building of a 
Chapel at the camp for crippled children near Des 
Moines. 

The past presidents of the Aerie are Harold Hotch- 
kiss, L. Wagoner, Wayne Yohn, O. H. Schultz. Otto 
Kupka, Verland Fischer, Emil Uchytil, Ervin P. Joens. 
Wesley L. Wilkinson, Lynn McDowell, Ivan Libby, 
Adolph Kriz, Edward Sweerin, and Warren Filloon. 

The present officers are: Junior Past President. War- 
ren Filloon; President, Frank S. Wilson: Vice-Presi- 
dent, J. J. Kriens, Chaplain, William Soucek. Conduc- 
tor, O. H. Schultz, Secretary, W. L. Wilkinson. Treas- 
urer, Emil Uchytil; Inside Guard, Leroy O Connor 
Outside Guard, Carl Rutledge; Trustees, Wayne Yohn, 
Arden L. Brown, and Waldo McCollister. There were 
600 members in 1961. 
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THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES 
AUXILIARY 2828 


The Fraternal Order of Eagles Auxiliary 2828 was 
instituted July 13, 1952. The Auxiliary was organized, 
as the name implies, to help the local Aerie in any way 
they can and carry on humanitarian projects of their 
own. 

Muscular Dystrophy has been a project of the Inter- 
national Auxiliary for many years. Various other proj- 
ects are carried out, both nationally and locally. 

There were 56 Charter Members who signed the 
Charter, namely: Irene Applegate, Dorothy Atwood, 
Sadie Balfour, Marguerite Blake, Agnes Chaloupek, 
Elsie Childe, Verna Danner, Lorraine Davis, Irene 
Fahling, Ethel Filloon, Lucille Fischer, Helen For- 
rester, Colleen Franklin, Viola Graham, Margaret Har- 
mon, Marguerite Heishman, Margaret Hendricks, 
Irene Jacobsen, Meriam Joens, LaVonne Kasal, Donna 
Keup, Ruth Ann Kriz, Della Kucera, Clara Kupka, 
Mabel Lindquist, Betty Loftus, Irene Long, Eldina 
Lovitt, Irene Mansfield, Mary McFate, Mardelle Mc- 
Guire, Lois McKee, Cleo Melsa, Betty Needs, Ruth 
Petersen, Velva Porter, Karolyn Potter, Catherine 
Prichett, Izle Ratliffe, Agnes Rebik, Mildred Schultz, 
Marie See, Dorothy Shefchik, Edith Schefchik, 
Blanche Shepler, Cecelia Sieck, Gertrude Sieck, Ber- 
tha Soucek, Laura Spire, Tillie Steuhm, Tillie Sweerin, 
Jean Turbett, Jane Uchytil, Joy Wilkinson, Mary Jo 
Wolfe, Frances Yohn. 

The first officers were: Junior Past President and 
Organizer, Irene Fahling; President, Irene Jacobsen; 
Vice-President, Clara Kupka, Chaplain, Verna Dan- 
ner; Conductor, Frances Yohn; Secretary, Mildred 
Schultz; Treasurer, Joy Wilkinson; Inside Guard, Ag- 
nes Rebik; Outside Guard, Jean Turbett; Trustees, 
Sadie Balfour, Edith Shefchik, and Lois McKee; Audi- 
tor, Colleen Franklin. 

In 1961 there were 213 members. 

_ Meetings are held the second and fourth Monday of 
each month. The Past Presidents who served so faith- 
fully are: Irene Fahling, Irene Jacobsen, Clara Kupka, 
Meriam Joens, Verna Danner, Frances Yohn, Joy Wilk- 
inson, Mildred Schultz, Jane Uchytil, and Ruth Ann 
Kriz. 

The present officers are: Junior Past President, Ruth 
Ann Kriz; President, Cleo Melsa; Vice-President, Ruth 
McCollister; Chaplain, Frances McDowell; Conductor, 
Jude Smith; Secretary, Pearl Sneilenbarger; Treasurer, 
Jane Herink; Inside Guard, Emma Herink; Outside 
Guard, Agnes Chaloupek; Trustees, Clara Kupka, Jane 
Uchytil and Verna Danner Funke. 


TAMA BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL 
WOMEN’S CLUB 
The Tama Business and Professional Women’s Club 


was organized September 1952 under the leadership 
of Mrs. Victor Bredimus of Marshalltown. The charter 


was signed Oct. 1, 1952, and the first officers were: 
Jeannene Scott, president; Ruth Fulton, vice-president; 
Rosemary Wilson, recording secretary, and Bess In- 
gles, treasurer. 

There were 43 charter members. They are: Carrie 
Cashatt, Mae Davis, Wanda Davis, Margaret Duffy, 
Katherine D’Orazio, Mary Danielson, Verna Danner, 
Doris Doran, Ruth Fulton, Elizabeth Feist, Dorothy 
Glendy, Mrs. John Hynek, Bess Ingles, Maxine Jack- 
son, Ellen Kilcoin, Agnes Kriz, Gertrude Laird, Joan 
Marshall, Betty Masker, Ruth McQueen, Delia Ann 
Metz, Dora Metz, Genevieve Novotny, Annabelle 
Prusha, Pat Porter, Dr. Linnie Pitcher, Mary Jo Pro- 
chaska, Emma Russie, Jeannene Scott, Dorothy Steies, 
Carleen Steuhm, Daisy Sires, Jene Seabert, Corrine 
Shoop, Geraldine Thomas, Helen Tode, Norma Wer- 
ner, Rosemary Wilson, Ruth Wilson, Lulu Wieland, 
and Grace Zobel. 

The purposes of the club are to elevate the stand- 
ards of women in the business world. The club has 
helped with the community projects. In 1955, with the 
help of the Community, the club gave equipment to 
Appleton Park in the southeast part of the city. They 
have sponsored an annual Easter Egg Hunt for the 
children at Oak Park, a hobby show in November, 
mailed Easter Seals for crippled children and have 
carried an active legislative program. In 1961 the club 
sponsored the printing of a Centennial Book of Tama. 

The present officers are: Mrs. Pearl Snellenbarger, 
president; Mrs. Bess Ingles, Ist vice-president; Mrs. 
Grinnell Carnal, 2nd vice-president; Mrs. June Turner, 
recording secretary; Mrs. Dorothy Steies, correspond- 
ing secretary, and Miss Genevieve Novotny, treasurer. 
There are now 37 members. 


THE TAMA INVESTMENT CLUB 


The Tama Investment Club was organized in July 
1956, consisting of eleven business men. It is in its 
sixth year and meets once a month at the homes of 
the members. 

The following are Charter Members of the Club: 
Walter Willett, H. J. Davis, Leo H. Steies, Clyde W. 
Stone, Robert Thomas, Milton Lewers, Wayne Rein- 
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brecht, Lester V. Fulton, Alfred Brown, Gerald Sva- 
cina, Dr. M. Bovenmyer. 


added employment, and generally improving the econ- 
omy and welfare of the community. 
The first venture of the corporation, to date, was the 


rrr 
TRIANGLE CLUB 192 0921 financing of a building for the expansion of an existing 


Triangle Club was organized September 15, 1958. 
First officers were: President, Mrs. Warren Hill; Vice- 
President, Marilyn Fricke; Secretary-Treasurer, Shirley 
McKee; Historian, Shirley Duffy. 

Charter members are: Shirley Duffy, Marjorie 
Doyle, Janice Dvorak, Mary Lou Ferden, Marilyn 
Fricke, Shirley Hill, Maralyn Hotchkiss, Janet Hous- 
ton, Luella Johnson, Shirley Johnston, Shirley McKee, 
Millie Mosebach. 

Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each 
month at members’ homes. 

The purpose of the Club is to increase general 
knowledge for its members and trying to help advance 
the betterment of the community. 

There are 16 members. Present officers are: Presi- 
dent, Marjorie Doyle; Vice-President, Shirley John- 
ston; Secretary, Janet Houston; Treasurer, Shirley Mc- 
Kee; Historian, Millie Mosebach. 


GROUND OBSERVER CORPS 


November Mike, 25 Black Tama, Iowa 

There was much publicity over organizing Ground 
Observer Corps Posts over the country. The reason 
for the organization was the fact that under our pres- 
ent Radar System, enemy aircraft could slip under the 
radar scope and bomb our cities. 

In 1956 such a corps was established in Tama under 
the leadership of Staff Sergeants Shoat and Rose of the 
Air Force. Over 100 volunteer observers participated. 

Mr. Roy Shaffer helped the organization and Mr. 
Louis Gaddie was the first post supervisor. This group 
held sky watches for over two years, twice each month. 
On the last weather watch, a call came from Grinnell 
that a tornado passed over Grinnell headed north. Roy 
received this call and stood watch from 8 p.m. to 11 
p.m. November 17, 1958. 


TAMA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


The Tama Chamber of Commerce Development 
Corporation was incorporated for $100,000 on March 
15, 1961. 

The corporation’s original board of directors are: 
Edward Rosheirm, John L. Hyland, John T. Townsend, 
Wesley Mansfield, George P. Inman, Adrian M. Neil, 
B. L. Morris, C. M. Bouska, Arthur Mason, H. Kubi- 
cek, Wayne Reinbrecht, Lester V. Fulton and Robert 
O. Thomas. Its original and present officers are: Presi- 
dent, Adrian M. Neil; Vice-President, George P. In- 
man; Secretary, C. M. Bouska; and Treasurer, Lester 
V. Fulton. 

' The Tama Chamber of Commerce Development 
Corporation was organized for the purpose of bringing 
new industry in to Tama County, thereby providing 
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business known as the Hayward Company, 
turers of aluminum windows and doors. 


Shares are sold in the development corporation for 
$100.00 per share. 


BOY SCOUTS © 
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TAMA’S FIRST BOY SCOUTS—1914 

Front row: Sylvester White, Harold Kirk, unidentified boy, 
Howard Coe, Carl Moundson, Clifford Schroeder, Cecil Kirk, 
Colonel Stoddard (at flag pole), Hughes boy (at right side of 
flag pole), Lester Hlavacek, Edward Yates. 

Back row: Robert Hazard, unidentified boy, Ralph Corns, 
Lloyd Palmer, Leon Mason, Justin Bates, Stanley Sheppard. 
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TROOP 303—Cari Janssen, Mark Havlik, Tom Silhanek, 
Mike Creskey, Steven Dumbauld, Sill McRoberts, Mickey Len- 
hart, Steve Slagel, James Dumbauld, Scoutmaster (back). 
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Douglas Potter, Life Scout, Mrs. Sorensen and Scoutmaster 
Donald Sorensen. 
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The Boy Scouts of America were only four years old 
when the first Scout Troop was organized in Tama in 
1914. It was one of the first in Iowa. This was before 
the National Council was formed, but the aims and 
principles of Boy Scouting were the same as today. 

During the early years of Scouting we have record 
of Troops 1, 2, 3, and 27. It was when the local Coun- 
_ cil was chartered in 1916 that Troop 303 was formed 
from the original Troops. 

It was a division of the Marshall-Tama area, later 
called the Central Iowa Area, and finally as it is known 
today, the Tall Corn Area Council. 

Among the early Scout Masters were: Howard Coe, 
Walter D. Cockling, E. H. Nelson, Ben Jones, Barney 
Hale, Harry Throckmorton, J. W. Thompson, Dr. R. H. 
Whalen, Darrell Rhodes, and E. P. Burr. 

From about 1940 to 1958, Troop 303 was the only 
one in Tama. Charles Turbett was the Scoutmaster 
from 1946 to 1961, followed by James L. Dumbauld 
who is the present Scoutmaster for Troop 303. 

It is now over 40 years old and sponsored by the 
Tama Lions Club. 
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L. T. FISHER 


(Written Nov. 1961) 

The following article is written from memory, and 
deals with persons, places and events beginning sixty 
one vears ago. No doubt, there will be some errors 
in absolute correctness. 


Prior to my work with the Tama and Toiedo Elec- 
tric Railway and Light Company, then owned by W. 
C. Walters and his farnily of Toledo, I had some ex- 
perience in house wiring and power house work. | 
had also finished a correspondence course in Elec- 
trical Engineering. 

In the fall of 1910 I started employment with the 
local light company, and for the next four years I 
worked in Tama and Toledo; wired houses; did line 
work, repaired street car motors, trimmed arc 
lamps, which was the street lighting at that time; 


Donald Sorenson is the Scoutmaster for the newest 
Troop 307, which was organized in 1958 and spon- 
sored by St. Pauls Lutheran Church. 

Other sponsors in Scouting were the Tama Public 
School, the First Methodist Church, and the Enright- 
Schrader Post No. 73. 


Tama has had eight Eagle Scouts. The first two were 
Robert C. Harrison and Robert Ferguson in about 
1924, followed by Rex Vamer, Don Withington, Allen 
Wright, Robert Lipka, Paul Novotny and Durwood 
Davis. 


CUB SCOUTING 


Cub Scouting was organized in Tama about sixteen 
years ago. Then, for a time, was inactive. 

In 1960 it was again reorganized, and at the present 
time there are 29 active Cubs. 

Among Tama Cubmasters were: Alvin Kouba, 
Douglas Dunlap, Harry McMurray and Don Ellen- 
becker. The present Cubmaster is Gordon Jochims. 

Enright-Schrader Post No. 73 sponsors the Cubs in 
Tama. 


L. T. FISHER 


read, tested and calibrated meters, fired the boilers 
and operated the power house and various other ac- 
tivities connected with the electrical industry in Ta- 
ma and Toledo. 

The power house and car barns were located on a 
line dividing Tama and Toledo, where the present 
power sub station stands. A street car line occupied 
Broadway in Toledo and McClellan Street in Tama, 
and on 4th Street to the two hotels. The street car 
made a round trip every 40 minutes in each town be- 
ginning at 7 a.m. and continuing until 11 p.m. each 
day. Two parallel strips of cement mark where the 
rails were in Tema from the Clifton Hotel to the 
Milwaukee Station. 

In the fall of 1910, a power line was built from To- 
ledo out to the county home. I helped wire the county 
home buildings and some of the houses that were 
along the way. At that time, and for several years 
afterward, houses were wired very meagerly com- 
pared to present day standards. Very few, if any, 
switches were used in wiring and those that were 
used were of the surface type. Very few electric 
irons were used as most people thought they were 
too expensive to buy and use. Carbon lamps of 16 
and $2 candle power screwed into a key socket and 
suspended from the ceiling on drop cords, were the 
general rule for house and store lighting. Lamps of 
4 and 8 candle power were used in hails and small 
rooms. 

During the years i worked for the light company, 
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Early Day Trollies Between Tama and Toledo 


If you remember when these street cars ran be- 
tween Tama and Toledo you're getting on up in years. 
This open air job was put on for the summer chautau- 
qua season and for the ball games that were played 
on the low. leve! fieid north of Tama’s Oak Park. The 
old chautauqua building stood in the shady woods 
just north of the ball field. These cars were taken out 
of use about 1925. They were operated by the Tama 
and Toledo Electric Railway Co. 

Shown in the above photo, taken about 55 years 
ago. are, from left: Del Bricker, motorman; Bill Do- 


lash, a passenger, and Clifford Turbett, conductor, 
who later became motorman. The two lady passengers 
are Miss Edna Levis (Mrs. Hiram Hill) and Miss Ines 
Levis (Mrs. Tuttle). 

Turbett, the father of Mrs. Fred Mohrfeld of ‘Tama, 
started with the Tama and Toledo Electric Railway 
Co. at age 15 and worked as conductor and then mo- 
torman for about 7 years. He quit to go to work for 
his father, Daniel W. Turbett, in the cement masonry 
business. Clifford later had his own cement masonry 
business. He retired a few years ago. 
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This photo, taken about one year later than the one 
preceding, shows an early model street car at the west 
end of Main Street when it was still a dirt surface. 
This was the end of the street car line in Tama. 


Man in the car is unidentified. Man at left standing 
on the ground in front of car is Clarence Haynes and 
next to him is Clifford Turbett, then motorman on this 
car. The two boys are unidentified. 


The small building at the right of the street car was 
Munson’s lunch room, a popular eating place for rail- 
road men. It had a horseshoe counter. At the left side 
of the car is the Bee Hive building with some adver- 
tising painted on it telling about the Aermore exhaust 
horn for automobiles. This horn, manufactured by an 
uncle of Lester Fulton, was operated from the exhaust 
of the car. The driver pushed down on a lever which 
operated a sprocketed wheel that worked against a 
diaphragm, producing a sound more musical than that 
of the Klaxon horn which was also in use at that time. 


The Tama-Toledo trollies operated up McClellan 
street to Toledo until the Chautauqua was discontin- 
ued here, then the cars were taken off McClellan 
street and run on a track west of Tama, close to the 
Northern Iowa railroad tracks. When the street cars 
were taken out of Tama they became interurbans run- 
ning between Tama and Toledo. 

As interurbans, instead of going north up McClellan 
as before, the cars were routed off \M[cClellan at the 
Tama Hatchery corner, then west on 5th street to the 
edge of town and around the Tama football field and 
north to Toledo. Returning to Tama, the street cars 
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still made the turn at 4th and McClellan streets, went 
west again past the Tama City hall, then south on 
Siegel past the Central Hotel, and west at the Clifton 
Hotel corner, end of the line. 

Just before the tracks were taken off McClellan 
street, vandals tore up the track between Tama and 
Toledo. 

Many amusing stories are told about the old street 
cars in Tama. 

In addition to carrying passengers they were used 
to pull small coal cars from the railroad in Tama to 
the Light and Power company plant in Toledo. Once 
one of these small coal cars broke loose from the 
street car on the Oak park hill. The coal car ran wild 
all the way down McClellan street and turned the 
corner at the post office without upsetting (now the 
Tama Furniture store corner at 4th and McClellan). 
These small coal cars were about one-fourth the size 
of a regular railroad coal car. 

During chautauqua days, Joe Dolash ran a bus in 
competition with the street cars. He took one of his 
buses and stalled it on the street car tracks in down- 
town Tama. Then with another bus he drove up Mc- 
Clellan street picking up passengers for chautauqua. 
Meanwhile, street car executives were fussing and 
fuming because the stalled bus had their street car 
blocked downtown. joe explained later that there just 
wasn’t a thing he could do when his bus broke down 
on the street car tracks. 

The old pictures reproduced here are the property 
of Mrs. Fred Mohrfeld of Tama whose father was 
motorman and conductor on the old cars. 
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electric lamps were very much improved. The car- 
bon lamps used considerable electricity for the 
amount of light they gave off and a new lamp came 
on the market with a different filament, which great- 
ly improved the light but was very fragile. These 40 
watt lamps were wrapped in large balls of cotton 
for shipment, and 12 of them filled a box 24x 2%x 
2% ft. The lamps cost 65 cents each and some of 
them lasted but a few hours. 


In 1912, the local light company sold its interest to 
the Iowa Railway and Light Company, with head- 
quarters in Cedar Rapids. The old 1100 volt-133 cycle 
primary service was changed to the 2300 volt-60 cy- 
cle service, which we have today. A high voltage 
power line was built from the power house to Mar- 
shalltown the same year, and that line served Tama 
and Toledo for a number of years. 

In the late fall of 1914, I entered into partmership 
with Arthur J. Ludwig, in Tama, located in the west 
half of the building now occupied by Harrison’s. We 
called ourselves The Tama Electric Shop. On April 
15, 1915, I bought the Ludwig interest, and from then 
on operated under my own name. Naturally, I was 
timid and awed to start as a young businessman 
without business experience among the middle aged 
and elderly businessmen of Tama. Very few of the 
businessmen of that day are still living. I think I can 
recall most of them. 

On the south side of 3rd Street and east of Siegel, 
the first business was a restaurant run by Mr. and 
Mrs. E. S. Munson; next the Tama Electric Shop, 
and in the east half of the Harrison building was The 
Tama News, a democrat paper with Albert E. Jack- 
son, editor and Postmaster; P. Nixon, Mayor, ex- 
press agent with a cigar and news stand, a pool hall, 
Joe Svacina Hamess Shop, a barber shop and a mov- 
ing picture show owned by C. W. Yerkes. Across the 
street, east, was the Harry McRoberts large store; 
Potter Barber Shop; Hagert Brothers Meat Market; 
The Tama Herald, a republican paper, edited by 
Chas. A. Wonser; Joe Bohacek and his father’s feed 
store; Earl Richards, Insurance; Albert Kulas, cob- 
bler; and the J. B. Tims and Son Genera] Store. N. 
S. Beale and Son operated the grain elevator south 
of the C.&N.W. Railroad, where it still stands and is 
still operated under the same name. Just south of 
the C.&N.W. tracks and on the west side of State 
Street was the Enright Brothers Implement estab- 
lishment, and across the street, east, the lurnber 
company, with Fred L. Evans, manager. 

On the north side of 3rd Street, and east of Siegel 
was the Fulton Bros. Store, which was sold a short 
time later to Sheker and Todd (James Sheker and 
Floyd Todd). A few years later they enlarged the 
building to twice its former size with modern apart- 
ments above the store. It was called the Bee Hive 
store, Next to it was the Candy Kitchen, with a Mr. 


Unti as proprietor; Thomas Brice, large mercantile 


. store; Potter’s Grocery; and then a few frame build- 
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ings—one, I think, was occupied by J. W. Willett, 
one time commander of the National G.A.R., and his 
son, Jas. H. Willett, lawyers, grandfather and father 
of our present County Attorney, Walter J. Willett. Al- 
so in one of these buildings was the office of O. H. 
Mills, Justice of Peace and father of Frank Mills, 
the laundry man. Also in this block was the W. C. 
Snider Drug store; E. G. Penrose, hardware; Com- 
mercial Savings Bank, George Austin, President, Ed 
Goodell, Cashier , and Miss Anna Jabe, Assistant 
Cashier; then the First National Bank on McClellan 
with J. L. Bracken, President, his son, James Brack- 
en, Cashier, and a Mr. Williams, Assistant Cashier. 

Across the street, east from the bank, was the Go- 
za Clothing; Kallam’s Shoe Store; Frank Laws, ice 
cream and candies; Frank Slaboch, hardware; 
Frank Spooner, groceries; P. McCarty store and ex- 
press agent; Henry Soleman and Son, drugs; Spire 
Meat Market; Charley and Gus Baranti, fruit store; 
a restaurant; and Lloyd Kirk, barber, next to State 
Street. 

J. H. Neil was operating his creamery where part 
of the present creamery building stands. On the west 
side of State Street, between 3rd and 4th was the W. 
C. Smith Seed and Feed Store. In front of the store 
was a large weighing scale and across the street 
from him was a large livery barn. The Mills Theater 
building was used for shows of various kinds that 
came to Tama, and the Mills Laundry continues 
where it was at that time. 

The Clifton hotel was owned and operated by the 
Murdough family, and the Central Hotel by Henry 
Miller. Carl Harvison’s Furniture Store was where 
the present Tarma Furniture Company store is now 
located. 

The Tama doctors of that time were: Dr. Ben 
Thompson, Dr. M. L. Allen, Dr. H. C. Woods, Dr. 
Whalin and Dr. Sievers. Dr. C. P. Seabert was one 
of the dentists. 

Most of the buildings on 4th Street, between Siegei 
and State have been built since 1910 except the city 
pumping station. 

In 1914, less than half the houses in Tama and 
Toledo had been wired for electricity, so the 
principal electrical business at that time was the 
wiring of the old houses and what few were being 
built. Usually, houses were wired for lights only, and 
sometimes an iron outlet was added. Wiring costs for 
wiring a house, in most cases, was under $50, and a 
four room house was wired for less than $15. Some 
people, building new houses, refused to have them 
wired because tlicy considered it too expensive and 
impractical to use electricity. The first electrical ap- 
pliance used was the electric iron. It had a sole plate 
formed somewhat like a boat. The heating element 
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was made of wire wrapped around two iron bars and 
insulated by layers of mica. This element and the 
bottom of the iron was insulated from the top cover, 
to which the handle was attached by a thick layer 
of asbestos to prevent the heat from buming the han- 
dle and the hands. These irons were much smaller 
than the present day irons, and had no control ex- 
cept to disconnect it when it got too hot: 

In the days before World War I, materials for wir- 
ing consisted of a single fuse block with two fuses, 
knobs and tubes for insulators, single rabber covered 
wire, loom, rosettes, drop cord and sockets to hold 
the lamp. Tools consisted of an angle brace with bit, 
pliars, screw driver, hammer and chain to fish wires 
down partitions. These, with a stepladder, were car- 
ried by foot on the job, sometimes requiring a couple 
of trips. A little later we purchased a hand cart for 
better transportation, and finally the Model T. Ford 
took over the transportation problem. 

After World War I, electrical appliances, along 
with better lighting fixtures came on the market, and 
from then on until the present day more diversified 
electrical equipment and lighting is being constantly 
manufactured. 

The early washing machines were constructed of 
wood. The washing action was produced by a flat 
wooden dolly with four wooden pegs, inside the tub, 
rotating back and forth. The shaft, connected with 
the dolly, extended down through the washer lid, and 


was driven by an electric motor. Along in the 20's, 
Maytag came out with a new principle for washing 
clothes, an agitator with the shaft coming up through 
the bottom of a metal tub. The Maytag Company of- 
fered a prize for a good name for it and finally took 
the name “Maytag.” I was sure it could not wash 
clothes clean and refused the dealership for it. About 
this same time one of the wire manufacturers came 
out with what now is known as Romex, or, non-metal- 
ic sheath cable. This company was very much op- 
posed by the insulator manufacturers, and also the 
other companies that were manufacturing wire. The 
National Board of Fire Underwriters and electrical 
contractors and dealers were urged to abstain from 
using it or approving of its use. It saved the boring 
of half the holes in joists, and did away with handling 
the insulators on a job. Also, about this time, steei 
tube came on the market. It was much lighter than 
the rigid malable pipe, and did not require the cut- 
ting of threads on it. It was also much easier to bend 
and fit in tight places. 

Electric refrigeration, radios, and all kinds of rang- 
es and electric appliances began to come on the mar- 
ket in the 20’s, and was rapidly followed with auto- 
matic devices, such as heating, air conditioning, etc. 

It is interesting and exciting to see the new appli- 
cations of electricity that are constantly being de- 
veloped, and, who can foretell what wonders are 
coming in the future. 


TAMA 


By Roy L. Shaffer 

Tama County was created Feb. 17, 1843, that is the 
County was surveyed and given a name. The first 
election of County Officers was held in May 1853. 
The first settlement in Tama County was in the 
spring of 1849. Isaac Asher settled in the west part 
of Tama County, in later years known as Indian 
Town. Tama Township was organized Feb. 14, 1856, 
William Blodgett was the first to settle in Tama 
Township. R. A. Redman, J. C. Vermilya, G. Carter, 
W. L. Brannan, J. Unbarger, G. J. Murphy, J. H. 
and W. T. Hollen came later the same year, 1851. 


Tama was first called Iuka, B. A. Hall, J. H. and 
W. T. Hollen were the first houses on the site of Iuka. 
The railroad came to Tama late in the fall of 1862, 
the town grew very fast after the trains came to 
town. 

The Tama Hydraulic Company built the Reservoir 
in 1874, now known as Cherry Lake, the purpose of 
this was to furnish waterpower for the industries that 
would come to Tama, the first to use this source of 
power was the Homan Saw Mill and Flouring Mill 
in 1867, then the Paper Mill in 1878-79. 


The Paper Mill has always been where it now 
stands. Just north of the engine room there stood a 
flour mill erected in 1868. This was a very large mill 
and run for many years. It quit business and the 
building was torn down around 1903 or 1904. A build- 
ing was erected about the same place and became 
known as the Kenyon Pump Company. They made 
pumps and iron parts for wagon boxes, this flourish- 
ed for a number of years, and then the Company 
moved to Minneapolis, Minn., where it is now doing 
business under another name. The building then be- 
came an Ice-Cream Factory and did business for a 
number of years, then the company sold out to an- 
other firm and moved to Belle Plaine, the property 
was purchased by the Paper Mill interests and is 
now used as a carpenter shop and a repair shop for 
the Mills contract truckers. 


About a half block west, there was a Creamery 
built and did business for some time, in its last days 
it was run by J. H. Neil, the building had a fire and 
was torn down. Later in the same location a building 
was built and became an Artificial Ice Plant, this 
was run for a few years, then it was used as an of- 
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fice and storage place for a coal and ice business, 
there were three large buildings along the East side 
of the Lake and ice was harvested and stored in 
these buildings for many years. At one time this was 
a large business, the Ice Company harvested Ice for 
the CNW Railroad and Milwaukee Railroad in the 
Iowa divisions and shipped ice to many towns in cen- 
tral Iowa. When this kind of business became obso- 
lete the Ice Plant was torn down, and later the ice 
houses were torn down. 


The Sinclair Oil Company bulk plant now stands 
where the ice houses once stood, where the ice plant 
was is now owned by the Paper Mill as a parking 
lot and drive way, and a road that goes around the 
Lake. 

For many years across the tracks from the CNW 
R.R. Depot the CNW had their stock yards. The City 
finally made such a fuss to the smell, the Company 
tore them out and moved them where they are at 
this time. This spot was vacant for a number of 
years. The Munn & Cassaday Gas Co. now have their 
Gas bottling plant there. 

Further up on Siegel Street, along side of the Mil- 
waukee Railroad where the Hayward Roofing Co. and 
Prusha Garage now stands there was once a lumber 
yard and did business for a long time and along in 
1905 the yard was moved to where the Chapman 
yard now stands. 

Between 7th and 8th street on Siegel east side of 
street, this brick building now used by the Kensinger 
Insurance Agency was built for a Brewery and did 
business for some time, then it became a pop bottling 
plant for a time, then it became a grocery store and 
residence, now an insurance office and residence. 

Over on McClellan Street, between 8th and 9th 
streets where the Tennis Court is now was at one 
time where a Creamery and milk buying plant once 
stood. 

On State Street along the north side of Milwaukee 
tracks west side of street in back of the Legion build- 
ing once stood an Elevator, this structure burned and 
was not rebuilt. 

A residence was erected and Daniel Shaffer, grand- 
father of the writer purchased the property and lived 
there until his death in 1910. The property was sold, 
and then it became a greenhouse. The greenhouse 
part was built from the house to the side walk, the 
barn in back was torn down and the heating plant 
was in this vicinity. As the auto business grew, the 
DX Oil Company purchased the corner and built the 
Oil Station where it is today. The Legion in later 
years purchased the back part of lot where the Le- 
gion Hall is. 

On south on State Street, east side is the Mills 
Laundry which was built early in 1880, and _ still 
stands doing business by the same man. Next door 
is the Opera House and was built about the same 


39 


time and stands today about the same as when it 
was built, now used as a motion picture theatre. 

Both of these buildings are the oldest business 
buildings that have not been remodeled too much. 

Across the street south where the Royal 400 Filling 
Station now stands, once stood a Hotel called the 
“Harmon House.” It bumed down and a large livery 
and feed bam was built, this also burned and was 
torn down and the Filling Station was built and park- 
ing lot in the back. 

On south State Street where Chas. Kupka has his 
slaughter house, was the Tama County Fair Grounds 
from around 1866 till 1889 when the Fair was moved 
to the south west part of Toledo. Now the Pioneer 
Seed Corn Company is located on the Fair grounds. 

On east Third Street where the J. H. Neil produce 
house is located was at one time an Iron Foundry. 
wind mills were made here, then it became a black- 
smith shop for some time, then J. H. Neil Company 
purchased the building and started a produce 
plant. Across the street where Adrian Neil has his 
feed business, once stood a flour mill. The Company 
went out of business and the structure was torn 
down in 1905 or 1906. Down Third Street several 
blocks was the CNW R.R. Round House. This is a 
building built in a circular fashion, the engines when 
not in use were kept in the building for servicing be- 
fore going out on the road. There were twelve or 
thirteen stalls. Now this is all torn down as well as 
the coal shutes on both the Railroads. There was a 
big freight depot where the Spahn and Rose Lumber 
yard now stands. The old Milwaukee depot and 
freight house were moved out west of town, the first 
building west of the Northern Iowa Railroad, the De- 
pot waiting room and ticket office are now a resi- 
dence and the freight end is a barn. A new Depot 
stands where they once stood. 

West of McClellan Street and south of First Street 
where the Spahn and Rose Lumber Company once 
stood and where the Beal's Elevator just across the 
Mill Race from the Paper Mill, once stood a large 
foundry. They made farm implements, road graders. 
and furnaces. There were three or four large build- 
ings and several smaller ones. They were all tom 
down in 1905. 

There was a big Brick Yard about a mile east of 
Tama on the farm where Willard Houdyshell now 
lives. Most of the brick buildings in Tama were 
brick made from this yard. Brick was made from an- 
other yard just back of the house where the Ed Skala 
family now lives and still another one was built and 
made brick for a short while, this one was built 
where the football field is now located. These two 
yards were not very successful. The clay was not 
right for good brick. 

In 1901 or 1902 the writer remembers of a small 
steam boat on Lake now known as Lake Cherry. The 
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fourth of July was held in Tama and the fireworks at 
night were fired from this steam boat out in the lake. 
It was a beautiful sight at that time. 

There have been a number of other manufacturers 
in Tama history such as: Cigar Factory, Hamess 
Factory, 1875 to 1877; Butter Tub Factory, 1876; Un- 
ion Plow Company, 1875; Mahann and Company 
Wind Mills, 1879; E. H. Price Wagon Shop; Cleveland 
Bros. Sash and Door Factory, 1880; M. C. Wilson Wa- 
gon Shop, 1865; Bodfish and Harmon Grist Mill, 1868; 
P. Hixson Broom Factory, 1879; Francis Diehl Broom 
Factory, 1879; W. E. Newcomer and Son Broom Fac- 
tory east of Tama, and E. B. Bentley Brick Co., 1867. 

On the south side of CNW R.R. and east side of Mc- 
Clellan, on this corner at one time was a Creamery. 
It did business for some time, then it closed up for 
awhile, and then it became an egg and poultry buy- 
ing plant for a time, then it was sold to Joe Ban- 
croft who used it as a storage warehouse, and when 
he died it was torn down and at this time it is a va- 
cant lot. 

At the northeast corner of McClellan and Fourth 
Streets, where the Joe Zeman building now stands 


was at one time a large livery stable, and feed barn. 
It is believed that it was started by Henry Soloman, 
any way he operated it for many years. Then sold 
to Ed Norris and Charlie Yerkes and they operated 
it for a long time. The auto finally drove this kind of 
business out and the building and lot was sold to Joe 
Dolash and he tore it down and built the present 
building. Another Feed Bam was just south of Cus- 
ters Implement business, it was a large barn and 
was operated by Kensinger for some time and then it 
was taken over by Homer Gadbury and operated by 
him until that kind of business was a thing of the 
past. It was used for storage for awhile and was tom 
down around 1922 or there about. Potter junk yard is 
where the bar once stood. 

Another place of the past is in the east part of Ta- 
ma between 3rd and 4th Streets on Park Street back 
to the alley, was a two room brick building, known 
as the Appleton School. It was used as such till the 
new grade school was built. It stood idle for a num- 
ber of years and was torn down during the depres- 
sion years and is now used as a play ground for the 
children in that part of town. 


SOME RECOLLECTIONS 


C. O. Schaller 

The first thing that I can remember with picture 
clearness is a covered wagon trip from Tama south 
into Missouri along with my mother and sister and 
grandfather, George Wilkinson, who drove Jim and 
Turk, the horses. I was four years old at the time. 
We camped along the roads and made many stops 
at various places. We walked much of the way as the 
roads were impassible at times especially after a 
hard rain. This trip and return took about two months 
and in all that time we did not drive on a single inch 
of paved, graded or improved roads. Most of the 
streams had to be forded as bridges were few. Much 
low land was made passable only by corduroy roads. 
Prairie flowers and magnificent stands of trees were 
in profusion everywhere. The streams were crystal 
clear and you could drink from them without fear of 
contamination. Log houses and rail fences were still 
to be seen quite frequently all of which have now dis- 
appeared except a few that have been preserved for 
storage or mementoes of the past. The only inhabited 
log house that I know of now is located a short dis- 
tance west of Toledo on Highway No. 30. The last rail 
fence near Tama was located on the East side of the 
Appleton home place and run along Lovers Lane. 


Nearly all the land south of the North Western RR 
was low and most of it was bog or swamp the year 
around. The land from Long Point (now a ghost 
town) to Chelsea was known as Tylers Bottom and 


40 


was one of the best duck fly ways in the country. 
Small game was always plentiful here abouts and 
wolves were quite common. Prairie chickens and 
quail were plentiful but were not to be seen except on 
rare occasions. The first Chinese Pheasants in Tama 
County were introduced in 1920 by Frank Slaboch 
and myself as officers of The Izaak Walton League 
We released three pairs of birds on the Hardon and 
Metz farms south of Tama. At the same time we dis- 
tributed twenty clutches of quail eggs to various 
farmers who set them under hen chickens. This hatch 
along with the birds released produced a goodly sup- 
ply of the birds within the next few years. 


Well I can remember the old waterwheels along 
the tail race that furnished power for the many fac- 
tories that lined its banks. Among them were a flour 
mill, foundry, sash and door factory and many oth- 
ers. Later on many other manufacturing enterprises 
were established but with other power than water. 
Some of the earlier ones were the Hilton Crearnery, 
Bovee Machinery and Washing Machines, Hixon 
Brooms, Kenyon Pump & Machinery, Bentley Brick 
& Tile, Mathern Brewery to mention only a few of a 
score or more. 

The Sac and Fox Indians at this time were a primi- 
tive people. As a boy, I used to accompany my grand- 
father to their homes where he would saw with his 
horsepower rig the large trees that the Indians used 
for firewood. My grandfather was one of the few white 
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men at that time who were completely trusted by the 
Indians. He danced and feasted with them frequent- 
ly. My grandmother was also held in high regard and 
she in return showed her appreciation for the Indians 
during the epidemic of Smallpox which resulted in 
the loss of nearly half the tribe. Grandmother had the 
smallpox when she was a child and felt that she 
should help her friends during their trial. For years 
Indians clung to their tribal dress. There were no 
hats, shoes, or pants. The men were bareheaded and 
all wore blankets. Leggings or breechclouts and moc- 
casins. The arms and upper body was usually bare 
in summer and in winter covered with long tailed 
shirts with sleeves. The only exceptions that I can 
think of were Joe Tesson who had been a scout dur- 
ing the Civil War and perhaps a few others that had 
come in close contact with his white brother in one 
way or another. Ponies and dogs seemed to be the 
measure of one’s affluence. The Indians have come 
far in the later years. Education and mutual under- 
standing are of course responsible for the change. 

Mud or “Poop” Creek was an open stream through 
the town and we, as kids, used to hide our smokes 
under its many bridges on our way to and from 
school. Appleton Creek which passes close to the 
present Greenhouse was one of the favorite swim- 
ming holes and was the pond where the famous Ap- 
pleton Artesian Well was located. Needless to say, 
these famous spas were unsupervised and for BOYS 
ONLY. 

“Lovers Lane,” the road to the East of the Artesian 
well run through a vast tract of hazelbrush and nut 
trees and if for no other reason, gave the gay blades 
ample excuse to take his best girl on a nutting pic- 
nic. For years and years there were lots and lots of 
picnics and it is regrettable that most of the land has 
now been cleared. 

My early schooling was in the Appleton School. It 
was located where the playground in the eastern part 
of town is now. From there to the three story brick 
where the present grade school stands. Professors 
Harry Ferguson and Flemming along with teachers 
Della Mann, Cora Ramsdell, Brannen, Brice and 
Richards are, of course, responsible along with oth- 
ers for the outstanding crop of youngsters that em- 
anated from their efforts. 

Athletics was not a part of the school program dur- 
ing my school years, but nevertheless, we did play 
baseball and football. The town, for some unexplain- 
ed reason, was divided into East, West and South 
ends and each supported a team of baseball players. 
Rivalry was keen and honors were about equally di- 
vided although J will confess that the East end was 
the best bloe and, of course, of which I was a mem- 
ber. Grover “Mick” McCabe was a FIRST Roger 
Maris if there ever was one. Edwin “Dopey” Carnal 
was quite famous with his, what is now known as the 
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Slider, also his ability to get on base by being hit in 
some unvulnerable place when at bat. It might be 
said that Dopey went on to play semi-pro ball with 
the Oklahoma Indians. Guy Balliett was another Tama 
boy who made the big leagues via the pitching route. 


- Some of the outstanding baseball players of this time 


were: Carl Brice, Burley, Quack Means, Bud Puth, 
Frank Graham, Mike Hyland, Carl Stigers, Hans 
Jones, Jim Willett and George Green, an Indian. 


Our football team, as I remember, was formed 
about 1904, and some of the players were: Howard 
Pickett, George Hiest, Lloyd Asher, Ed Carnal, Clyde 
Shear, Red Russell, Bill Conn and myself. Time has 
dimmed the names of the others who played. When in 
our last battle, Montour gave us a terrific walloping. 
The teams played without any of the bothersome 
equipment modern players are forced to wear and 
our assortment of plays was much extended as we 
had access to such plays as the flying wedge at kick- 
off, the stiff arm, twenty-two man pileup and the 
right to run with the ball as long as you could get 
up. About the only penalty inflicted was that of being 
carried off the field. 

Ice skating was a favorite sport and enjoyed by 
many, both young and old. On a nice day it was not 
uncommon at all to see hundreds taking advantage of 
the wonderful expanse of good ice that the reservoir 
afforded. The surface was flooded at times to give 
it a coating of new smooth ice. The Indians took ad- 
vantage of this wonderful place to skate and waged 
many gamés of Shinney and Stink Base with the 
whites. The Indians on the whole were much better 
skaters than their white brothers and usually won. 
Arch “Pee Pon” Barber was by far the best white 
skater with Jay Shively as a close second while John- 
nie Hook, “Shirt Tail,” Billy Jones and Bill Kapean 
were the best of the Indian skaters. Johnnie Hook is 
legend and I doubt if his equal could be found among 
present-day stars. 

Enterprise was evidenced in many ways during the 
early 1900's. Shipping of livestock was at its peak and 
it was not at all uncommon to receive four or even 
five hundred carloads of stock in one day shipped 
over the Northem Iowa, a branch of the C.&N.W. 
R.R. and all of these shipments were handled in the 
Tama railroad yards. A huge car repair yard was 
also maintained as well as a large Round House 
housing the steam engines. A- large crew of skilled 
mechanics and maintenance men were thus employ- 
ed. Another vast amount of shipping was that of straw 
for the Paper Mill, from various points throughout 
the country. The Paper Mill had been established 
some ten years before my birth but I can remember 
that my grandfather hauled the first filler making 
machine to the factory. It was transported on a wa- 
gon and pulled by horses. The mill at this time made 
only coarse brown paper such as found in the meat 
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markets and a somewhat heavier stock that was used 
for egg case fillers. Many of us used to assemble or 
make these fillers by hand and were paid 8 cents a 
case. A fast worker could make ten or twelve cases a 
day. Much of our spending money was made in this 
way and along with the door to door selling of horse- 
radish and vegetables from Fred Schoff’s garden and 
the constant pickup of alley junk which we sold to 
Dave Jewett, we contrived to ease the demand upon 
our parents. 

Social life and entertainment was always a must 
for the folks of Tama. Many of these people had rare 
talent and equal to any found elsewhere. Among 
these, just to mention a few, were: Mrs. Murdough, 
Bracken, Redmond, Agnes Rhodes and Dolly Jack- 
son. Chautauquas, held yearly, furnished the citizens 
an opportunity to see and hear world famous speak- 
ers, statemen, scientists, bands and other types of 
instructive and educational entertainment. One could 
enjoy 14 full programs for one dollar. Many set up 
camp on the grounds and stayed for the full week. 
The Chautauquas were heid in a large wooden build- 
ing located in the woods just north of the present 
ballground adjacent to the city park in the northern 
part of town. 


Bands have always played an important role in the 
life of the town and my earliest association with such 
was when I became a member of Mr. Glendy’s Kid 
Band at the age of 12. Later on I moved up to the 
Big Town Band in which I played the Peck or Alto 
Horn. From that to comet in many bands, orchestras 
and finally two years in one of the largest and well 
known army bands. In all I took part in band work 
for over forty years. 

1908 was a memorable year in my life. A class of 
twenty pupils graduated from Tama High that year 
and marked the point where I was on my own. Upon 
graduation I was informed by Dad that he hoped I 
would be able to help a bit from there on. My grad- 
uating suit had cost him $10, my shoes which were 
high tops and buttoned $2, and my stiff hat or Kady, 
another dollar, and I agreed that he was right so I 
got a job with the Morrison Produce Company as a 
packer at $6 per week. My next job was with N. S. 
Beale, where I unloaded coal and grain at $7.50 per 
week. Next to Potter’s Grocery at $9 per week. This 
was the prevailing wage until about 1916 or shortly 
before World War I. However, wages had advanced 
by 1920 to $18 to $25 per week but jobs were hard to 
find. Many returned servicemen were forced to ven- 
ture into something of their own making to make a 
living. Eventually all became placed. 

Tama has had an eventful past. It’s Smoky Row, 
Burns Gang, Moonshine Stills, Black Market and 
Booze Runners all have failed to dampen the spirit 
of her people and she continues to fight for better 
things and ways of doing. Tama has been and is a 
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good town in which to live and raise a family. There 
is opportunity here for those who seek it and ample 
reward for those who persevere. As for Smoky Row, 
nearly all of the people who worked for the railroad 
and at the Roundhouse wished to live near their work 
as possible, they naturally settled on this street to be 
close to their work. Much smoke and grime was an 
ever present factor, hence the appellation Smoky 
Row. The name had nothing whatsoever to do with 
the people. I was born on Smoky Row and lived there 
until I was four years old. My father was a railroad 
man for more than fifty years. 


The Burns Gang—Much has been attributed to the 
activities of this group that is mere hearsay, and has 
no foundation whatsoever. The gang did exist and 
operate for a time, but the numerous exploits accred- 
ited to the Burns-Gang should be associated with an- 
other group of men altogether. Headquarters for this 
later group was indeed Tama and it’s members stay- 
ed on the second floor of the building known as the 
Soleman House; however, the tenants were quite or- 
derly and very few incidents occurred within the 
town; however, they did carry on their activities to 
the fullest extent elsewhere and it is said that “Tell 
us what vou want and we will get it for you” became 
the OPEN SESAME throughout the country. Some of 
the members of this group of men were Blackie. O’- 
Day, Silver Jim, The Beast, Whitey and Taylor. The 
eventual breakup of this group was due to it’s asso- 
ciation with some local people who became involved 
and were sent to prison along with members of the 
gang. 

Gang violence was demonstrated by the death of 
Roy Taylor, who was shot not far from the “Bean- 
ery,” a name allotted to the eating house and hangout 
for members of the gang. This place was located on 
the bank of the creek that flows just west of where 
the coal chutes used to stand. His murderer was ne- 
ver apprehended, although extensive investigation: 
then and years later failed to produce any additional! 
knowledge of the crime. That the murderer wa: 
known by one or more of this group of men is quite 
certain but from all appearances the Code was car 
ried out. Taylor is buried in Oak Hill Cemetery just 
a short distance north and west of the shelterhouse 
and the inscription on his tombstone reads: Taylor 
Assassinated July 19, 1913. By a dirty coward whose 
name is not worthy to be. mentioned. 


City rivalry has always been keen between Tam: 
and our sister city to the north. The battle has wagec 
from “IUKA” days to the present time with sucl 
great leaders as Uncle Harvey Hollen, B. Hall, Jude 
es Tiffany and Willett, O. H. Mills, and Elmer Bear 
for Tama and such able fellows as Hory Stiger, John 
ston, Rebok, the Walters brothers and John Winn fo 
Toledo. Newer and as zealous defenders of eacl 
town’s rights and blessings have developed so ther 
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CLASS OF 1884—TAMA HIGH SCHOOL 
Front row: Nettie Smith, Mary Widows Pelk, Elmer Price, Hermie McCalester, Belle Austin 
Tewksberry. Back row: Amy Porter Kentner, Emma Miller, Hattie Powers Harden, Libhie Wat- 


son. Mary W. Bartlet. 
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is no need to ever hope that the twain shall meet 
through any understanding or agreement. However, 
a prediction is in order: 
Swim and play golf together? Yes 
One town in the future? Yes. 
Co-operate otherwise? No. 


“THE BURNS GANG” 


In the early part of 1900, Tama was the headquar- 
ters for a gang known as “The Burns Gang,” en- 
gaged principally in robbing stores and merchandise 
cars on the railroads and disposing of such valuable 
articles as clothing, shoes, furs, auto tires, etc. There 
was a saying in Tama that in consideration of the 
local authorities in not disturbing the gang, they 
would not disturb anything in Tama, and to my know- 
ledge, there were never any local robberies charged 
to them. 


Their mode of operation was to secure merchan- 
dise and to dispose of it through the surrounding ter- 
ritory. If they did not have just your size or style of 
clothing or shoes, they would get them for you if giv- 
en a little time. As a trucker at the C&NW freight 
station during this time, my father often assigned to 


me the job of working one of the merchandise cars 
that had been entered, somewhere east of Tama, and 
presumably by some members of this gang. This of- 
ten required a day or more trying to place the goods 
back in the proper boxes and coopering the boxes, 
making record of the contents, etc. This did not tend 
to increase my love for the gang. 

After many years of paying claims for stolen mer- 
chandise, the railroads operating in this territory 
quietly assembled about twelve or fifteen Railroad 
Detectives who descended on Tama simultaneously 
and picked up a number of the members of the Gang. 
This, as I remember the story, was the end of the 
Burns Gang as an active bunch of robbers and 
thieves. 

One sidelight is the murder of Roy Taylor, shot 
in the C&ANW yards at Tama. I do not recall whether 
he was connected with or in opposition to the Burns 
Gang, but they were involved in some manner. 

Taylor is buried in Oak Hill Cemetery at Tama, 
and the stone over his grave carried the inscription, 
“Assassinated by a dirty coward whose name is not 
worthy of mention here.” A picture of this stone ap- 
peared in Ripley’s “Believe it or Not,” at one time. 

By Hugh Hill, Sr. 


ITEMS FROM THE TAMA NEWS 


JULY 25, 1907 


“Harry Brooks, who is employed with the Lenge 
Wholesale Hardware Company at Des Moines, Iowa, 
met with a serious accident last Friday. He was on 
an eight foot step ladder taking down a bundle of 
scoops. The ladder slipped and he was thrown into a 
bin of shovels which were standing with the cutting 
end up. 

His arm was badly cut, the cuts reaching the bone 
in two or three places, the wonder is his arm was 
not destroyed. He is getting on well, however, and 
the accident will not prevent his wedding this eve- 
ning.” 

JULY 24, 1907 


“Miss Lulu Me Call was on train number Six that 
was in the wreck at Belle Plaine, Iowa, the other 
night. She was on her way to Scott County for a visit, 
and when the wreck occurred she was thrown vio- 
lently from her seat in the coach, but aside from her 
nervous shock she was not injured. Narrow escape.” 

° 2 s 

It was in about 1915 or 1916 that H. L. McRoberts 
decided to buy his first automobile which had the dis- 
tinction of being the first enclosed or “glass-top” car 
in Tama County. 

As nearly as Mr. McRoberts can recall the model, 
it was a 1916 Haynes which he drove for 16 years. It 
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Robert Kirk, Helen McBroom Mayo, Harry McRoberts, Dick 
McRoberts. 


was purchased from Ermie Harlan at the cost of 
$1,495.00. New casings for the tires sold for $48.00 
each. Fortunately, very few replacements were need- 
ed. 

‘When the car came from the factory, it had the 
usual “buggy-type” top. The “glass-top” was a cus- 
tom job added to the car. 

The children posing on the running board of the 
McRoberts car during a Sunday visit are: Robert 
Kirk and Helen (McBroom) Mayo, nephew and niece, 
and the McRoberts’ sons, Harry and Dick. 


This is a letter from my grandfather, R. H. Ryan, 
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to his father-in-law, Mr. Jennings. It’s written on the 
letterhead of the firm. 


WELLS AND RYAN 


Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries, Hats and Caps 
Boots and Shoes, etc. 
Tama City, Iowa 
September 20, 1869 
(Excerpts from the letter) 
Dear Father and Mother: 

I see Kate has given you all the news. Our house® 
is progressing finely. If the rains would only keep 
off and Jet us alone we could finish in two weeks. As 
it is, it will probably take a month to finish and get 
into it. This has been a terrible year on us all, af- 
fecting farmer and merchant alike. But as soon as 
the roads mend we look for a very heavy trade. We 
have had the wettest season that was ever known in 
the state. Most of the farmers have their grain in 
shock yet and will not thrash until it is dry. The 
yield of wheat and oats and corn will be very heavy, 
with good, fair prices. 

. .when yours and our home is built I think there 
will not be a more comfortable home in Iowa. 

. .we are not doing the heaviest business in town 
since we opened but our business is steadily increas- 
ing and we are doing the largest cash trade that is 
being done here. We sell only for cash and sell at 
cash figures. We, of course, keep accounts with first- 
rate farmers who can pay when we want the money, 
and who own their sections and half-sections of the 
best land in the state. . 

*The house he refers to is the present Harrison 
Funeral Home. 

(submitted by Jean Ferguson Von Petten) 
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©. H. MILLS and J. L. BRACKEN 


Oscar H. Mills who came to Tama in 1869 to prac- 
tice law was married in 1867 to Mary Jane Stinson of 
Marion, lowa. There he read law with Attorney Co- 
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‘bet. After being admitted to the Bar, he became a 
.law partner of E. C. Tuttle in Travis City, Michigan. 


A son, Frank W., was born to Mr. and Mrs. Mills in 
1869 and later that year the family moved to Tama 
where Mr. Mills engaged in the practice of law until 
his death in 1923. He was a law partner of Eli Har- 
mon, Charles Hibbard (after whom another son was 
named), A. W. Guernsey, and George W. Stinson. La- 
ter, Mr. Mills carried on his own law practice. He 
served as Mayor of Tama, President of the School 
Board, for many years was Justice of the Peace, and 
in the late 1890’s was appointed Attomey for the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee and Pacific Railroad. Mrs. Mills 
passed away in 1936. 


Mr. and Mrs. Mills were the parents of five sons, 
two of which died in childhood, and one daughter, 
Mrs. G. W. (Myrtle) Mills who presently resides in 
Lebanon, Ohio. Sons Charles H. and Larry left Tama 
many years ago and are now living in the state of 
Washington. Frank W., the eldest son, owner of the 
Twin City Laundry, operated the Laundry for sixty- 
five years from 1894 until the time of his death in 
1959. 


MR. AND MRS. F. W. MILLS 
TWIN CITY LAUNDRY 
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In 1894, the Twin City Laundry was the only steam 
laundry east of Marshalltown and west of Cedar Ra- 
pids. It was owned and operated by F. W. Mills. 

At that time the work was mostly polished stiff 
bosom shirts and polished stiff turn over, and wing 
point collars. About 1890, a mangle was added to the 
equipment and hotel laundry was added to the busi- 
ness. Freight and express rates were low and hotel 
work was shipped in from Jewell Junction, Radcliff, 
Gladbrook, Garwin and Traer. The local Hotel Clif- 
ton, Hotel Toledo, Herring Hotel from Belle Plaine 
were also customers. Baskets of bundle work were 
received from State Center, Melbourne, and several 
other towns. 
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Stiff bosom shirts were laundered for .10 cents 
each, polished collars, .03 cents, and cuffs, .05 cents. 

Mrs. Mills recalls a local businessman that sent 
one collar a week to be laundered and delivered on 
Saturday. Mr. Mills decided on a minimum price of 
.05 cents for one collar. When the collar was deliv- 
ered it caused quite an argument. However, the next 
week the package contained two collars. The gentle- 
man said he would never pay .05 cents for one collar. 
This same man turned out later to be a very wealthy 
Tama businessman. 

Mrs. Mills has been the bookkeeper all through the 
years, up to the present time. Mr. Mills who died in 
1959 operated the business for 65 years. 

Mrs. Mills is the former Jennie Gable of Toledo, 
Iowa, and was married to Frank W. Mills in 1897. 
Their seven living children are: J. Donald Mills of 
Los Angeles, California, F. W. Mills, Jr. of Houston, 
Texas, Mrs. Dorothy Gearhart of Phoenix, Arizona, 
Mrs. Ilene Kirk of Tama, Iowa, Mrs. Genevieve Hal- 
oupek of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Mrs. Margaret Eshel- 
man of St. Joseph, Missouri, Mrs. Molly McNall of 
Marshalltown, Iowa. 

Mrs. Mills has ten grandchildren and seven great 
grandchildren. 


J. D. MILLS ORCHESTRA 


As a young man, J. Donald Mills studied violin at 
Phillip Conservatory of Music, Western College, To- 
ledo, Iowa under Tae Cannon. 

Later he studied violin and orchestra direction un- 
der William Montielius at Chicago Columbia School 
of Music. Jack Mills first played violin in the local 
Mills-Carnal Orchestra from 1915 to 1918. The other 
musicians were: Lulu M. McCall, Piano, Ed Arnold, 
Coronet, Ed Carnal, Drums and a Saxaphone man. 

J. D. Mills played with various other orchestras 
from 1918 to 1925, including Lloyd Skeels out of Wa- 
terloo, Iowa. He organized his first own orchestra in 
1925, with eight pieces. Played Lake View summer 
resort 1926-27 and 1928 and toured mid-west states un- 
til 1932 with about the same size band. 

In 1933, he enlarged his orchestra to fourteen piec- 
es. Important engagements during 1934 were: Club 
Victor, Seattle, Washington, N.B.C. Network. He 
made recordings for Champion Records, which sold 
in music stores for .35 cents in those days. Some of 
the numbers carrying Jack Mills Orchestra label 
were “Love in Bloom’, “Pardon my Souther Ac- 
cent”, “For All We Know”, “The Lights are Low’, 
and “Born to be Kissed.” Other important engage- 
ments were at the Rainbow Ballroom, Denver, Colo- 
rado, in 1936 C.B.S. Network. 

The Jack Mills Orchestra played summer engage- 
ments at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, from 1937 to 1941. 
Also engagernents in Canada, and throughout all 
mid west towns and cities, including Omaha, Des 
Moines, Sioux City, Kansas City and Minneapolis. 


EDITOR JOHN HYNEK 
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JOHN HYNEK 


John Hynek who was a newspaper editor in Tama 
for nearly half a century, was the son of Czechoslo- 
vakian emigrants who settled in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Required by necessity to help support a widowed 
Mother and a younger brother, John, as a small boy 
sold newspapers on the streets of Cedar Rapids and 
then worked in a sash and door factory at a wood 
turning lathe. Meanwhile he obtained what education 
he could and also took special courses at the Univer- 
sity of Iowa. 

After coming to Tama in 1915, he served as Presi- 
dent of the Tama Chamber of Commerce and was 
also in demand as a public speaker. A gifted story- 
teller, he wrote many feature articles about events 
out of Tama’s past, and also the current scene. He 
was also interested in the early French and English 
colonies on the east coast of the United States and 
made a number of trips to the east to gather mater- 
ial for articles which he later wrote up about these 
colonies for publication in the News-Herald. 

Mr. Hynek was an active worker in the Democrat- 
ic party and served as Postmaster of Tama for 14 
years during the Roosevelt administration. He re- 
signed in June, 1949, due to ill health, and a desire to 
continue with his writing. 

John Hynek and Barbara Crofter of Cedar Rapids 
were married September 7, 1910, while he was work- 
ing as a newspaper reporter in Cedar Rapids. They 
were the parents of five children, of whom four sur- 
vive, namely: Mrs. Marcella List, Washington, D.C., 
Mrs. George (Meredith) Ricrdan, Gary, Indiana, 
Mrs. James (Margaret) Killough, Memphis, Tenn., 
David Hynek, Tama, Iowa. There are ten grandchil- 
dren. Mr. Hynek was preceded in death by a daugh- 
ter, Maxine, in childhood. 


JAMES W. WILLETT 


James W. Willett, son of William and Nancy J. Wil- 
lett, was born March 8, 1846, at Keithsburg, Illinois. 
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JUDGE JAMES W. WILLETT 


At the opening of the Civil War, he tried three 
times to enlist and was rejected because of his age 
and height. In 1863, he enlisted in the United States 
Navy at Cleveland, Ohio, and was assigned to the 
U.S.S. Springfield. 

In 1870, he went to Toledo, Ohio, to study law. He 
was admitted to the bar and began practice in Tama, 
Iowa, in 1873, where he spent the remainder of his 
life. He was founder of the law firm of Willett & Wil- 
lett, his son, James H. Willett and grandson, Walter 
J. Willett, carrying on the firm. 

He served as judge of the 17th Judicial District of 
Iowa for twelve years. He enjoyed the distinction of 
being the first Navy member of the Civil War Forces 
_to become Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, being elected in 1913, and again in 
1939. He was appointed judge advocate general in 
1928 and again in 1932, serving continuously to the 
time of his death. He had devoted a year of consist- 
ent travel as Commander during this 76th year. 

Mr. Willett, through his keen foresight, lover of 
youth, and experience as Judge, saw the need of a 
home for normal children who had none, and he was 
instrumental in locating the State Juvenile Home in 
Toledo, Iowa. He also donated a tract of land to the 
City of Tama, now known as “Willett Park.” 

Mr. Willett was united in marriage to Ann R. Ston- 
er, Toledo, Iowa, in 1874. Mrs. Willett passed away 
at her home in Tama, January 27, 1927. Judge Willett 
passed away May 13, 1940, and both are laid to rest 
in Oak Hiil Cemetery, Tama, Iowa. 

Three children were born to this union - namely 
William S. Willett, Independence, Kansas; Margaret 
(Willett) McCortney (deceased); and James H. Wil- 
lett of Tama, Iowa. 


JAMES H. WILLETT 


James H. Willett, was born June 14, 1880, son of 
James W. and Ann R. Willett. 
Graduated from Tama High School, 1898. Received 
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JAMES H. WILLETT 


his B.A. degree at the State University of Iowa in 
1901. Member of the Phi Delta Theta, National Fra- 
ternity; former “I” letterman in baseball; and serv-- 
ed two years as Student Treasurer of Athletics at the 
University of Iowa. 


In October 1903, having passed the State Bar, was 
admitted to the practice of law; and later in June 
1904, obtained his degree at the State University of 
Iowa, and became a member of the firm Willett & 
Willett. 


Was united in marriage to Flora Baumgartner, Du- 
buque, Iowa, in 1910. One son, Walter J. Willett, sur- 
vives. Flora passed away August 3, 1937. 

Was elected and served two terms as Tarna County 
Attorney 1924-1929 inclusive; also served as City At- 
torney, Postmaster, Chairman Red Cross; held of- 
fices in Chamber Commerce Club, Commerical Club, 
Tama-Toledo Country Club, School Board; was At- 
torney for and active in Mutual Loan and Savings As- 
sociation, of Tama for over forty years. Was appoint- 
ed and made Chairman of the State Inheritance Tax 
Appraising Board of Tama County and is serving in 
that capacity at the present time. Was married to 
Grace Foster, Des Moines, lowa, in 1945. 

After the death of his father in 1940, Mr. Willett 
(James H.) was appointed Attorney for the Grand 
Army of the Republic and closed out the last meeting 
at Indianapolis, Indiana, in August, 1949. Upon the 
death of Albert Woolson, the last survivor of the 
G.A.R. age 109, of Duluth, Minnesota, Mr. Willett ap- 
peared in Washington, D.C., October 1956, U.S. Fed- 
eral Court, and obtained a hearing and filed final pa- 
pers to close the G.A.R. under National Congression- 
al Act and to place relics and property at the Smith- 
sonian Institute, of Washington, D.C. 

Walter J. Willett was born in Tama, Iowa, July 31, 
1911, son of James H. and Flora (Baumgartner) Wil- 
lett. He graduated from the Tama High School in 
1929 and received the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1933 
and the Juris Doctors degree in 1934 from the Univer- 
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sity of Iowa. Admitted to the Iowa Bar in 1934 and 
began practice of law in Tama in August, 1934, in as- 
sociation with his father, James H. Willett. He has 
continued his practice in Tama to the present writing 
and has been County Attorney since 1941 and City 
Attorney since 1935. He was Secretary of the Tama 
School Board from 1941 to 1960 and is a Director of 
the Mutual Loan and Savings Association of Tama. He 
is a past President of the Tama County Bar Associa- 
tion, served four years on the Board of Governors 
of the Iowa State Bar Association and was President 
of the Iowa Junior Bar Association in 1945 and also 
belongs to the American Bar Association. Since 1942 
he has been Government Appeal Agent for the Tama 
County Draft Board. Mr. Willett was married at 
Montezuma, October 15, 1936, to Marie Hutchinson, 
daughter of John and Floss (Cutler) Hutchinson. 
They have four children, Mary Ann, John James, 
James William, and Richard Jay Willett. 


M. W. HYLAND 
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M,. W. HYLAND 

M. W. (Mike) Hyland, a native of Des Moines, 
came to Tama in the summer of 1911 from Iowa City, 
where he had just graduated from law school. Sum- 
mer employment with the Tama baseball club and 
an opportunity to coach football at Leander Clark col- 
lege in Toledo in the fall were instrumental in his 
selection of this locality as the place for his entry 
into the practice of law. 

Mike had been prominent in athletics at Iowa U., 
captaining the football team in 1910, and never lost 


his love of sports. He served as President of the “I” 


Club for several terms; and during his earlier years 
in Tama he coached football with considerable suc- 
cess at Highland Park College of Des Moines and 
Grinnell College, as well as Leander Clark College, 
all the time maintaining his local law practice. 

On September 6, 1913, he was married to Elizabeth 
Hruska of Cedar Rapids, a 1909 graduate of S.U.I. 
who had been teaching Latin in Decorah High School. 
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Early in his career, Mike practiced law in part- 
nership with S. C. Huber, and then conducted his own 
practice until 1940, when he was joined in the firm 
of Hyland & Hyland by his son, John, which partner- 
ship was terminated by Mike’s death in 1958S. 

In 1932, the Hyland family moved to Traer, Mike 
commuting to his Tama office daily until 1941, when 
the family returned to this city. During this period 
Mrs. Hyland served 8 years as Traer postmaster. 

Mike served as Mayor of Tama, was a member of 
the school board, was one of the founders of the Ta- 
ma-Toledo Country Club, was an active Democrat, 
and led the fight for paved roads. 

June, a daughter, graduated from S.U.1., married 
Ray Murphy, Jr., has three children, and now lives 
in Des Moines. 

John, a son, graduated from the S.U.I. College of 
Law in 1940, and returned to Tama to enter the prac- 
tice of law with his father. On July 10, 1941, he was 
inducted into the U. S. Army and served until De- 
cember 3, 1945. During this time he was married to 
Helen Kilbride of Portland, Maine. Upon discharge 
from the Army, he and his wife returned to Tama 
where he resumed his law practice in the firm of 
Hyland & Hyland. He has continued in the practice 
until the present being currently associated with Ben 
Morris in the firm of Hyland & Morris. 

The John Hylands’ have three children, Anne, Ma- 
ry, and Jane, all now attending school in Tama. 


MR. AND MRS. BENJAMIN P. MORRIS II] 


BUILT BY ARTHUR BROOKS 
(Now owned by Ben Morris) 


Benjamin P. Morris, III, originally from Long 
Branch, New Jersey, and Patsy O. Morris, original- 
ly from Wahiawa, Oahu, Hawaii, came to Tama in 
August of 1957 from lowa City, where Mr. Morris at 
that time had graduated from the State University of 
Iowa, College of Law. 

Mr. Morris became associated with M. W. Hyland 
and John L. Hyland in the practice of law, under the 
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firm name of Hyland & Hyland. Mrs. Morris, a nurs- 
ing graduate from Queens Hospital, School of Nurs- 
ing, Honolulu, Hawaii, was employed as a nurse at 
the Tama Clinic for several months after her arrival 
in Tama. 


Nine months after their arrival in Tama, they 
bought a home at 1008 Seymour Street, where they 
resided until the summer of 1961. At this time they 
purchased the large house at 1503 McClellan Street, 
the original Arthur Brooks home. 


On March 6, 1958, a daughter, Lisa Katherine was 
born. A son, Benjamin Pearce, IV, was born on Jan- 
uary 24, 1960, and a second daughter, Laurel Ann, 
was born on May 2, 1961. 

The Morrises are members of St. Patrick’s Parish, 
in Tama. Mr. Morris is active in community affairs, 
being an active member of the Lions Club, American 
Legion Post 73, Tama-Toledo Country Club, Tama- 
Toledo Toastmasters Club and State and Local Bar 
Association. He is a charter member of the Tama- 
Toledo Toastmasters Club and served as President 
thereof for two terms. Mr. Morris also served as 
President of the Tama County Bar Association in 
1960. 

In November, 1961, Mrs. Morris, who was formerly 
a First Lieutenant in the Army Nurse Corps, was re- 
called to active duty, despite her being the Mother 
of three children. After some administrative clarifi- 
cation, she was relieved from recall to active duty; 
her unusual circumstances caused her to receive na- 
tion-wide publicity in newspapers, and on radio and 
television. 

In November, 1961, Mr. Morris entered politics for 
the first time with resounding success, being elected 
councilman at large for the Tama City Council for 
the years 1962 and 1963, with an overwhelming plur- 
ality of 795 votes. 

Commencing January Ist. 1962, Mr. Morris and 
John L. Hyland formed a partnership for the practice 
of law with the firm name of Hyland and Morris. 
They maintain their law offices above the Tama 
State Bank where they have been for many years in 
the past. 


DR. AND MRS. ALBERT J. WENTZIEN 


Albert J. Wentzien, Physician, was born in Glad- 
brook, Iowa, Feb. 18, 1906, the son of Herman H. 
Wentzien and Pauline Nissen. He was educated in 
Gladbrook and graduated frorn High School in 1924. 


He was graduated from the State University of Iowa . 


in 1928, B.S. and M.D. in 1930 and was a member of 
the Phi Beta Pi Fraternity. 


Dr. Wentzien and Lois C. Bond were married June 


27, 1933, in Chicago. Their children are Ralph Bond, 
and Judith Anne. 

After Medical School, Dr. Wentzien served a one 
year internship at New Orleans, La, and a one year 
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Open house at the new Toma Clinic, December, 1940. Dr. 
A. J. Wentzien (left) and Dr. A. J. Havlik. 


residency at Toledo, Ohio. He entered practice at Ta- 
ma, Iowa, Sept. 6, 1932, and served as County Coron- 


‘er from 1939 to 1945. He is City Health Physician, a 


member and Past-President of the Tama County 
Medical Society, Past-President of the Tama Com- 
mercial Club, Tama Public School Board, and Tama- 
Toledo Country Club. A past member of the Lions 
Club. Is a member of 1.0.0.F., Hiram of Tyre No. 
203 A.F.A.M. 320 Consistory, Shriner. 

His hobbies are fishing, gardening and reading. 


DR. A. J. HAVLIK 


Dr. Aloysius J. Havlik came to Tama from Chica- 
go, Illinois, in the fall of 1934. His first offices were 
above the Goza Clothing Store (now Gregory's Cloth- 
ing Store). Following the explosion in June of 1936, 
which destroyed four buildings on the south side of 
Tama’s main street, his offices were located above 
what was known as Robert’s Barber Shop. In Decem- 
ber of 1940, he and Dr. A. J. Wentzien moved into a 
new office building located between Kupka’s Market 
and the Tama News Herald building, this office being 
known as The Tama Clinic. 

Dr. Havlik was bom in Bison, Oklahoma, and he 
attended St. Procopius Academy and College, Lisle, 
Illinois, from 1925 through 1929. He graduated from 
Loyola University School of Medicine in 1933, serving 
his internship at Mercy Hospital, Chicago, in 1933 and 
34. 

In June of 1941, Dr. Havlik was married to Gene- 
vieve C. Houston of Dunlap, Iowa, then a teacher at 
Marshalltown Senior High School. 

The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor alerted the 
Havliks’ and in April of 1942, Dr. Havlik was ordered 
to active duty with the Navy, reporting to the U.S. 
Naval Hospital, Mare Islaud, California. While serv- 
ing as Division Medical Officer aboard the U.S.S. 
Smith (DD378), the President of the United States 
decorated him with the Silver Star Medal “for dis- 
tinguished service in the line of his profession as 
Medical Officer aboard a destroyer in action against 
the enemy during the battle to the northward of San- 
ta Cruz Islands on October 26, 1942.” The remainder 
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H. H. McVEY (Deceased) CARL BRICE (Deceased) 
A&P Store and McVey Grocery Store _ Former Grocer 


ane 


arse 


8 ge ct ene 


& ye  eF af 
be Z- 
Te ; 
j fi. if 4 
zr. zis fi 
MYRTLE ALEXANDER MRS. THELMA HOBSON 
Mother’s Kitchen Cafe in basement of Clifton Hotel Mother's Kitchen Cafe in basement of Clifton Hotel 


» : x fr ‘ 
. \ > it Wy ; if ." Vi a y yee ¢ 
r (Bets y ew teu fail 
et yaa e sie. Nadel Pa ee) ile ’ 
(beoeeasO} 70180 JAAD 
yesuTe) tare 


mire "> ay OMT ER 
oh. geetgy eta’ 

ioe os) i ter F meienntet 

vhs de BS 4) 


‘* 


DR. C. P. SEABERT, DENTIST 


DON MURDOUGH 


PAL RS MPD L ESTE Te 


" Goten: Sig aes Seba. 


eedieatieendinadibtiern. dite atite:rantaaieeniee 


CHARLES YERKES, AUCTIONEER (Deceased) 


PHYSICIAN 


‘ 


DR. J. M. STANDEFER 


is io o if 
oD eee ee 
7 wha oars A 
Fibs Po. ' ny Mia 
Fhe ¢ \ 


sgh hee ie ee rg 


of the war Dr. Havlik served with the Navy in Cali- 
fornia, Australia, New Guinea, New Caledonia and 
Sasebo, Japan. 

Following the war, Dr. and Mrs. Havlik returned 
to Tama to resume the practice of medicine with Dr. 
Wentzien at the Tama Clinic. 


In 1947, the first of five children were born to them, 


namely Michael Damien, at present a freshman at 
Campion Jesuit High School, Prairie du Chien, Wis- 
consin. In 1949, Ellen Anne joined the family, follow- 
ed by Mark David in 1950, Deborah Anne in 1952 and 
Kevin Loras in 1954, all attending St. Patrick’s 
School of Tama. 

In 1958 Dr. Havlik served as General Chairman of 
the Fund Raising Drive for the $250,000.00 new St. 
Patrick’s School of Tama. 

Dr. and Mrs. Havlik reside at 802 Garfield Street, 
the home they purchased from Arthur Mason in 1941. 


M. R. BOVENMYER 


Dr. R. Bovenmyer, Optometrist, was born on a 
farm at Garwin, Iowa, and attended a country school 
through the grades. Graduated from Green Mountain 
High School, Coe College with a B.A. degree and 
Northern Illinois College of Optometry in Chicago, 
Illinois with an O.D. degree. 

He started practice of Optometry in the Kell Build- 
ing at 104 W. 3 rd Street, Tama, Iowa, on June 1, 
1955. 

He belongs to the Tama Chamber of Commerce 
and is presently Treasurer of that organization. Also 
belongs to the Tama Lions Club and Hiram of Tyre 
Masonic Lodge of Tama, Iowa. 


MR. AND MRS. DURWOOD DEAN DAVIS 


Dr. Durwood Dean Davis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Har- 
old J. Davis, of Tama, was born September, 4, 1935. 
He graduated from Tama High School in 1953. He 
was a member of the National Honor Society of that 
class. He was active in the Boy Scouts of America, 
attended the National Boy Scout Jamboree in 1950 
at Valley Forge and Junior Leadership Training at 
Philmont Scout Ranch at Cimmaron, New Mexico, in 
1951 and 1952 where he worked as a guide in 1952. 

A member of Troop 303 of Tama, he received his 
Eagle Scout award in 1952. Dr. Davis attended Iowa 
State Coliege in Ames for six years, graduating in 
1959 with a degree in Veterinary Medicine. His class 
was the last group to graduate under the name of 
Iowa State College as the name was changed to Iowa 
State University that year. Dr. Davis was made a 
member of Phi Zeta, Veterinary Honorary Society 
He became a member of Tama Hiram of Tyre Ma- 
sonic Lodge in 1961. 

Upon graduation, Dr. Davis became associated in 
Veterinary practice with Dr. L. F. Boll of Toledo 
where he practiced until 1961 at which time he es- 


tablished a practice in Tama located at 308 McClellan 
Street in the former Carpenter building. 


On September, 15, 1957, Dr. Davis married Joanne 
Legg of Chicago, Illinois, who graduated from Iowa 
State College in 1958 with a degree in Foods and Nu- 

~ trition. A son, Bradley Dean, was born August 23, 
1961. 


MR. AND MRS. 
CHARLES PIERCE SEABERT 


Dr. C. P. (Charles Pierce) Seabert was born in Ta- 
ma County February, 18, 1885, on a farm three miles 
east of Tama on Highway No. 30 known as the “Sea- 
bert Farm.” His father was John J. Seabert and 
mother, Frances Eujene Pierce. 

Dr. C. P. Seabert graduated from Tama High 
School in the class of 1903, attended and graduated 
from the School of Dentistry, class of 1906, North- 
western University, Evanston, Ill. He started prac- 
tice of Dentistry August 1, 1906, in partnership with 
Dr. Elmer Ball, and has continued this practice in 
the same office in the old Ah!brecht Building, 117% 
West Third St., for the past 56 years. 

He married Miss N. Blanche Stewart of Tama. 
September 16, 1907, in the home of Miss Stewart's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. O. F. Stewart, at 608 State 
Street. The Reverend A. T. Bishop of the Methodist 
Church officiated. 

Dr. and Mrs. C. P. Seabert are parents of five chil- 
dren, nine grandchildren and four great-grandsons. 
The children are: 

1. Janyce Maree, born October, 11, 1908, graduate 
of Tama High School with class of 1927, attended 
Towa State College, Ames and University of Iowa. 
Iowa City. She married John R. Wise (Toledo 
Iowa) June 25, 1933. They have one daughter, 
Jerilyn, born October 17, 1941. jerilyn was mar- 
ried to Donald Butterfieid, Des Moines, Iowa, 
Dec. 19, 1960. One son, Andy, was born Sept. 17, 
1961. All reside in Des Moines, Iowa. 

. Elizabeth Eujene (Jene), born April 19, 1911, 
graduate of Tama High School with class of 1929. 
Attended Coe College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. One 
son, Gary, was born July 9, 1940. Gary married 
Sharon Semple, Des Moines, Iowa, March 4, 
1961. They reside in Des Moines. 

3. John Stewart, born March 6, 1915, graduate of 
Tama High School with class of 1933, attended 
Huron College, Huron, South Dakota. He is pres- 
ently a member of Burbank Police, Burbank, 
California. He married Thelma Anderson of Hur- 
on, South Dakota, April 3, 1935. To this union one 
son, James Stewart Seabert, was born Apri! 4, 
1938, and a daughter, Julie, born June 6, 1944. 
James married Arlene Von der Wilt of North Hol- 
lywood, California February 7, 1960. They have 
two sons, Jay Stewart and Brett Pierce. 
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4. Jenivie Stewart Seabert, graduate of Tama High 
School, class of 1933, attended School of Nursing 
at St. Luke’s Hospital, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Mar- 
ried to Evan E. Ebersole, Toledo, Iowa, October 
10, 1937. They have one son, Jan Carl, born July 
19, 1938, and two daughters, Judy Irene, born No- 
vember 19, 1939, and Joni, bom March 6, 1955. 
Judy Ebersole married Edward Kacer Aug. 19, 
1957, the parents of Joey, born May 3, 1959, and 
residents of Tama, R.R. 

5. C. P. Seabert, Jr., born Sept. 14, 1922, graduate 
of Tama High School, class of 1940. He married 
Jean Bertrand of Glendale, California, Aug. 16, 
1947. They are the parents of Jeffrey, born No- 
vember 5, 1953 and Joan, born Dec. 4, 1948, and 
reside in North Hollywood, California. 


DR. AND MRS. B. K. TEATER 


Dr. and Mrs. B. K. Teater were both bor and 
raised in Des Moines, Iowa, and attended East High 
School. Upon graduating from high school, Dr. Tea- 
ter served in the U.S. Naval Air Corps as a pilot for 
three years during World War II. He was stationed 
at various foreign bases and on aircraft carriers. Af- 
ter receiving his discharge from the service he at- 
tended Logan Basic College of Chiropractic in St. 
Louis, Missouri, for four years. Upon graduating with 
his degree of Doctor of Chiropractic, he then attend- 
ed Palmer School of Chiropractic, Davenport, Iowa, 
for one year. He practiced in Des Moines, Iowa, for 
five years, then moved to Marshalltown, Iowa, and 
practiced there for two years, moving to Tama in the 
fall of 1957. He bought the former Goza home and 
made his office and home combination. The Teater’s 
have three children, Billie Lea, Wendy Lou and Ken- 
neth Ray. 


DR. LINNIE P. PITCHER 
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DR. LINNIE P. PITCHER 


After Dr. Linnie P. Pitcher’s marriage to Dr. L. 
Pitcher, Oct. 22, 1933, she started to build a new prac- 
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tice and it was not long until she had plenty to do. 
She was busy too, with other duties, seeing to the 
household and getting acquainted with new friends. 

That fall and winter, there were so many tramps 
on the road, going both directions. There was really 
a soup kitchen at the Dr. Pitcher home, so Drs. Pit- 
cher and Pitcher put in 700 Ibs. of potatoes and 
bought 25 pounds of navy beans from a good patient 
and every day cooked extra potatoes and beans and 
many times made vegetable soup or chilli and the 
extra food was always called for. 

One day in January, 1934, eleven meals were hand- 
ed out the North kitchen door. Some of the men were 
maimed, one had both hands off, another had a wood- 
en leg and all were foot-sore. Two young men came 
along together and one told Dr. Linnie that his com- 
panion was very ill during the night and had a high 
fever and they had slept in a box car. Dr. Linnie 
doctored his throat and he rested an hour and was 
able to take hot soup before he left and said he felt 
much better. Out of all the men who were fed that 
winter, only one came back the next June to thank 
Drs. Pitcher and said he had a job and wanted to 
give them $1.00 for feeding him when he was so cold 
and hungry. 


Dr. Linnie P. Pitcher has several hobbies, chief of 
which is helping people, and cheering sad and lonely 
lives, writing poetry. She was awarded 6th honorable 
mention from the Iowa Poetry Day Ass’n. for her 
poem “Invocation” and has poems published in three 
of the biennium brochures of the Iowa Poetry Asso- 
ciation, of which she is a member. Dr. Linnie also 
contributed a poem entitled “God’s Love” for a new 
anthology of poems named “Modem American 
Muse.” Recently Young Publishers of Dryden, Va., 
invited Dr. Linnie to contribute a second poem for 
another anthology they are preparing. Dr. Pitcher 
also does oil paintings, mostly at night now, for the 
12 room Pitcher residence has been converted into a 
Custodial Home for aged people and has a capacity 
of 7 or 8 beds and is called the Pitcher Custodial 
Home. 

Dr. Linnie was reared a Baptist but has been a 
member of the Toledo Seventh Day Adventist Church 
for several years. She was their Sabbath School and 
Church pianist for several years. She is a member of 
the Order of the Eastern Star and has held several 
offices in Tama Chapter No. 424. 

Dr. Linnie P. Pitcher, who still has a small prac- 
tice, has five degrees: Doctor of Chiropractic, D.C., 
Master of Chiropractic, M.C., PH. D., PHT. D., and 
Doctor of Naturopathy (N.D.). 

God’s Plan 
If I can fill my place in life, 
The way God planned for me — 
Can help those round about me, 
Carry their burdens and see — 
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That, when I have ministered “unto the 
least of these,” 

I have ministered unto Thee, O, Lord, 

I'll ask no better recompense, 

Than I have worked for Thee. 

Dr. Pitcher is the mother of one son, Archa Dale 
Carver, now living in Tama. She also raised a step- 
son, Dr. J. Paul Carver, from the time he was five 
years old. He is now a Chiropractor in Wichita, Kan- 
sas. 


Ww 


DR. W. L. PITCHER 


William Lyman Pitcher, son of Franklin Harvey 
and Emma Catherine Miller Pitcher, was born Octo- 
ber 24, 1872, near Kent, Illinois. His birthplace was 
near the Blackhawk Indian battleground. 


He was about 10 years old when he moved with 
his family to Bird City, Kansas, where the family 
stayed for a few years, then going to Beatrice, Ne- 
braska. The parents operated a bakery and restaur- 
ant in Beatrice and William learned the bakery trade 
while still in his teens. In his later years he still car- 
ried favorite recipes for bakery foods in his mind 
and could quote the ingredients required for those 
recipes. 

Following his marriage to Daisy A. Cooper on Jan- 
uary 19, 1897, at Beatrice, Nebraska, he continued to 
work as a baker. When his health failed he moved 
to a ranch at Delta, Colorado. When physicians re- 
commended the Ozarks’ climate, he moved his fam- 
ily there for five months and earned his living selling 
religious literature. He then returned to the Colorado 
ranch where his wife died April 7, 1917. 

Taking his three children with him, he went to Chi- 
cago and enrolJed in the National College of Chiro- 
fractic. He bought a smali grocery store and sent 
for his mother and father in Nebraska to come to 
Chicago and run the store and rear his children. He 
finished the chiropractic course in one year gradu- 
ating in June, 1918. He had received credit for train- 
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ing he had taken in an osteopathic school in Kansas 
City while he was living in Nebraska. Following grad- 
uation he stayed on at the college of chiropractic in 
Chicago for advanced training. 

Dr. Pitcher came to Tama in July, 1918, and open- 
ed his first office in the rooms above the Goza cloth- 
ing store, now Gregory’s clothing store. He and his 
children lived in rooms adjoining his offices. A few 
weeks later he moved to the upstairs rooms in the 
Soleman Annex Building. Next, he rented Mrs. Kel- 
lum’s large white house on Siegel Street, just north of 
the Milwaukee railroad, and across the street from 
the Prusha’s garage. This house is now a Blythe-But- 
terfield apartment building. Later Dr. Pitcher bought 
the present Pitcher residence at Siegel and 4th 
Streets, just north of Hotel Clifton. 


On January 1, 1920, Dr. Pitcher married Dr. Mary 
Catherine Huffaker, also a doctor of chiropractic. 
She was also a graduate of the National College of 
Chiropractic in Chicago. They were married at the 
Walter Pitcher home near Rhodes. They practiced 
together until her death on April 3, 1931. On October 
22, 1933, Dr. Pitcher married Dr. Linnie P. Carver of 
What Cheer, the wedding taking place at the United 
Presbyterian Indian Mission west of Tama. The Rev. 
R. G. Smith, pastor of the mission, officiated. 

Dr. Pitcher and his wife, also a chiropractor, prac- 
ticed together until about 15 years ago when he tired 
of practicing and turned his practice over to his wife. 
He then established The Institute of Drugless Thera- 
py, a correspondence school. At the same time, he 
bought the Kiro Health Foods Business from Donald 
Murdough of Tama. Dr. Pitcher operated the corre- 
spondence school and the health food business until 
July, 1954, when he sold both businesses to his wife's 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Dale Carver. 

As a young boy in Kansas, Dr. Pitcher received an 
appointment to West Point from the Senator frorn 
Kansas. However, parental objection to a military 
career intefered, and he did not accept the appoint- 
ment. Later, after his first marriage, he was anxious 
to be a soldier during the Spanish-American war. 
Conquering the objections of his wife and mother, 
he enlisted and was on the train to the induction cen- 
ter when it was discovered that he was a married 
man. This disqualified him and he was put off the 
train at the second stop. 

A few years before his death, Dr. Pitcher wrote a 
history of his interesting life. Dr. Pitcher was the 
father of five children by his first wife. Two of the 
children. Gavlord and Gifford. died in infancy, and 
two other, Glenn and Grace, both died at the age 
ot zl, ot complications following appendectomies 
Grace, a senior student in nurse's training, died Jan- 
uary 7, 1922, two weeks short of graduating. Glenn 
died December 26, 1928. Dr. Pitcher’s son, Gleeland 
J. Pitcher, married Dorris Long, a teacher in the 
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high school for two years here in Tama, in June, 
1941, and they have three children, William G., Nan- 
cy Ruth, and Molly Pitcher. She was named for Mary 
Hayes legendary figure who carried pitchers of wa- 
ter to the soldiers during the revolutionary war and 
as a result became known as “Molly Pitcher,”. . . 
Dr. Pitcher’s niece, Voda Smith came from Colorado 
in 1922 to make her home with her uncle and was a 
most excellent stenographer in Mike Hyland’s law 
office and remained until 1943, when she went to 
Washington state to work in a defense plant. She is 
now Mrs. Marvin O’Bannon. Dr. Pitcher passed away 
December 2, 1956. 


“Dr. Pitcher was a splendid practitioner of Chiro- 
practic principles and well known for his ability in 
both diagnosis and treatment. All during his lifetime 
he was a devoted Bible student, as well, and no one 
ever left a conversation with him without having 
learned something. Nothing, perhaps, so exemplifies 
his philosophy of Life and Death as his favorite po- 
em, Tennyson’s “Crossing the Bar.” 


DR. WILLIAM CORNS 


A native of Mushingum County, Ohio, William 
Corns was born October, 27, 1835, to Phoebe A. Bag- 
ley and William Corns. In May, 1837, his father’s 
family moved to Muscatine County, Iowa, among the 
very earliest settlers of that County. Dr. Corns was 
reared on a farm, and his early educational advan- 
tages were such as the district schools afforded, 
though he could not attend even these uninterrupted- 
ly, but usually had the benefit of the winter terms, 
and attended at such other times as he could be 
spared from the farm work. 


In 1849, his father died, and William remained at 
home with his mother until nineteen years old, at 
which time he began working on a farm as a laborer. 

During the early spring of 1861, he began the study 
of Medicine with Dr. Albert Ady of West Liberty, 
Iowa. At this time young Corns had hardly a dollar 
of his own, but nevertheless, determined that with 
a stout heart and a willing pair of hands he would 
work his way up, and become a physician. While 
with Dr. Ady he did the chores for his board, and 
studied at such times as he could command, often 
times poring over his books until the “wee small 
hours.” 

In the fall of 1862, he entered the Keokuk Medicine 
College, (now the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Keokuk) where he made his way by working in 
the Military Hospital. He graduated from there in 
July, 1863, and soon after was appointed a contract 
surgeon and given charge of a ward in the Military 
Hospital at Keokuk, which was known as the “Estes 
House Hospital.” 

He came to Tama City, when he began the prac- 
tice of medicine, and won for himself an enviable 
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reputation of being one of the best medical Counsel- 
lors of Central Iowa. He was a member of the State 
Medical Association, and examining Physician of Ta- 
ma County for United States pensions. 

In August, 1863, Dr. Corns was united in marriage 
with Isabelle Hemperly, a native of Muscatine Coun- 
ty, lowa. Seven children blessed the union, Flora, 
Kitty, Amos, William, Mable, Charles and Emmiett. 
Only one daughter (Mable) Mrs. Mable Bent. sur- 
vives. 

Dr. William Corns was the Indian physician during 
the small-pox epidemic many years ago. 

The old Corns property still stands on 9th Street 
which was his only home in Tama. 

Dr. William Corns, Jr., son of William Corms be- 
came a physician and practiced in Tama. 


DR. AND MRS. WILLIAM CORNS 


Dr. Wm. Corns, deceased, son of the late Dr. Wm. 
Corns graduated from Iowa City where he received 
his medical degree as a physician. 

He then came to Montour, Iowa, where he prac- 
ticed medicine for a good many years. He was called 
to service in 1917 and was stationed in a hospital at 
Rockford, Illinois. 

After World War I, he located in Tama where he 
practiced medicine until he accepted and joined the 
staff at the Iowa Soldiers Home for ten years. He 
was the only doctor there during World War II. He 
resigned due to ill health. He died in 1947. 

His wife, Mrs. Addie Corns, lives at the Iowa Sol- 
diers Home in Marshalltown, Iowa. 


DR. BENJAMIN THOM dictea 
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DR. BENJAMIN THOMPSON 


For more than fifty years, Dr. Benjamin Thomp- 
son, physician and surgeon, cared for the sick and in- 
jured residents of Tama County and surrounding ter- 
ritory. He was the attending physician at the birth 
of future citizens, numbering in the thousands rail- 
way surgeon for both the Northwestern and Milwau- 
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kee lines in this district as well as surgeon for local 
town and country accidents. 


In those earlier years of his practice, when paved 
roads were scarce, he drove by horse and buggy day 
and night to care for his patients in the country and 
in surrounding towns. As soon as automobiles could 
be depended upon to run, he and Frank Graham, his 
faithful helper, who kept his cars in condition and 
drove for the doctor, were a familiar sight on the 
highways. 

Always interested in Civic affairs, he served as 
Mayor of Tama. Itwas during his administration 
that Tama’s first paving project (the business dis- 
trict) was consummated. 

He was a man dedicated to his profession and his 
death in 1923 was a great loss to the community, 
whose residents universally felt: “In the names of 
thousands of unbroken homes in which midnight 
hand-to-hand fights with death were fought and won; 
in the name of thousands of lives rescued from ab- 
normality and made useful; in the name of unshed 
tears and forestalled pain and baffled death, we doff 
our hats to ‘Doc.’ May each pain he saved others 
shine in the crown of his life like a bright star.” 


MARY C. THOMPSO 
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MARY C. THOMPSON 


Mary C. Thompson lived a busy life as the wife of 
Dr. Benjamin Thompson for she was a real helpmate 
to the doctor in his extensive practice. Upon his 
death in 1923, Mary, who was considerably younger 
than the doctor and a capable business wornan, felt 
the need to continue an active life, so decided to go 
into the insurance business. She founded the Mary C. 
Thompson Insurance Agency which was developed 
into a successful and dependable organization over 
the years. 

In addition to her business career, Marv was well 
known in civic activities: for a number of years head 
of the United Charities, caring for the needy in Tama 
and vicinity; one of the founders and leaders in the 


Civic Improvement League. Among other appointive 
positions, she was a member of the Old Age Pension 
Board and the Inheritance Tax Board for Tama-at- 
large. 

The Mary C. Thompson Insurance Agency is car- 
ried on by Edna Means, Mrs. Thompson’s daughter, 
and her business partner, Eleanor Ogden. They 
moved to Tama from Chicago in 1952, after Mrs. 
Thompson’s death in 1951. The Edna Means Dramatic 
Service, a nationally known mail order publishing 
business of speech material for schools and colleges, 


is also carried on from Tama by the Misses Means 
and Ogden. 
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J. H. NEIL CREAMERY CO.—1920‘s 


In the summer of 1912, Joseph Henry Neil came to 
Tama to fulfill a dream of opening a creamery of 
his own. He had grown up on a farm in Grant town- 
ship in Tama County where he attended about eight 
years of country school. In 1900, when he was 24 
years old, he went to Iowa State College at Ames and 
enrolled in the Dairy Industry course. After two 
years at Iowa State he worked for the next ten 
years in farmer owned creameries in Lincoln, Sheri- 
dan and Belle Plaine. 

When J. H. Neil arrived in Tama in 1912, he was 
36 years old, unmarried, and had just enough money 
to operate his small creamery, so, a creamery sup- 
ply house loaned him the money to build and equip 
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J. H. NEIL CREAMERY COMPANY—JUNE 10, 1941 


Front row: Helen Kvidera, Cleo Robinson, Helen O’Connor, 
Melba Schultz, .... ...... , Beatrice Krizek, Dorothy Mason, 
Bernice Mason, Dorothy Moubray, Mary Faught, Mabel Hol- 
land, Mildred Schultz. 

Second row: Frank Carter, Mert Kvidera, Bill Kvidera, Cor- 
rine Ramsdell, Esther Mae O’Connor, Avis Barlow, Katie Peter- 
sen, Agnes Rutledge, Bessie Moubray, Maxine Jackson, Doro- 
thy Herink, ...... Herink, Hilda Sankey, Marie See, Made- 
line Doiezal, Mabel Moubray, Leota Shaw, Wonda Church, 
Mayme Benda, Mr. Allen. 

Eddie Brownell, Red Hopkins, Buck Mattox, Edith Shefchik, 


Nellie Myers, Tina Lathrop, Gertrude Crabtree, ..... Alex- 
ander, Esther O'Connor, Irene Fahling, Mr. Adams. 

Fourth row: Tony Shope, Bob Wilson, John Minor, Harry 
Penhollow, Daisy Bennett, Lavina Mathes, Gladys Hotchkiss, 
Nellie Collins, Telma Doran, Viola Graham, Celests Parizek, 
Dorothy Armstrong, Minnie Werner, Betty Depew, Fonda 
Smith, Nellie Hoopengardner, Ed See, Jr., Adrian Neil, Fred 
Irish. 

Fifth row: Samuel Moubray, Alvin Jones (in back of Sam), 
Eddie Burrows, Frank Wilson (in back of Eddie), Glen Taylor, 
Art Wiese, James Tyler, Orie Bidwell, Clifford Shaw, Harry 
Beard, George Anderson, Wilmer Moubray, Howard Moubray, 
Johnnie Petersen, James Myers, Frank Metcalf, Loren Alex- 
ander, John Petersen, Sr., Margie Tomlinson, Katherine Ko- 
varik, R. G. McFarland. 

Sixth row: John Clark, Junior Knowles, Red Williams, Novie 
White, Arnold Lewis, Norman Fought, £. G. Wilson, Donald 
Smith, Abe Renaud, Fred Buckley, Ed Knowles, Lionel Smith, 
Elizabeth Whalen, J. H. Neil. 


BUTTERMAKING ROOM IN J. H. NEIL CREAMERY CO. 


the first small building on the north side of the main 
street where he started his business. 


From this meager start the J. H. Neil Creamery 
Co., grew into the iargest independently owned 
creamery and produce business in the midwest. The 
total work force reached about 150 people in the busy 
season. From the original creamery operation the 
business was built into a major poultry processing 


and packing plant. Another very important part of 
the business was the buying, processing and shipping 
of eggs to all eastern markets. In addition to the but- 
ter that was made in Tama, the entire output of sev- 
en small creameries in surrounding towns was pur- 


~chased, packaged and shipped to markets in the east. 


Before the days of good highways and heavy motor 
trucks, the cream had to be shipped by railroad to 
Tama. Cream was shipped by rail from more than 
75 buying stations as far away as Sioux City and 
Unionville, Missouri. 

During these years J. H. Neil was joined by R. G. 
McFarland and Fred Irish in the operation of the 
business. Mr. McFarland joined the firm in 1918 and 
Mr. Irish in 1924. 


In 1927, Mr. Neil helped establish the Tama State 
Bank and served on its Board of Directors continual- 
ly. He served as Vice-President for several years, 


and from the early 1940’s until his death, he was 
President of the bank. 


In the late 1920's, Mr. Neil started to acquire farm 
land in Poweshiek County. He had been born and 
raised on a farm and never lost his interest in farm- 
ing. He was very interested in beef cattle feeding, 
and took a great pride in the large number of beef 
cattle that were fed on his farm. Over the next fif- 
teen years he bought more land that joined his until 
the size of his farm was 640 acres. 

During his two years at Iowa State College, Mr. 
Neil was on the varsity track team and was top man 
in the 100 yard dash and the 220 yard event. He 
was always interested in athletics, track and field 
events in particular. In the 1920’s and 30's, he assist- 
ed with the training and instruction of these events in 
Tama High School. He was a member of the Tama 
Board of Education for nine years. 

Mr. Neil was very generous with both time and 
money for the benefit of the Tama Methodist Church 
over a long period of time and served in many ways, 
including serving on the Board of Trustees. 

J. H. Neil and Grace Reams of the Sheridan com- 
munity were married in May, 1913, and, except for a 
few years right after their marriage, they lived at 
803 McClellan Street in Tama. 

John H. Neil, their first son, was bom June 28, 
1920. He attended the Tama schools and graduated 
in 1938. He attended the American Institute of Busi- 
ness in Des Moines, Ryder Business College in Tren- 
ton, N. J., and graduated from Drake University. Af- 
ter three years in the army in World War II, he re- 
turned to Tama and was with the J. H. Neil Cream- 
ery until 1950. His wife is the former Theodora King 
of Silver Spring, Maryland. They have three children. 
Karen, Stephen and Phillip. John H. Neil and_ his 
family have lived in Des Moines, since 1950, where 
he is in public accounting work. 

Adrian M. Neil, the second son, was born March 6, 
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JAY DAVIS 


Mother's Kitchen Cafe in basement of Clifton Hotel 
at one time. 
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One of the former owners of Ben Franklin store. 


ar neti 


gE MERU TT 


SRI T OFS TE ARR LINER NOT 


PAUL McCORMICK 
One of the former owners of the Royal Dairy (about 1942). 


FRANK RUCH (Deceased) 
Associated with Fred Goza in Gora Clothing store at one time. 


a er cateialkedell 


rt ts : Let 
nn ~ het) Bee he Vv 
‘ ADIMAOS I JAR 
PHOT tvude! yin loyal 644 by. severe Wpleeel dee * ow 


ie 
PRSR EN eee eT 
ay : . 

Te 


per 


SRT 


Speryer mess 


rt 


NP a eS on aD at Nas i 


JOHN I. WILSON LYNN BAILEY 
Former tama Barber Former Moil Carrier in Tama 
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CHARLES DAVIS (Deceased) Cc. H. TANNER (Deceased) 
Former City Clerk Former Milwaukee Station Agent 
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1923. He attended the Tama schools and graduated 
in 1941. He attended Drake University for two years 
before going in the army in World War II, where he 
served two and one-half years. In June, 1946, Adrian 
M. Neil and the former Bette McClure of Tama were 
married. They have two children, Ann and Brian. 
They live at 1502 State Street in Tama. Adrian Neil 


was with the J. H. Neil Creamery Co. from 1946 until 
1948 when he started his own business, which manu- 
factures livestock feeds and distributes veterinary 
supplies. Mr. Neil has been President of the Tama 
State Bank since January, 1958. 

Mrs. J. H. Neil passed away in May of 1939, and J. 
H. Neil passed away in July of 1957. 


THE IOWA ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER 
COMPANY AT TAMA 


“A hill-held valley with a river running 
Out of the north hills into the south, — 

A city is not hills, or look of place, 

But men and women and the looking face.” 


—From the “Song of the Cedar” by Paul Engle 


The men who created “The Light Company” (as it 
is familiarly known) were pioneers, and the men and 
women who have directed its destiny for over 70 
years have been either pioneers themselves or sons 
and daughters of pioneers. 


The family most closely associated with the devel- 
opment of the Iowa Electric Light and Power Com- 
pany, the Dows family, has for four generations 
guided the extension of electric light and power serv- 
ice into the communities of more than one-third of 
the State of Iowa. Captain S. L. Dows, his son, the 
late Col. Wm. G. Dows, Mr. Sutherland C. Dows who 
recently retired as President, and is now Chairman 
of the Board of the Company, and Sutherland Dows, 
Jr., now Vice-President, have been and are men of 
vision who built well, men with leadership and sound 
business knowledge. 

The following information was gleaned from a 
booklet published in 1932 to commemorate the Golden 
Jubilee of the Iowa Electric Light and Power Com- 
pany. “. . .Citizens of this area can credit a circus 
with being responsible for the origin of electric pow- 
er in the state of Iowa. Barnum and Bailey Circus 
was playing in Cedar Rapids in 1882. One of the feat- 
ures of the circus was a steam-driven electric light 
machine mounted on a wagon. Col. William G. Dows, 
whose father, S. L. Dows, had come to Cedar Rapids 
years before and established a saw mill using rapids 
for power, was attracted by the “gadget” and with a 
group of other citizens purchased a similar machine. 
These men set the plant up in a livery stable and 
supplied four carbon lamps with power. This was the 
first display of electric lights in Iowa. 

The four laraps were used to light the annual 
“Boat Club” dance, which was the social function of 
the year, on August 31, 1882. The Cedar Rapids 
“Times” stated that the building was illuminated to 

a brilliance equal to the glare of sun at noon-day. The 


electric lights, though, were declared to be “a bad 
giveaway” for the ladies who were highly powdered 
and thickly enameled at the reception. The light gave 
the face a peculiar blue tint, causing the unfortunate 
frescoed female to look as if she were drowned dead, 
beyond resuscitation. This first experience with elec- 
tricity paved the way for the establishment of the 
Iowa Electric Light and Power Company. 


The history of the Light Company in Tama started 
in 1893, which, while it was a year of national panic, 
was a year of local development and building. The 
city councils in both Tama and Toledo passed ordin- 
ances granting to Mr. T. L. Seevers of Tama an 
electric franchise and also ordinances to build, main- 
tain, construct and operate a street-car system. Fi- 
nancial difficulties made it impossible for Seevers 
to carry out his plans. Mr. L. H. Ong was later 
granted similar ordinances. Mr. Ong had associated 
with him W. E. Brice of Tama, W. C. Smith and E. 
R. Smith of Toledo and “others.” Who the others 
were is not known. Like many promoters, these men 
had few resources and were soon in need of finances 
and credit. Mr. Ong was not a local man but his as- 
sociates were Tama and Toledo men which gave the 
company local standing. Besides, the community 
had men in its own right who would not see a public 
improvement go on the rocks for want of finance. 
Mr. Leander Clark, President. of the Toledo Savings 
Bank, and Mr. W. C. Walters, Vice-President, came 
to the rescue. A bank could not properly hold a pow- 
er plant as security in those days so these two men 
took over the operating of the property. In 1912, it 
was sold to the Company known then as the Iowa 
Railway and Light Company. 


The name of Walters was long associated with the 
electric system in Tama and Toledo since the days 
when Mr. W. Walters was made president and gen- 
eral manager and held controlling interest of the Ta- 
ma and Toledo Electric Light and Railway Com- 
pany. After it took over the utility, first as Munager 
of the Toledo Division and in Cedar Rapids as Gen- 
eral Sales Manager which position he held at the 
time of his death in 1949. Another son, C. E. Walters, 
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was connected with the legal department of the com- 
pany. The Tama and Toledo Railway Company, a 
subsidiary of the Tama-Toledo Electric Light Com- 
pany, under the management of Mr. W. C. Walters, 
obtained a contract for hauling the mail between Ta- 
ma and Toledo. This contract was the first of its 
kind in America. Mr. “W. C.” was intensely proud 
of his railroad. The story is told that one day while 
he was riding on one of the street-cars between Ta- 
ma and Toledo, a drummer boarded the car and pro- 
ceeded to put his feet up on the seat in front of him. 
Mr. Walters ordered him to get his feet down as he 
didn’t want the seat to become dirty and soiled be- 
cause of the ladies white dresses, whereupon the 
drummer remarked, “You needn’t be so uppity, just 
because you own the shortest railroad in the world!” 
However, Mr. Walters silenced him with, “Young 
man, it may be the shortest, but it’s just as wide as 
any of them!” 


In 1912, the Tama and Toledo Electric Company 
and the Tama and Toledo Railway Company became 
a part of the Iowa Electric Light and Power Com- 
pany. For many years the Tama office of the Light 
Company was located at the corer of 4th and Mc- 
Clellan before moving to its present location on 
Main Street. In May, 1932, the name became “The 
Iowa Electric Light and Power Company.” But facts 
and figures and locations do not tell the real history 
of a company. That is told in the people who have 
represented the company, who have “been with the 
Light Company” in this community down through 
the years. Before we proceed to mention these men 
and women, we look back to see when Chautauqua 
used to be the high-light of this area. One week a 
year, the best talent would be secured to perform 
throughout the week at the open pavilion between 
Tama and Toledo. Instead of the people of this area 
going to the mountains or abroad, their vacations 
would be going to Chautauqua. The whole area 
around the Chautauqua park, as well as the baseball 
field, would be covered with tents—people camping 
out for the entire week. Also the sweet aroma of 
fried chicken and other home cooked goodies filled 
the air, congenial visiting from tent to tent. This 
was the beginning of many courtships of the young 
generation of this time. Children playing and swing- 
ing on the ropes of the tents. Truthfully, it was a 
picture that one would never forget. As this was the 
day before many automobiles, the Tama and Toledo 
Railway played a very important part of escorting 
the people of Tama and Toledo to and from Chau- 
tauqua, for a nickel fare to the Chautauqua and a 


nickel home. Also, it added to the gaiety as the peo- — 


ple enjoyed visiting together on what a fine program 
they had seen and discussed any other problems 
they might have with their neighbors. Air condition- 
ing was a very prominent fact in those days as for 


20 cents they could get on the streetcar and ride to 
Toledo and back to get cooled off. 

Some of the old-timers will remember the little 
two-wheel push carts used to haul material needed 
for local repair service and when the service men 
would pick up a coil of wire and carry it over their 
shoulder. 

Time has brought many changes in the operation 
of the Light Company. In the beginning a local line- 
man used to “walk the high-line” between Tama and 
Montour and then ride the way-freight back to 
Blairstown to see that the lines were in good order 
and make notations on what pole number the insu- 
lators were cracked, etc. For a fellow susceptible to 
poison ivy, it was an itchy job. Linemen used to ride 
the Cedar Rapids-Marshalltown highline on horse- 
back shooting trouble. A long cry from the highly 
mechanized utility trucks equipped with shortwave 
radio in use today. 


DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN? ... 


Dell Bricker, who started with the Company in 
1897, worked on the street car as conductor and mo- 
tor man. Then stock salesman, worked in public re- 
lations, collections, etc. 

Other men on the street cars and at the power 
plant between Tama and Toledo that generated the 
electricity for the railway were: 

Bill Jackson and Ed Stewart who were engin- 
eers at the local power plant. 

Ray Ingham started out on the street car years 
ago and was transferred to Cedar Rapids where 
he eventually became General Manager and Vice- 
President of the Iowa Electric Company and Cen- 
tral States Electric Company until the time of his 
death. 

Paul Bramblett also got his start and is now an 
employee of the Company at Spirit Lake. 

Russell Wise, a brother of Ruby Blythe, who was 
a faithful employee and resigned just a few years 
ago to work for himself. 

Others deserving of honorable mention were: Bill 
Smith, James Murray, Roy Irvin, Harold Hufford, 
Lester Kuhner, Cliff Turbett, Fred Cline. 


Henry Mead got his start with the Light Com- 
pany here at Tama and was later transferred to 
Cedar Rapids and advanced to Right of Way En- 
gineer until his retirement. He now resides at Ce- 
dar Rapids. 

M. R. “Dick” Thompson started on the section 
in 1915, and worked on Saturdays and during va- 
cations. During the first World War he was em- 
ployed as conductor and motor man on the street 
car. Later he was advanced to the meter depart- 
ment and then to the Sales Department. In 1931, he 
transferred to the Central Iowa Telephone Com- 
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pany where he now holds the position of General 
Commercial and Traffic Manager. 

Other men that were faithful employees were: 
Charlie Gallagher, William Walker, Tommy Green, 
John Evans, Roscoe Huffman, Arthur Kubicek, 
Clarence Haynes, Bruce Owens, Bill Dolash, Fred 
Stoddard, Tom Kent, Frank McKenna, Herb Stew- 

art, Frank Stewart, Merle Gadbury, Ross Grau, Art 
Leever. 


There was one man who worked for a time, a Ho- 
mer Taylor, who turned out to be a detective operat- 
ing incognito while trying to round up the old Burns 
Gang, an organization of thieves who pilfered from 
the Northwestern and Milwaukee railroad box cars. 

D. M. “Dep” Shively started on the street car, 
then was employed in the Plant and Maintenance 
Department. At the time of his death, he held the 
position of Manager for the Marshalltown District. 

Other names you will remember are: Sam Han- 

nah, Hal Morgan, Carl Smith, Bill Morgan, 
Lloyd Fisher, Marion Woods, Mertin Meed, Bud- 
dy Mordon, William Kremenak, Roy Wendall, 
Lester Doud, Robert Shope, Leonard Hall, Sam 
Ward, Charles Baker, Elwell Meirs. 


Everyone of these names will be remembered by 
someone in the Tama locality as doing some out- 
standing favor for someone every day. 

Mrs. J. M. (Stella) Mitchell was the office manag- 
er and cashier of the Tama office for many years. 
She is now living in Tama. She was preceded by Mr. 
James Phillips. 

Many of you will remember Irma Speaker who 
was the storekeeper for the company. She later mar- 
ried Nat Mulligan and lived in Tama until after her 
husband’s death. She now resides in Cedar Rapids. 


Raymond Westfall was employed as storekeeper. 
He is now a resident of Cedar Rapids. 
In the Express and Freight Department for the 
Tama-Toledo Railroad you will remember: S. N. 
Dodd, Dan Quinn, Walter Hickman, Charles 
Sleeter, Emil Dupre, Floyd Pearson, W. J. (Bill) 
Randall, John Young, Charles Long. 


Don D. Wells came to this company as manager 
of the Toledo office in 1939, and continued in that 
capacity until the time of his retirement in 1955, Lee 
Reinhard was employed by the Company in the re- 
frigeration and appliance department from 1928 until 
the time of his death in November, 1958. Mike Ferry 
got his start with the Light Company in the Tama 
area and in 1953, transferred to the Boone Division 
as Operating Supervisor. 

Ralph McComas started working on the line in 
1929, advanced to engineer at the power house and 
later transferred to the new plant at Marshalltown. 
He held this position until his death in 1961. 

Bernice Feller played a very important part as 
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secretary to the late Mr. J. P. Walters and is now 
employed as secretary to John J. McIntosh, Vice- 
President and General Manager of the Central Iowa 
Telephone Company in Cedar Rapids. 


The street car originally operated directly between 
the two towns—on McClellan in Tama and Broad- 
way in Toledo. During the summer of 1919, there was 
some pressure for the Company to pave between the 
tracks as well as two feet on each side. Again the 
officials of the Company looked ahead, knowing that 
the automobile industry was advancing and was go- 
ing to jeopardize the passenger business in this type 
of conveyance. One day the street car made the trip 
to Tama and got only as far as the old Chautauqua 
Park as the rails were being tom up under the su- 
pervision of Elmer Beard. After considerable nego- 
tiations, the street car service was abandoned and a 
bus was put into operation for the transportation of 
people between Tama and Toledo. Later competition 
came into the picture by another bus operated by 
Joe Dolash of Tama. 


The Company, having the foresight of having 
freight and mail business, immediately started re- 
building the Tama and Toledo Railway at the end 
of town adjacent to the branch of the Northern Iowa 
Railroad. The road bed was built by Charles Blythe 
of Tama and his men. One man who was especially 
remembered was a man by the name of Girg. who 
drove the mules with one arm. He handled a team 
of approximately 12 mules very efficiently. Again, 
this is a far cry of moving dirt compared to the way 
they do it today with bulldozers and fine equipment. 

This new railroad was built in the winter of 1919. 
Again, passenger service was established, as well as 
freight business. This not only hauled light loads of 
freight but pulled the regular box cars. 


Finally, competition became too great due to the 
automobile industry and passenger service was dis- 
continued. Later the trucks took over the freight 
business and the Tama and Toledo Railroad was out 
of business and the rails were taken up and forgot- 
ten. 

The present Company employees are for the most 
part citizens of Tama and Toledo and the greater 
share of them own their homes. They include: 

Commercial Department 

Rolland Morgan - Division Manager 
Ronald Anderson 
Rita Jacobsen 
Elliott Day 
Present Operating Department 
Harlan Lowe - Supervisor 
Ronald Ferris - Foreman 
Evan Thomas 
Charles Willer 
Richard Williams 
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Tom White 

George Rosenberger 

Victor Vamum 

Harry Gardner 

Now a new branch of the Electric Company has 

been inaugurated which is the Gas Company. The 
present employees connected with the Gas Company 
are: 

Haynard Valline - Foreman 


Tom Glendy 
Harold Weaver 
The men and women connected with the Light 

Company now and in the years gone by, had and still 
have the “looking face,” looking toward a future of 
continued sound leadership, civic pride and interest 
in the local community and a vision of further ex- 
pansion and improvement benefiting the customers 
they are proud to serve. 


HISTORY OF THE 
CENTRAL IOWA TELEPHONE COMPANY 
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Central Iowa Telephone Company was organized 
and incorporated on Dec. 13, 1926, with capital stock 
issued on a group of seven exchanges—Traer, Rein- 
beck, Gladbrook, Belle Plaine, Garwin, Conrad and 
Beaman. 

April 1, 1927, the Articles were amended to in- 
crease the authorized capital stock to cover the pur- 


chase of five more exchanges, including the Tama 
exchange. 


Within the next five years, fifteen exchanges were 
added to the company by purchase of additional 
properties. Included in these was the Toledo ex- 
change purchased in August, 1927. This made a total 


of 27 exchanges owned and operated by the com- , 


pany. 

The late J. P. Walters figured prominently in the 
organization and acquisition of these exchanges. He 
was Vice-President and General Manager of the 
company at the time of its organization and held 
this position until his death in May of i949. 

In 1938, Central Iowa Telephone Company acquired 
Iowa Union Telephone Company and Mutual Tele- 
phone Company of Rolfe, comprising a total of 13 ex- 
changes. Among the larger exchanges purchased at 
this time were Emmetsburg and Forest City. 


The company now served 40 exchanges. In 1941, it 
became known that Iowa Standard Telephone Com- 
pany, with headquarters in Marengo was for sale 
and Central Iowa purchased this company owning 18 
exchanges, among them Manchester, Marengo and 
Mondamin. 

Following that purchase, the company added three 
single exchanges, Stacyville, Corwith and Buffalo 
Center. In 1952, the company purchased Sigourney 
and Keota exchanges of Peoples Telephone Com- 
pany. The Boyer Valley Telephone Corporation was 
purchased in 1953, with Logan, Dunlap, Magnolia 
and Woodbine added to the company’s list of ex- 
changes served. Northern Iowa Telephone Company 
was purchased in 1954, adding Cresco and Elma ex- 
changes, and Tiffin was added the same year. 

In 1955, three single purchases were made of Led- 
yard, Aita Vista and Persia, Conroy, Protivin, Arm- 
strong, West Chester and Dolliver, as well as Swea 
City Rural Company were bought in 1956, and the 
company purchased Portsmouth, Montour, Ralston 
and May City exchanges in 1958 and 1959. 

The company has followed the policy of acquiring 
adjacent exchanges wherever possible, in an attempt 
to attain more efficient operating conditions. 

— PERSONNEL — 

The operating office and the billing office of Cen- 
tral Iowa Telephone Company have always been lo- 
cated at Tcledo. 

Joyce Polka, with her assistant, Audrey Westfall, 
and 18 other women do the billing in Toledo for the 
company’s 51,600 customers. 

M. R. (Dick) Thompson, who has worked for Cen- 
tral Iowa Telephone Company 28 years, is General 
Commercial Manager, with his office in Toledo. He 
is also in charge of all franchises for the company 
and the telephone directories. His secretary is Mrs. 
Helen Titcomb. 

Kenneth Henderson. with 21 years of service with 
the company, is General Plant Superintendent with 
his office also in Toledo. The staff in the plant de- 
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partment is composed of: Louis R. Zearfoss and Pe- 
ter C. Bakker, plant engineers; Oscar A. Wiebold, 
supply supervisor and plant engineer. Harlin John- 
son is dial equipment supervisor. Secretarial and 
bookkeeping work is done by Lorraine Smith and 
Carlene Rairdon. 

James E. Templeman is area manager of the Ta- 
ma, Toledo, Montour,. Gladbrook, Traer and Le- 
Grand exchanges, and his office will be located in 
the new exchange building. Hilda Claussen, Violet 
Wall and Ruth Davis are the cashiers in the local 
office. 

Sutherland Dows, J. P. Walters, and C. S. Wood- 
ward constituted the original board of directors with 
Mr. Dows as President; Mr. Walters as Vice-Presi- 
dent until his death in 1949, and C. S. Woodward as 
Secretary-Treasurer until his death in 1957. 

Present officers are: Sutherland Dows, President; 
Sutherland Dows, Jr., Vice-President and Treasurer; 
John J. McIntosh, Vice-President and General Man- 
ager; Peter Dows, Vice-President; J. Burnett Ring- 
er, Secretary; and Mrs. Henrietta Arnold, Assistant 
Secretary. 

John J. McIntosh has his office in Cedar Rapids. 
He has worked for Central Iowa and _ predecessor 
companies in Manchester since 1933, and in 1951, 
was made General Manager of the company and 
transferred from Manchester to Cedar Rapids. In 
1953, he was made Vice-President as well as General 
Manager of the company. 

Harlin Johnson was formerly a switchboard install- 
er for a telephone manufacturer and joined Central 
Iowa in April, 1956, as General Dial Equipment Su- 
pervisor. 

Louis Zearfoss, a former Traer resident, has work- 
ed for Central Iowa Telephone Company at Traer, 
Belle Plaine, Tama and Toledo since 1927. 


Peter Bakker has worked for Central Iowa for 10 


_ years and has been in telephone work since 1942. He 


formerly worked for another telephone company in 
Iowa. 


James E. Templeman joined Central Iowa in 1940. 


‘He had worked for a telephone company in Missouri 


prior to that time. Four years ago he transferred 
from Emmetsburg to the Tama-Toledo exchange. 


Mrs. Joyce Polka started working for Central Iowa 
in 1928, for a 15-month period. She continued with 
the company on temporary jobs (while raising a 
family) and started full time with the company in 
1938, as a clerk in the billing office under Mrs. Doro- 
thy Hickman. In 1942, she became Office Supervisor 
of the billing office and in 1944, was made Manager. 

Mrs. Audrey Wesifall started with the company as 
night operator at the Tama exchange in 1938. In 1940, 
she commenced her work in the billing office and 
storeroom, and has served as an assistant to Joyce 
Polka since 1944, in the billing office. 


The company’s general accounting and purchas- 
ing is done at its General Office in Cedar Rapids. 
Marshall C. Hardesty is the company’s auditor in 
Cedar Rapids and Marvin R. Bishop is the telephone 
accounting supervisor. Miss Bernice Feller is pur- 
chasing agent. 

To operate its 83 exchanges, the company employs 
approximately 215 employees. It has local managers 
at 38 locations, and is divided into 10 districts with a 
district manager in each of the district headquarters: 
Manchester, Cresco, Forest City, Emmetsburg, Mon- 
damin, State Center, Marengo, Sigourney, Logan and 
Toledo. 

In Cedar Rapids there are six employees devoting 
full time to telephone accounting and administrative 
duties, and ten devoting part time. 


OTHER BUSINESS FIRMS 


TAMA STATE BANK 


Tama State Bank was organized June, 1927, by F. 
A. Jones. On July 1, 1931, the bank held open house 
in their new building which is the present site. 

Personnel at that time was: President, F. A. 
Jones; Vice-President, J. H. Neil; Assistant Cashier, 
Miss Anna Jabe; Assistant Cashier, Frank X. Thill; 
Bookkeeper, Clarke Ingersoll, and Directors, F. A. 
Jones, J. H. Neil, Fred Goza, H. H. Dee, R. L. Beale, 
Albert Kubicek. 

Present personnel are: President, Adrian M. Neil; 
Exec. Vice-President, Arthur J. Bird; Vice-President 
and Cashier, Hubert Kubicek; Assistant Cashier, 
Genevieve Novotny; Assistant Cashier, D. D. Potter; 
Teller, Mrs. Beverly Vaverka; Teller, Robert E. 
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Hunnicutt; Bookkeeper, Phyllis Stochl: Rookkeener, 
Sandra Fowler; Bookkeeper, Patricia Melsa, and 
Directors, Robert Beale, Arthur J. Bird, A. j. tlav- 
lik, John L. Hyland, Hubert Kubicek, Adrian M. 
Neil. 

The following information was taken from the 
June 25, 1931, edition of the Tama News-Herald. 


“Marble and mahogany were used on the interior 
with bronze fixtures and tile floor. Bedford lime- 
stone and vari-colored Hytex brick of dull red on the 
exterior. A vertical band of limestone at each cor- 
ner at the front of the building, another vertical 
band of limestone at each side of the main entrance, 
and a horizontal band of limestone across the upper 
part of the front bearing the words “TAMA STATE 
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BANK.” The figures “1927 and 1931” have been 
placed on each side of the door. 


Burglars, fire, or any other unwanted visitors 
would have a hard time getting at the vault in the 
new building of the Tama State Bank. Walls of the 
vault are re-inforced concrete 18 to 20 inches thick. 
The great vault door, 30 inches thick weighs 6 tons, 
made of special armour steel plate. An acetylene 
torch can be used to heat the door red hot but no 
damage will be done. Approximately 700 safety de- 
posit boxes can be rented by individual depositors. 
An electric bell has been installed in the vault so 
that anyone accidentally locked in can call for help 
by sounding the bell.” 

The friendly atmosphere of our Tama State Bank 
breeds respect and confidence far and wide. 


BEALE’S ELEVATOR 
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The first Beale Elevator in Tama was leased from 
the C.M.&St. Paul Railway in 1894, together with one 
at Potter, Ferguson and Haverhill, Iowa. The Tama 
elevator was located on the north side of the Milwau- 
kee tracks between McClellan and State Streets, 
now occupied by Olsen’s Machine Shop and the 
American Legion. It was run by a steam engine, and 
ear com was shipped in from western Iowa points, 
shelled, reloaded and shipped on to Chicago under 
what is known as Transit Privileges, or the through 
rate from original loading point to Chicago, with 
stop-over at Tama with no extra charge. 

In 1897 the Milwaukee elevator burned, and the 
present Northwestern elevator was leased by N. S. 
Beale, who ran it until his death. In 1911, R. L. Beale 
joined his father and later formed a partnership of 
N. S. Beale and Son, which was later incorporated 
as N. S. Beale and Son Co. The partnership bought 
what is now known as the South elevator, on the Mil- 
waukee spur, from the Farmers Elevator Co. 

N. S. Beale was active in many civic enterprises. 
He was one of the organizers and a director of the 


Commercial Savings Bank. He helped organize the 
Tama Commercial Club, and was Mayor of Tama. 
He assisted in the organization of the Western Grain 
Dealers Association, and the Westen Mutual Fire 
Insurance Co., which today is one of the largest State 
insurance companies. i 

After the death of his father, R. L. Beale managed 
the grain business until sixteen years ago, when he 
induced J. T. McNally, an experienced grain man 
with Wilder Grain Co. of Cedar Rapids, to take over 
the management of the firm. Later, the Toledo ele- 
vator was leased from the Central Iowa Grain Com- 
pany and managed by Mr. McNally. Several years 
ago, the Northwestern elevator was purchased from 
the railway company. Many improvements were 
made to speed up the handling of grain, and the 
building was coyered with steel siding. 

When the Government went into the grain busi- 
ness, two 100,000 bushel capacity bins and eight 
round bins of 3,300 bushel capacity each, were erect- 
ed on the site of the former Northwestern Round 
House to comply with the government program. In 
the grain business, more transactions are handled 
by phone and word of mouth, without written con- 
tracts other than memorandum, than in any other 
business. Did you ever hear of buying $95,000 worth 
of corn by phone? Beale’s elevator did that this sum- 
mer from our Uncle Sam. 

No grain business would last long if they did not 
fulfill their every agreement to the letter. Sixty-four 
years of continuous service to the farmers of this 
community, without question of our integrity or hon- 
or, is our greatest satisfaction. | 


THE TAMA MILL 
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Back in 1872 and 1873, contracts were let for the 
water power plant (later called the Tarna Hydraulic 
Company) needed to furnish power for industries al- 
ready established or soon to be located in Tama. 
Construction was completed in 1874 and on Novem- 
ber 13th of that year, water was first turned from 
the Iowa River into a race leading to the reservoir. 
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F. H. TODD E. E. HARLAN Deceased) 
Bee Hive Store at One Time Operated Cafe at One Time 


ee cach 


HARRY SORENSON FRED GOZA (Deceased) 
Manager of Diamond Brothers Grocery at One Time ; Clothing Store 


Vv ' Rie vi dn ‘ i. me ih Y 4 
be Y . So ae pi Aseiite ae aor tiict a Risa 9 
ra r.} 
woe dren 28 yi eo6T MA PEN 
ait ed ve 24d bbboted ‘weet om) w oneiat oe iy y 


ma ar ae 


g 


AUGUST MARCUCCI 
Tamo Candy Kitchen Owner 
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KARL KRAFT (Retired) 
Operated Kraft Clothing Store 


JERRY SHERWOOD (Deceased) 
Operated a Hatchery ot One Time 


F. A. JONES 
Former Tama Banker 
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JOHN McCURDY (Deceased) 
Former Tama Councilman 
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From the reservoir, water was taken through a 
wooden flume to a water wheel that was connected 
to an electric generator. Later when the mill was 
built, another flume from the reservoir was connect- 
ed to a water wheel that powered two iron tub beat- 
ers. 

In 1878, our mill was built and using old rags and 
straw as raw material, began production with a 36 
inch machine, 10 dryers, 1 cylinder, bleach tubs, 2 
beaters and 1 jordan. A few years later Mr. Ells- 
worth and Mr. Clapp took over the mill adding 10 
dryers, 1 cylinder, 2 water-powered iron tub beaters, 
2 rotaries and a steam boiler and engine that power- 
ed the paper machine. Using unbaled straw hauled 
to the plant by horse and wagon, a straw paper call- 
ed “Ham Wrapper” was manufactured. The mill, 
then employing 25 men, operated on a 24 hour basis 
with an 11 hour day shift and a 13 hour night shift. 

J. A. Batchelder then bought the mill from Ells- 
worth and Clapp, added an egg case filler machine. 
Filler board was then manufactured on the paper 
machine as was also straw paper. When Batchelder 
failed, Armour & Company took charge, manufactur- 
ing straw paper and fillers. In 1913, J. G. Cherry of 
Cedar Rapids bought the filler factory, then acquired 
the mill in 1915 and put our own H. T. Cherry in 
charge. In 1928, Cherry-Burrell Company was formed 
and operated the mill until 1931 when several mills 
similar to ours were merged to form Central Fibre 
Products Company. Central Fibre Products Company 
had operating mills in Vincennes, Indiana; Quincy, 
Illinois; Denver, Colorado; Hutchinson, Kansas; Ta- 
ma, Iowa; and sales offices in many of the major 
U. S. cities. 

Central Fibre Products Company made many im- 
provements in the mills and operated under this or- 
ganization until 1959. Central Fibre Products Com- 
pany merged with The American Box Board Com- 
pany of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and the Ohio Box- 
board Company of Rittman, Ohio. This merger re- 
sulted in the formation of the company known as 
Packaging Corporation of America which ranks in 
size with the top companies in the industry. 

Since its inception, all phases of the Tara opera- 
tion have been constantly expanded and improved 
to meet both industrial technological advances and 
increased business demands. The years have seen 
the introduction of new concepts in power generating 
equipment to run new production machinery, and the 
manufacturing methods and processes have likewise 
improved. 

In 1920, mill production averaged 30 tons of paper- 


board in 24 hours. Today, we average 100 tons in the’ 


same period. In meeting present production needs, 
the mill employs a total of 150 men and women and 
operates around the clock using 3 eight hour shifts. 
Instead of using water from the lake, the mill has 


two deep wells of approximately 1875 foot depth that 
provide the water. In normal operation the mill uses 
1% to 2 million gallons a day. Ninety tons of coal are 
burned in 24 hours to convert 110 tons of raw mater- 
ials (reclaimed waste corrugated, Kraft and newspa- 


- per) into 100 tons of finished fibre board that is man- 
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ufactured to our customer's specifications. As deter- 
mined by Mill Standards, our present 8 cylinder, 96 
inch paper machine can trim an 86 inch sheet, and 
demands for thicker board than our machine can run 
is met by laminating the board to the desired thick- 
ness. The board can also be lined with special de- 
sign lining paper to suit the customer requirements. 
Our filler factory daily turns out thousands of egg 
case fillers. 

The Tama Mill enjoys excellent shipping facilities: 
A switching spur to our warehouse doors is used 
daily by two transcontinental railroads and contract 
carriers operate large semi-trailers and_ straight 
truck jobs. Shipments of our products are made daily 
to customers located in the upper Midwest and at 
times to customers located as far away as the east 
and west coasts. 


IRISH EGG & POULTRY COMPANY 


Fred Irish and Carl Irish in 1924 joined as part- 
ners with R. G. McFarland and J. H. Neil who was 
founder of the J. H. Neil Creamery Company. 

In May, 1950, Fred Irish and Carl Irish purchased 
the interest of R. G. McFarland and John Neil mak- 
ing them sole owners of the firm. The firm continued 
to operate under the name of J. H. Neil Creamery Co. 


Fred Irish managed the firm until his death in Jan- 
uary, 1952, at which tirne, Kenneth Irish, his son, be- 
came manager. 

Kenneth Irish purchased the interest of the heirs 
of the Fred Irish Estate effective January, 1, 1960, 
making Kenneth Irish and Carl Irish sole owners. 
Also, at the same time the name of the firm was 
changed to Irish Egg and Poultry Co., Inc. 

The Irish Egg and Poultry Co. processes and ships 
several cars of fresh eggs each week, to the major 
egg buyers of the nation which are primarily the 
grocery chain store super markets, the U.S. Army 
and the Export Fresh Egg orders. 

The Company also, is a wholesaler and distributor 
of fresh and frozen ready-to-cook poultry of all kinds 
to the grocery stores and the grocery super markets 
that are located in the central and north eastern 
Iowa. 


HARRISON FURNITURE AND 
FUNERAL HOME 


Carl B. Harrison came to Tama from Waterloo, 
Iowa, in 1905 where he had been employed in the 
funeral business for several years. 

In Tama he was employed by Pete Schrock, who 
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ROBERT C. HARRISON 


was in the furniture business here. Mr. Schrock 
opened a funeral parlor in addition to his furniture 
store and Carl Harrison was put in charge of this 
new business. 

After two years Mr. Harrison opened his own fur- 
niture store and funeral parlor in the I.0.0.F. build- 
ing. After several years he purchased the building 
which is now and has been the location of Harrisons 
Furniture for over forty years. 

In 1907 Carl Harrison married Nina R. Barkman 
and they had two children, Robert C. Harrison of 
Tama, and Lillian Harrison Hinegardner of Mitchel- 
ville, Iowa. There are four grandchildren. 

In 1928 Mr. Harrison purchased the Frank Penrose 
home at 511 McClellan Street and remodeled it, mak- 
ing it into a funeral home. The Harrison Funeral 
Home was the first funeral home in Tama County. 
He also had the first motor-driven funeral coach and 
was the first to use a cemetery tent over the grave 
at burials in this county. 

Carl B. Harrison and Frank Penrose built and sold 
cemetery tents which were unique in that they did 
not require any center pole. 

In 1932 Mr. Harrison sold one-half interest in his 
furniture store and funeral home to his son, Robert 
C. Harrison. They continued in partnership until Carl 
passed away in 1953. 

Robert C. Harrison and Ruth Wild of Toledo, Iowa, 
were married in 1934 and have two sons. Robert W. 
Harrison is married to Joyce Urhammer and is en- 
rolled in the School of Mortuary Science in Cincinna- 
ti, Ohio, and plans after graduation to return to Ta- 
ma and join his father in the business. This will make 
three’ generations of the Harrison family in the Har- 
rison Furniture and Funeral Home here. Their 
younger son, John Carl, is a sophomore at Tama 
High School. 


MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR MASON 


Arthur Mason was born in Otter Creek Twp., Tama 
Co., Iowa, Oct. 17, 1898. 
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ARTHUR MASON 


He graduated from Tama High School in 1917. He 
received his Diploma from the Hohenschuh-Carpen- 
ter Coilege of Embalming at Des Moines, Ia., in Ju- 
ly, 1920. After passing his State examinations, re- 
ceived his license to practice. 

Arthur started his own Funeral Parlor on the sec- 
ond floor of the Dolash Building in the late summer 
of 1920. He bought the Cordes Furniture Store in Jan- 
uary 1921, and combined the two businesses. He pur- 
chased the large house at 209 East 7th Street from 
the E. G. Penrose estate, the summer of 1938. Mr. 
Penrose had been in the Hardware business in Tama 
and was a State Senator. This home was remodeled 
and has been operated as Masons Funeral Home 
since October, 1938. 

January 1, 1948, the Furniture Store was sold to 
the Tama Furniture Company and is now owned and 
operated by Al Brown. Mr. Mason continued operat- 
ing just the Funeral Home and Ambulance Service. 

Mr. Mason was President of the State Funeral Di- 
rectors and Embalmers Association from 1944 to 
1945, 

Arthur and Helen C. Moran were married Aug. 19, 
1919. Their children are Charles and Dale of Tama 
and Edith of California. 3 


KING TOWER ON HIGHWAY NO. 3 


In the middle thirties, the Lincoln Highway or 
Highway No. 30, was carrying a certain amount of 
through truck traffic. Tama being located about half 
way between Chicago and Omaha, seemed to offer 
possibilities for a complete one stop service for tour- 
ists and trucks. 

Thus, in 1936, in a corn field just east of Tama on 
Highway No. 30, a garage, filling station, motel and 
restaurant buildings were erected by Wesley Mans- 
field, and was called King Tower. A large tower on 
top of the original filling station, with a flashing sign, 
was visible for some distance up and down the high- 
way. 
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The King Tower opened for business on Saturday, 
October 30, 1937, as a one stop service on a 24-hour 
basis; and from that date, until the present time, 
the filling station, garage and motel have given con- 
tinuous service to the public. 

The King Tower Cafe was one of the first complete 
restaurants on the highway through the State of Io- 
wa, and became very well known, and was a land 
mark to the traveler. The cafe built on an additional 
dining room in 1938, and people came from far and 
near for fancy parties and wedding dinners. 

The Cafe, however, closed in 1945, due to food ra- 
tioning as World War II was on. The cafe was re- 
opened after the war by Harold Davis, who con- 
tinued to operate it until 1948. The Mansfields have 
continued to operate it ever since on a 24-hour basis. 
The King Tower Cafe is the only original cafe on this 
highway that opened in the middle thirties, that is 
still in operation, and, by the original founders. And 
King Tower is still a landmark in the minds of the 
highway travelers. 


THE BLYTHE FAMILY 


Robert Blythe (Feb. 2, 1827-Oct. 22, 1912) was born 
in London, England. He came to the United States 
about 1862. 

He married Mary Agnes Foley (Apr. 24, 1841-Nov. 
8, 1899) in 1864. She was born in New York City, but 
as a child moved to Wisconsin. During the Civil War 
she did nursing in Hospitals in St. Louis, Gettysburg 
and Chattanooga. 

They were parents of three children, two of which 
were born in a railroad builders camp at Baraboo, 
Wisconsin. They moved to Tama in 1869. 

Their children were: Charles George (Aug. 9, 1865- 
July 17, 1938), Thomas Wesley (about 1880-Sept. 13, 
1935) and Mary Rosanna (May 11, 1868-Mar. 15, 
i913), | 

Charles married Mariette Child (June 1867-June 18, 
1934) of Toledo township, Tama County on Sept. 24, 


1889. She was the daughter of Joseph and Sarah 
Smith Child. They were the parents of two children: 
Robert Joseph (Sept. 16, 1890-Aug. 2, 1957) and Ethel 
(May 16, 1907). 

Thomas married Leta Ione Farthing of southern 


Illinois and they were the parents of one son, John, 


now of Farina, Ill. Rosanna married Wesley Pock- 
lington of Tama and they were the parents of two 
sons; Charles of Tama and Frank of Chicago. 


Around 1895 Mary Foley Blythe operated what is 
now known as the Central Hotel in Tama. It was 
primarily a Hotel for railroad men. 


Charles and Thomas organized the Blythe Bros. 
firm of railroad building contractors about 1900. This 
partnership graded the Fair Grounds for the World’s 
Fair, known as the Columbian Exposition, in Chicago 
in 1893. They graded what is now Humboldt Park in 
Chicago and also worked on the drainage canal. Built 
roadbeds for the Baltimore & Ohio and Pennsylvania 
railroads in Indiana and for Illinois Central in Illin- 
ois. 

Up until 1904, this work of railroad building was 
in the middle west. From 1904 to 1908 they helped 
build roadbed for Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul 
railroad extension through North and South Dakota. 
In 1911 they built roadbed for suburban line of the 
Illinois Central in south Chicago. They built Milwau- 
kee double track through Tama in 1912. In 1919 they 
built a spur line to Toledo from Tama for the street 
car connecting the two towns. About 1925 Tom moved 
to southern Illinois. 


In 1925, Charles and his son Robert, established 
the firm of C. G. Blythe & Son, Contractors. They 
contracted the job of submerging Lake Street in 
Elmhurst, [linois. This job was followed by work for 
the Northwesterm railroad and grading roads in var- 
ious Iowa counties. 

Headquarters for Blythe Bros. and C. G. Blythe & 
Son were always Tama. Until 1928 this work was all 
done with mules. They used around 100 head of 
mules, some to pull large elevating graders and the 
rest, three to a dump wagon. 

The dirt was hauled in the dump wagons to make 
railroad beds or roads for cars. Every spring the 
mules were put in a pasture, now the location of the 
Clifton Super Market and Dr. Hoffers Dental Clinic, 
to be sheared and ready for the summer work. 

Blythes did the original grading on many Tama 
County roads. Although caterpillar tractors took 
over the hauling of heavy equipment, the mules still 
did their jobs of hauling the dirt until the end of the 
firm in 1939. 

R. J. Biythe married Ruby Wise (July 30, 1891), 
daughter of Thomas J. and Flora Surface Wise of 
Toledo, March, 20, 1917, in Marshalltown, Iowa. They 
were the parents of two children born in Tama. 


Robert Charles (May 30, 1920) and Norma Jeanne 
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(Aug. 6, 1923), After 1939 he was in the Garage busi- 
ness selling Plymouth-Chrysler cars. He also was in 
partnership in a tavern on West Main Street. From 
1929-1939 the family lived in the old Carmichael resi- 
dence on Siegel at 10th Street. The house burned in 
1939. In 1947 they returned to the same location and 
built a new house. 


Robert C. graduated from Tama High School in 
1937, Grinnell College, Grinnell, Iowa, in 1941. He got 
his Certified Public Accountant certificate from II- 
linois in May 1951. He established a C.P.A. office in 
Tama in 1951. 


Norma Jeanne graduated from Tama High School 
in 1941 and from Michael Reese School of Nursing 
in Chicago in 1944. In March, 1945, she enlisted in the 
Army Nurse Corps. She served in England and Ger- 
many and was discharged in 1946. 

She married Robert Francis Jacobsen, Jr., (Aug. 
15, 1924) son of Robert and Amanda Reimers Jacob- 
sen then of Gilman, Iowa, now of Tama, on Nov. 27, 
1948. They farmed in Columbia township 1948 to 1960. 
They are the parents of three daughters: Roberta 
Jean and Rebecca Jane, twins, born Sept. 5, 1951, 
and Victoria Ann born Aug. 23, 1954. At present they 
live in the old Soleman house in Tama. 


RUBY WISE BLYTHE 


The maternal grandparents were John L. Surface, 
born in Pennsylvania in the early 1800 and Amelia 
Tosh Surface born in Ohio, Feb. 18, 1820, They were 
the parents of five sons and four daughters. The 
youngest daughter was Flora Olive (Aug. 23, 1862- 
Sept. 30, 1952). They moved to Tama County, Iowa, 
by covered wagon in 1866. They crossed the Missis- 
sippi River on a flatboat. They settled in Carroll 
township, later retiring to Toledo. Farming was their 
only occupation. 

The paternal grandparents were Asa Wise and 
Mary McClintock Wise, both born in the early 1800. 
They were the parents of two sons and four daugh- 
ters. The oldest son was Thomas Jefferson. They 
came to Tama County, Iowa, and settled in Carroll 
township about 1855, later retiring te Toledo about 
1890. 

Flora Olive Surface and Thomas Jefferson Wise 
were married Feb. 18, 1882. They were the parents 
of two sons, Arthur and Russell, and one daughter, 
Ruby, July 30, 1891, in Toledo, Iowa. As a young 
lady, Ruby worked for Lichty, Ross, and McRoberts 
in their dry-goods store in Toledo for several years. 


THE McROBERTS 


When H. L. McRoberts came to Tama in 1902 as a 
partner of R. B. Lichty and H. G. Ross in the general 
store which was purchased from Bert and Maude 
(Brice) Ciutier, he started a business career that 
was to last for 48 years, taking an active part in civic 
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LICHTY AND McROBERTS STORE 


and community affairs, sharing the work of building 
up Tama in the good roads movement which includ- 
ed bringing Highway No. 30 through Tama. 

This busiriess which became dry goods and ready 
to wear was originally a general store and was start- 
ed in 1875 by James Brice and son Will, in the build- 
ing now occupied by Blazek’s Tavern. 

In 1885, Will Brice moved into the new building 
which presently is the Ben Franklin Store owned by 
Clyde Stone. The “General Store” sold such items 
as groceries, shoes, clothing, dry goods, wall-paper, 
carpet and linoleum. 

In 1895 Antoinette (Tena) Slaboch was employed 
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by Will Brice and because of her ability to speak the 
Czech language was very often sought as an inter- 
preter during business dealings in Tama. 

The Brice business was taken over by Will's sister, 
Maude (Brice) Clutier, and her husband Bert, in 
1896. By now Will Brice had built the railroad be- 
tween Belle Plaine and Blue Earth, Minnesota, own- 
ed the right-of-way and named the town of Clutier 
after his brother-in-law. He sold his railroad to the 
Chicago and Northwestern Railway Company. 

In 1910, H. L. McRoberts and R. B. Lichty bought 
the interest of H. G. Ross in Tama and also the To- 
ledo business (Zichty and Ross) and both stores were 
known as Lichty and McRoberts .. . Dry Goods and 
Ready to Wear. 

In 1934 McRoberts bought Lichty’s interest, closed 
the Toledo store and continued to operate McRoberts 
store until March 1950, when he retired at the age of 
74, Among his clerks were sisters-in-law Mary and 
Anna Slaboch, Mrs. Frank Slaboch and his sister, 
Mrs. Lulu Kirk. 

For many years Ethel Wise was the milliner at Mc- 
Roberts store assisted by Clare Forney. Pattern hats 
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were styled to fit the individual, the customer choos- 
ing the type of material or straw (by the yard) and 
the flower or feather trim which was designed over 
a hat frame of buckram and wire. 


Harry Loeffler McRoberts was born in Toledo, Io- 


_wa, in 1875, one of nine children of Edward and Helen 


Martha Willey McRoberts. His grandfather, Peter 
McRoberts came to Toledo in 1853 from Kentucky, 
built a log house and laid out two additions to the 
eastern section of Toledo. The parents of Helen Mar- 
tha Willey came to Toledo in 1854 from Ohio. 


When Harry was three, his father went to South 
Dakota to take advantage of the opening of Dakota 
lands. He died of small pox and was buried at Woon- 
socket, South Dakota. Two brothers, Peter and Phil, 
were in the Spanish American War. Phil took a Com- 
pany to the Philippines and Peter took a Company 
from Toledo to Cuba. Earnest left for Nebraska. Stella 
and Clerentine Ball to Chicago, Dora (McBroom) a 
teacher in Minnesota, Elma (Kent) lived in the Ha- 
ven Comraunity and Lucinda was the wife of Lloyd 
Kirk, Tama barber and parents of Harold and Cecil 
Kirk. 


In 1911 Harry and Antoinette (Tena) Slaboch were 
married. Two sons, Harry Francis (1912) and Rich- 
ard Carl (1916), were born in the big brown house at 
610 McClellan Street which is still occupied by the 
McRoberts’ who celebrated their 50th Wedding An- 
niversary July 1961. 


Richard C. McRoberts graduated from Tama High 
School and Iowa State College at Ames in Engineer- 
ing. He married Barbara Churchill of Ames, also an 
Iowa State graduate. “Dick” was an Air Force En- 
gineering officer in World War II. He served from 
1942-45 and was discharged with a captains rank. 
Since then they have lived in Rockford, Illinois. Their 
children are Carol (Mrs. Carl Rundberg), Jerry and 
Cindy. 

Harry F. McRoberts graduated from Tama High 
School and attended S.U.I. at Iowa City. In 1940, he 
married Elma Novak of Chelsea, a registered nurse. 
They purchased the Chas. Wonser home in 1942 and 
during World War II when Harry served in the U.S. 
Army for three years, Elma lived in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, with their small daughter Janet. She returned 
to her profession at Mercy Hospital until 1946 when 
they returned to Tama to live at 901 Harding Street. 

Harry has been employed in the office of Central 
Fibre, now Packaging Corporation of America, for 
27 years. 

The children of Harry and Elma are: Janet Kath- 
ryn born in 1942, a Research Technician at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Anatomy Department, at Minn- 
eapolis; William Harry born in 1950, attends 6tl. 
grade at St. Patricks, and Comelia Jane born in 
1956, attends Kindergarten. 
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MR. AND MRS. FRANK SLABOCH, SR. 


SLABOCH’S HARDWARE 


Among the early pioneer families in Tama, were 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Slaboch, Sr. Frank Slaboch was 
born in Outechovic, Czechoslovakia, in 1857, complet- 
ed his schooling at the age of twelve and learned his 
father’s trade of weaving. He was married to Ter- 
esie Bezemek of the same locality in 1879. In 1881 
the Slabochs, with their baby daughter Antoinette 
(Mrs. H. L. McRoberts), migrated to the United 
States. Before leaving for his new home in a distant 
country, Frank could not refuse a lady who begged 
him to weave eighteen yards of half wool and half 
cotton check cloth. By giving up the usual farewell 
parties, he finished it shortly before leaving Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Two days after their arrival in Tama, Frank ob- 
tained work with the Northwestern Railroad as a sec- 
tion hand for the wages of $1.25 a day. At night he 
studied and mastered the English language. Next he 
studied mechanics and because of his keen mind, ed- 
ucated himself to qualify as a machinist in the Tama 
round house and held this position for 44 years until 
he was pensioned. 

In 1894 Mr. Slaboch helped organize the C.S.P.S. 
Lodge, a Bohemian order, and was a lifetime mem- 
ber. 

As an American citizen he took pride in civic 
movements and especially his home. He gave credit 
to his wife who helped him save, and rear the fam- 
ily in the comfortable home they acquired at 102 Mc- 
Clellan Street, which is still the home of Mary and 
Anna. 

The Slabochs observed their Golden Wedding An- 
niversary in 1929. Mrs. Slaboch died in 1930 and Mr. 
Slaboch in 1946. 

In addition to Antoinette, six children were born. 
Charles died in infancy, Frank, Jr. and John, both 
now deceased, were partners in Slaboch’s Hardware 
from 1914 for a number of years. Mary was a sales- 
lady at McRoberts store. Agnes, who died in October 
1961, was at one time bookkeeper and assistant cash- 


ier at the Commercial Savings Bank. Later was 
bookkeeper at the Tama County Treasurers Office 
and served for a time as Deputy County Treasurer. 

Anna, a Dramatic Soprano, possesses a Bachelor 
of Music Degree, majoring in voice, from the Chi- 
cago Musical College. She has enjoyed a wide exper- 
ience as a singer and vocal teacher. 

Antoinette, attended St. Mary’s Academy until the 
age of fifteen, when she took employment at Brice’s 
General Store. Frank, Jr., John, Mary, Agnes and 
Anna were graduates of St. Mary’s Academy. 


TH in SOLEMAN FAMILY 


VACATION AT EXCELSIOR SPRINGS 


Mrs. Henry Soleman, Mr. Soleman, Mrs. Arthur Brooks, Mr. 
Brooks, Fred Brooks. 
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SOLEMAN DRUG STORE—NEAR 1900 
Note gas lights, glass-stoppered shelf bottles, cuspidors, 
boxes of cigars in showcase, patterned steel ceiling. Henry 
(Hank) Soleman, founder and owner, in cut-away coat; his son, 
Fred, opposite, in rear of store. Later, Solemian & Platt, then 
Platt & Rosheim, and now Rosheim Rexall. 


Garrett Soleman, one of the early settlers of Tama, 
was born in Wittenburg, Germany, August 20, 1820. 
At the age of thirteen he came to America with his 
older sister, Maria Elizabeth. and her husband, Hen- 
ry Seabert. They settled in the Black Swamp area of 
Sandusky County, Ohio, in the vicinity of Toledo. 
Garrett helped his brother-in-law on the farm, and 
also leamed to build wagons, until he was old enough 
to have a farm of his own. 
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In 1841 he married Angeline Mauntler (better 
known as Maria), who was bom in Osnabruck, Ger- 
many, in 1823. She was the daughter of John and 
Maria Mauntler,; who brought their family to Ameri- 
ca in 1834 to live in a land of freedom. When Napo- 
leon had marched through Osnabruck in 1807, eight- 
een-year-old John Mauntler was conscripted and 
forced to serve as a member of Napoleon’s personal 
body guard throughout the entire Austrian cam- 
paign. As a result he hated war and had little regard 
for his imperious commander. After he married and 
had sons, he decided to leave his homeland before 
his boys reached military age. He, too, went to the 
Black Swamp, which later became the town of Wood- 
ville, Ohio. 

Garrett Soleman came to Tama County in 1855 and 
bought land in Otter Creek Township. He built a log 
cabin in the fall of that year, but moved to Iowa City 
the following spring. For the next two years he was 
engaged in the business of hauling freight. When the 
Capital of the young State of Iowa was moved from 
there to Des Moines in 1857, Garrett Soleman’s two 
teams and wagons transported most of the official 
records, papers books and furniture. One of the 
teams was driven by his young son, Henry. 

Leaving Iowa City in 1858 the family lived near 
Toledo, then went to Iuka, later called Tama, in 
1862. There Garrett Soleman built in that year the 
home at 306 West Sixth Street, which remained in 
the family until 1949. 

Angeline Mauntler Soleman was a charter member 
of Tama’s Lutheran Church, now the Methodist Epis- 
copal. She died in 1887 and Garrett in 1896. There 
were five children: Henry, Charles, Louise, who died 
in infancy, John and Ella. Charles married and had 
one daughter, Nellie, who left no descendants. Both 
Ella Soleman and her brother, John, died unmarried. 

Henry Soleman was born in Woodville, Ohio, No- 
vember 7, 1842, and was still a boy when his parents 
came to Tama County. After working with his father 
for some years he went into business with J. L. Stew- 
ard, and subsequently for himself. He established the 
first dry goods store in Tama. He also conducted a 
livery stable and hamess shop, for he bought and 
sold horses, bringing them in from the west and sell- 
ing them in eastern markets. He built a hotel and 
founded the drug store, which continued from 1867 to 
1950 under the name of Soleman. His building known 
as the Soleman Opera House attracted many plays 
and vaudeville acts in the days when very few small 
towns had such entertainment. Numerous perform- 
ers, who were later to become well known, played 
there in the early years of their careers. 

Mr. Soleman was vice president of the Commercial 
Savings Bank of Tama, and a member of the Library 
Board. He was a Shriner and Knight Templar in the 
Masonic organization. 
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Henry Soleman married Caroline Susan Arm- 
strong, daughter of Thomas King Armstrong and 
Malinda Craig. She was born May 9, 1842, in Colum- 
biana County, Ohio, but came to Iowa with her par- 
ents in 1856, first to Lisbon, then to Toledo. Through 
her two grandmothers, Rachel King Armstrong and 
Elizabeth Davis Craig, her family history traces 
back to Robert Bruce, King Alfred and Charlemagne. 
Some of her ancestors came to America in 1635: sev- 
en of them served with the colonies in the Revolu- 
tionary War. Caroline Armstrong taught in a country 
school during the Civil War, when she was barely 
older than some of her pupils. During her long life 
in Tama she was active in the community, along 
with her husband, a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, was instrumental in organizing the Tama 
Women’s Club, the Oak Hill Cemetery Association, 
and was a charter member of the Tama chapter of 
the order of Eastern Star. 


Henry Soleman died August 12, 1921, and his wife 
Jan. 24, 1931. Their two children were Alta Malinda 
and Fred Armstrong. Alta was an accomplished pi- 
anist, a graduate of the Chicago Conservatory of Mu- 
sic. She married Frank Owen Redman and had two 
children, Mark Henry and Carolyn. Both she and her 
husband died in 1927. Their son, Mark Redman, left 
school at Iowa State to enlist in the U.S. Air Corps 
in 1917 and continued in that service after World 
War I. He was killed in an airplane crash in 1929 and 
was buried in Arlington National Cemetery. He and 
his wife, Lois Wilkins of Lawton, Oklahoma, had 
two children, Frank Owen Redman, II, and (Patr- 
cia) Jane. The former, married to Peggy Wyatt, is a 
Colonel in the U.S. Air Corps and the father of three 
daughters, Robin, Vivian, and Shawn. Jane Redman 
is the wife of a former Air Force major, Joseph Mad- 
ison Kilgore of McAllen, Texas, now U.S. Represent- 
ative from Texas in Congress. They have three sons. 
Mark, Dean, and William. 


Fred Armstrong Soleman, son of Henry and Caro- 
line Armstrong Soleman, was born in Tama, August 
1, 1876. A shoulder broken in boyhood, prevented his 
entering the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 
although it had not harmed his pitching arm for the 
Tama High School baseball team. He was graduated 
from the State University of Iowa, where he was a 
member of Phi Delta Theta, and from Northwestern 
University, School of Pharmacy. While a student at 
§.U.I. during the Spanish American War, he was the 
ranking officer of the student regiment. When the 
regular Army commander was called to active duty 
in the Philippines, Fred Soleman was given a com- 
mission of major in the army of the United States 
and placed in command of the student regiment. Tl.is 
was something so unusual, never happening betore 
or since, that it has been recorded in the annals of 
Iowa. 
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Fred Soleman married Ida Elizabeth Kriechbaum, 
daughter of Charles Kriechbaum and Maria Voigt of 
Burlington, Iowa. She was graduated from the State 
University of Iowa, summa cum laude, where she 
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and was a member 
of Kappa Kappa Gamma. Mrs. Soleman was active 


in bringing the Parent Teachers Association to Tama 


Schools, in organizing a Red Cross Chapter during 
the First World War, a member of the Philharmonic 
Society, the Little Theatre group, of Chapter DF of 
P.E.O. 


Going into partnership with his father in the drug 
store, Fred Soleman later became sole owner, then 
took H. L. Platt into partnership. For 38 years he 
served on the board of the Tama Public Library, 12 
years as Secretary, and 18 as President. He was a 
member of the school board, also serving as Presi- 
dent, a director of the Commercial Bank, member of 
the Commercial Club and one of the organizers of 
the country club. During World War I he was a U.S. 
Government Dollar-a-Year man, drilling recruits and 
draftees before they were sent to camp for training. 
Always interested in the Mesquakie Indians, he was 
one of the best friends they ever had among men of 
his generation. He was proud to number Jim Powe- 
shiek, the Young Bears, Charlie Davenport, Peter 
Morgan and many others among his friends and en- 
joyed having them in his home. His church affilia- 
tion was Presbyterian. 

Ida K. Soleman died Sept. 17, 1940. Six years later 
Mr. Soleman married Miss May B. Coldren of Iowa 
City and Woodstock, New York, a former college 
classmate. He died July 28, 1948. \’_y Coldren Sole- 
man returned to Iowa City and lived there until her 
death in 1960. 

Two daughters were bom to Fred and Ida K. Sole- 
man, Catherine Voigt and Betty Armstrong. Cath- 
erine attended National Park Seminary in Forest 
Glen, Maryland, was graduated from the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa and the school of Library Science of 
Western Reserve University, after which she was li- 
brarian of a Junior high school in Cleveland, Ohio. 
She is the wife of Robert E. Chandler of Cleveland, 
and they are residents of Downers Grove, Illinois, 
and they have two children, Susan Armstrong, a sen- 
ior at the State University of Iowa and Alan Robert. 

Betty Armstrong Soleman was graduated from the 
State University of Iowa, summa cum laude, was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa, Mortar Board, and sev- 
eral other honorary organizations, was Honorary Ca- 
det Colonel of the R.O.T.C. Regiment, as well as Del- 
ta Gamma and P.E.O. She is married to Bailey C. 
Webber, a college classmate, an Attomey of Ottum- 
wa, Iowa. They have two sons and a daughter: Rich- 
ard Armstrong Webber, a graduate of the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa and presently a lieutenant in the 32nd 
Wisconsin National Guard, married to Judith Fulton; 


David Armstrong, a student at Princeton University, 
and Elizabeth Ann. There are no living male des- 
-cendants bearing the name of Soleman.. 


HAROLD LEWIS (HARRY) PLATT 
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HARRY L. PLATT 


Harold Lewis (Harry) Platt served the people of 
Tama in the Rexall Drug Store as pharmacist and 
friend for the forty years between 1919 and 1959. He 
returned from U.S. Army Service of World War I to 
enter the employ of F. A. Soleman in 1919 to remain 
as pharmacist and co-owner until his retirement at 
the age of 71, when he sold his interest in the busi- 
ness and the building to Edward Rosheim. 

Harold L. Platt was born Oct. 1, 1888, at Cottage 
Hill, Dubuque County, Iowa, the youngest of ten chil- 
dren. Early in life he developed a taste in athletics 
and after his graduation at the Epworth Seminary, 
he played semi-professional baseball for three years. 
He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1917 and served in 
France as first sergeant of his company. 

In June, 1923, he married Miss Helen McVay, an 
instructor of music and art in the Tama Public 
Schools. Two years later, their son, Charles William 
was born. 

Mrs. Platt, born Helen McVay, at New Sharon, Io- 
wa, was a graduate of Grinnell College School of Mu- 
sic. A member of the Methodist Church since child- 
hood, she served in the Tama Methodist Church as 
pianist, Sunday School teacher. For many years su- 
perintendent of the primary department, sang in the 
choir and later served on the official church board. 

After marriage, Mrs. Platt gave private lessons in 
piano. Always interested in young people and music, 
she helped organize and was the first President of 
the Tama Band Boosters when their first band uni- 
forms were purchased. Mrs. Platt held offices in Ta- 
ma PTA, Garden Club, Octagon Club, Philharmonic 
Society, Chapter of EW of PEO, and past President 
and member of the Tama Public Library for 17 
years. H. L. Platt is a member of the Tama Meth- 
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odist Church, Iowa Pharmacist Society, Veterans of 
World War I, served as Legion Adjutant of Tama 
Post, former member of Masonic Lodge, Shriner, Ta- 
ma Chamber of Commerce, past President of Tama, 
Toledo Golf Club, serving at the time the present 
club house was built, and was a member of the Tama 
School Board 12 years, and during the planning and 
1939 construction of the Tama Monolithic H. S. Build- 
ing at 9th and Siegel. 


Since retirement, the Platts enjoy trailer travel 
and spend most of their winters in southern climates. 

Charles William (Bill) Platt was born in 1925, at 
Tama, Iowa. Early education in Tama _ Public 
Schools. Active in music, drama, and public speak- 
ing. His class, 1943, was the first class to graduate 
from the new High School. He enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force in 1944, later returned to graduate B.A. at 
the State University of Iowa. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Platt, the former Miriam L. 
Turrentine of Lubbock, Texas, have four children. 
They live in Wichita, Kansas. 

Bill is ernployed as newscaster by KAKE Televi- 
sion and Radio, Inc., of Wichita. 


MR. AND MRS. EDWARD ROSHEIM 


Edward and Bette Rosheim came to Tama in June 
of 1950. Both are graduates of Roland High School in 
Roland, Iowa. Edward is a graduate of the College 
of Pharmacy, State University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
class of 1950. He is a World War II Veteran, serving 
as a scout with the rifle company, Seventh Infantry 
Divison, in the South Pacific Theatre of Operations. 

Bette Rosheim is a graduate of Iowa State Teach- 
ers College, Cedar Falls, Iowa, majoring in Home 
Economics. Bette taught Home Economics for five 
years, 

They have two sons, John Edward bor January 
16th, 1958, and Mark Elling born February 28th, 1960. 

They live at 1009 Siegel, Tama. 


SPAHN AND ROSE LUMBER COMPANY 


The Spahn and Rose Lumber Company of Du- 
buque, Iowa, bought out the Central Lumber and 
Fuel Company in July, 1927. The yard was then lo- 
cated at south McClellan and Ist Street. The yard 
was managed by Clarence E. Sackett. In the spring 
of 1953, the lumber yard was moved uptown between 
State and McClellan Street next to the Northwestern 
Railroad tracks. In the spring of 1956, Spahn and 
Rose bought the T & T ready-mix plant and contin- 
ued to operate it. In the fall of 1956, Spahn and Rose 
bought the Chapman Lumber Company on State 
Street. In the fall of 1956, Louis H. Gaddie replaced 
Mr. Sackett as manager and continued until July, 
1958, when he was transferred to Hopkinton, Iowa. 


Chet Chrisinger took over as manager at that time - 


and continues in that capacity. 
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MR. AND MRS. HAROLD JOHN DAVIS 


Harold John Davis was born in Tipton, Iowa, the 
son of Clinton Homer and Flora Hess Davis. The 
family moved to Clarence, Iowa, and later to Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. 

Mae West Davis was born on a ranch near Lakin, 
Kansas, about 50 miles from Garden City, Kansas, 
the daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth Orth West. 
The family moved to Thayer, Kansas, and in 1924 to 
Corydon, Iowa. Mae West taught two years at a Con- 
solidated School near Corydon, then married Harold 
J. Davis who was employed by Harry Grout and 
James L. Chiodini in the Economy Shoe Store at Ce- 
dar Rapids, Iowa. In 1932 they went to Anamosa to 
work at the Economy Shoe Store for James L. Chio- 
dini. 

In 1934 Mr. Davis was sent to Tama to open and 
manage Denny's Brownbilt Shoe Store. In 1935 Mr. 
Davis and Mr. Chiodini became partners in the Ta- 
ma store with Mr. Davis as manager. 

Harold J. Davis served in the navy in World War 
II in the Pacific Theatre. He is a member of Tama 
Methodist Church, past President of Tama Chamber 
of Commerce, and Tama Lions Club. He served on 
the Tama School Board six years, is on the Board of 
Directors of the Tama Mutual Loan and Savings As- 
sociation, also a member of Hiram of Tyre Masonic 
order, a member of Tama Chapter 424 Order of East- 
ern Star, the American Legion, and V.F.W. 

Mae Davis has always worked with her husband at 
Denny’s Shoe Store as bookkeeper and saleslady, be- 
ing one of the first women to work in shoe stores 
and during his absence in World War II, she took 
over her husbands duties. She is a member of Tama 
Methodist Church and has been a member of Tama 
Methodist Church Board over twenty years. She is a 
past Matron of Tama Chapter 424 Order of Eastern 
Star and a past President of Tama Band Boosters. 
She is a charter member of both Anamosa and Tama 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs and _ is 
Chairman of this Tama Centennial Book. She is a 
member of Diamond Link Rebekah Lodge, V.F.W. 
Auxiliary, Iowa Poetry Day Association and a life 
member of the Wayne County Historical Society. 

Harold and Mae Davis have two children, Dr. Dur- 
wood Dean Davis, a Veterinarian in Tama and Mrs. 
Ronald Otto (Betty Jean) Schmidt of Gladbrook, Io- 
wa, and three grandchildren, Deanna Lynn Schmidt, 
Harold Otto Schmidt and Bradley Dean Davis. 


MR. AND MRS. NATHAN E. CARNAL 


Nathan E. Carnal and Mary Carnal were the par- 
ents of six children. Three boys, Leroy, Kenneth, and 
Gerald, were drowned in Lake Cherry in 1907 at the 
ages of 10, 12 and 14. The surviving children are: Ed- 
win C, of Tama; Esther Wyers of Covina, California, 
and Faye Higgins of Imperial Beach, California. 
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E. C. CARVAL 


Nathan Camal started the first Democratic news- 
paper in Tama, 1895, and served as City Councilman 
for 22 years and County Supervisor for 15 years. 

Edwin C. Carnal was born April 21, 1889. As a 
young man he played for dances and also played 
professional baseball. He started working on Main 
Street in 1902 and started barbering in 1909 and has 
been doing barber work continuously since then. 


He was married to Grace Kentner in 1911 and to 
this union was born two sons, Richard and Don. 
Richard now lives in Cedar Falls, Iowa, and has 
three daughters, Mary Willa (Byers), Barbara 
(Clark) and Bobbett. 

Don lives at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and has one son, 
Richard, There ure also three great-grandsons and 
one great-granddaughter. 

After the death of Grace Carnal in 1952, Edwin C. 
married Grinnell Paxton in 1953. 

Mr. Edwin C, Carnal has been active in the politi- 
cal life of Tama for many years. He was first elected 
Councilman-at-large in 1927 and remained on the 
Council for six years. He was elected Mayor March 
28, 1935, and took office the following Monday. He 
has served as Mayor twenty-three years and started 
another two year term January 1, 1962. He has been 
on the executive board of Iowa League of Municipal- 
ities for eight years, served one year as Vice-Presi- 
dent and was elected President of the League in 1954. 

He has been a member of the Democratic Central 
Committee of Tama County for many years. 


ED KILCOIN 


Ed Kilcoin came to Tama in 1926 from Victor, 
Iowa. 

Mr. Kilcoin opened a dry cleaning plant and con- 
tinued in this business for a number of years. He 
was the first wholesaler in Tama County in the 
“Near Beer” business. 

At the death of Carl Brice he purchased the Brice 
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ED KILCOIN 


Grocery which was operated in connection with the 
ready to wear store. Later it was discontinued to 
give more room for clothing. 

Ed Kilcoin now represents the lowa Roofing Com- 
pany in this territory and is engaged in the roofing 
and siding business. 

Ellen Kilcoin is a native of Tama. She was born on 
McClellan Street and has lived on this street for the 
most part of her life. She attended the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa and then lived for some time in Charles 
City and Marshalltown. She started in business in 
Tama in 1931 and has been in the retail business on 
main street longer than any other merchant. 

The Kilcoins’ have a double building and carry wo- 
men’s and children’s clothing. They also have a 
beauty shop in the building. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kilcoin have two daughters and three 
grandchildren, all Tama residents. 


WILLIAM FRANKLIN SPOONER 
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William Franklin Spooner came to Des Moines, Io- 


wa, from Centerville, lowa, where he worked as the 
foreman of a Bakery in the basement of the Kirk- 
wood Hotel. 
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He married Georgianna Eakman. Earl Calvin 
Spooner was born in Des Moines, Iowa. During the 
depression of 1891 the Spooner family moved to Ta- 
ma and Mr. Spooner found employment as a baker 
for Steve Smith and then later for W. E. Fowler. 

Six children were born in Tama: Leon Edward, 
1892; Irene Marie, Glenn, Fred Leslie, 1899; Wilford 
Carl, 1902; Irma Katherine, 1904, and Amber Maxine 
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in 1912. Irene, Glenn and Irma are now deceased. 

In 1895 Mr. Spooner went in business for himself, 
later sold out and then bought Jim Brown's ice- 
cream parlor, in the Fred Guy building. He later op- 
erated a bakery, restaurant, and grocery store. He 


also was interested in Tama real estate and has 
owned several Tama homes and buildings. 

Leon Edward Spooner has been known for the 
homes he has built and his grocery stores in Tama, 
Toledo, and Traer, Iowa. He and Fred built a build- 
ing on Tama’s Main Street to house three businesses. 
He retired from business in 1942. 

Fred Leslie Spooner bought Leon’s Toledo grocery 
business, which he later sold. He now operates a to- 
bacco, and candy wholesale and retail business in 
the Main Street building he and Leon built. 

Wilford Carl Spooner began business in 1939, by 
buying Leon’s grocery store on 4th Street in Tama. 
He built a new home in Tama and since 1960 has 
been retired from business. 


MR. AND MRS. EARL SPOCNER 


Earl Spooner was born in Des Maines, Lowa, 
March 21, 1891. The family moved to Tama and Earl 
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worked in his father’s store until he was 25 years 
old. 

He was married to Frances Allen Sept. 16, 1916. 
Mr. Spooner worked as a switchman on the North- 
western railroad for two years and then went into 
business in 1918. Mr. Spooner has owned 54 farms, 
houses and properties. He got his start by buying a 
pony for $20.00 and selling it for $30.00. In the early 
days Mr. Spooner sold bread, eight loaves for twenty- 
five cents, five for fifteen cents, three for a dime and 
served dinners, all you could eat for twenty-five 
cents. He bought round steak at Hegardt’s Market 
6 pounds for .50 cents, three rings of bologna for .25 
cents and sliced liver was free. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Spooner have one son, jack 
Warren Spooner. 


MR. AND MRS. 
JACK WARREN SPOONER 


Jack Warren Spooner, son of Earl and Frances 
Spooner, was bom February 24, 1922, at the Florence 
Trimble residence, corner of 5th and State Streets. 
Tama, Iowa. He graduated from Tama High School 
in 1939 where he was active in dramatics and sports. 
He attended Castle Heights Military Academy at 
Lebanon, Tennessee, completing the two year 
course in Business Administration with top honors 
in 1941. He played tackle on the foot-ball team and 
was selected to play on the all Southeastern Confer- 
ence team. He was also on the debate team winning 
the state contest at Jackson, Tennessee. He attended 
the Merchant Marine Training Station at Sheepshead 
Bay, Brooklyn, New York, in 1942. He entered the 
Army Air Force in 1943 and served in the Barork- 
pore, India, theater of war. He was honorably dis- 
charged in 1946. 

He entered partnership with his father in the retail 
grocery business. Jack started the wholesale gro- 
cery and fruit business which now serves a 120 mile 
radius of Tama. At first the business was located at 
the now Chief Supermarket, then on the comer of 
3rd and State Streets and finally to the present loca- 
tion, 418-420 State St. He also handles farm equip- 
ment, chain saws, wire and steel products, twine and 
other items. 

In 1956 his father retired from the business. In Oct. 
23, 1943, he married Dorris Harrison of Vinton, Iowa. 
There are two children: Nancy Jane born August 26, 
1944, now a senior in Tama High School and James 
Allen born April 20, 1948, now in 8th grade in Tama. 

Jack Spooner has built three different homes in 
Tama. The last one at 1506 State Street is their pres- 
ent home. He is a member of the Methodist Church, 
Chamber of Commerce and American Legion. 


STELLA EATON FULTON 


Stella Easton with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Eaton, moved to Tama from the Haven Community 
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A. V. FULTON 


in February, 1907. In March she was employed by 
the McCarn Bros. at the Bee Hive. 

Samuel A. Fulton came to Tama in 1910 and bought 
the Bee Hive. Shortly thereafter his brother, A. V. 
Fulton, a salesman for the Iowa Soap Company, 
whose home was in Cambridge, Ohio, came and 
joined his brother as a partner in the Bee Hive build- 
ing. 

A. V. Fulton and Stella Eaton were married in Sep- 
tember, 1911. 

In 1912 the brothers sold the store and formed the 
Fulton Company, distributors of automotive supplies 
with office at Marshalltown, Iowa. In 1914 the com- 
pany was moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. A. V. Ful- 
ton remained in Tama, entering the Real Estate and 
Insurance business, continuing in that field until his 
death in 1955. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fulton were parents of six children, 
one dying in infancy. They are: Floyd E. and Harold 
C. of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, who are associated with 
the Fulton Company; Edna J. of Des Moines, on the 
executive staff of the Farm Bureau Life Insurance 
Company; Ruth L. Fulton Bares of Colfax, Iowa, 
and Lester V., owner of the Bee Hive. 

Lester Fulton, after graduating from Tama High 
School and Monmouth College, Monmouth, Illinois, 
was employed by Mr. F. H. Todd at the Bee Hive for 
several years and traveling in Ohio for three years 
for the Josten Company of Owatonna, Minnesota. In 
1947 he returned to Tama and bought the Bee Hive 
from Mr. Todd. In 1957 he developed the addition in 
the northeast part of Tama, known as the Fulton Ad- 
dition. 

ELMER, LEONARD AND ALBERT 
PRUSHA FAMILIES 


Prusha Motor dates back to 1922 when Albert Pru- 
sha operated a garage one-half block east of the 
poultry house. In 1940, new Willys Americans were 
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sold in the old Forrester Body and Fender Shop. 
Leonard, Albert, and Elmer started at the present 
location, 411 Siegel Street, with the construction of a 
new building in 1946 and now handle new Pontiacs 
and Buicks. 


—~ Albert served his country during World War I and 


Leonard and Elmer during World War II. 

All were born and raised in this community and 
think this is a wonderful town to live in. It has a 
colorful background, the only Indian Settlement in 
the State, railroads and good fishing. The wish all 
who live here continued success and happiness. 


FRED MOHRFELD 


FRED MOHRFELD 


Fred Mohrfeld was bom and raised in the city of 
Tama, Iowa. He graduated from the Tama High 
School in 1931. He was active in all fields of athletic 
sports while in school. 

Fred bought the Standard Service Station on High- 
way 30 the summer of 1932, and the year of 1937 he 
built cabins for tourists and a few years later includ- 
ed a motel with his business. He continued to own 
this business until the Highway 30 was re-routed be- 
tween Tama and Toledo and then purchased land 
and built a new modern station and motel on the new 
Highway 30, during the year of 1954. He continued his 
residence in the city of Tama. 

Mr. Mohrfeld married Evelyn Turbett, daughter of 
Clifford and Emma Turbett of Toledo, on May 31, 
1933. Two daughters were born to them, Sharon 
Lynne and Cherie Jeanne. In the year of 1961, the 
daughter Sharon who had married Robert J. Werner 
of Hamburg, New York, was living with her family 
in Northfield, Illinois, and the daughter, Cherie, was 
in her junior year of medical school at the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa. 

Mr. Mohrfeld is a past President of the Tama 
Lions Club and past Worshipful Master of the Tama 
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Hiram of Tyre Masonic Lodge. Mrs. Mohrfeld was 
Worthy Matron of the Tama Eastern Star during the 
year of 1960. She is a member of the Methodist 
Church. Fred Mohrfeld is the grandson of John Bard, 
who was the last surviving Civil War Veteran of Ta- 
ma County. Mr. Bard joined the armed forces at the 
age of seventeen and was with General Sherman on 
his famous march to the sea. After the war, Mr. 
Bard farmed south of Tama and then moved to Ta- 
ma where he made his home until he died. John 
Bard was married to Ellen Jane Horrigan and they 
had six children: a son, Virgil and five daughters, 
Mrs. Ned (Grace) Smith, Mrs. John (Mae) Kraft, 
Mrs. Fred (Frances) Mohrfeld, Mrs. Fred (Lulu) 
Graff and Miss Pansy Bard. 


MR. AND MRS. 
FORDIS GARLAND LAIRD 


Mr. and Mrs. Fordis Garland Laird came to Tama 
from Ottawa, Kansas, in 1914 with their sons Edgar 
Merle and William Claude. Mr. Laird was employed 
by the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad as a lo- 
comotive engineer until his retirement in 1952. Dur- 
ing their high school years, Claude worked at the 
Carl Brice Store and Merle at the Harry McRoberts 
Store. In 1925 both boys bought an interest in the 
Brice Store and it was known as the Brice-Laird 
Mercantile Company. In 1928 they sold their inter- 
ests back to Mr. Brice and moved to Cleveland, Ohio. 

Claude was married to Dora Bentley, a former Ta- 
ma school teacher. They have one son, Richard Stan- 
ley. In 1947, Merle and wife, Gertrude Meeker Laird, 
returned to Tama and opened the Laird’s Depart- 
ment Store. They have a daughter, Beverly Joan 
Lynch, and a son, David Howard Laird. They have 
four grandchildren, Donald Edward, Doreen Ellen, 
and Barbara Jean Lynch of Vinton, Iowa, and Scott 
Howard Laird of Black River Falls, Wisconsin. 


MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM KALIBAN 


Kaliban Gas Service was formed in August, 1951, 
by William and LaRue Kaliban. Prior to this time, 
some 30 years ago, Mr. Kaliban was associated with 
the Roxana Petroleum Co. (Dutch Oil Co.) which la- 
ter was sold to Shell Oil Co. Shell Oil Co. sold its bot- 
tle gass business to Great Plains Gas of Hyde Park, 
N. Y. which was organized by H. M. Foreman of 
New York City. 

Shellane L.P. Gas was a moder step toward giv- 
ing city and rural areas a product to cook, heat wa- 
ter and provide refrigeration. Kaliban was interested 
in the new product and knew it would develop a 
great demand for this modern convenience, giving 
the rural a real city life. Kaliban began his great 
venture of helping promote Shellane, and in 1940, he 
became an employee of Tama Gas and Appliance 
as a service man, holding certificates of completion of 
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WILLIAM KALIBAN ON THE LEFT 


several service schools in L.P. Gas, which prepared 
him as a top service man. In 1940, Arthur Mason 
purchased the Shellane dealership from Tama Gas 
& Appliance. Mr. Kaliban was employed as a service 
man for him for five years, with the exception of 
time spent in the armed forces. In 1845 Dale Mason 
purchased his father’s interest in the Gas business, 
and Kaliban remained with him, continuing the serv- 
ices. In August, 1951, Mr. and Mrs. Kaliban purchas- 
ed the bottle gas business from Dale Mason and 
opened an office in the Spooner building at 305 State 
Street and made one of the greatest advances in the 
L.P. Gas business. They have built the business to 
one of the largest dealerships in the Minneapolis di- 
vision with over 1,100 accounts and the largest inde- 
pendent dealer in the State. In 1957, they took on an- 
other Gas franchise, Philgas, continuing with Shell- 
ane also. In 1960 when Northern Natural Gas mains 
were laid in Tama, Mr. Kaliban became a natural 
gas pipe fitter working it along with the bottle gas 
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Service. The office was moved in 1961 from the 
Spooner building to the Emma Russie building at 413 
McClellan Street. 

Mrs. La Rue Kaliban was the bookkeeper and 
stenographer for the business, assisted by Mrs. Mos- 
celyne Benda and Mrs. Ruth Olsen as part time em- 
* ployees, from 1951 up to December, 1960. When Mrs. 
Kaliban retired, Miss Martha Stochl then became a 
full time bookkeeper and employee. Mrs. Kaliban, al- 
ways being a lover of flowers, had a small green- 
house erected in 1957 to expand her interests in 
growing plants. It was the first attached, home 
greenhouse, and up to the present time, the only one 
of its kind in Tama County. The five-section, Lord 
and Burnham greenhouse is equipped with running 
water, automatic ventilators, and gas heat. Mrs. 
Kaliban has been an active member in the Tama 
Garden Club for the last five years. She also has 
around 200 African Violets in the basement of her 
home under 22 fluorescent lights. 

On January 1, 1958, Mr. Kaliban began serving as 
a councilman at large on the Tama City Council. He 
had charge of streets and alleys for 4 years, serving 
under the leadership of Mayor Edwin Carnal, one of 
Tama’s favorite Mayors. 

The Kalibans live at 1412 McClellan Street, a resi- 
dence built by the Dee family and have one adopted 
daughter, Nancy Elizabeth Simeonides, who resides 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


CHARLES A. KUPKA FAMILY 


Mary Chervenka came to Tama, Iowa, at the age 
of 12 years (1879) from Tabor, Czechoslovakia, with 
her father, brother Jacob and sister, now Sister Ma- 
ry Thaddeus of Macomb, Illinois. The family settled 
in the Tama community and the father worked on 
the North Western railroad. Mary Chervenka mar- 
ried George Kupka of Vining, Iowa, in St. Patrick’s 
Church, November 12, 1889. George was employed as 
a butcher for a Tama meat market and later as a 
section foreman for the North Western railroad. 
They lived at 505 Garfield Street in Tama. George 
Kupka died in April, 1922, and Mary Kupka in July, 
1958. Their children are William, east of Tama; Leo, 
Tama; Francis, living in the home on Garfield Street 
and Mrs. Louis (Lottie) Zeman, east of Tama and 
deceased children are Viney, Fred and Charles A. 

Charles A. Kupka was born in Tama, October 8, 
1890. He was reared in Tama and attended Tama 
schools. He worked in meat markets in Tama during 
his youth. He enlisted in World War I in 1917 and 
served 15 months overseas in France. He started his 
own meat market at 209 West Third Street, Tama, 
in October, 1920. In 1939, he added a cold storage 
locker plant and the firm became known as Kupka’s 
Meat Market and Locker Plant. In 1948, he built a 
slaughter house and developed a livestock feeding 
area in the south part of Tama. Mr. Kupka was a 
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member of the Tama Fire Department for 40 years, 
president of the old Tama Commercial Club, Com- 
mander of the Tama Legion Post, chief ranger of 
the Men’s Catholic Order of Foresters, trustee of the 
St. Patrick’s Church committee and charter member 
of the Tama-Toledo Golf Club. 


Charles Kupka married Josephine Carr of New 
Hampton, Iowa, on May 3, 1921, in St. Joseph’s 
Church, New Hampton, Iowa. Mrs. Kupka taught in 
the Tama Junior High School from 1918 to 1921. She 
was educated in the New Hampton schools and lowa 
State Teachers College. The Kupka’s moved to 107 
East Sixth Street in Tama shortly after their mar- 
riage and this continues to be the family home. Mrs. 
Kupka was chief ranger of the Women’s Catholic Or- 
der of Foresters, president of the Tama American 
Legion Auxiliary and active in the St. Patrick’s 
Church circles. Presently, she is president of the 
Past President’s of the American Legion Auxiliary 
and Library and Literature chairman at St. Patrick’s 
Church. Mrs. Kupka has assisted with the operation 
of Kupka’s Meat Market and Locker Plant since 
1939. Charles A. Kupka died May 22, 1958, following 
a cardiac illness. 

The children of Charles A. and Josephine Kupka 
are Mary Ellen, Anna Rose and Charles James. Ma- 
ry Ellen is an assistant professor of psychiatric 
nursing at the Catholic University of America, Wash- 
ington, D.C. Anna Rose, a registered professional 
nurse, is married to Walter Blayer, formerly of Ros- 
siter, Pennsylvania, and Detroit, Michigan. They 
have five children: James, Karen, Mary Elizabeth, 
Richard and Robert and live at 604 Hall Street, in 
Tama. Charles James served in World War II from 
1943 to 1946 in the South Pacific, Philippines and Ja- 
pan. He graduated from Loras College, Dubuque, Io- 
wa. He is married to Celeste Hoover, formerly ot 
Marion, Iowa, who taught in the Tama Public 
Schools. They have five children: Susan, Joseph. 
Thomas, Barbara and Carol Marie and live at 202 
South State Street, in Tama. Charles J. Kupka is 
presently secretary of the Tama Chamber of Com- 
merce and a director of the Tama-Toledo Golf Club. 

Kupka’s Meat Market and Locker Plant is now 
owned and operated by Mrs. Josephine Kupka with 
the assistance of Charles J. Kupka, Walter Blayer, 
Edmond Landuyt, Anton Damisch and John Cogley. 
It is the only meat market in Tama county. The Kup- 
ka firm makes sausage, cures bacon, smokes meats, 
processes pork, beef and lamb and feeds livestock. It 
is one of the oldest businesses on the Tama Main 
Street. 


MR. AND MRS. 
MERLE REUBEN KENSINGER 


Merle Reuben Kensinger was born August 6, 
1904, in Poweshiek County on a farm, to Java and 
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MERLE KENSINGER BUILDING 


Ethel Kensinger. In 1908 Java moved to Tama, 
bought a home at 710 Harmon Street and the livery 
stable on State Street, south of the Chicago and 
Northwestem railroad, now the site of Potter's 
wrecking yard. 


Ethel Kensinger bought the home on 806 Siegel 
Street, where she raised her three sons, Merle, Ron- 
ald and Marvel. In 1936 Merle purchased the home 
place from his Mother's estate and he and his family 
lived there until 1949. 

Merle graduated from Tama High School in 1924. 
He attended Coe College in 1924-1925. In 1926 he was 
united in marriage to Trudie Wamer, who came to 
Tama from Albia, Iowa, in 1923. 


Merle has been active in civic and community af- 
fairs. Both he and his wife are members of the Tama 
Methodist Church and both taught Sunday School. 
Their three children are all members of the Tama 
Church, all three were married at its altar. Merle 
was an active scoutmaster for ten years and served 
on the Boy Scout Board. He is a member of Hiram 
of Tyre Lodge, a charter member of Tama Lions 
Club, has been active in the Chamber of Commerce 
and was President two years. He served on the Tama 
School Board six years. He and his wife have been 
active members of Tama-Toledo Golf Club. 


Trudie Warner Kensinger was born in Albia, Iowa, 
January 11, 1907, to Charlie and Jessie Warner. Her 
father was one of the village blacksmiths in Albia. 
Trudie is a member of Ladies W.S.C.S. of the Meth- 
odist Church, Order of Eastern Star, and Chapter 
EW-PEO. She was active in Parent Teachers Asso- 
ciation and was iis President at the time of building 
the Tama High School. 

Merle worked for the Chicago Northwesterm Rail- 
road from 1926 until 1932. They moved to Des Moines 
in 1980 and moved hack to Tama in 1932. 


In August, 1932, the Kensingers purchased a gro- . 


cery store at 708 Siegel Street trom John Kaliban 
and in 1936 bought the building from Frank Walcott. 
They closed the store in 1952. 

In 1956 Merle purchased the Claude Atwood Insur- 
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ance Agency and now operates an Insurance and 
Real Estate office in the north part of the building. 
The Kensinger’s have three children, Merle Saun- 
ders Kensinger of Golden, Colorado, Floy Ann Ken- 
singer Thompson of Mason City, Iowa, and Nancy Jo 


-Kensinger Jens of Iowa City, Iowa. All three are 


graduates of Tama High School and attended the 
University of Iowa. 

Merle, Jr., is board salesman for the Packaging 
Corporation of America, in Denver, Colorado. Both 
he and his wife, the former Ina Mae Mochal are 
graduates of the University of Iowa. They were mar- 
ried August 20, 1950. They have two children, Steven 
Merle and Kristina Joan. 

Floy Ann attended the University of Iowa in 1950 
to 1953 and in 1953 married Herbert C. Thompson, a 
University of Iowa graduate. Mr. Thompson is bas- 
ketball coach and history teacher in the Mason City 
High School. They have four children, Scott, Mark, 
Laura Kathleen and Suzanne. 

Nancy Jo attended the University of Iowa two 
years, was married to Kenton A. Jens in 1960, who 
is a graduate of the University of Iowa in 1957 and 
is a senior in School of Pharmacy. They have one 
daughter, Kelly Lee Jens. 


CLYDE STONE 
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Clyde and Olive Stone, and two year old son, Jer- 
ry, came to Tama in February, 1944. They had pur- 
chased the Ben Franklin Store located in the Self 
building. In 1950, they acquired the Brice building 
where the McRoberts store had been, and remodel- 
ed it and moved their store there. In 1954, the store 
was again remodeled and new fixtures installed, so 
that it became one of the first variety stores in Iowa 
to be a “self-serve” store. 

The Stones lived on Wilson Street in a small house 
until 1949, when they moved to the old Soleman house 
on 6th Street. They built a new home in the Lester 
Fulton Addition, and moved there in December of 
1959. 

Jerry Stone, having graduated from Tama High 
School, is now in business with his father. 
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Emil Bartling, Jess Gunning and Edward Prusha. 


Mr. Edward John Prusha was bom in Tama Coun- 
ty Jan. 29, 1908, the son of William.and Mary Prusha 
of Toledo, Iowa. On December 20, 1928, he married 
Florence Papesh, daughter of Frank and Linnie Pa- 
pesh of Tama, Iowa. To them were born five chil- 
dren, a daughter, Louise, passed away Sept. 11, 1949, 
at the age of 18 years. In 1946 Mr. Prusha purchased 
their home at 307 Garfield Street and began doing 
mason work for himself. He learned the trade while 
working for E. G. Turbett in Tama, Iowa. He con- 
structed many buildings in Tama and surrounding 
towns. He assisted with the widening of Tama Main 
Street in 1960. 

WALTER N. 
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WALTER AND RUTH PETERSEN 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter N. Petersen came to Tama in 
1950 from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and opened Petersen’s 
Paint and Wallpaper Store. The Petersens operated 
the store until the death of Mr. Petersen in 1957. 
Mrs. Petersen continued the operation of the busi- 
ness until 1959, when it was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Fisher. 

Mr. Petersen was a member of the Lions Club, Ta- 
ma Chamber of Commerce, Tama-Toledo F.O.E. 
2828 and the Elks Lodge. 

Mrs. Petersen, formerly Ruth Zeman of Chelsea, 
Iowa, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Zeman, is a 
member of the Eagle’s Auxiliary and the Tama Busi- 
ness and Professional Womens’ Club and the Rosary 


Society. 
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LELAND H. (LEE) FISHER 


Leland H. (Lee) Fisher came to Tama in 1953 from 
Riverside, Iowa, after being discharged from the 
U.S. Army, taking employment as Assistant Cashier 
in the Tama State Bank. 

In 1954, Mr. Fisher was married to Joan Ruth 
Small of Bennett, Iowa. They are the parents of two 
sons: Lon Steven, 7, and Dan Howard, 5. 

In 1959 the Fishers bought Petersen’s Paint and 
Wallpaper Store from Mrs. Ruth Petersen and now 
operate it as the Tama Paint Store. 

Mr. Fisher is a member of Tama Methodist 
Church, Hiram of Tyre Lodge No. 203 A.F. & A.M., 
Tama Chamber of Commerce, American Legion 
Post No. 73 and the Izaak Walton League. 


MR. AND MRS. HOMER ZOBEL 


Homer and Grace Zobel came to Tama Feb. 6, 
1946, and opened a Barber and Beauty Shop, just af- 
ter Homer was discharged from the Navy after 
World War II. 

Their children are Duane of Toledo, Iowa, who is 
married to Sharon Funke and their children are 
Bradley Jay and Diane Alene. 

La Ver, who is married to Shirley Brin, is serving 
in the Air Force and lives in Omaha, Nebr. Their two 
children are Wayne Allen and Trilica Ann. 

Gary attends the 4th grade at the Tama Public 
School. 


MR. AND MRS. R. 0. THOMAS 


Robert O. Thomas, owner of the R. O. Thomas Co. 
and Tama Electric, came to Tama with his family 
in October, 1951, from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to start 
a sheet metal and heating shop in the old Crenshaw 
Building, 4th and McClellan Streets, (now Bonnie’s 
Beauty Shop) and had living quarters upstairs. Mrs. 
Thomas took care of the bookkeeping. 

They purchased their present home at 906 State 
Street in 1952 because they needed a bigger yard for 
their children, Larry 5%, Steven 3% and Kathy, 2 years. 

In 1953 he purchased and moved his business to 
the Hayward Roofing building on 5th Street and add- 
ed a plumbing service. An office section was oc- 
cupied by R. C. Blythe, C.P.A., until 1956. 

In 1955 Mr. Thomas purchased the Tama Electric 
Co. This added facilities and material for contract 
bidding on new homes and businesses for plumbing, 
heating and electrical work, and to have one com- 
plete crew of workmen. As business increased, so 
did the family. Oct., 1955, Becky Lynne was born. 
The daughter Kathy had left the family to live at 
Woodward State Hospital due to her health condi- 
tion. 

In January, 1959, Mr. Thomas purchased the 
Haughey Taxi building which he plans to tear down 
and use the space for customer parking. 


igs ie 


YA Oa: id wef 
nbiged mieten, erm te tedinetl> hon? ' 
ee 


J88GS TAMOH 20M ORLA LHM | 
B dx oneal op actlen lndeS view) hae yooh 
ta Seat .qewid “etvedl ee andl s Gear ‘tvs Aetl 
wrth oat att epeatt) Ereqanatunlly, carm togucihD sim 
i GRA paeb 9 
rh ofier owed ohaterT bn sett) ora eoilidy eM 
ote astliico sod bae pales writ -w bora 
arts soci) bus vel yoibasil 
widiviee e+ WA oskid? ob babeem at ode wl a) 
owt tiafT afet adaeO ob eel bas seroT WA a8 al 
wa vt’ F bee ell coveW ow oopbliiy 
Ahiet spay wh jo sham off oct eheotie cts) i 


. 


I 


CAMOMT 0.4 2904 GHA AR 
GO cared’ O 4 eft he rite abet? DO thyelatl 
henet ai. it~ amt ot ani jentool stT bap 
fete of sol shine ue? atoeh Jet redotnt) if 
watiensit) LD orft at Goely yarttaetl Sem later deeds a | 
goiacol wad) .ateone mallol9oM@ jee ae gnbloal 
it, anheags eatinep pala bed Lew fol wane 


geripodidond att km. ove emer’ 
20 at. rm sro tony add eaetoony 
pars fe: 2. dings Spe gh pena CARE ai toerd2 


uf absvitnind nd ‘awed base brceirusy ed ft ‘et 
burbs Wot dB wv gethliud potenti tnwwyadl og! * 
00 ta Uottte Bo mk aotrree pabderely aie 
A ON eee AD” pale 3: Afi - 
niviesll grant wit hocbiinany pacegdt ath 800 phy 
gpttchaciilig 0h poration! byie: eamvont wri ihe geil 


on Ee paar eee 
ieee Eat aeibelly 


fA 


ti PTO 
=) Cary.” yen bbs PrN ‘eat ae 
: [ el oy i, Poh ig v ’ 
: ’ , et er ae a vs 
wv AE VOOH i b 


In 1960 he purchased the apartment house at 408 
Siegel Street, next to the plumbing shop, from R. C. 


Blythe and built garages at the rear of the shop to’ 


house the fleet of six trucks used by the two busi- 
nesses. 

’ In October, 1961, the Laird building was purchased 
and the present Tama Electric store will be expand- 
ed into this adjoining building. 

Besides Mr. and Mrs. Thomas (Bookkeeper) there 
are nine employees full time and two part-time em- 
ployees. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Thomas are very active in 
community affairs and are members of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church. 


RAYMOND AND DAISY SIRES 


Raymond and Daisy Sires came to Tama in 1942 
from northeastern Iowa. They purchased the Tama 
Hatchery on 4th Street, moving this business to larg- 
er quarters in a garage building the first year. 

In 1945 they built a large modem two story build- 
ing on McClellan Street, 60 feet by 150 feet. The front 
of the building has a modem farm store and one of 
the most modern hatchery operations in the United 
States. The rear of the building with a siding on the 
Milwaukee Railroad has an up to date feed and 
grinding operation. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sires own their home at 604 Park 
Street, in Tama. The Sires’ special interest is in ed- 
ucation in the community. They have three children, 
Marilyn, Marjorie and Douglas. 

Mr. Sires is active in the Iowa Poultry Improve- 
ment Association in the State. 


MR. AND MRS. LeVERNE FORRESTER 


LeVerme and Helen Forrester were married May 
31, 1946. They bought their cleaning shop from Mr. 
Oren Shaller in September, 1947. LeVerne worked 
with Shaller and learned the cleaning and pressing 
trade. 

On January 1, 1948, LeVerne and Helen took pos- 
session of the shop and they named it “Tama Clean- 
ers.” 

LeVerme is a veteran of World War II and served 
in the armed forces from November, 1940, to August 
26, 1945. He was with the 34th Division and served 39 
months overseas. He was a Staff Sergeant. 


MR, AND MRS. WAYNE REINBRECHT 


Wayne Reinbrecht moved from West Branch, Io- 
wa, to Tama in Sept. 1948. He purchased the former 
Darrah Hardware Store. In Oct., 1953, a furniture de- 
partment was added in the Yerkes building next to 
the Hardware Store. Wayne enlisted in the Air Force 
in 1944 and was discharged in 1946. He was married 
to Madeline Timp from Marshalltown, Iowa, Janu- 
ary, 1954. The first child, Bill, was born in June, 
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1955, and Bob was born Aug., 1957. They moved into 
a new house on the corner of 13th and Seymour 
Streets April, 1956. 

Mr. Reinbrecht is a member of the following: 
Lions Club; Chamber of Commerce; Tama Invest- 
ment Club; American Legion; Councilman for the 
1962-1963 term. 

Mrs. Reinbrecht is a member of the following: St. 
Catherine’s Circle; American Legion Auxiliary, and 
Tama Federated Club. 

Wayne is planning to put a new store front on both 
the Hardware and Furniture buildings in Jan., 1962. 


MR. AND MRS. WILLIS PERRY 


Mr. and Mrs. Willis Perry came to Tama in April, 
1934, to manage the Diamond Brothers Grocery Co. 
In 1937 Mr. Perry went to work for A. M. Lipka who 
opened the Clover Farm Store, and he bought the 
store in 1945 from Mr. Lipka. 

Mr. and Mrs. Perry are members of the Tama 
Methodist Church and Tama Chapter 424 order of the 
Eastern Star of which Mr. Perry is a Past Patron. 
Mr. Perry is a member of Tama Hiram of Tyre Ma- 
sonic Lodge No. 203 of which he is a Past Master. He 
is a 32nd degree Mason, a past President of the Ta- 
ma-Toledo Consistory Club and a member of the Io- 
wa Consistory of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Mr. Perry is a member of Tama I.0.0.F. No. 152 
and a Past Noble Grand of that order. He is also a 
member of the Tama Lions Club and the Tama 
Chamber of Commerce. Mrs. Perry is a member of 
Diamond Link Rebekah Lodge. 


MR. AND MRS. HAROLD W. GREGORY 


Harold W. Gregory and Thelma B. McDowell Greg- 
ory came to Tama from Des Moines, Iowa, on Sep- 
tember 1, 1934, and purchased the Yerkes Sundry 
Store. This store was known as Gregory’s Store un- 
til 1949 when it was sold to George Haberman. From 
1949 until December 31, 1952, Mr. Gregory was em- 
ployed by the Goza Clothing Store. On January 1, 
1953, the Gregorys purchased the stock, fixtures and 
building occupied by the Goza Clothing Store from 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Goza and Mrs. Frank Ruch. In 
1951 Mr. and Mrs. Gregory also bought the Downs 
Sundry Store in Montour from William Downs. Mrs. 
Gregory manages and operates the store there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory are members of the Tama 
Methodist Church. 

Mr. Gregory is a member of the Tama Chamber 
of Commerce and a Past Grand of the I1.0.0.F. 
Lodge. 

Mrs. Gregory is a Past Matron of Tama Chapter 
No. 424, Order of the Eastern Star, Past Noble Grand 
of Diamond Link Rebekah Lodge, a member of 
Camp No. 1593 Royal Neighbors of America and the 
Tama Federated Club. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Gregory are the parents of Mrs. Don- 
ald (Wanda Gregory) Cook of Webster City, Iowa, 
and the grandparents of Steven Gregory Cook. 

Bertha McDowell, Mrs. Gregory's widowed moth- 
er, made her home with the family in Tama from 
1934 until her death, July 2, 1958. 


MR. AND MRS. MUTT HARRIS 


Katie and Mutt Harris moved to Tama from Mar- 
shalltown on January 1, 1953, and purchased the Nat 
Mulligan home, from his widow Irma Mulligan. 

Mr. Harris went to work for Bill Wellinger who op- 
erated the Chevrolet Garage. 

On August 28, 1954, he purchased the Garage and 
the name was changed to Mutt Harris Chevrolet-Ca- 
dillac. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harris have three children, Mike, 
age 15, a sophomore at Tama High School; Pat, age 
12, and Cindy, age 8, who attend St. Patrick’s School. 

Mr. Harris was a Navy Fighter Pilot during World 
War II. 


MR. AND MRS. J. WILL BROOKS 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Will Brooks and two sons, Lyle 
and Jay, moved to Tama from Knoxville, Iowa, in 
August, 1956. They purchased the Braida Grocery 
and renamed it “Brooks By-Lo.” 

They also have a daughter, Mrs. James (Betty) 
Mitchell and two granddaughters, Janice and Julie, 
who live in Knoxville, Iowa. 

Lyle is now working in Chicago and Jay is a senior 
in the Tama High School. 


MR. AND MRS. GEORGE INMAN 


The filling station at the intersection of Highway 
63 and “old 30,” an independent station, is known as 
“Inman’s Gas For Less.” 

George Inman, who operates this station, had been 
with the Bowman Dairy Company in Chicago for 23 
years as a salesman and in the grocery and meat 
market business for 4 years, before coming to Tama. 

While returning from a trip, in passing through the 
west end of Tama, this corner, at the junction of 
“then” Highway 30 and 63 had a large “For Sale” 
sign on it. George stopped, inquired, and subsequent- 
ly bought the business, then a Shell station, and also 
purchased the home of Ivan and Ardela Flowers at 
1508 Siegel Street. The business property also includ- 
ed a restaurant. In July of 1948, George Inman 
moved his family to Tama. Business was good until 
the State of Iowa decided to move Highway 30. To 
pick up the slack, George and his wife operated the 
restaurant too. 

In 1953 George Inman decided to convert his sta- 
tion to an independently controlled business. He has 
since that time enjoyed a good business, which he 
feels he owes to his faithful customers. 
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The restaurant is now operated by Mrs. Ada Quig- 
ley, and known as the Hilltop Cafe. The Cafe is also 
the Greyhound Bus Station for Tama and Toledo, 
with 11 buses giving service daily. 

George believes that Tama has treated him very 


well in the years he has been here, and cherishes 


the many friends he has made. 

George Inman is a former President of the Tama 
Chamber of Commerce; a member of the Lions and 
Kiwanis Clubs; also a one time member of the Tama 
School Board. George is one of the founders of the 
Tama Development Corp. Marie Inman is a member 
of the Tama Business and Professional Women’s 
Club. 

George and Marie Inman have six children: Au- 
drey McDonald of Hales Corners, Wisconsin; Betty 
Shires of Farmington, Michigan; George, Jr., of Iowa 
City, Iowa; Donald of Cupertino, California; Ken- 
neth of Iowa City, Iowa, and Richard (Rick) at 
home, a junior in Tama High School. They have eight 
grandchildren, namely: Donald, Jill and Jeffrey 
Shires; Stephanie Inman; Philip and Tony Inman, 
and Audrey and Julie Ann Inman. 
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TONY AND PHILIP INMAN 


Donald E. Inman came to Tama in 1948 from Chi- 
cago with his parents, the George Inmans and enter- 
ed Tama High School as a sophomore. He played 
football at T.H.S. and upon graduation in ’51, he en- 
tered the State University of Iowa. Upon graduation 
from S.U.I. in ’55, with a degree in Business Admin- 
istration, he entered cadet training in the Air Force 
and qualified as a pilot in the Strategic Air Command 
where he piloted a tanker plane until his discharge 
in 59. Donald Inman and Mary Jo Witosky, daugh- 
ter of the Charles Witosky’s of Tama, were married 
in March 56. They have two sons, Philip, 4, and 
Tony, 3. The Inmans now reside in Cupertino, Cali- 
fornia, where Donald is West Coast representative for 
Link-Belt Speeder Corp. of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Mary Jo Inman is a graduate of Tama High 
School; Lindenwood College, St. Charles, Missouri, 
and the State University of Iowa, where she received 
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a degree in Speech Pathology, which she practiced 
in the Minneapolis schools previous to her marriage. 


ERVIN G. TURBETT 


Mr. Ervin G. Turbett, Mason and Building Contrac- 
tor for many years, was born in Toledo, Iowa, where 
he attended High School and Leander Clark busi- 
ness college. He worked with his father, the late 
D. W. Turbett, in the building business until his fath- 
er passed away in 1928. Mr. Turbett continued in the 
business there until he moved to Tama in 1934. 

The Turbetts lived for a year in the Jackson home 
on Oswego Street and then purchased the Walz prop- 
erty at 907 State Street, where they lived until Mr. 
Turbett built their present home on McClellan Street 
in 1957. 

Mr. Turbett has been kept very busy over the years 
doing the masonry, building and repairing of many 
homes, also business buildings, not only in Tama, 
but for miles around. Following the explosion on Ta- 
ma’s main street in 1936, Mr. Turbett replaced the 
four buildings that were destroyed, and he put up 
many other business buildings, including the Krezek 
Implement building, Tama Hatchery, 4 Earl Spooner 
store buildings, Kell building, Nagle’s Garage and 
the 3 Spooner buildings now occupied by Fred Spoon- 
er, the paint store, and the music shop. 

Mr. Turbett married the former Meda Graves of 
Toledo, Iowa. They have three children: Harold G. 
Turbett, who lives in Tama and is engaged in the 
insurance business; a daughter, Dorothy (Mrs. Wal- 
ter Rich) of Chelsea; and Charles G. Turbett of Ta- 
ma, who worked with his father at the mason trade, 
after returning from the military service, and who 
now continues with the same business. 

The Turbetts have six grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren. 

Mr. and Mrs. Turbett celebrated their Golden Wed- 
ding on March 12, 1959, holding open house for rela- 
tives and friends. 

The Turbetts have spent many winters in Lake 
Worth, Florida, where Mr. Turbett is a member of 
the Lake Worth Shuffleboard Club and the Men’s 
Brotherhood of Calvary Methodist Church. 

They are both members of the Tama Methodist 
Church. Mr. Turbett is a member of the I.0.0.F. 
Lodge and the Seneca Encampment, and Mrs. Tur- 
bett is a member of the W.S.C.S., the Rebekah 
Lodge, Encampment Auxiliary, and a charter mem- 
ber of the Toledo Mothers’ Home Circle. 

Mr. Turbett retired from active business in 1959, 
but he still enjoys getting out and laying a few bricks 
or patching a wall for friends. They both thoroughly 
enjoy their home, friends and associations in Tama. 

Clifford Turbett, brother of Ervin G. Turbett, was 
born in Toledo, lowa, in 1891, son of Daniel Webster 
Turbett. At the age of 15 he became conductor and 
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motorman on the street car line between the towns of 
Tama and Toledo. He was motorman for 7 years and 
then quit to work for his father and learn the masonry 
business. Daniel Turbett was born and raised in To- 
ledo and with his four sons, who all were masons and 
bricklayers, built a large share of the homes and 
buildings in both towns and also many of the farm 
homes and buildings in Tama County. The four sons 
are Hal, Melvin, Ervin and Clifford. 


HAROLD G. TURBETT 


Harold G. Turbett, born in Toledo, Iowa, graduate 
of State College of Iowa, taught Industrial Arts in 
Fredericksburg, Iowa, and has also been a grade 
school Principal at Guthrie Center, Iowa, and Osage, 
Iowa. 

Mr. Turbett married Isabelle Mikes of Fredericks- 
burg. They have one daughter, Shirley A. Johnston 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and two grandchildren, Le 
Ann and Susan Johnston. 

On December 1, 1940, Harold Turbett entered the 
Insurance business in Tama with his wife doing the 
office detail work. He was City Clerk of Tama from 
November, 1941, until December, 1948. Mr. Turbett 
is a past President of the Lions Club and a member 
of the Tama-Toledo Kiwanis, and he has taught 
school, part time, in both Tama and Toledo. 


CHARLES GRAVES TURBETT 


Charles G. Turbett, the youngest son of Ervin and 
Meda Turbett, was born July 17, 1922, in Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

He lived in Toledo, Iowa, until 1934, then moved. 
with his parents, to Tama. He graduated from Tama 
High School in 1940. 

After graduation from high school, he worked 
briefly as a service station attendant in Tama, then 
as a shoe salesman for Montgomery Ward in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa. 

In 1942 he joined the Air Force and was placed in 
the Armament Maintenance Division. In December 
of 1945 he was discharged from the Air Force with 
the rank of Sergeant. 

On June 24, 1944, he was married to Miss Doris 
Gillespie of Greenville, South Carolina. Miss Gilles- 
pie, at the time of her marriage, was a nurse and 
a member of the staff at Greenville General Hospi- 
tal. To Charles and Doris Turbett were born three 
daughters: Dorothy, July 5, 1945; Marilyn, June 21, 
1947, and Sandra, June 25, 1949. 

In January of 1946, the Turbetts and their daugh- 
ter, Dorothy, came to Tama, after Charles’ discharge 
from the service. In this same month, Charles be- 
came Scout Master of Troop 303 of the Boy Scouts of 
America. He resigned this position in November, 
1960. During this fifteen year period he spent many 
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long but happy hours with a great number of boys 
who were, at some time during these years, mem- 
bers of Troop 303. 


In the early spring of 1946, Charles began working 
with his father, Ervin Turbett, as a mason. He work- 
ed with his father until 1956 when Ervin Turbett re- 
tired. Since 1956, Charles has been in the masonry 
business on his own. In October, 1958, he purchased 
the residence at 1018 State Street, Tama, where the 
family presently resides. 


Charles is a member of Tama Methodist Church, 
1.0.0.F. 152, and the American Legion. 


JACK WALKER 


Jack Walker came to Tama, Iowa, as a child in 
1937 and received all of his schooling in Tama Public 
Schools. He attended Simpson College, Indianola, 
Iowa, graduating in 1951. In 1950, he married Mary 
Alston from Macedonia, Iowa. After her graduation 
from Simpson College, the couple returned to Tama 
in 1952. Jack entered the army in 1952, serving in 
Korea. On return to Tama in 1954, he drove a truck 
for C. E. Hornback. In June, 1957, Jack purchased 
the Sinclair Oil Agency from Harold Smith. Three 
children were bor to the couple: Catherine, 1953, 
Allen, 1955, and Mary Susan, 1956. In 1961, the couple 
purchased their present home from Floyd Tower. 
This property is the former Ed Goodell home, built 
in 1904 by Mr. Goodell. 


MR. AND MRS. WALLACE BUTLER 


Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Butler were bom and raised 
in the small town of Unionville, Missouri. They chose 
Tama for their home because Mr. Butler’s sister, 
Mrs. Walter (Cleo) Robinson and her family had 
lived in Tama for over twenty years. Being near 
her and raising their boys, Mal and Mark, in a small 
town appealed to them. 

Mr. Butler had served two years in the Army and 
then received his training as Watchmaker at Bradley 
School of Horology at Peoria, Illinois. 

The Butlers purchased the store contents from Mr. 
and Mrs. S. O. Kell and started their business Oct. 1, 
1957, as a watch repair service and jewelry store. 
They later added sales and service branch of Smith 
Herzog Sewing Machines, Gibson Greeting Cards, 
crystal, china, and other items. 

In October, 1961, Mr. Butler purchased the Jas. H. 
Willett building (formerly Wielands Goodyear Store) 
and the business is now operated at this new loca- 
tion. 

Their home at 710 Wilson Street was built by Joe 
McGee and purchased from A. C. Freet. 

Since coming to Tama the Butlers have added an- 
other member to their family, Wallace, Jr., so now 
they have three boys to raise in the small town of 
Tama and like the idea very much. 


Mrs. Butler is employed by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs as Clerk-Steno. at the Sac and Fox Day 
School. 


MUNN AND CASSADAY CO., INC. 


The building permit for this plant was dated June 
25, 1955, and construction started shortly after. 

The plant consists of an office and warehouse 
building, a cylinder filling building and a 30,000 gal- 
lon storage tank. This tank weighs 65,000 pounds. 

The plant was completed and opened for business 
in January of 1956 with two employees: Harvey 
Brundage as manager and Don Brandon as salesman 
and delivery man. 

The business has grown in these six years and 
now has five trucks with six full time employees, 
with sales running around 800,000 gallons of L P Gas 
each year. 

fhe plant sells both wholesale and retail 20 pound 
cylinders, 100 pound cylinders and bulk gas. 

They sell L P Gas for cooking, water heating, crop 
dryers, clothes dryers, home heating, stock tank heat- 
ing, brooders, hog house heaters, tractor fuel, gas 
lights, incinerators, truck cargo heaters, refrigera- 
tion, soldering and cutting torches, auto and truck 
fue] and others. 

They deliver the gas to customers in a forty mile 
radius of Tama and service all of their equipment 
and appliances. 

The employees as of December, 1961, are: Harvey 
Brundage, Manager, who is married and has one son. 
and lives at 404 E. 12th St., Tama. Carl Wilson, sales- 
man, who is married and has a son and daughter 
and lives at 402 Harding, Tama. George E. Moore, 
serviceman, who is married and has a son and twin 
daughters and lives at 209 N. Church St., Toledo. Ger- 
ald Shayer, bulk truck driver salesman, who is mar- 
ried and has a son and daughter and lives on a small 
farm northwest of Toledo. Neal Ruff, bulk truck driv- 
er salesman, who is married and has two sons and 
lives at 100 Harmon St., Tama; and Mary Lou Jo- 
chims, bookkeeper and cashier, who is married, has 
two sons, ard lives at 1105 Harding St., Tama. 

Harvey Brundage lived in Urbandale, Iowa, (a sub- 
urb of Des Moines) until he moved here oa Novem- 
ber 7, 1955. 

George Moore lived in Des Moines and Newton be- 
fore moving here about seven years ago. 


KELLY’S CHAMPLIN SERVICE STATION 


Kelly's Champlin Service Station was opened at 
13th and State Street on March 2, 1959, by Darwin 
E. Kellogg of 611 E. 7th Street. Mr. Kellogg was born 
south of LeGrand, Iowa, and spent his young life 
around Montour and LeGrand. He moved with his 
parents to Tama in 1931. He has worked in the gas 
business most of the years since that time. His wife 
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is the former Verna Frahm, daughter of the John P. 
Frahms, both deceased. She was born south of Ta- 
ma. They have lived all their married life in Tama. 
They bought their present home in 1959. 

They have two sons, Larry and Leroy. Larry grad- 
uated from Tama High School in 1955 and joined the 
Armed Service shortly after graduation for three 
years. He spent two years at Gelnhauson, Germany. 
On returning, he completed a two-year course of bus- 
iness administration at the A.I.B. in Des Moines, Ia. 
On graduation he joined the Lutheran Mutual In- 
surance Company of Waverly, Iowa, and is now Dis- 
trict Agent and lives in Marion, Iowa. His wife is the 
former Beverly Donaldson, daughter of the Robert 
Donaldsons of Hampton, Iowa. They have two chil- 
dren, Kimberly Dawn, born October 7, 1960, and Tim- 
othy Shawn, born December 7, 1961. 

Leroy, the younger son, graduated from Tama 
High School in 1959. He worked for Walt’s Radio and 
TV the last two years in high school. On July 6, 1959, 
he started working for Systems Installations, Inc., of 
Chicago, Illinois, affiliate of International Telephone 
and Telegram. His first job was in the new Dows 
Building between Tama and Toledo, Iowa. After 
working at various towns around here he was sent to 
Puerto Rico on July 6, 1960. He is still there and is 
now a technician installing Dial Equipment in offices 
all over the island. 


WALT’'S RADIO AND TY SERVICE 


Walt’s Radio and TV Service was opened at 307 
State Street, Tama, Iowa, in February, 1957, by Wal- 
ter C. Fuller. 

Mr. Fuller and his wife, Mildred, moved here from 
Winterset, Iowa, where he had operated a radio and 
television shop for eight years. They have one daugh- 
ter, Maralyn, who graduated from Winterset High 
School and attended State College of Iowa at Cedar 
Falls, Iowa. She married Dallas Hotchkiss, who has 
always lived in Tama and is now employed by Tama 
County Farm Supply Company at Toledo, Iowa. They 
have two daughters, Dal Lynn, age four and Diane, 
age three. 


WILLARD AND MARIAN FULLER 


Fuller’s Beefburger, 309 State Street, in Tama, is 
owned and operated by Willard Fuller and his wife, 
Marian. The business was purchased from C. M. 
(Jack) McNall and his wife, Mollie Mills McNall, 
on July 1, 1960. 

Sandwiches, meals, short orders, breakfasts and 
home made pies are served at the Beefburger. 

Willard Fuller was raised in Van Wert, a small 
town in southern Iowa. Marian was raised in Preston, 
a small town in eastern Iowa, where her parents still 
reside. The Fullers have two children, Richard, 11, 
and Patricia, 9. The family resides at 311 State Street, 
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next door to the Beefburger. It is one of the few resi- 
dential homes in downtown Tama. This home at one 


‘time was owned by the Civic Improvement League 


and rest rooms were maintained for the use of the 
public. 

The Fuller family lived in Des Moines, Iowa, four- 
teen years before moving to Tama. Three brothers 
and a brother-in-law are in business in Tama. They 
are: Walter Fuller, Walt’s T.V.; Troy Wheeler, 
Wheeler's Barber Shop; Ronald Fuller, Hotel Clifton, 
and Willard Fuller, Fuller’s Beefburger. 

The Fuller family is originally from Van Wert, 
Iowa, where their parents still reside. A brother, Har- 
old, lives in Oskaloosa, and a brother Casey, lives at 
Des Moines. Troy Wheeler is originally from Keller- 
ton, Iowa. 


MR. AND MRS. G. N. HARDON 


« cae WAI 


Mr. and Mrs. George Hardon and son, Edward 


George N. Hardon was born in 1906 in Tama Coun- 
ty, lowa, and attended Tama County Schools. He was 
married in 1929 to Alice Bru. They moved to Tama 
in 1939 and have kept the same residence since. They 
have one son, Edward Hardon. 

Mr. Hardon has been employed as a millwright by 
the Packaging Corporation for the last twenty-three 
years. He recently completed a two-year term on the 
Tama City Council. 

Mrs. Hardon was born in 1908 and attended the 
Gilman schools. She has been a Watkins saleslady in 
the Tama community since 1954. 

Edward Hardon was born May 4, 1940, and attend- 
ed the Tama Schools graduating from High School in 
1958. He attended De Vry Technical Institute of Elec- 
tronics in Chicago, Ill. In April, 1960, at the age of 19, 
he established the Hardon Electrical Service. In 1961 
he purchased the Spooner Building. 


JOHN G. PETERS AND FAMILY 


On June 1, 1936, John G. Peters and wife Esther 
and family came to Tama. The children are Mrs. R. C. 
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JOHN PETERS 


Jakober (Audra); Mrs. C. L. Pearson (Ella Mae); 
Mrs. John Dullaghan (Ann) and David. In 1936 Mr. 
Peters opened a shoe repair shop at 103 West Fourth 
Street. In 1938 he moved his shop to 111 West Third 
Street where it is presently located. This building was 
formerly occupied by Lipka’s Meat Market. In 1942 
the Peters family moved to their present home at 
1409 McClellan Street. 


In 1961 the Peters celebrated their Twenty-fifth 
year in business in Tama. 


THE WONSERS 


In the summer of 1865 Flavius Josephus Mortimer 
Wonser, 27, and his 26-year-old wife, Julia, bom a 
Weaver, came to Tama City to live, bringing with 
them from Erie, Illinois, two little boys, Wallie and 
Charlie and a baby girl, Flora. 


“Mort” Wonser just graduated from the University 
of Michigan law school, chose Tama as the place to 
start his practice because Tama was just getting 
started too, and would grow, and because it was not 
too far from their parents’ home in Erie. He and Ju- 
lia could not entirely have foreseen how well suited 
the small new town would prove to be for raising a 
large family and making a satisfying life, but so it 
was to turn out. Their own parents had brought the 
same frontier ideals, hopes, and readiness for hard 
work from rural New York to Illinois only a few 
years earlier. Close-knit family life, ambition to 
make an honest living, keen interest in books, music 
and community welfare and devotion to their Chris- 
tian faith were the familiar heritage of both families 
from childhood. Fresh little Tama was good soil 
where a new harvest could be reaped from the sarne 
values. 

Getting started was not easy. Such a family, just 
starting out would live plainly in those days, in a 
small frame house at best, with chores for every 
member, big and little. The Indians, even poorer, of- 
ten showed their faces at the window and food would 
be shared with them, 
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In 1865 Mort and Julia joined with nine others in 
organizing a Methodist Church. Baby Ella was born 
the next fall, then in quick succession two little boys 
who died and one, Fred, who thrived. Vera, the last 
baby, was to come along many years later, into a 
large, lively, and loving family circle of grown and 
half-grown brothers and sisters. 

F. J. M. Wonser branched out from law practice to 
acquire the Tama print shop, which became a main 
support of the family and in which all of the older 
children bore their share by working from the time 
they left the eighth grade in their early teens. The 
shop had published the weekly Citizen that was 
changed to the Herald and under elder son Charles’ 
management was to become synonymous with the 
Wonser name over the next half-century. 


There was fun for a Tama family in those days, 
even on a frugal income. Church and schoo! provided 
social life. All the little Wonsers grew up in the Meth- 
odist Church and lent a hand or voice in music, took 
part in suppers and picnics. F. J. M. Wonser was 
superintendent of the Sunday School. 

Circuses visited Tama, pitching their tents on the 
old county fair grounds southeast of Main Street, or 
later in the pastures on North State Street. (The 
visits of the circus continued for enough years, be- 
fore becoming extinct, to enable Wonser grandchil- 
dren of World War I to see the elephants march past 
the Clifton Hotel and out to a different tenting- 
ground, where the football field now is.) 

Then there were excursions to the city, for this was 
a period when newspaper men received railway passes 
for themselves and their families. In this way there 
were visits to Chicago, to expositions in New Orleans, 
to the Philadelphia Centennial. 

As a lawyer and publisher F. J. M. Wonser did not 
lack opportunities, even in a country town like Tama, 
for civic leadership; and his up-bringing gave him 
the bent for it. At a time when the young town had 
19 saloons—one for every hundred residents—he felt 
it was high time for the temperance banner to be 
carried forward, and he gave time and energy to 
pushing for regulatory legislation in Des Moines. His 
son, Charles, was to continue the tradition of out- 
spoken leadership of good causes in community life, 
through the editorial columns of the Tama Herald. 

Mort and Julia Wonser’s family of six grew up in 
a typical frame family house, which grew rambling 
by the addition of wings, standing on State Street op- 


posite the Baptist Church from the 1870's until tom 


down in 1921. it was comfortable for its time, and 
above all intensely homelike. The gradually acquired 
furnishings were of the solid, enjoyable walnut which 
the humble could afford as well as the mighty in 
those years. A grandson reliving happy times there 
in his memory can recall the iron stove, which did 
not always take off all the chill of the hardest winter 
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day, the kerosene lamps with blue bowls, used for 
lighting until World War I; the bookcases with Har- 
pers Roundtable and other fascinating Victorian 
story books; the woodshed full of kindling cobs; the 
outdoor pump; the garret full of old letters; his Aunt 
Flora’s china-painting workshop in an upstairs bed- 
room. By the 1890’s the walls were covered with 
Flora’s oil paintings and watercolors. In the parlor 
stood the piano used by Ella and later Vera, both of 
whom sang and taught music. The garden was full 
of lady-slipper, salvia, verbena, and the other flow- 
ers people loved best in those days; and May baskets 
could be filled with bluebells from a shady corer of 
the yard. North of the house stood what, to a child, 
seemed the most gigantic of soft-maple trees, the 
center for many a neighborhood game. It refused to 
outlive the old house, but went down in a storm in 
1918, to the sound of a great clap of Iowa thunder 
which simultaneously jolted another Wonser grand- 
child off his lunch-stool at the opposite end of town. 

Though Wallie and Fred Wonser eventually left to 
enter business in other states, most of the family 
stayed in Tama the whole of their lives. Flora and 
Ella married late—Loren J. Price and Newton S. 
Beale, respectively—and Vera, after a short teaching 
career, married storekeeper Elmer G. Tims and had 
two boys, Richard and Charles. But even for the 
Wonsers who left, Tama remained the family center, 
and they were forever bringing their wives and chil- 
dren back for Christmas or other occasions; Wallie, 
his daughters, Ferne, Helen, and Marjorie; Fred, his 
daughter, Hope. 


Above all, it was Charles Wonser who came to 
make Tama the center for the whole family. Taking 
over the paper from his father when onlv 19. he de- 
veloped by character and hard work into the true 
pillar of his tribe, and a tall pillar he was, six and a 
half feet. Around Charlie Wonser the family fortunes 
gathered—modest on the material side, rich on the 
side of public achievement—and through him the 
best civic values that this family had to contribute 
were channeled into Tama’s life. 


He was successively postmaster and mayor around 
the turn of the century, but preeminently he remain- 
ed the country editor, whose progressive ideas and 
integrity made him an influence over much of the 
state until his death in 1929. An example of his cour- 
age and independence was his support of Senator 
Brookhart at a time when scarcely any other Iowa 
Republican newspaper did so. 

Charles Wonser was a Mason and an Odd Fellow, 
and always a staunch Methodist, whose influence on 


young men of Tama was exerted through his Sunday » 


School Class on Sunday mornings and through his 
avid support of their football team the rest of the 
week. He had a wonderful wife in Josephine Patter- 
son, who came from a family of missionaries and 


with whom he worked and sang in the church 
throughout his life. With her support he made the 
Herald one of the finest small-town newspapers in 
the Middle West. About the only vacation he took 
from it was a fortnight each August, trout-fishing 
with other Tama men in Wyoming, for he loved the 
West and fishing. And when he knew he was likely 
to die, he packed his bag to start for the hospital and 
then sat down to finish a particularly fine Easter 
editorial for the next week’s paper—his last—before 
taking the train. 

Charlie Wonser represented as well as anyone 
could the achievement and realization which Mort 
and Julia had hoped to see in their own lives when 
they first came to Tama. They had produced a big 
and happy family, and the small town had been very 
good to them. They lived to see the fruition of their 
beginnings. Julia died in 1924, Mort in 1929, just a 
few months after Charlie’s death. 

Ella lived on in Tama until her death in 1940, Flora 
until hers in 1953. Vera still lives in the family home, 
and Richard, Marjorie, and Hope come back to visit. 
Their grandparents and eight of their uncles and 
aunts lie in the earth on the pleasant slope of Oak 
Hill, overlooking the Iowa River Valley. 

As for so many Tama families, the town’s first 
century has been a good era for this one, and the 
descendants will never forget it. 


MR. AND MRS. ELMER GERRISH TIMS 


Elmer Gerrish Tims, son of Josiah Bennett Tims 
and Phinette Gerrish Tims, was born in Tama May 
3, 1878. After finishing Tama High School he became 
a partner with his father in the grocery and dry 
goods business. “J. B. Tims and Son” put up the 
store building where Gamble’s are now and they 
were in business there for over thirty years. Elmer 
was married to his childhood sweetheart, Vera Won- 
ser, in 1911. He built a home at 1201 State Street, and 
two boys were born into the family, Richard and 
Charles. 

Sliding down the long hill on the bobsled that E]- 
mer made, flying kites in the pasture across the 
road, camping at Deer Creek, swimming and skating 
at the Reservoir, they made Tama their playground. 
Tama had much to give Elmer's family; a home for 
their faith, the Methodist Church, good schools and 
teachers, a townful of friends and neighbors and a 
beautiful countryside to enjoy. 

Charles died in 1922 when he was not quite seven 
years of age. Richard finished Tama High School, 
graduated from Cornell College, and from Columbia 
University and was Instructor in history at Columbia 
University and at Trinity College, in Hartford, Con- 
necticut. He was First Lieutenant in the Army of the 
United States and an employee of the Department of 
State from 1945. He served at the United States Em- 
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bassy in Warsau, Poland, as Research Attache, and 
was appointed First Secretary of the American Em- 
bassy at Prague, Czechoslovakia, in 1957. In 1960 he 
was recalled to the State Department in Washington 
to become Officer-in-charge of Polish, Baltic, and 
Czechoslovakia affairs. 

Richard married Glenn Tribou of Duluth, and they 
have four children: Paul, 13, Margaret, 11, Wilson, 
10, and Monica, 8. 

Their home is in Bethesda, Maryland, and the 
three older children are in school in England. To 
Richard and his family Tama is home, the August 
visit and the Pow-Wow are in red letters on their 
calendar. 

After the death of J. B. Tims, Elmer and Vera 
went to California where Elmer's sister, Myrtle, liv- 
ed with her husband, Fred W. Grout, in Pasadena. 
Elmer died there in 1941. 

Vera returned to live in Tama. 
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HARRY J. FERGUSON 


The middle west abounds in early families who ex- 
pected to work, who taught their children to work, 
for learning, for freedom to act and think, for com- 


fort, for happiness. Here is such a family and its 
beginnings in Tama in 1869, a year when Tama was 


‘raw, rough and new, when it offered opportunity to 


the eager and adventurous. 


YEAR 1935 


Front row: Vera Tims, Ida Soleman, Myrtle Tims, Edith 
Tims, Belle Ferguson, Alda Richards. 
Back row: Frances Spooner, Blanche Seabert, Lech Storm, 


-Grace Withington, Myrtie Pratt, Clytie Brooks. 


Family trees are interesting only to the people in 
them. But the ways and reasons of their growing tells 
the story for everybody. 

1869 was the year that Reuben Hitchcock Ryan, re- 
cently discharged from the Union Army, came west 
to Tama with his wife Catherine, his baby son, Earl, 
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and Catherine’s parents, the Jennings. He came to 
find opportunity and security for his family, after 
the Civil War. He chose Tama for his venture and 
opened a dry-goods store. As the Tims had opened a 
grocery store and the Murdoughs a hotel. 

Eleven years later there were two Ryan sons, Earl 
and Charles, and a daughter, Isabelle, just bom. 
Earl and Charlie left Tama as young men and went 
East to make their fortunes. Just as their father had 
come west to make his. Belle Ryan, the youngest, 
grew up in Tama, alone with her father. Her grand- 
parents and Mother had died when she was very 
young. Understandably, she treasured her friend- 
ships more than most children. ; 

She married Harry J. Ferguson after graduation 
from Cornell College and they went to Sioux City to 
live. But Belle Ferguson had so deep-seated love for 
this small town in which she grew up, and the peo- 
ple, that she could not stay away. So the young cou- 
ple came back in a year, never to regret it. 

Harry Ferguson started his law practice in Tama 
in 1902, and bought a funny little house on a hill on 
the edge of town. The family grew, first Jean, then 
Robert, then Anna Catherine, and the house grew, 
room by room, with them. For 20 years Grandfather 
Ryan was there too. 

The Ferguson home on the hill was full for forty- 
seven years, of Jove and joy and fun and tragi-come- 
dies. The children left for school and came back, 
more often than not bringing friends with them, for 
everybody was welcome. They left for marriage and 
came back with their families for long visits, as to a 
lode-star, to Tama where they had lived their most 
meaningful years, to deep roots. 

In 1948 Harry Ferguson died in the middle of a 
golf game, on his beloved golf course across from 
the Ferguson home. He would not have chosen bet- 
ter. 

Now the family is scattered. Belle Ferguson and 
Jean in New York, Robert in Texas, Anna Catherine, 
four children and a grandchild in Florida. They re- 
spect Reuben and Catherine Ryan, Harry and Belle 
Ferguson for choosing to give their children the se- 
curity and freedom and realities the wide-eyed look 
at the world, of a small, friendly middle-western town. 
It has proven a healthy and invaluable heritage. 
Tama is a part of them and they of Tama. 


LEWIS CARMICHAEL 


Lewis Carmichael, son of Zophar Carmichael and 
Sarah Eldred was born May 7, 1825, in Middletown, 
Orange County, New York, and died at the home of 
his son, Stephen, one mile west of Tama, November 
11, 1912. His paternal great-grandfather was from 
Scotland, the Edreds from England, and settled in 
Orange County about the time of the American Revy- 
olution. 
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Quoting from the Iowa Volume of the United States 
Biographical Dictionary, published in 1878: “One of 
the most enterprising canal and railroad contractors 
in the northwest is Lewis Carmichael, Tama City, 
Iowa. He filled contracts on railroad in New York, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Iowa, Wisconsin, Nebras- 
ka, the Dakotas, Colorado and Utah. He never took 
a contract without finishing it. 

At fifteen years of age, Lewis commenced railroad- 
ing beginning as a ‘jigger. In a short time he be- 
came foreman and a little later general superintend- 
ent of construction, operating sometimes on canals 
and railroads, more often on railroads. 

The first tunnel ever built in Illinois he built at La- 
Salle in 1853. His last work of railroading was on the 
Union Pacific road and Chicago Northwestern in 
Wisconsin. In 1865 he contracted to build the Union 
Pacific road from Promontory Point, Utah, where, 
upon its completion in 1869, the Golden Spike was 
driven.” (End of quote.) 

There is a cut near Sheridan Hill, Wyoming, that 
is known as “Carmichael’s Cut.” 

He built the entire northern Jowa railroad frorn 
Tama to the Minnesota line. He had charge of the 
unloading of the first locomotive that entered Louis- 
ville which had been brought from Pittsburgh by 
boat. 

During part of these years that he was railroading, 
he lived in Davenport and Muscatine. He came to 
Otter Creek Township, Tama County, in 1857. In 1867 
he moved to Tama where he built the brick mansion 
which for many years was one of the town’s architec- 
tural triumphs. 

The bank of Tama was opened in 1870 with Lewis 
as President. 

He was married to Mary E. Bunce, a native of 
Hartford, Connecticut. She died March 4, 1873. Nine 
children were born to them: Ella, Henry, Edwin, 
Charles, Stephen and Agnes (twins), Harriett, Lina, 
twin of Sadie. who died when very young. 

He and his wife were charter members of the First 
Baptist Church and donated the land to the Baptist 
Church as long as services were heid at the location. 
If not used, it would revert to the estate. 
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He was a Knights Templar; a Mason and he re- 
ceived the 32nd Degree at Lyons, Iowa. In politics, 
he was a staunch Republican. 


STEPHEN DECATUR CARMICHAEL 


Stephen Decatur Carmichael, son of Lewis Car- 
michael and Mary E. Bunce Carmichael, was bom 
July 4, 1862, on a farm in Otter Creek Township, Ta- 
ma County, Iowa, and died March 19, 1955. 

In 1868, the family moved to Tama where the fath- 
er had built a large three story house in the present 
location of the Robert Blythe home between Siegel 
and Central Streets. 

Steve attended the Tama Public Schools and later 
attended a business college in Chicago, Illinois. He 
spent his lifetime in Tama community with the ex- 
ception of two years in young manhood when he 
worked in Mason City and five years in Johnson City, 
Tennessee. 

Following his marriage to Jessie Ada Fowler, on 
March 26, 1902, at her home in Tama, he farmed his 
father’s place one mile west of Tama. He also oper- 
ated a dairy there for a number of years, delivering 
milk to Tama homes and to restaurants. 

In 1929 he moved to Tama with his wife and daugh- 
ter, Thelma, their only child. 

Always interested in mechanics and machinery he 
opened a “Fix-It-Shop” downtown in the early 1930’s. 
He was first located in an old frame building on M- 
Clellan Street west of the Milwaukee depot. Later he 
moved to the Bancroft building on State Street across 
from the Twin City laundry. In his shop he made 
keys, fixed locks, filed saws, repaired furniture and 
did almost any repair job that required a skilled 
craftsman. 

Mr. Carmichael’s know-how with tools led him to 
invent a wheeled screened baby crib, a play-pen 
type of vehicle, which he had patented. He started 
manufacturing them himself but several years later 
sold the business to the Embossing Company of Al- 
bany, New York, from which he received a royalty. 

Mr. Carmichael was a member of the Tama Meth- 
odist church and the official board of that church, 
and served as secretary of the church board and was 
head usher for many years. He was also secretary 
of the Sunday School for twenty years. 

During his lifetime he was a member of the 
1.0.0.F. Lodge and the Modern Woodmen Lodge. He 
was a charter member of the Tama County Farm 
Bureau. 

In 1921 and 1922 he served as County Supervisor 
for this district. He also served as Treasurer of the 
Oak Lane rural school west of Tama. 


JAMES BROOKS 


James Brooks and Louis Carmichuel (grandfather 
of Thelma Carmichael) were very successful and ac- 
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JAMES BROOKS 


cumulated considerable wealth in helping to dyna- 
mite and prepare the way for building the Union Pa- 
cific Railroad. About 1869 James Brooks made many 
land purchases in the Tama, Toledo and Gladstone 
areas. 


James Brooks built the beautiful large brick home 
which was known as the Brooks Mansion. It stood 
where the present Tama High School is located. 


ARTHUR BROOKS 


James Brooks died in 1885 and his son, Arthur 
Brooks, who had been farming inherited a great deal 
of his fathers money and property. Arthur Brooks 
then moved to town. At this time Harry Brooks, son 
of Arthur, was three years old. Other sons were Fred, 
now in California; Ralph and Charles, both deceased. 


In 1893 Arthur and Will Brice bought an 80 acre 
farm in the north part of Tama and divided it into 
building lots, now known as Brooks & Brice Addition 
to the City of Tama, Iowa. The original farmhouse 
on this land is now the home of Mrs. Ralph Corns. 
A hog lot was filled and the first home to be built in 
the new addition is the home which was later sold to 
Earl Spooner. Milton Lewers then purchased the 


4 aes’ 
SRT tht weas 


bd 5 : 2 J & J . 5 } 1 
SR Be RAE ph nt Ea) 
: ’ - ees oo Sik ei 2 
> al. we, re ar 
rey ag pean ihre: Herbie f 


‘Dwg ah 


A 


ot aes ' i 
ae ew 
aes a m pa 
ba rik bo 
Rabi 7 id ' ae 
Mati len 
a ae 


mah oF yaighat ot dileow ollavshisae betabnes 
aS cain) edt gaiblied wd-qnur add open, bao slim 
rom oat alee onl AL mods bnlel able 
“éntthell tae otalolT .atmaT wt oi eestor baal 
eh! MADRE 
ano dane epi fpltand ah shud ghnend 
Cente 2h LaetamreY. Winery set eo commend zone chia 


Saggronn i jaw pli awl tnsenq ot wisi ace 
2NOORS AVHTAA 


wihtts wee aid bee Weed af bel loot piel. cane 
larch Jone 4 Watered vititesal ated beal-onw whem eaten 

ater volte eqieg bore onan eyed dit WM “ 
iti edi xen oat th Wh woot at hover n6@ gis 
Dah coer sented maey soil ew aA he bt 


i : : dist i . 
ia Na aes Sarl 
gia Siar’ era yay ol Exe 


iilr 4 
' 


aft r 


home. It is now owned by Ben Morris, attorney with 
the firm of Hyland and Hyland. 

Arthur Brooks also purchased the 80 acres south of 
the Catholic Cemetery. Later Fred Brockhausen, who 
was in the lumber business, bought some of this !and 
and before the year 1900, built the home which is now 
owned by Mrs. H. T. Cherry. ° 

Arthur was a lover of horses. The large barn be- 
hind the home on McClellan street housed a horse 
and buggy for each son. Harry Brooks smilingly re- 
calls, “It wasn’t hard for us to find a girl.” Arthur 
Brooks and his friend Henry Soleman owned horses 
and raced them all throughout this area. They often 
bought enough horses to fill a stock car. These horses 
were taken to Chicago and sold at auction. 

The Arthur Brooks and Henry Soleman families 
vacationed in Hot Springs, Arkansas, every year. 
During the Chicago Fair (1893) they shipped their 
teams and buggies ahead by train and rented a house 
in the city for their stay at the Fair. 


HARRY BROOKS 


In 1907 when Harry Brooks was 22 he married Cly- 
tie Devor. The wedding took place in the Devor’s 
yard. The Devors rented their home from Mur- 
doughs. The Murdough house stood where the Tama- 
Toledo Country Club is now located. To make way 
for the new golf club the large house was divided in 
two and moved. One part is the present home of Mrs. 
Charles Hayek on East Fifth street. The other part 
was the home occupied by the Harry Sincox family 
and now owned by Joe Kacer. 

To this union was born a daughter, Meredith, in 
1909 and and a son, Robert in 1912. Meredith died at 
the age of 2 years and 2 months. Mrs. Brooks passed 
away in 1956. 

Mr. Brooks had retired from the Central Fibre 
Products Company but remains active in different 


hobbies. 


ROBERT BROOKS 


Robert Brooks the son of Harry Brooks is General 
Manager of Downey Box Plant, a division of the 
Packaging Corporation of America. He is married 
to Betty Spaulding of Grinnell, Iowa. She was an 
English teacher in the Tama Public Schools. Their 
children are Barbara, at home and Robert Jr., who 
is married to Cheri Jean Keltner. Both are students 
at Lawrence, Kansas. 


JUDGE JOHN C. VERMILYA 


John C. Vermilya was born September 11, 1803, in 
Delaware County, N.Y. His first wife, Catherine 
Murphy of Jackson County, Indiana, died in the 
year of 1823. 

His second wife was Mary Ann Carter. To this un- 
ion four children were born, one of whom was the 
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mother of Harry Brooks, Sr. The second Mrs. Ver- 
milya died in 1870. The Judge then married Mary 
Ann Carpenter, a native of Devenshire, England, in 
1871. 

He came to Tama, Iowa, in 1852 to farm. He built 
the large brick home which stood on the farm later 
called the Marken Acres, this is now owned by Ed 
Skala. 


The large brick house was used by Judge Vermilya 
as the Tama County Courthouse until the present 
courthouse was built in Toledo. 


MR. AND MRS. ANDREW J. BLODGETT 
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Andrew J. Blodgett, a pioneer of Tama County, 
owned and operated the first lime kiln in Tama 
County, located on a tract of land west of Montour. 
This was in the late 1850’s and 1860's. He built a 
cabin on the land and this was their home for severa! 
years. Here their four children were born. 

After disposing of the property he moved with the 
family to Tama. He became a bridge builder and 
built many of the county bridges. He purchased half 
a block on Park Street and built the house that still 
stands on the corner of Park and 6th Streets. A large 
barn was also built to stable the horses that were 
the only form of transportation to move the bridge 
building equipment from one job to another. The pic- 
ture shows the crew building a bridge over Deer 
Creek west of Tama. 

Mr. Blodgett was a cripple, having lost one limb 
while a young man. He walked with a crutch and a 
cane. He would run two crews some of the time and 
they were given board and lodging with the family, 
and what a table my grandmother would set. 

Bridge construction was slow and even crude com- 
pared to present day methods. They used a pile driv- 
er, a large derrick, with a heavy iron hammer that 
was pulled to top of the derrick by horses and would 
trip and fall on the pilings that were used for founda- 
tion of the bridges. It took many, many trips to drive 
each piling. The bridges were all of wood. Heavy 
wooden girders were placed on top of piling and very 
thick planks were laid for the floor of the bridge 

Thus the streams were spanned and _ highways 
were extended for transportation to all parts of Ta- 
ma County. Although a far cry from present day 
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highways, they answered the need and served the 
purpose. 
Article by Mrs. Mattie Knight Schroder, 
Granddaughter of Andrew J. Blodgett 


MR. AND MRS. FRANK WOLCOTT 
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MIDLAND HOTEL—WOLCOTT PROPERTY 
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FORMER WOLCOTT FEED BARN 


Mr. Frank Wolcott came to Tama and purchased 
the Midland Hotel, now known as the Central Hotel, 
from Miss Kate Hartsock in 1901. In 1904 they sold 
the Hotel to an out of town party and it was later 
sold to Mr. Joe Bancroft of Tama. 

Mr. Wolcott owned many properties in Tama, 


among them a livery stable and junk yard, the brick 
building now owned and occupied by Merle Kensing- 
er, the Wolcott Feed Barn which he bought of Balt- 
zer Kriegel about 1900 and it burned down in 1934. 
The front lots were then leased to Royal 400 Com- 
pany and later sold to them in 1936. The back lots 
were sold to the City of Tama, after the death of 
Mr. Wolcott in 1937 and are now used as a City park- 
ing lot. 

Mr. Wolcott was a descendant of Oliver Wolcott 
who signed the Declaration of Independence. 


Frank Wolcott and Sarah Diana had three daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Gertrude Corns, Mrs. Fred Dolash and 
Mrs. Lester Boriskey, all of Tama. 


MR. AND MRS. J, L. BRACKEN 


MR. AND MRS. J. L. BRACKEN 


Mr. J. L. Bracken was bom Oct. 17, 1844, at Port- 
land, Ill. He was educated at Morrison, IJl., and at- 
tended the University of Michigan and Grinnell Col- 
lege. He served in the Union Army 75th volunteer In- 
fantry of Illinois. 

In 1867 he came to Tama and engaged in the grain 
business. In 1875 Mr. Bracken became a stockholder 
in the First National Bank and in 1880 was chosen as 
President of the Bank succeeding B. A. Hall. In 1890 
he withdrew from the grain business and devoted his 
entire attention to the interest of the bank. He served 
as President for 40 years, also as Mayor of Tama for 
three terms. 

On July 16, 1878, he was married to Miss Nettie 
Adams, a native of La Crosse, Wisconsin. Miss 
Adams came to Tama to teach music. She received 
her education at Portage, Wisconsin, High Schooi and 
attended Downer College at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
She studied music under Florenz Ziegfield at Chicago 
Musical College and voice at Fifth Avenue Conserva- 
tory of Music in New York 

She came to Tama in 1876 to teach music. In those 
first days of teaching voice and piano, Miss Adams 
rode back and forth from one town, to the other, on 
a train which consisted of a dinky steam engine and 
a caboose. She trudged from home to home giving 
lessons to forty people. 


: ray mae Pe 
mal 


‘ Pe 


n. wight ott hw is oar Nei int a“ 
; | Sontag yy he fats al aol ot breugis ona 
_ thas elt Tanct eur. here? Suen Sie ke 


‘ hecte tn ol wt oy id ~ YD shertths) peer Pr) a) 
; soon te lin aehes Toll vere! ait ul ay: 
4 mt 


4 MEMDARS Pir 24M quA am °° Be 


ete eT 
wa #4 vee f “2 fs q bs 4, a q 7 
i ; ae } N Pe oe! ONT ’ \ oe 
{ je ite! Mast i hee : By ae ae aR ae Mi 
‘. ey “A : Vs ap) * Te ere f; Meopal tvaal ee eh hh } i ih 
4 6 yy" : iv Ah ai ia i 
vd ye acl yl OR aD echas n | iia: 
bo of B oe + : aia TR te taal a ee 
on, ’ ¢ Cg Poe ok oa Rite nen vee 
j “4 : my : , i Sci Sea nN, 2 bhi Wars ope ts 
a ae + 
ie ; Oiha cam : VTRIOOAY remanent eon 
“ae < 
*. \ if “ A a erent 
ra 4 © a | 
. « =" fs . a 
. \ ¢ ws { A oo A ' 
~ ; } ‘ \ a oa ¥ on t 
& a. Vis a in ad i ; 
MREMSG 3 A RAM OHA BA. ‘ o*), iy A ae ‘4 
4 ‘ 
[iw Fan a Ys din ae 
+109 MAL 7) 228) ntnd aw corp ah 4M i rig atte Th Wh 


on bit J oid Me hataaale way, vod ie bysal \ al (Cte Woda 
‘oy pan) bas nayililt Us piervinl off babaot t bi 
a! soutaulos att eines, aoial ort of bore oF) gel th aber , 
-— wont Bai ii is i bh saaagtt remo hy adhe! ee : ves ie by es 
“bane -» |) A bees bere aoonT at erie el SRL al 
tolhindtante @ een Parr] motnand shh f° EE wi qarwerzaer! Ril any ‘roasow niet 7% ome se 
th stinky caw OAT ni hoe dnc (anon taf alt a , 
Wr! of alt 4 4 yulheaous tach + lo yoablen? M is 
ey: lena bere awcmod alam ott mod vestbelphw al 
Soorer of gland ols ds teszohed oct of mobtornty Webdae 
tot cae T ls ered eo Odie eusy Ob 50) Lapbiendy 
20m ori ‘ EE : 
1967. enitA ot hatioacn caw ol BTEL OL gel «O07 ry ae yw erry 
“iM ocatetW seed) al jo eviter «2. aba ae Rigi. My See ’ 
biviyous af@ siruta_soem ar reuT ob anes woebA a hie Sian ma 
beads boii’ mai HheoncelW saat 6 mckteraitrs weds aA “it 
» » Megtentl? Piedad IV, 34 ratte, a 
dag cxieh) ty pene sed t reba sty ‘bypitcad 
wera ‘wsieeehs avy a gator bare saci 
Bika mY gers aod ee Sen 
Ne Search A my yay ve eae 
Rare v 4 eee rh 
A Pace hg ir ou a oe | tthe i er i* ap aw we 


san 


cr 6.3 aes arn 

“ vi mk 7 oe ‘ 3m ‘ 

ph i ne idk 7% j 

ner i ie 5 * im 


se 


pent y v 


sain o? 


a) 
y 
% a, 
* F eee ne = ae 
24 Yd) eat RIES am weet 3 
at hoy — eo) 


Va — 
pe SIE ibe: 
5 eer lal 


Pex 4 ; igi ae a ae path Sg a aw nncesen nts 


A 7 r 

sand Ee bie: soo ws poe ae bg tas Meee hee Meh oS Ae Li iaser ine 

ae Pe Eee ge Ds eae we y oe saagehs ah ey re LP a eked We ar A AS kd pd ca kets 
pS ee eH that) eS Rtas Se SW Ee eB ar Ce Lee an) Seale ey) RO Oa BS 


i 


———p— 


OLD APPLETON HOUSE 
Location of Old Mineral Well 
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APPLETON BARN 


The Appleton Place 


Located at the top of a hill at the intersection of 
Beautiful and Ninth streets, the Appleton place has 
occupied an important place in the history of Tama. 
It was recognized as one of the show places of the 
city with its spacious grounds where many lawn 
parties were held in the early 1900's. 

The Appleton family sold the property to their son- 
in-law, Attorney S. C. Hluber, who was later (in about 
1915) was appointed Governor of Hawaii. About five 
years ago the acreage was purchased by St. Patrick’s 
parish and a new parochial school was erected on 
what was formerly the farmland portion of the prop- 
erty. ; 

One of the more unusual features of this property 


was a mineral well which was located in the wooded 
portion of the acreage. This well was designated by 
the Appletons in the property deed as a public well 
which was always to be open to all who wished to 
obtain mineral water at no cost, provided they did not 
offer it for sale. 

This water was said to contain minerals which were 
beneficial to health and people were known to come 
from far away to obtain it. At one time the Acme Bot- 
tling Co. bottled a small amount as a public service 
and charged only for the bottles used and the cost of 
bottling it, as it could not otherwise be sold. 

The well deteriorated in the years the property was 
occupied by tenants and was finally abandoned. 
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After her marriege to Mr. Bracken she served the 
community in literary circles. She wrote to Andrew 
Carnegie and the result of her efforts, is the present 
Tama Public Libarary. She served many years as 
Secretary of the Library Board. She helped organize 
the Octagon and Clover Clubs, and belonged to East- 
ern Star. She was organist and Director of the choir 
of the Presbyterian Church for many years. 
~ To this union were born two children, Rachel Alice 
(Mrs. Carl Brice) and Thompson James. 
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Mrs. Alice Bracken Brice studied piano with her 
mother. She graduated from Rockford College, Illi- 
nois, with a B.A. Degree. While there she was the ac- 
companist for the voice teacher who gave her sing- 
ing lessons in return. She had one more year of piano 
and one year of Pipe Organ at Grinnell College. 

She married Carl S. Brice, who with his father, 
Tom Brice, operated the Brice Mercantile Company 
which is now the Kilcoin Department Store. 

Three children were born to them: Winifred An- 
nette who died when 18 months old; Barbara Carleen 
who has a B.A. Degree from Cornell College, a Mas- 
ters Degree from Iowa City and one from Tallahas- 
see, Florida, and who is now living in Tucson, Ari- 
zona, with her husband and two daughters and is 
teaching at the University there. 

Norman has a B.A. Degree from Cornell College 
and an M.A. and Ph.D. Degree from the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. He served in the Psychological sec- 
tion of the Air Force in World War II and is now liv- 
ing with his wife in Chico, California. He is Associate 
Dean of Students, Director of Counseling, and Pro- 
fessor of Psychology at California State College at 
Chico. 

Mrs. Brice is principally known for her musical ac- 
tivities. She has been a teacher of piano and voice 
for 15 years and was organist and choir director at 
the Methodist Church for 25 years. On December 16, 
1923, sponsored by the Philharmonic Musical Socie- 
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ty, she directed a choir of 42 Tama musicians in 
Handel’s Oratorio “The Messiah.” 
' James Bracken, Mrs. Brice’s brother, graduated 
from Grinneil College where he married Mattie Ellis 
of Vinton, Iowa. They had one girl, Ellis, who mar- 
ried a lawyer in Mason City, Iowa. She was a fine 
pipe-organist and pianist. She died in 1952. 

James operates the Bracken Insurance Agency in 
Mason City. 


GRANGER FAMILIES 


Granger families have lived in Tama for a century. 

The first Grangers coming to Tama were William 
and Matilda Granger with their daughter, Dora, and 
son, Rosal (better known as Colonel). They had lived 
in the east and traveled from there in a covered wa- 
gon to New Ulm, Minnesota. 

After settling in Minnesota there was an uprising 
of the Sioux Indians. An Indian friend of the Gran- 
gers warned them of an attack being planned on the 
community of New Ulm. So the Grangers left this 
community in 1862 and traveled south to Tama Coun- 
ty. It was learmed later that this village had been in 
the region of one of the worst Indian massacres. 

The Grangers settled on a farm near Tama and 
later moved to Tama where William operated an 
implement store on the lot now occupied by Perry’s 
Clover Farm Store. 

Colonel attended the grade school in Tama. As a 
boy he helped in his father’s store and then worked 
on the railroad. He married Lettie Smith and to 
them was born Arch. Lettie died soon after Arch was 
born. 

In 1886 Colonel married Mae Anderson. Mae and 
Colonel Granger had two sons, Ralph and Earl. 

Colonel gave up his railroad work and started a 
painting and paper hanging business. Ralph and Earl 
both worked with their father. 

In 1941, at the age of 84, Colonel passed away. His 
wife, Mae, is still living. She is 92 years old and lives 
at the Arp Nursing Home. Mae Granger was born in 
Tama and lived here all her life. She is considered 
one of the oldest residents born and raised in Tama. 

Ralph Granger married Anna Brandt of Toledo, 
whose. parents emigrated from Germany in 1880. 
Ralph lived in this community most of his life with 
the exception of two years in California and a short 
period in Minnesota. He always worked in the paper 
and paint business. Ralph passed away in 1957. His 
death was due to a respiratory ailment. 

To Ralph and Anna Granger were born two sons, 
Earl and Carl. Earl lives on a farm south of Tama. 
His son Charles is a student at Iowa State University 
at Ames and his daughter, Julie, is a junior in Tama 
High School. Carl lives in Appleton, Wisconsin, and 
is employed by the Appleton Coated Company. He 
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has four daughters, Linda, a student at college, and 
Leanne, Lori and Lisa at home. 

The older Earl Granger was in the painting busi- 
ness with his brother, Ralph. He married Mary Jones 
and after her death he later married Daisy Berger 
Ross. Earl had always lived in the Tama commun- 
ity. He passed away in 1955. 
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Jacob Gatjens was bom in Mittelkirche, Germany, — 


September 12, 1836, and passed away at Tama, Iowa, 
May 15, 1917. 

He came to this country in 1861, landing in Califor- 
nia, where he worked in a gold mine. His cousin be- 
came very ill and wanted to go back to Germany to 
die in his old home, so Mr. Gatjens sold his interest 
in the mine and took him back to Hamburg, Ger- 
many. 

His experiences in America had been such, that he 
found it impossible to be contented in the land of his 
birth, and after a years residence in Germany he re- 
turned to the United States, locating in Toledo, Ohio. 
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There he married Margaret Jurss and three children 
were born to this union, Henry, John and Sesina. 


In 1869 they came to Tama. His wife passed away 
and in 1887 he married Mrs. Amelia Totzke Haase of 
Chicago. They had two children, Elsie and Marguer- 
ite and Mrs. Gatjens two sons by a former marriage, 
Max and Theodore Haase. 


In 1894 they moved to Chicago and had a grocery 
store on Halsted Street, but the children became ill 
so they moved back to Tama. 

Mr. Gatjens had a cafe and later a meat market. 
Mrs. Gatjens passed away in 1898 and Mr. Gatjens 
retired in 1899. He sold his store to the Potter Broth- 
ers and retired on an acreage. He passed away May 
15, 1917. His daughter Marguerite (Mrs. A. E. Wal- 
ton) passed away on July 23, 1960. 

Of his immediate family there remains his daugh- 
ter, Elsie Mason of Toledo, Iowa, a stepson Theodore 
Haase of Fresno, California, a granddaughter, Mrs. 
Durward Blake, Toledo, Iowa, a grandson, Robert 
Walton, of Toledo, Iowa, four great-grandsons, Keith 
Blake of Des Moines, Donald Blake, Albion, Larry 
and Paul Walton of Toledo and one great-grand- 
daughter, Cindy Walton of Toledo, two great-great- 
grandsons, Thomas and David Blake of Albion. 

The meat market that Mr. Gatjens owned is now 
occupied by Benda’s Tavern. 

Mr. Gatjens, in his prime, was a man of marked 
individuality and force of character. He had decided 
convictions on all questions of public policy and was 
never adverse to giving voice to them. In the early 
days of the town, he wielded a large influence. 

It was the old settlers of this vicinity who greatly 
missed him. 


MR. AND MRS. CHARLES CRAMOND 
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MR. AND MRS. CHARLES CRAMOND 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cramond were married Oc- 
tober 15, 1877, in Wyoming, Iowa, in Jones County. 
and came to Tama October 15, 1882. They came to 
Tama in a covered wagon. Their first night in town 
was spent in camp under a cotton wood tree in the 
southern part of town. 
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Their plans were to make their home in Kansas. 
Mrs. Cramond took sick and was unable to continue 
their journey. She was cared for by Mrs. N. E. Carnal, 
mother of Edwin Carnal, Mayor of Tama. 

Mr. Cramond got work at his trade as a mason and 
paper hanger and assisted the construction of many 
of the older residences and business blocks of the 
city. 

He built a home on the comer of 5th and Beautiful 
Street. The home now belongs to Mrs. Frank Hodina. 

They celebrated their Fiftieth Wedding Anniversa- 
ry October 15, 1927. Mrs. Cramond passed away 
April 8, 1933, and Mr. Cramond June 6, 1935. They 
were among the first members of the U. B. Church 
in Tama. Mrs. Cramond had a Sunday School class 
of little kindergarten children for years. 

Six daughters were born to them: Mrs. Elmer 
(Clara) Price, Mrs. Fred (Sylvia) Herschel, Mrs. 
Henry (Ella) Ehlers, Goldie, who passed away at the 
age of seven, Mrs. John (Alwildia) Campbell, Mrs. 
Dewitt (Sarah) Kern. 

At the time of their death they were the grandpar- 
ents of 11 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren. 

Clara and Mrs. John (Alwildia) Campbell are the 
only ones left of the family. 


BENJAMIN HALL FAMILY 
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BENJAMIN A. HALL 


Benjamin A. and Elizabeth Milhous Hall with their 
two small daughters came from Guernsey County, 
Ohio, to Tama County in 1857. They purchased land 
on which a part of the town of Tama now stands. 
Their log house was one of the first three tu be built 
in Tama. It was located at what is now the intersec- 
tion of Hall Street and E. 8th Street. The brick house 
which is now at this location was built by them at a 
later date. 

Mr. Hall was one of the incorporators of the First 
National Bank of Tama, and was elected its first 
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president. Through the efforts and perserverance of 
Mr. Hall and others, water power was brought to 
“Tama City” and the Tama Hydraulic Water Power 
and Manufacturing Company was organized. This 


brought industries to Tama which have made it a 
_thriving city. 


“Uncle Benny,” as Mr. Hall was called during the 
years of his later life, was always a strong advocate 
of temperance, and fought the liquor traffic in Tama 
as long as his health permitted. 

The two daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Hall were: Ada 
B. and Mary E. Ada B. Hall became the wife of Dr. 
W. T. Plumb, a young doctor who was associated for 
a short time with Dr. Corns, Sr., in medical practice 
in Tama. Dr. and Mrs. Plumb later established their 
home at Van Cleve in Marshall County, where he 
continued in his profession for many years. When ill 
health forced him to give up his medical practice, 
he and Mrs. Plumb and their six daughters retuned 
to Tama in 1900 to make their home, where they 
were very active in affairs of the community, espe- 
cially in the Methodist Church. The six daughters 
were Mary Edith, Jessie June, Stella May, Gertrude 
Helen, Alice Elizabeth, and Margery Ada. 

Mary Edith (Mamie) married William Warden and 
lived in Marshall County, where he farmed. Their 
five children all live in Marshall County. 

Jessie, now living in Los Angeles, California, mar- 
ried a south Tama farmer, Will Leonard and raised 
one daughter, Margaret. She now lives in Nashville, 
Tenn., with her husband, Rev. Glen Gothard, and 
two children, David and Sarah. 

Stella, the third daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Plumb 
married Joe Mitchell, manager of the local branch 
of Central Iowa Telephone Company. 

Gertrude and her husband, Lee Waiter Dowd, of 
Toledo, went to make their home in Canada where 
they farmed. They raised three children, Walter, 
Helen and Gordon. They all live on the west coast. 

Alice married Ben Morgan, in business in Toledo, 
where they lived and raised four children. 

Miles, the oldest, is now living in Pella, lowa, 
where he is manager of the telephone company. He 
married the former Edith Bohacek of Tama and 
they have two daughters, Jane and Jean. 

Rolland, manager of the commercial department 
of Iowa Electric Light and Power Company, has a 
new home in Tama. His wife was the former Harriet 
Martin of Tama. They have three sons, Jim, John 
and Jerry, and a daughter, Janis. 

Dorothy, the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ben 
Morgan, is the wife of Dean Spicher of Cedar Rapids. 
They are now living in Louisville, Kentucky. with 
their four children, Pam, Billy, Deanna, and David. 

Ben, the youngest son is living with his family in 
Dubuque, Iowa. He is the father of three children, 
Alan, Julie and Jeffry. 
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Margery, the youngest daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Plumb, never married and is living in Los Angeles, 
where she teaches school. 


Mary E. Hall, the youngest daughter of Benjamin 
and Mrs. Hall became the wife of Henry F. Carmich- 
ael, a businessman in Tama. They were the parents 
of three children, Lewis, Frank and Agnes. Agnes, 
the only one now living, is in California, where she 
and her husband, Glen Mosher raised two sons, Clay- 
ton and Gordon. 


MR. AND MRS. WILDER LEONARD 


Mr. and Mrs. Wilder Leonard came in early days 
from Wisconsin to live on a farm in Columbia Town- 
ship about 5 miles south of Tama. Their children 
were born at this farm. The family consisted of two 
daughters and one son. ida, who married Cal Mann, 
Cora, who married Jacob Shaff and William Henry, 
who married Jessie Plumb. 

In 1908 Mr. and Mrs. Leonard moved from their 
farm into Tama where they had bought the house 
which still stands at the corner of 9th and State 
Street. In early days this lot was the location of the 
first log school house in Tama. 

Mr. Leonard took up his interest in the G.A.R. of 
which he was a long time member and Mrs. Leonard 
in activities of the W.R.C. 


WILLIAM HENRY AHLBRECHT 


Mr. William Henry Ahlbrecht, pioneer business- 
man, died June 11, 1942, at 88 years of age. He was 
born in Iowa City, Iowa, on January 13, 1854, the son 
of Henry and Louise Ahlbrecht. On September 21, 
1876, he was married to Mary Matson, daughter of 
his employer, G. T. Matson. Three daughters sur- 
vive, Emma Ruth Abbot, Alda Dora Richards, Edith 
Louise Eichling. Also three grandhildren, Marian 
Abbott Jennings, Ruth Abbott Krider, William Henry 
Eichling. Also six great grandchildren, Mary Jen- 
nings Montgomery, Philip Krider, William Krider, 
Ruth Louise Eichling, Carol Wilson Eichling, Peter 
William Eichling, and one great-great-grandson, Jef- 
fry Alan Montgomery. Mr. and Mrs. Ahlbrecht were 
very devoted parents and great lovers of their home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ahlbrecht were members of the 
Methodist Church. Mr. Ahlbrecht served as president 
of the building committee when the present church 
was erected. They were active and interested in the 
welfare of the church and its members. They helped 
many young people to further their education after 
finishing high school. 

Mr. Ahlbrecht was very active in civic affairs and 
commanded the respect and trust of his associates. 
He served on the city council and Board of Educa- 
tion for many years and was the first president of 
the City Library Board. He was very much interest- 
ed in real estate and acquired many properties, 
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which he rented, improved and sold. He owned a fine 
grocery store and bakery. William Euler was a very 
faithful helper. 


DANIEL M. SHAFFER 


Daniel M. Shaffer came from Pennsylvania around 
1840 to Illinois. He was a steam engineer in his youth. 
He brought a steam engine across the Mississippi 
River at Davenport. Loaded it on wagons drawn by 
oxen and traveled with it to Iowa City, setting up the 
engine there for a flour mill. Not liking Iowa City at 
that time, he taught two young fellows to operate and 
take care of it. 

In the spring of 1858 he came to Tama County from 
Iowa City, stopping just east of Tama and bought 
land for $1.25 per acre. Living here a few years, he 
sold this farm and purchased a farm between Glad- 
stone and Long Point, and lived here for many years. 
Retired in 1907 and moved to Tama, and lived where 
the American Legion and the DX Oil Station now 
stands. 

After moving to Tama County he also became a 
well driller and drilled a number of wells in the 
Gladstone vicinity. 

He first married Sarah A. Staley, who came to Ta- 
ma County about the same time. To this couple six 
children were born: Kate, Clara, Nettie, William, 
Edward and Bell. 

The mother died in 1875, and Daniel married Vesta 
Ann Rice, and two children were born to this couple, 
Myrtle and Robert. 

Daniel died in 1910 and Vesta Ann died in 1918. All 
are buried in Hayes Cemetery, Northeast of Glad- 
stone. 


EDWARD SHAFFER 
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MR. AND MRS. EDWARD SHAFFER 


Edward Shaffer, son of Daniel and Sarah Shaffer, 
was born December 24, 1865, just east of Tara on a 
farm about a mile and a half, living here with his 
parents for a few years. Then the family moved to 
the Gladstone and Long Point vicinity where he 
went to school at Pleasant Valley. 

In his young manhood he farmed with his father, 
and later with his brother, William. 

In 1893 he married Anne F. Smith of South Tama 
and moved to a farm just west of the Pleasant Valley 
School House, living here for 7 years. Four (4) chil- 
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dren were born on this farm at this time. Roy L., 
Feb. 7, 1894; Earl, July 4, 1895; Marie Iva, Aug. 11, 
1896, and Floyd Dewey, April 30, 1898. Earl died Oct. 
14, 1895. The spring of 1900 the family moved about 
a mile and a half south of Tama, living here 3 years, 
two children were born on this farm, Dorothy Bell, 
March 16, 1900, and a baby boy in 1902, who only liv- 
ed several hours. 

In January, 1903, the family moved to Bolivar, Mo., 
where they lived 2 years. Harold Jesse was born here 
June 2, 1904. 

The parents became homesick, as all their rela- 
tives were in Iowa and they had never been away 
from home before. They sold the farm and moved 
back to Tama in December of 1904, living here for 
one year, then moved east of town on what is known 
as the Liston farm, living there for three years. Glen 
Thomas was born there April 29, 1906. 

The family then moved back to the farm which 
- they first started farming in 1893. Three children 
were born on this farm, Gertrude Alvina, Dec. 20, 
1909; Edna Mae, Dec. 11, 1911; Leon Wise, March 22, 
1914. Dorothy Bell died April 7, 1916, of typhoid fever. 

During World War I the family purchased a farm 
across from where the father spent his boyhood, and 
lived there until he retired from farming in 1933. 

Gertrude Alvina died of polio Nov. 1, 1920, and Le- 
on Wise was killed by a falling tree Dec. 23, 1930. 

The boys took over the farm, the mother stayed 
with the boys and daughter, and the father came to 
Tama and stayed in a trailer house on Peck Avenue 
in south Tama, where he lived until his death Jan. 
28, 1948. The mother died in Montezuma where the 
boys moved in July 27, 1942. Both are buried in 
Hayes Cemetery. 


ROY L. SHAFFER 
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ROY L. SHAFFER 


Roy L. Shaffer, son of Edward and Anne Shaffer 
was born Feb. 7, 1894, on a farm next to the Pleasant 
Valley School, a half mile west of the Gladstone 
Store. He first attended this school in the fall of 1899. 

The family moved south of Tama, and he went to 


school at Columbia No. 2 for three years. Then the 
family moved to Bolivar, Mo., where he went to the 
city school for two years. In December of 1904 the 
family moved back to Tama and lived in the city for 
one year, and Roy attended the city school. 

In the spring of 1905 the family moved east of Ta- 
ma where he attended the Houdyshell School for 3 
years. The family moved back to the old home place 
where he was born. 


He went to work for the neighbors for awhile, also 
helping out at home. 


In the spring of 1910 he left home on his own, work- 
ing at Sioux City, Ashton, South Dakota, Ellendale 
and Oaks, North Dakota. In the fall of 1910 he went 
west to the Pacific Coast and worked in a lumber 
camp at Cosomoplis, Washington, for a time; came 
home late in the fall and helped his father pick corn. 
The next spring, 1911, he left home and went to 
South Dakota and Minnesota for a while then came 
home and worked around Tama and Waterloo for 
several years. In 1916 he went to work for the Pitts- 
burg Bridge and Steel Co. and worked for this com- 
pany most of the time until he entered the Armed 
Service on January 26, 1918, serving in the Aviation 
Section, Signal Corps, stationed at Vancouver, Wash- 
ington, most of the time. He was discharged in Feb- 
ruary, 1919. He was not able to work for about a 
year, then started to work at the telephone and elec- 
tric light business. 

While working for the Inter-State Light & Power 
Co. he married Harriet Connter of Minneapolis, 
Minn., in July of 1926, and lived in various towns in 
Minnesota and Iowa. 

In 1927 while home on a visit, he was offered a job 
with the Central Iowa Telephone Company, which he 
accepted and held until October 1933, when he went 
into business for himself, doing electric work, car- 
penter work, and contracting until Sept. 8, 1944, 
when he was badly crippled up in an accident and 
had to give up steady work. 

He moved to 111 East 6th Street in October of 1929 
and has lived at this address ever since. 

He belonged to the Odd Fellow Lodge and the 
American Legion for many years. He became inter- 
ested in this work and became an officer in these 
orders. He became Grand Patriarch of the Grand En- 
campment of Iowa in 1948 for one year, and then 
served as Grand Representative to the Sovereign 
Grand Lodge of the World for two years, and now 
holds a number of minor offices. 

In the Legion he became Commander of the Post 
in 1938, Post Historian in 1939 and still holds this posi- 
tion, became Third District Historian in 1957 and 
holds this position at the present time. 

He became president of the Tama County Histori- 
cal Society in 1953 and still holds this position. 

Harriett had been troubled with heart trouble for 
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some time and passed away Nov. 2, 1948, and was 
buried in Oak Hill Cemetery. No children were born 
to them. They took Donald R. Buss, a boy 2 years 
old and raised him until he finished college and serv- 
ed in World War II, where he was a pilot in the Navy 
Air Service. 

On Oct. 23, 1949, he married Joyce M. Waddle at 
Boone, Iowa. There were no children by this mar- 
riage. Joyce is very much interested in lodge work, 
and became a Grand Matriarch in Grand Encamp- 
ment Auxiliary of Iowa in 1950. 


JACOB F. CHERVENKA 
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JOSEPH F. CHERVENKA, JR. 


Jacob F. Chervenka emigrated from near Pilsen 
in what is now Czechoslovakia, in 1880, at the age of 
17. He started as a laborer for the Chicago North- 
western Railroad at Longpoint, transferred to Tama 
as section foreman and sent for his father, Jacob 
Chervenka and two sister, Mary (Kupka) and Sister 
M. Thaddeus (Rose). 

Jacob F. Chervenka married Mary Kozisek of Ta- 
ma in 1885. Two sons were born to this couple, 
Charles and Joseph F. Later a new home was built 
at 504 E. 3rd Street. In 1901 another home was built 
at 711 E. 6th Street. 

Joseph F. Chervenka married Grace DuPre of To- 
ledo in 1916. A new home was completed in 1918 at 
600 Garfield Street. Joseph F. was employed as a 
switchman for the Chicago Northwestern Railroad. 
A son, Joseph C., was born in 1918. 

Joseph C. Chervenka was married to Bette Zeigler 
of Marshalltown in 1946. He was city mail carrier for 
nearly 25 years prior to appointment as postmaster 
at Tama in 1961. Karl, Judy, Mark and Jan, children 
of this marriage, are fifth generation residents of the 


city. 
MR. AND MRS. JACOB WEBER 


Jacob Weber, a native of Prussia, Germany, was 
born September 27, 1830. When nineteen he emigrat- 
ed to the United States, locating in Ia forte, Indiana. 
He was married to Walberga Shadei. She died on the 
farm in Poweshiek County, leaving five children, 
who in later years became Mrs. George (Elizabeth) 
Youngman, Mrs. W. W. (Anna) Carpenter, Mrs. 
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House built by Jacob Weber in which the fourth generation 
is now living. 


Fred (Catharine) McCall, Mrs. W. H. (Lulu) Appel 
and a son, Joseph, who died in 1886 at the age of 23 

In 1870 Mr. Weber moved to a farm near Tama. 
In 1880 he married Mary R. Pryne. 

Mary R. Pryne was born in New York state of 
Dutch descent. Her mother died so she and three 
brothers moved with their father, Aaron, in 1858 to 
Benton County, Iowa. She taught school until her 
marriage to Jacob Weber. A daughter, Edith, was 
born in 1881. In 1887 they retired and moved to Tama, 
later building a home at 1107 McClellan Street. 

Jacob Weber died in California February 24, 1904, 
and Mrs. Weber died in 1918 at her home in Tama. 


MR. AND MRS. J. B. TIMS 


Josiah Bennett Tims was born on a farm near 
Sparta, Morrow County, Ohio, on November 23, 1541. 
He came to Iowa in March, 1865, taught the Linn 
Grove school near Marshalltown, that spring and in 
the fall came to Tama where he taught a year or 
two. The following fall he opened a grocery store 
and continued in business until 1890 when he went in- 
to the wholesale flour business. On December 16, 
1899, he opened a large General Store at Tama, in 
partnership with his son, Elmer. 

Twins, Phinette and Phils, were bor to Horatio 
Nelson and Susannah Austin Gerrish, November 19, 
1852, in Edinboro, Pa. Phils died in infancy. Phinette 
and J. B. Tims were married on December 14, 1870, 
and to them three children were born, Frank on Sep- 
tember 20, 1876, Elmer on May 3, 1878 and Myrtle on 
October 19, 1880. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tims lived at the Harmon House un- 
til their first home was completed on the corner 
north of the Catholic Rectory. Later this house was 
moved to the southwest corner of Fifth and Oswego 
Streets and replaced by a large new home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tims were early settlers and spent 
their entire married life in Tama. Mr. Tims died 
while he and his wife were spending the winter with 
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KENSINGER BOYS—NOVEMBER 20, 1914 
Merle, 10; Marvel, 5, and Ronald, 8. 
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ANNA CATHERINE FERGUSON and ROBERT BEALE, JR. 
Taken in Ferguson garden on the occasion of Tom Thumb 
wedding. 
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Mamie Schroeder's grandfather, father of the late George 
Carpenter, Justice of Peace in Tama. 
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Left to right: Raymond Anderson, Leonard Peska, Elmer Jacobsen, Robert J. Blythe, 


John L. Reid. 
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B.P.W. LADIES IN “FRONTIER DAYS” PARADE 
Left to right: Elma McRoberts, Connie McRoberts, Mable Brown, June Turner. Alice Hardon. 
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their daughter, Myrtle Tims Grout. Mrs. Tims in her 
later years lived in Tama spending part of the time 
in California. She passed away in Pasadena, Califor- 
nia. 


DR. AND MRS. FRANK B. TIMS 


Frank B. Tims was bom in Tama September 20, 
1876, son of J. B. and Phinette Tims. He attended 
the Tama School and Northwestern University. After 
receiving his degree in Dentistry he began practic- 
ing in an office now occupied by Dr. Bovenmeyer. He 
was married Nov. 30, 1907, to Edith Weber, daugh- 
ter of Jacob and Mary Weber. 

Edith May Weber was born May 27, 1881, in Pow- 
eshiek County. She moved to Tama with her parents 
at the age of five. She attended the Tama School, 
graduating in 1897, then graduating from Frances 
Shimer. After her father’s death she remained at 
home with her mother until her marriage to Dr. 
Frank B. Tims November 30, 1907. Dr. Frank B. 
Tims died of typhoid fever on May 25, 1909, and a 
daughter, Delight was bom in September after her 
father’s death. 

In 1921 Edith Tims and Blanch (Mrs. C. P.) Sea- 
bert were the first women to be elected to the Tama 
School Board. Mrs. Tims served as President of the 
School Board for two years. She also devoted a great 
deal of time to the Oak Hill Cemetery Association. 
Mrs. Tims died May 29, 1945, and was buried from 
St. Patricks Church in Tama. 


MR. AND MRS. M. L. SVACINA 


Marcellus (Mark) L. Svacina was born in Tama, 
Iowa, and attended St. Mary’s grade school (now 
called St. Patricks) and Tama High School, graduat- 
ing in 1927. In 1928 he attended Bradley University 
at Peoria, Illinois. After working as a watchmaker 
in Marshalitown, Iowa, and Rock Island, Illinois, in 
1933 he purchased the Hoffman Jewelry Co. in Mar- 
shalltown. On June 30, 1937, he married Delight Tims 
at St. Patricks Church, Tama, Iowa. 

Delight Tims was born in Tama and attended the 
Tama Public School. She went to Frances Shimer at 
Mt. Carroll, Illinois, for two years and graduated 
from Grinnell College. After graduation she taught 
for two years at Shellsburg, Iowa. In 1935 she resign- 
ed at Shellsburg and took a position as third grade 
teacher in Tama. 

After their marriage, Mark and Delight Svacina 
lived in Marshalltown for thirteen years. Mark was 
in the United States Air Force from July 1943 to No- 
vember, 1945, serving in Cairo, Egypt. Mrs. Svacina 
managed the Jewlry Store during his absence. Mark 
was very active in the State Jewelers Association, 
serving as Secretary-Treasurer for five years. After 
serving as Vice-President, he served two terms (1955- 
1956) as President. Although moving to Tama in 1950, 
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he continued in the Jewelry business in Marshall- 
town. 

On June 12, 1942, a son, Lawrence Mark, was born. 
He went to Franklin grade school in Marshalltown. 
When in the third grade he moved with his parents 
to Tama, where he attended St. Patricks grade 
school. While in Tama High School he was active in 
sports and chosen to attend Hawkeye Boys State. At 
the present time he is a Sophomore at Loras College, 
Dubuque, Iowa. 

The Svacina’s live in the house built by Jacob Web- 
er, grandfather of Mrs. Svacina. Larry is the fourth 
generation living in the family home. 
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L. HERMAN ROEKER, JOSEPH SVACINA—EARLY 1920's 


Mr. and Mrs, Jodok Puth came to Tama in 1868 
from Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. Mr. Puth operated 
a tailor and clothing store in partnership with his 
brother, Anton Puth. Their store was in the present 
location of the Willett & Willett law offices. 

The children of the Jodok Puth’s were: Tony, Al- 
bert and August Puth, Lucy (Puth) Weber, Elizabeth 
(Puth) Brooks, all deceased, and Mayme (Puth) 
Svacina. 

On June 2, 1908, Mayme Puth was married to Jo- 
seph Svacina. Mr. Svacina operated a harness shop 
in Tama from 1894 until his death in 1935. He was a 
trusted friend of the Sac and Fox Indians and their 
friend and adviser for many years. It was through 
his influence and direction that the first Tama Indian 
Pow-Wow was held in 1915. 

Joseph Svacina was the first white man to be in- 
ducted by the Mesquakie Tribe at Tama. He was 
given the name Wa-pi-ka-ti-wa (White Eagle) by 
Charles Davenport, now the oldest living Indian on 
the settlement, in August, 1915. 

The four children of Mayme and Joseph Svacina 
are: (1) Marcellus (Mark) who owns and operates 
the Hoffman Jewelry Store in Marshalltown, Lowa. 
He is married to Delight Tims. Their son, Larry, is 
a student at Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa. 

(2) Paul, who owns Svacina’s Jewelry Store at 
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Fairfield, Iowa. He is married to Jennie Courtney 
Bean, who has a daughter, Susie Bean, attending 
Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. 

(8) Mary, is the wife of Dale Bratton who owns 
and operates Toledo Cleaners, Toledo, Iowa. Before 
her marriage she served as Clerk of Court for five 
years, being appointed after the death of Arthur 
Kubicek. She was twice re-elected. Their daughter, 
Ann, attends St. Patrick’s grade school. 

(4) Gerald, married to Julia Zeman; their son, P. J., 
is a student at Tama High School. Gerald was ap- 
pointed Tama Postmaster in July 1949. July 1961 he 
took his present position as rural mail carrier. 

During World War II, all three of the Svacina sons 
served in the U.S. Army. Mark was stationed in 
Egypt, Paul in England, and Gerald in Japan. 
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Se. oe ae 
John Svacina and helpers putting in sidewalk just east we 
Harrison’s, about 1906, where the new News-Herald office is. 


Shown are: John Svacina, George Kupha, Johnny Svacina, Ho- 
mer Rutledge and Frank Slabach. 


John Svacina came from Bohemia when he was a 
very young child. Mary Bartos came from Bohemia 
when she was sixteen. They were married Dec. 5, 
1888, in Elberon, Iowa, and came to Tama to make 
their home. 

Mr. Svacina was one of the first cement workers 
in Tama and laid many of the walks and did con- 
struction work in the early days of Tama. Some of 
which are still in use. 

Their children are: Frank, master dye-maker at 
Clinton, Iowa; Helen Franks of Toledo, former sten- 
ographer at Willett and Willett’s; and Johnny and 
Agnes now deceased. 

Mr. Svacina died Jan. 1, 1924, and Mrs. Svaciua 
died April 15, 1942. 


SOLOMON MAYNARD FAMILY 
The Soloman Maynard family moved to Tama in 
1877. With the exception of three years spent in Idaho 
during their early married life, Tama was _ their 
home. Their residence for many years was at 801 
McClellan Street. 
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MR. AND MRS. SOLOMON MAYNARD 


Six children were bom to the Maynards. Two 
daughters, Lily and Ruby Maynard, died early in 
life. Fannie Brownell Maynard, their oldest daugh- 
ter, was very talented in Art and taught ladies Art 
classes in Tama, Traer, Brooklyn and other sur- 
rounding towns. At the World’s Fair in 1893, her 
works of Art won the first prize. Many of the older 
residents of Tama have Art work of her students in 
their homes. She married Ralph Van Vechten, bank- 
er, and lived in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and later in 
Chicago, Illinois. She continued her interest in paint- 
ing all her life. They had one daughter. 

Clifford .B. Maynard was a railroad engineer. He 
married and made his home in Sioux City, Iowa. 
They had three daughters. Kirke W. Maynard ran a 
bottling works (Pop Factory) in Tama for many 
years. (The building is now the property of Merle 
Kensinger Insurance Agency.) He later moved to 
Wahkaicus, Washington. He married Harriett Grif- 
fith, a former Tama resident. They lived in Vancou- 
ver, Washington. The Maynard’s youngest daughter, 
Leah, was born in Tama and lived here all her life. 
She attended college at Cedar Falls, Iowa, and 
taught in the public schools of Tama for a number of 
years. Many residents of Tama remember her as 
their teacher in the first grade. She married Henry 
F. Storm, Milwaukee Station Agent. They had one 
daughter. 

Soloman Maynard passed away in 1907 and Mrs. 
Maynard on December 11, 1922, at their home in Ta- 
ma, Iowa. They both retained an abiding interest in 
the affairs of the community. 


THE HENRY F. STORM FAMILY 


Henry Frederick Storm came to Tama in 1901 and 
entered the railway offices of the Chicago, Milwau- 
kee and St. Paul Railway Company in which situa- 
tion he remained a faithful employee up to the time 
of his death, March 21, 1937. He was united in mar- 
riage to Leah H. Maynard, a lifelong Tama resident. 
Mr. Storm was respected and loved by his neighbors. 
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Henry F. Storm (seated) and C. H. Tonner, station agents 
for Milwaukee road for many yecrs. 1917-18. 
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LEAH M. STORM 


He was a member of the Masonic Lodge and the 
Tama Commercial Club, of which he was a charter 
member. The Storm home was located at 303 E. 7th 
Street. 

Mrs. Storm was the daughter of Soloman and Mary 
Ann Maynard and lived here all her life. She gradu- 
ated from the Tama High School and Iowa State 
Teachers College at Cedar Falls, Iowa. She was em- 
ployed in the Tama Public Schools and taught the 
first grade for ten years. She was active in various 
organizations, being a charter member of the Octa- 
gon Club, secretary of the Library Board for 23 years 
and member of Eastern Star and P.E.O. When she 
passed away February 25, 1945, she left a host of 
friends in whose hearts she will always be remem- 
bered for her geniality, her frankness, her sincerity, 
her keen sense of humor, her poetic and literary 
mind and those sterling qualities which make and 
keep good and lasting friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. Storm were the parents of a daugh- 
ter, Marilyn, who still resides in Tama. 


THE DUANE CORY FAMILY 


Duane and Marilyn Cory have lived in Tama all 
their lives. Duane, the son of Mr. and Mrs. W. C. 
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THE DUANE CORYS 
Ronnie, Barbara and Henry 


Cory and Marilyn, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hen- 
ry F. Storm, all lifelong Tama residents. 

Both Marilyn and Duane graduated from the Tama 
High School. Duane spent three years in the Navy 
during World War II. Marilyn graduated from Drake 
University in Des Moines, Iowa, and Duane from I[o- 
wa Wesleyan at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. Duane is the 
local contract Driver Education teacher. At present 
he is operating within a forty mile radius of Tama. 
He has a Mobile Drivotrainer Bus Unit. 

Marilyn is active in various local organizations, 
O.E.S., Rainbow Girls, P.E.O., and Octagon Club. 
Duane is a member of the Masonic Lodge and Amer- 
ican Legion, being a Past Commander. 

The Corys have three children, Ronald, a fresh- 
man in high school, Barbara in 8th grade and Henry 
in 5th grade of the Tama Public School. 

The Cory residence is at 303 E. 7th Street. The 
home was built by James Bracken. As the Corys 
have come from families who have always lived in 
Tama they have saved many interesting antiques 
and momentos of early Tama. 


MR. AND MRS. WM. CLAIR CORY 


ERNIE HARLAN AND CLAIR CORY GARAGE-—About 1913 
WITH REGAL CARS PARKED 
Wm. Clair Cory was born to Henry D. and Lillian 


Trowbridge Cory on a farm south of town. He was 
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educated in Columbia township and Tama High 
School. 

He first started business as a partner of Erie Har- 
lan, a dealer in Regal, Haynes and Spaulding cars. 
Later they sold Fords. In 1928 he sold the business to 
Wm. E. Pitka. Following the death of his father in 
1930, then Assessor, he was appointed to fill his fath- 
er's unexpired term, an office which he held for thir- 
teen years. Later he was an inspector at the Joslyn 
Wood Plant until his retirement. 

He was married to Ethel Stuart, a teacher. Two 
sons were born: Gordon C. of Ventura, California, 
now photography technician at guided Missile Test- 
ing Station at Point Mugu, California. He married 
Lucille Ledvina of Chelsea and their children are 
Larry, Lynn, Lorraine Lee, Linda and Lanny. Melvin 
Duane of Tama, driver trainer instructor, married 
Marilyn Storm of Tama and they have three chil- 
dren, Ronald, Barbara and Henry. 


Mr. Cory was a member of Tama Hiram of Tyre 
Masonic Lodge and served as Secretary for eleven 
years. Mrs. Cory is a past Matron of Eastern Star 
and is now President of the Past Matrons Club. She 
has also been recorder of Royal Neighbor Lodge for 
nineteen years. 


CARRIE MELISSA KINLEY BURLEY 


Carrie Melissa Kinley Burley was bom February 
21, 1881, Moberly, Missouri. As a small child she 
came to Haven community with her mother, two 
brothers and two sisters. 

She graduated from Tama High School and took 
her nurses training in Carroll, Iowa. 

She enlisted in World War I as an army nurse and 
served nine months in France. Following her army 
duty she worked in various hospitals and did private 
duty nursing. 

On September 2, 1930, she married Herbert Loring 
Burley of Tama. He preceded her in death on March 
27, 1956. 

For 18 years, Mrs. Burley was welfare director of 
Tama County. She resigned from this post in 1951. 

At the time of her death, August 21, 1958, Mrs. 
Burley was commander of Tama County Barracks 
of World War I Veterans, which she helped organize. 
She was a charter member of Enright Schrader Post 
of the American Legion of Tama, and a past com- 
mander of both the local and the Tama County Amer- 
ican Legion. She was active in many Legion func- 
tions. She was state historian for the World War I 
veterans, president of the Past Presidents Club of 
the Tama American Legion Auxiliary, and a mem- 
ber of the Tama Rebekah Lodge. She served as 
secretary-treasurer of both the Oak Hill Cemetery 
Association and the Tama Division of the Haven 
Cemetery Aid. She was a member of the Tama 
Methodist Church. 


An ardent worker in community affairs, she served 
as chairman of the Tama County Chapter of 
the American Cancer Society, had headed the Red 
Cross drives here for many years, also the March of 
Dimes Campaign, and the Iowa Children’s Home So- 
ciety solicitation. 

She has one daughter, Miss Betty Burley, a teacher 
in the public schools of Mason City, Iowa. 


H. V. NOVOTNY FAMILY 


Hynek V. Novotny (known as Nick) was born in 
Pacov, Czechoslovakia, July 25, 1881, and came to 
Tama with his parents in 1883. 

The family settled in Tama through friendship with 
the John Kuklik, Chizek and Zmolek families. After 
several years of residence here the family moved to 
Vining, Iowa. Mr. Novotny’s father, Antone, was a 
section worker and track walker for the Milwaukee 
Railroad. The rate of pay in those days was $1.00 a 
day in summer and .90 cents in winter. 

Hynek was united in marriage to Anna Dvorak of 
the Helena area on November 23, 1909. They moved 
to Chelsea. Eight children were born to this union, 
all of whom are still living, and all eight children 
graduated from High School. Mrs. Novotny died on 
October 23, 1958. 

The children are Mildred, living in Omaha, Nebr.., 
employed as a long distance supervisor for the Bel! 
Telephone Co. there; Mrs. Clarence (Lucille) Semo- 
tan, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Mrs. Edward (Adeline) 
Semotan, Tama; George, clerk in the Tama Post Of- 
fice; Marcella, Milwaukee, Wis., employed by the 
Sengbusch Pen Co.; Genevieve, Assistant Cashier in 
the Tama State Bank; Alan, Clerk in the C.M. St.P. 

&P. Railroad Depot in Tama, and Viola, a register- 
ed nurse in the University Hospital, Iowa City, Iowa. 
During the Korean conflict, Viola was with the U.S. 
Forces in Japan, serving as a Captain in the Air 
Force. World Wary II saw Alan in the Air Force as a 
Sergeant and George with the U.S. Coast Guard as a 
Chief Yeoman. 

Mr. Novotny’s life was principally devoted to farm- 
ing. While living in Chelsea, however, he was quite 
active in civic affairs. He was a charter member of 
the Z.C.B.J. lodge, elected as its first president and 
for five consecutive years following. He was elected 


.to the City Council of Chelsea for five years and to 


the school board for one term. 

Mr. Novotny also owned a billiard parlor. This he 
managed in the winter months, and farmed in the 
summer time. He later sold out to Fred Anderson 
and Art Boyer. 

Upon moving to Tama in 1930 the family farmed 
east of the city, living on the Kendrick and Appleton 
farms. Sale of these properties caused retirement 
from the acres in 1940. For several years Mr. Novot- 
ny kept his faithful team of horses doing garden plow- 
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ing and hauling in Tama. He was employed ten 
years by the old T & T Railroad, operating between 
Tama and Toledo. This terminated with the abandon- 
ment of the line. 

At this writing Mr. Novotny is 80 years of age, liv- 
ing with his daughter, Genevieve, at 1007 State 
Street, in their new home which they built in 1958. 


MR. AND MRS. 
GEORGE ELLSWORTH FOWLER 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON FOWLER 
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The surviving children as of 1957 of George Washington 
Fowler. Front row: Clorence Fowler, Mrs. Glenn Paxton, Mrs. 
Olive Thede, Mrs. Al Kuhlman, Carl Fowler. Middle row: 
George Fowler. Back row: Mrs. Alve Zigler, Mrs. James Clinch, 
Clyde Fowler, Mrs. Louis Avery, Fred Fowler, Lloyd Fowler. 


_ George Ellsworth Fowler was born in Belmont 
County, Ohio, Dec. 18, 1862, to George Washington 
and Mary Jane Malin Fowler. George had five sis- 
ters, Addie, Julia, Geneva, Effie, Mattie and two 
brothers, Eli and Will. 

The family came to Iowa about November, 1866, 
and settled near Iuka, later called Tama. They lived 
with relatives, Will and Thomas Malin, the first win- 
ter. George first attended school at Helena. He re- 
called the flocks of wild pigeons that gathered around 
the school. On Sept. 29, 1892, he married Edith May 
Flint of Chelsea and continued farming. To this union 
was born twelve children: Frank who died in 1917; 
Fred of Green, Iowa; Clyde of Lowell, Wyoming; 


Carl of Omaha, Nebraska; Clarence and Lloyd of 
Tama; Mrs. Louis (Lila) Avery, Mrs. Glenn (Nellie) 
Paxton of Montour; Mrs. Alva (Lela) Zigler, Mrs. 
Olive Thede of Tama; Mrs. James (Florence) Clinch 
of Toledo, and Mrs. Al (Lola) Kuhleman of Marshall- 
town. Mr. Fowler died at the age of 98, Dec. 6, 1961. 

Alva Vernon Zigler was born at Koszta, Iowa, to 
Enos and Rosabelle Hinkle Zigler. On Feb. 5, 1923, 
he married Lela Mae Fowler. To this union were 
bom three children, Leonard of Tama, Mrs. Jerold 
(Bette) Kriegel and Mrs. Wm. C. Gitautis (Donna) 
of Morocco. 


They lived in the Belle Plaine vicinity and later 
moved to California for a few years and worked in 
the shipyards. Mr. Zigler worked as a machinist and 
Mrs. Zigler as a welder. Leonard also worked in the 
shipyards. Later Leonard enlisted in the Army dur- 
ing World War II. 


One of Alva’s most memorable experiences occur- 
red while working in the shipyards. He and a fellow 
machinist were working on a ship unaware of the 
time. An officer of the ship came by and asked 
what they were doing. He told them all the rest of 
the machinists had gone and the ship was headed out 
to sea. Alva was willing to stay aboard as this meant 
double pay, but the two men decided since they 
could not get word to their families because of the 
war, they had better have the officer send a boat 
for them. 

After the war they bought a farm south of Tama, 
where they still reside. 

Leonard Zigler has four children, Colleen, Vernon. 
David and Gary; Mr. and Mrs. Jerold (Bette) Krie- 
gel have one son, Jerry. T.Sct. and Mrs. Wm. C. 
Gitautis (Donna) have two sons, Randy and Dougy. 


WILLIAM E. FOWLER 


William E. Fowler, son of George W. and Jane Ma- 
lin Fowler was born in Belmond County, Ohio, March 
26, 1851. 

With his parents, he came to Iowa in 1866 and lived 
for a few years on a farm in Helena, Iowa, later 
moving to Grand View. 

He was married to Euphia S. Peek, daughter of 
Dumas J. Peek and Deborah Jane Behan, August 2, 
1874. He spent 10 years farming in Grand View and 
Haven, until 1888 when they moved to Marshalltown, 
Iowa, where he and William Peek operated a res- 
taurant for eighteen months. In 1891, he purchased a 
restaurant in Tama, which he operated until 1908. He 
and his sons, Frank and Ray, purchased a farm in 
Chula, Virginia, about 30 miles from Richmond. They 
sold the farm in 1911 and returned to Tama, where 
he became proprietor of the Acme Ice Cream and 
Bottling Works and operated this until his death, Jan- 
uary 17, 1921. 
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Six children were born to them: Jennie Adaline, 
Jessie Ada, Frank E., W. Ray, Elva and Verna. 

He was a member of the Tama Methodist Church, 
Modern Woodmen, and I.0.0.F. Lodges, a member 
of the Library Board in 1904 and also served as Coun- 
cilman. 

Mr. Fowler excelled in mathematics and in after 
years many a teacher in the home and other schools 
was glad to receive his assistance, in strict confi- 
dence of course, when difficult problems in Ray’s 
higher arithmetic seemed to defy them. 

He was also an expert in chess having won a sec- 
ond and two firsts in the Iowa State Tournament, 
three years in succession. He was known to have 
played as many as 16 games at one time by mail. 


MR..AND MRS. GEORGE ANDERSON 


To make way for the new Post Office, a house 
built in the early nineteenth century that housed four 
generations of a Tama family was razed in 1959. 

This was the home of William and Hanora O’Brien, 
who immigrated to Tama from Ireland. One child, 
Mary Ellen, was born here and later married George 
Anderson, also a native of Tama. 

Mr. Anderson was City Marshall, member of the 
Commercial Club, Fire Department and Red Cross. 
He put in most of the water works and sewer system 
and also furnished a major portion of the gravel used 
in the original paving on State Street which covered 
the creek that ran through town. He also installed 
water systems for many Tama farmers. As a con- 
tractor he was interested in all city improvement 
programs. 

Their five children are: Mrs. Dennis (Mabelle) 
Hagerty, and Mrs. Earl (Marie) Howel of Oakland, 
California, T. M. Anderson of Richmond, California, 
Mrs. Joe (Rita) Steiner of Chicago, Ill., Mrs. Morgan 
(De Chantal) Tilton of Chicago Heights, Ill. 

There are fourteen grandchildren and nine great- 
grandchildren. 
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THREE GENERATIONS FROM 
TAMA HIGH SCHOOL 


By Mattie Schrader 

When Mr. Andrew J. Blodgett moved to Tama, Ia., 
the children attended the Public School. The old- 
est daughter, Hattie Blodgett (Knights) finished high 
school and was graduated with the seventh class in 
1883. There were seven members in the class. Cora 
Gallagher and George Austin, President of the one 
time Commercial Bank, were members of this class. 
After graduation, Hattie Blodgett (Knights) taught 
several terms in a small school house located on the 
corner of E. 3rd and Harmon Street. Also several 
terms in the rural schools of the county. She was 
married to Nelson E. Knights in 1885. They made 
their home in Tama and built a home on a lot on 
Park Street near the Blodgett home. 

Their daughter, Mattie Knights (Schrader) also at- 
tended the Tama school and graduated with the class 
of 1905 which was the 28th class from Tama High. 
There were eight girls in this class. After graduation, 
Mattie Knights (Schrader) also taught several terms 
in the rural schools. She was married in 1907 to John 
W. Schrader and made their home on a farm south 
of Tama. 

Their daughter, Mildred Schrader (Schafer) also 
attended the public school, and graduated from rural 
school in 1923. She attended Tama High School, grad- 
uating in normal training with class of 1927, the 41st 
class of Tama High with 38 members. Like the two 
generations before, she too, taught three years in the 
rural schools and the home school—Columbia No. 2. 
She was married in 1930 to Merle M. Schafer. 

Columbia No. 2 also saw three generations of 
teachers from the same family—Hattie Blodgett 
(Knights) in 1884. The Iowa river was on a rampage 
and covered the river bottom with water and she had 
to be rowed in a boat to the foot of the hill where 
the school house stood. Mattie Knights (Schrader 
taught the same school in 1906 and drove to schoo! 
with a horse and buggy from her parents home in 
Tama. Then in 1929, Mildred Schrader (Schafer) 
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GEORGE ANDERSON (Left) 
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C.&N.W.R.R. AT TAMA IOWA 
This is the Round House as it was in 1930 or thereabouts. 


Round House in about 1950. This was all torn down in 1957. 
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PRESIDENT HARDING’S FUNERAL PROCESSION—AUGUST 6, 1923 
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taught in the same school No. 2 which had become 
the home school because the family home was on the 
farm close to school. She walked to the school house. 
There was considerable difference in wages received. 
In 1883 wages were about $22 per month, in 1905, 
$27.50 per month for spring and fall terms and for 
the winter term $30.00 per month. If you did your 
own janitor work once in a while, some districts 


would pay as high as $35.00. Wages were a little bet- 


ter by 1927 reaching $50.00 and $60.00 per months. 
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM H. APPEL 


Mr. William Appel was born in Buffalo, Iowa, near 
Davenport and spent his boyhood days there. 

He later came to Tama and was married to Lulu 
‘Weber Appel in 1895. He opened a Shoe Store in Ta- 
ma in the building he and Joseph Bancroft built to- 
gether, the Bancroft part of the building now occu- 
pied by Laird’s Department Store and the Appel side 
of the building which was recently sold to Robert 
Blythe. 

In 1911 Mr. and Mrs. Appel and family moved to 
Emmett, Idaho and purchased a sagebrush acreage 
from Emmett Bench, which he cleared, and on which 
he planted a large apple and pear orchard. He super- 
vised this orchard for several years, becoming one of 
the leading orchardists of the Emmett Valley. 


Mr. Appell was State Representative in the Idaho 
Legislature at one time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Appel were the parents of five chil- 
dren: Gretchen Appel Beemer, who passed away in 
January, 1958; Ann Appel now employed in the Capi- 
tol Building in Boise, Idaho; Weber Appel who oper- 
ates Deadwood Lodge in the Primitive Area, near 
Cascade, Idaho; Bernice Appel Brown whose _ hus- 
band (Harold) is a Public Accountant and operates 
an Insurance business. 

Mr. Appel passed away in 1933. 

Mrs. Lulu P. Appel, daughter of Jacob and Wal- 
berga Weber was born Feb. 10, 1870, at Stringtown, 
Illinois, and when a small girl moved with her par- 
ents to a farm in Poweshiek County. She attended 
the rural schoo! and later graduated from Northwest- 
ern Conservatory of Music. After her graduation she 
taught music until her marriage. 


She lived in her home in Emmett, Idaho, until her ° 


death August 1, 1960. 
Both she and Mr. Appel were laid to rest in Oak 
Hill Cemetery, Tama, Iowa. 


SAMUEL McKEEN 


Samuel McKeen was born in Maine on November 
16, 1829. He died in Tama October 24, 1892. He mar- 
ried Elizabeth Woodruff in Ogle County, Illinois, 
March 8, 1855. She was born in Genoa, Ohio, July 10, 
1836 and died in Tama December 16, 1927—both were 
of Scotch descent. 
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SAMUEL McKEEN 


There were four children: Ida, born November 26, 
1855, in Illinois; Delbert, born July 18, 1857, in Illi- 
nois; Frances, born 1859 in Illinois, and Emma, bom 
October 7, 1863, in Iowa. 

Ida married Marsh Posten in Tama. They had a 
son, Ray, and a daughter, Mary. Ida died Aprii 26, 
1926. 

Delbert married Gertrude Sharpe September 16, 
1884, at Tama. Two daughters, Ruth and Beryl, were 
born. Delbert died October 21, 1927. 


Frances married Posegate. Three daughters, Ger- 
trude, Piney, and Minnie were born. Frances later 
married Frank Cory. She died in 1936. 

Emma married Joseph Bancroft. They had one 
daughter, Mabel. Emma died November 4, 1915. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel McKeen came to Tama 
County in 1861 and settled in Chelsea where he oper- 
ated a flour mill. In 1863 they moved on a farm in 
Johnson County and later to a farm in Poweshiek 
County. In 1876 they moved to Tama, Iowa, where 
they built a home in 1877, now occupied by Oren 
Long at 406 Harmon St. Shortly after Samuel’s death 
in 1892, Mrs. McKeen started a rooming house. 

When the Milwaukee Railroad put in the double 
tracks through Tama, many of the railroad men 
were her boarders. She served them breakfasts of 
pancakes and sausage at the long table in her dining 
room, as well as their suppers. She packed their 
lunch pails in her summer kitchen. 

Grandmother McKeen, as she was known, lived in 
this same house for fifty years until her death in 
1927. 

The grandchildren of Samuel and Elizabeth Me- 


‘Keen have all passed away except Mrs. Orien Car- 


penter (Beryl McKeen), Tama, and Mrs. Mabel 
(Bancroft) Self of Little Rock, Ark. 
Among the surviving great-grandchildren are: 


Mrs. M. B. (Ruth Beryl Otterman) Turbett of Tole- 
do, Iowa; Mrs. Mark (Helen) Carpenter of Tama, 
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Mrs. S. J. (Catherine) Buckley lives south of Tama, 
Delbert Carpenter in the Armed Forces in France; 
Mrs. Chas. (Elizabeth) Butler of Marshalltown; Mrs. 
Amber Dulin, Long Beach, Cal, and Mrs. A. R. (Eliz- 
abeth McGrogan) Youngman of Omaha, Nebr. 


EARLY PAPER MILL WORKERS 


Just previous to 1900 Wyman Vibbard worked at 
the paper mill, where his job was hauling straw with 
a team of horses. 

The Vibbard family lived in west Tama, neighbors 
to the Puths, Cummings and Barbers. 


Wyman Vibbard later hauled for Mac Murdough, 
and his daughter, Pearl, then 14, polished silverware 
for Susie Murdough at the hotel. 

Wyman Vibbard died in 1915. 

Pearl (Vibbard) Klinefelter is now 70 years old and 
the only living member of the family of six. She rais- 
ed a nephew, Ernest Mikesell, from the day of his 
birth. Ernest lives in Ft. Dodge, which city is also 
Mrs. Klinefelter’s home. Her husband died 4 years 
ago. 


TOMLINSONS 


The history of the Tama Tomlinsons began with 
Michael Tomlinson of Watertown, Wisconsin. He and 
his wife, Adelia Beaman Tomlinson and their five 
children lived on a farm there. They worked a yoke 
of oxen. One night a wolf broke in and killed one 
ox. After that they worked the remaining ox with a 
horse. 

The Michael Tomiinsons left Wisconsin about 1864 
and settled on a farm north of Toledo. Then they 
moved to a farm southwest of Tama. Their children 
were twin girls, Emergine and Eugenia, and three 
sons, Charles, Frank and Fred. Michael Tomlinson 
farmed and worked as a shoemaker. 

Emergine married Frank Eshbaugh and settled on 
a farm southwest of Tama. They had several chil- 
dren. The only one remaining is Mrs. Severt John- 
son of Tama. 

Eugenia married Fred Sanborn. They settled on a 
farm southwest of Tama. They had five children. Of 
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these five, two sons, Wallace and Willard remain. 
They live in Chicago, Illinois. 

Charles married Emily Chase and settled on a 
farm southwest of Tama. To this union were born 
Edna, Ralph and Hazel. Edna married Arthur Man- 
full. They had several children. Mrs. Manfull now 
lives in Traer, Iowa. Ralph Tomlinson is deceased. 
Hazel, now Mrs. Emerson, had several children. She 
now lives in Marshalltown, Iowa. 

Frank married Nellie Stoddard and settled on the 
farm where Harry Tomlinson lives today. To this un- 
ion were born Walter, Harry, Jesse, and Lucy. Wal- 
ter married Eddyth Clem and moved to a farm 
southwest of Tama. They had four children. Walter 
and Eddyth Tomlinson now live south of Reinbeck, 
Iowa. Harry married Bertha Gunder. To this union 
were born eleven children of which nine remain. Af- 
ter some time, Bertha passed on. Later Harry mar- 
ried Ella Jacobson. They still live southwest of Tama 
on the old home place. Jesse married Helen Werner. 
To this union were bor six children. Jesse taught 
school at various places in Iowa and at the present 
lives at Ainsworth, Iowa. Helen passed on three 
years ago. Lucy married August Wemer. Both she 
and her husband are deceased. 

Walter's children are Bethayne, now Mrs. Hartsel 
Perry, Sterling, Ethmer and Gwendolyn. Bethayne 
and her husband live in Des Moines, Iowa. They have 
three children, Dianne, now Mrs. David McDill, Du- 
ane and David. Sterling married Ethel Spears. They 
have one daughter, Jean. They farm near Traer. 
Ethmer married Avis Brown. They have three 
daughters, Rachel, Rebecca, and Ruth. They live 
near Alpena, Arkansas. Gwen Tomlinson lives in Wa- 
terloo. 

Harry Tomlinson’s oldest daughter, Mildred, mar- 
ried Warren Gray. They live near Riceville, Iowa. 
They have five children, Elaine, Evelyn, Ardyth, 
Howard and James. Ruth Tomlinson married Noble 
Houston. Their children are Beverly, now Mrs. Eldon 
Vaverka; Linda, now Mrs. Corns; Willis, who farms 
his parents’ place near Haven, and Ruth Alice. 
Wayne Tomlinson farms the old Frank Tomlinson 
place. Elmo married Eleanor Moyer. They have one 
son, Allen. They farm north of Toledo, Iowa. Warren 
married Hazel Depew. They have six children, Gary, 
Keith, Paul, David, Dorothy Ann and Billy. They 
farm south of Tama. Kathleen married Kenneth 
Dykstra, a minister. They live in California. They 
have three children, Lois, Paul and Mark. Richard 
married Beverly Toland. They have three children, 
Murreen, Laura and Michael. They live in Arizona, 
where he flies on border patrol. John married Ruth 
Yanda. They have one daughter, Deborah. John is a 
plumber. Delores married Dale Williamson, a police- 
man. They have four children, Earl, Cindy, Susie 
and Dennis, 


Oe Ne) et ee a 
Pol ny ’ hay: se at vt : Th! Uy iy te 4 i , ae has be 
rv) ( ) it Je cy, ¥ ' 
ee Marae) hh 
6 \ me i. ye 


visions ga | ) 
Alien igate ase eg atid! PUD ih ee 
an geo ee eae) 


oe ek i ei 


Fa bs sa See mee ( 
i | 


rf 


‘A tuner yin Avidw to soite wealth aod were 
“den yrentl vial os Debary othr ‘S82 sewoe wet 
avem'T So jauvedtinan oil lite ehlt ctuitiant alla tady 
some W ale heirave cep] etnly ott He alt go 
higuei oeesl meublidy ste eet weet mois eee oi? 
tos sa! to hos. swol al a ratios $8 loose 
of) go bhewsee nnlell nail oithtracsaat A ie wil. 
ork: 18 “rere dead . Geiaen wal ery IPAM 
Srnmcoob wre beartantl yd hos 
logralt 24 won sevadod se onbiide Sot 
vovndtolM wevlole sel) bees spent? noble aa 
oviei yo'T 2wol eardolt oot of ovil beecincl ed bo 
oS Fitts! tive mid wong aga] edblite want 
(maT wigetsé ‘ngltS bebaom poiliwe ,hivell bas ont 
ran) seun mmtel emit cept potdeonh. san ovat 
ult wat oyedT atwortl aivé, betnan: seg 
OF etl. Ae bik ieee \ndank artiedaletsrady 
“elf i% 2evil noanilaeT os) 2menmltA wneud wor 
gookre) 
“jen bolt d iy Ligsrud) ssciisho ‘Snbeailsan'l ered 
evo}, siiesol xen vt wodT «oa asna’W bere 
ivi miler’ paid wrrbiirs evil ovad yet 
ado hetrerys ceagileT duil secant ban bapiare if 
wolh~R set wen sehewed san oothlide died? undeht 
are) hw) 2tthW eon) uv wen hail web | 
wk Moh. hoe VGH. zee woud, ‘prowny af ‘ 
Pomivec! das blo oi}. ew) aneodenT senna 
aso nund unl Asp weseth Satgin otlA psi 
oyna? evweo. ohoteT te cae ened soll oll 
re) neti ate goad yor yen dogs leeeuer : 
reaty 008 bea ooh what bivwtl Apel 
jfensnad..keerases: Bo. done ora 5. nerd wdtwon iad a 00 eee 
eotd sarily. nb ci iain a ao ba bas | navy ee bytes yt bis 
brats Aveta ne’ fuw't cial samnbilidy oer ved malas Indi Sf ae Rove ees 
comely wuld ind apt bodst oped encase al a meee 
work oh wat yoRT Stdattt Lom peumd ongewhd elie bus. dys ort tein seigren 
ite Uvtgaen oifol, Aertary } : fete hasaoeoe : Be Saniieith t ‘al . 
é @ nda} Mrvonted cotdawel ‘ ep Boral dw rf ten f hyd | 
Ob) Ps argudine ete presi 
29) trite Th de Gf rgh 74 


Pa ig wre a 
ve % 


i. 


wy 
Bec 
rf 
s 
» 
- 
5 
Se 
— 
cage & 
we 
= ee 
a a 7) 
a. —- 
as 
- 


e. vi 
i 'e a 
»' 444 i 


ii ae 


To the Jesse Tomlinsons were born Lamoine, Guin- 
evere, Frank, Arlene, Edwin and Ralph. Lamoine 
married Helen Aupperle. They live in Cedar Rapids 
and have four children, Daniel, David, Nadine and 
Myron. Guinevere married Bob Wyman. They live 
in California and have four children, Nancy, Bar- 
bara, Roberta and Robert. Frank was killed during 
World War II. Arlene married Harry Spinker. They 
have three children, Thomas, Susan and Kenneth. 
Edwin and his wife have a son, Charles. Ralph and 
his wife have three daughters. 

Fred Tomlinson, youngest son of Michael Tomlin- 
son, married Mary Ellen Higgins. To this union was 
born one boy, Arthur, who married Nellie Fowler. 
Their children are Margaret, Fred, Orion, Marie and 
Muriel. Margaret married Kenneth John. They have 
one daughter, Ardyth Anne. Fred married Viola 
Walz. She is deceased, leaving two children, Carol 
and Carl. Orion married Lola Armstrong and has 
daughters Oralyn Rae, Dorothy and son, Bruce. Ma- 
rie married Anton Damisch. Muriel, now Mrs. Irons, 
has three children, Elvin, Duane and Kathy. 


MRS. CLARA SANBORN 


shines 


Clara Sanborn was born June 10, 1870, on a farm 
in Columbia Township. 

She was married in September, 1898, to Fred D. 
Sanborn who passed away in 1930. Mrs. Sanborn has 
lived on several farms, and since leaving the farm 
has made her home in Tama. Her entire life has 
been spent within a distance of twelve miles from 
the place of her birth. 

Presently she lives alone in an Apartment at 611 
Hall Street and does her own housework. At 92, she 
finds time to take an active part in the Cemetery Aid 
Society and Church activities. Her many grandchil- 
dren and great-grandchildren are her greatest inter- 
ests. 


ALBERT KUBICEK 


One of the first Tama businessmen was Albert Ku- 
bicek who came to Tama in 1917 after operating a 
grain elevator and general merchandise store at 
Long Point, lowa, for twenty-two years. 

In 1918, Mr. Kubicek built the first gasoline service 
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FIRST GASOLINE SERVICE STATION 
Arthur end Hubert Kubicek 


station in Tama at the corner of 5th and McClellan 
Streets. At that time the street was Highway 50 
which was still a dirt road. This service station was 
also the first station on Highway 30 between Tama 
and Cedar Rapids. 

The capacity of the station known as the Skelly Oil 
Station was two freight tank carloads. Gasoline was 
piped from tank cars on the side tracks by the Mil- 
waukee Depot directly to underground tanks at the 
station and from the tanks was pumped into the au- 
tomobiles. At the time farmers brought in gas bar- 
rels and had these filled at the station instead of hav- 
ing tank wagons deliver gas to their farms. The 
canopy over the drive has since been removed, but 
the station is still in operation. 

Later, Mr. Kubicek built the gasoline station and 
garage at the corner of 13th and State Streets. The 
garage building is now the Royal Dairy. He also own- 
ed the corner at 5th and State Streets. which. former- 
ly was a green house but is now the D-X Station and 
American Legion building. 

Until his death in 1946, Mr. Kubicek and his wife 
lived at 1407 McClellan Street in Tama. 

The Albert Kubiceks had two sons: Arthur, who 
died in 1945. At that time,he was Tama County Clerk 
of Court. His wife, the former Mae Reeves; and a 


pear oF hase ay. Qu}? 
vs ek Le { sa ¢ 


bd : a } ' i ¥ i: ie. : a i ‘ : , j 1 ; ; J ; > , ? K > 3 % ; x ‘u ix 7 i" i f P . , " 
| ‘ “\ j ( 7 on ; > 1) ee A b : > mi ‘eae aa : RY 4 . h . if Seats ate 
ple of arene 7% “ Ab _ ate eee Pet a rn 
; : ; AU WP 4; ; “ae Gi Vs ‘\ 
! x ’ re vat here oo 
| vi - babi 5 3 tae, % ea ; aN es i Pimp \ ie “ad UK| 
, i id y h ig, . ; i 
' : J ) be “ » 


| Seat vo ( +fegh ye , ° if +>" 
aga yng AOS vo eal ¢ ep 


py epee ure ALY 
piegtn + toll ass \ ; 


©. re 
Pee aa * et Pe 


wa te ah ae pe ads wie ct 
att a dh od Ba 
ak apeihaqian 95% ot 

an a 


H aoiki : est Eo ada 


Rey ty 
os ide 
fas ¥ ‘ae . 


- ; = ‘ Py . F 4 . 7 thentem 2d ‘ 7 
rt, ; _ Rear ie re wy ‘ A q thet Z £ i Pees | f 
oe ‘i ' Re AN uy cer 4, : a | as 
Sia - ‘ ‘ Cm 4 i’ iy ’ PY / ; 
—* (amaryl RE ay a) 7 . lose’ 
Sse went Aaa a led 
y - i ' . aed a if 


2 ee pee Se in 


ail Fig ty, eo j 
& Ws “> 7 - 
a ieee, eet ae | 
« ~ hey ~* V : a bes 
peering Lg ge hs vey ; 
4 ay! 
a ° ver £ : fare - i 
¢ f 3° Ke: z BA ra fs ; i 
ioe i eek sen toa + Vee d 
; } 


tag ‘ ieee , My Ray hat 
hits Me pe se Nea ea ees hi ae : 
MOAT? Eve wJOLAd TRAM 
dow 3a Pod hf Gorey vee 


IsiDolt har ub to Iker add om aml ob abet 

gsiaythe iw Teudty ad ans 1249 2A atooie 

eh polfiey, pba: abet Loe fib « Win acw dale 

i w# sawhl UE vrwdnttl ao nabats pando old ~ 
abigdl rebot) 

Made, Sdt am eewond goitgte volt to refines in: 
cow gatfouet) shaolzes dow! Wigiott awh ecw avin? 
itt ot yd whomt bhie sit go mao Hind snl Tagg 
ds bn. esis tasariglrt ot ybivenils toaekd nterew 

“au a obat tyxpnuq ave clas sd} stot bee wottale 
Aad cay oh Biguced rrocriet snit of 1A -enlidenet 
wnt ih bastéat paitety od? ta bollfl sande bul bee den 
sit? stoned sie yg Th 
tog “hevomen eased ‘eacia ead wvith sdf tovo 

avincroge wh Tite a abe 


daughter, Margaret Johnson, live in Los Angeles, 
California. Hubert, Vice-President and Cashier of the 
Tama State Bank in Tama, is married to the former 
Martha Kvidera, Their son, Donald, is now at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana, Illinois, a graduate 
student in chemistry. The daughter, Neola, is girls 
counselor and guidance teacher at Rock Island Sen- 
ior High School. 


MR. AND MRS. RAY W. ADAIR 
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R. W. ADAIR 


Ray W. Adair was born in 1883, at Le Grand, Iowa, 
son of William and Sarah Smith Adair. He attended 
the Public Schools and Palmer College in Le Grand. 

He was married to Lora Annette Millard of Mon- 
_ tour in 1903 and joined the staff of the Montour Na- 
tional Bank in 1905. In 1913, he became associated 
with the Toledo Savings Bank. He was named Cashier 
of the Tama State Bank and moved here in 1931. 

Mr. Adair was named President of the Tama State 
Bank Aug. 14, 1957, and he died Dec. 14, 1957. He was 
widely known in Banking and Insurance fields. 

The Adairs were parents of two daughters, Mrs. 
Paul Maher (Mildred), and Mrs. H. J. Hill (Allene) 
and a son, Neil B. Adair of Des Moines, Iowa. 

There are four grandchildren and seven great- 
grandchildren. 


ARTHUR J. BIRD 


Arthur J. Bird was a native of Cresco, Iowa. He 
graduated from Loras College. In 1932 he was mar- 
ried to Katherine McHugh, also of Cresco and a grad- 
uate of the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul, Min- 
nesota. | 

As a national bank receiver in Montour and Chel- 
sea, Iowa, Art moved to Tama in 1933 and with his 
wife, resided on the third floor of the large Blythe 
house which was later destroyed by fire. 

In 1938 the Birds moved to Belle Plaine where Art 
was cashier at the Citizens State Bank and returned 
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to Tama in April, 1952, when he became Executive 
Vice-President of the Tama State Bank. Their home 
is the large house at 711 Siegel Street, formerly the 
George Austin home. Their children are: David, 
Captain at McConnell Air Force Base, Wichita, Kan- 
sas, married to LuAnn Holloway, parents of a son, 
John; Margaret Ann (Mrs. Jerry Cimburek) Over- 
land Park, Kansas; Michael is a Junior at the State 
University of Iowa. 


MR. AND MRS. 
JOHN HENRY SCHROEDER 


Mr. and Mrs. John Henry Schroeder built a farm 
home in Columbia Township and raised a family of 
eight sons and one daughter. They retired from 
farming about 60 years ago and moved to Tama. 
They built the house which is now owned by Bill 
Duffy. 

The oldest son, William, married Lizzie Davids and 
moved to Nebraska to farm. Ben, married Emma 
Davids and lived in Ames and Boone at the time of 
his death. Otto, now deceased, lived in Tama and 
was married to Floy Carpenter. Their son, Clifford 
Schroeder, is the Tama Photographer. John married 
Mamie Carpenter, and lived in Tama until his death. 
Mrs. Schroeder lives at 1010 Harding Street. Ralph 
married Lena Willer, and lived on Harding Street at 
the time of his death. Emma, August and Charley 
never married and lived in Tama. August, Charley 
and John wére known as the Schroeder Bros.—Con- 
tractors and Builders—and built many Tama homes. 
Among the last was their brother Dave’s house on 
Washington Street. 

David Schroeder, now deceased, married Agnes 
Kucera and worked on the C. & N.W. Their daugh- 
ters are Mrs. Rex (Joanne) Cobet of Tama and Mrs. 
Helen Chandler of Ottumwa, Iowa. Karla Kay Win- 
ter, the daughter of Helen Chandler, lived with her 
grandparents since she was one year old. She attend- 
ed the Tama schools, graduated in 1959 and is pres- 
ently employed in the office of Packaging Corpora- 
tion. 

Mrs. David Schroeder’s parents were the Albert 
Kucera’s who moved to Tama about 1888. They built 
a home where the Tennis Court is now located and 
raised their four children there. 

Emest, a carpenter, and Albert, a baker, are both 
deceased. Rudolph a musician, lives at Trabuco Can- 
yon, California. Agnes Schroeder with her grand- 
daughter Karla Kay Winter, lives at 1010 Washington 
Street, Tama, Iowa. 


MR. AND MRS. HENRY T. POTTER 


Henry T. Potter was born October 5, 1846, in Solon 
Ohio. He and his wife Carry, (birthplace not known 
had three sons: Thomas J., born Oct. 20, 1871; Ben 
H., born Sept. 19, 1876, and Roy H., born May 23, 
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1886. In 1880 Mr. Potter and his family moved to 
Tama. He opened a barber shop which he operated 
until 1915. The three sons, about 1908, started the 
Potter Grocery and Bakery. In 1915 the father joined 
the sons in their business which they operated until 
1945. The Bakery was in the building on the west side 
of the present Tama Furniture Store. 

The descendants of the Henry T. Potter sons are as 
follows: Thomas J., no descendants; Roy H., one 
daughter, Marion, now living in Chicago; Ben had 
two sons and one daughter, Glenn H. and Ralph R. 
and Meredith, now Mrs. Donald Mull of Toledo, Ia. 
Ralph operates a Midland Oil Station in Tama. 
Glenn H. Potter was bom Nov. 30, 1910. He attended 
Tama High School. While in school he was caretaker 
of the Tama-Toledo Golf course. Later he worked 
with Harold McIntyre in mason work. 

He was married to Karolyn Krupp Oct. 24, 1935. 
He worked for C. & N.W. track maintenance crew a 
few years. In 1940 he started in business for himself 
as a metal merchant, which business he still contin- 
ues. Mr. Potter served on the City Council 7 years. 
He has been active in civic affairs. Karolyn Potter 
has been active in American Legion Auxiliary, 
F.O.E. Auxiliary, P.T.A. and Cub Scouts. Mrs. Hazel 
Halverson is the mother of Mrs. Potter. 

Glenn and Karolyn are the parents of three chil- 
dren. Thomas R. is now attending the U.S. Trade 
School at Kansas City, Missouri; Hazel Elaine grad- 
uated from Paris Academy of Beauty in 1961 and 
received her operators license Jan. 1, 1962, and 
James Delevin, now a student in Tama High School. 


MENZO J. WILCOX 


Menzo J. Wilcox was the oldest child of nine chil- 
dren of Lewis and Rachael Wilcox, who lived on a 
farm west of Tama, now the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Weir. Mr. Wilcox passed away in 1954. The only 
surviving member of his family is a sister, Miss Cora 
Wilcox of Toledo. 

Menzo married Lulu Thorne of Rhoades, Iowa, in 
1895, and they were the parents of 4 children: Mrs. 
Eugene (Marie) Burnes, Tama, Wayne G. Wilcox, 
Chicago, Mrs. Jesse (Mabel) Brown and Lewis M. 
Wilcox, both of Tama. 

Mr. Wilcox built their home at 1109 Seymour Street 
and it was then the second home on Seymour Street. 
Mrs. Wilcox passed away in 1956 and the home now 
belongs to their daughter, Mrs. Burnes. 


EUGENE V. BURNES 


Eugene V. Burnes, born May 26, 1892, was the only 
child of Raymond C. and Amy Hatfield Burnes, well 
known farmers of the Haven Community. He mar- 
ried Marie Wilcox Mead, daughter of Menzo J. and 
Lulu Wilcox on September 14, 1921. 

Mr. Burnes was a street car conductor on the Ta- 
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ma-Toledo Line and his wife, before her marriage, 
was a dental assistant to Dr. C. P. Seabert. He later 
worked at the Spahn & Rose Lumber Co. and oper- 
ated a small dairy farm. 


Mr. Burnes died on September 2, 1946, at Iowa 
City, Iowa, at the age of 54. They were the parents of 
7 children. 


Raymond C., Marshalltown, Iowa, married Irene 
Wall also of Tama. They have 2 children, Barbara, 
now Mrs. Tom Meyers and James in the U.S. Navy. 

Donald W., Phoenix, Arizona, married Jean Neary 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. They have 4 children, Don- 
ald, James, Becky and Denise. 

Merton R. married Betty Crawford, also of Tama, 
and now live in Storm Lake, Iowa. 

Robert E., former star athlete in the Tama 
Schools, was killed in action in World War II at the 
age of 20 on July 25, 1944, while serving with the 
United States Army Infantry at St. Lo, France. Buried 
in a U.S. Military cemetery at St. Laurent, France. 

Ruth E., Tama, married James J. Rucker, also of 
Tama. They have 2 children, Deborah and Richard. 

Richard W., Tama, married Roberta Moyer, also 
of Tama. They have 4 children, Richard, Cheryl Ann. 
Ronald and Randy. A son, Robert Joseph, died at the 
age of 5. 

Ethel, Tama, married George Rosenberger of To- 
ledo. They have 4 children, Steven, Darcy, Scott and 
Stuart. 


MARION C. RUCKER 


Marion C. Rucker, born October 2, 1877, in Belle 
Plaine, Iowa, married Katherine Mae Upah of Chel- 
sea. Mr. Rucker was a former jockey, car dealer and 
for the past 46 years has operated a grain elevator 5 
miles east of Tama at Gladstone, Iowa. They lived 
there for many years and in 1946 moved to Tama 
where they purchased the Robert Greene home in 
North Tama. They operated this home as a tourist 
home until 1954 when it was converted into apart- 
ments. 

Mr. Rucker is a well known clay bird shooter in 
the Midwest and has won many trophies and awards. 
He placed third in the nation in his class in the 
Grand American Shoot in Vandalia, Ohio, in 1950. 

At the age of 84, Mr. Rucker attends a shoot every 
Sunday and also shoots for several weeks each year 
in Tucson, Phoenix and Las Vegas. 

Mrs. Rucker passed away on September 13, 1953. 
They were the parents of two children, Lucile (Mrs. 
Harry MacDaniels) of Des Moines and James of Ta- 
ma. Lucile and her husband are the parents of four 
children. James, married to the former Ruth Burnes 
of Tama, are the parents of two children, Deborah 
Ann and Richard James. James has been a partner 
in the elevator business with his father for the past 
17 years. He served in World War II as a Master 
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Sergeant in the European Theater and was a Prison- 
er of War in Germany. 


THE HLAVACEK FAMILY 


Vincent Hiavacek was born and raised in Zalazani, 
Bohemia, 35 miles south of Prague. His Uncle Joe 
Shefchik, who had gone to America and settled in 
Tama, sent him a ticket to come to America when 
he was 20 years old. 

He had been a tinsmith in Tama from 1893 and re- 
tired in 1951 after the death of his son, Lester Hlava- 
cek, his business associate, in a truck crash. 

Mrs. Hiavacek passed away in 1938, his daughter, 
Blanche Kasal, in 1944, his son Milo of Lake City in 
1960 and a son in infancy. 

“Vince” makes his home at 1114 Siegel Street with 
his daughters Hilda Hlavacek and Dorothy Zirat. He 
has two granddaughters, Barbara Kasal of Chelsea, 
and Dorothy Rokes of Cedar Falls and a great grand- 
son, Tracy Allen Rokes. He celebrated his 95th birth- 
day November 23, 1961. 


EARL AND ELIZABETH E. (JINKS) SOTH 
AND FAMILY) 
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MR. AND MRS EARL SOTH 


Earl Soth was born in Pleasant Plaine, Ohio, No- 
vember 11, 1876. When Earl was three months old 
his parents, Seth and Sarah E. Soth, came to Glad- 
stone, Iowa, where he lived until after his marriage 
to Elizabeth Esther Jinks. 

Elizabeth, the daughter of Winfield Scott Jinks and 
Mary Belle Richards Jinks, was born in Tama Coun- 
ty April 4, 1881. When Elizabeth was four years of 
age she moved with her family to other states, re- 
turning to Tama County in 1898, 

Earl and Elizabeth were rnarried February 8, 1900. 
To them Lloyd B. Soth was born on May 23, 1901, 
Leonard E. on August 22, 1902, and Leta Mae on May 
23, 1908. 

Lloyd B. was in the United States Navy, served in 
the Tama Post Office for eight years, then went 
back in the United States Army Aviation Service for 
over 30 vears. He died on December 4, 1955. 

Leonard FE. was a railroad employee. At present he 
is a mechanic in the Electro Motive Plant at La 
Grange, Illinois. 
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Leta Mae Soth White resides in Iowa City, Iowa, 
and works in the Business Office at the State Univer- 
sity. 

Earl Soth was active in the Modern Woodman of 
America Lodge, I.0.0.F. Lodge, served as chairman 
of Red Cross, and an active member of the Method- 
ist Church. 

Elizabeth Soth was active in the Methodist Church 
and Sunday School, a charter member and president 
of the Tama Garden Club for ten years, member of 
the Octagon Ciub, Ciover Club, Oak Hill and Haven 
Cemetery Aids and the Tama Historical Society. Mrs. 
Soth is still a very active senior citizen and has a 
lovely flower garden at the rear of her home. 


JOHN ARGALL 
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JOHN ARGALL 


John Argal! (1874-1946). born in Oxfordshire, Eng- 
land, became a US. citizen in 1917. He was a resident 
and merchant in Tama, Iowa, from 1915 to 1945. He 
was active in civic and business affairs. in its local 
organizations, and Secretary-Treasurer of the Build- 
ing and Loan Association 25 years. He gave much of 
his time to the Boy Scout movement and originated 
the idea that culminated in the Bathing Beach on 
Lake Cherry, 1921. 

In 1910 he married Mary Johanna Molitor (1882) 
of Dubuque, Iowa. One child, John Kenneth, was 
born to this union. They came to Tama in 1915. He 
is survived by his widow, now living in Los Angeles. 
California; his son and daughter-in-law, Rose Berna- 
dine (nee Holland) of Denver, Colorado, and two 
grandsons, Michael Holland Argall, 13, and Patrick 
John Argall, 9. 


ALFRED O. GUY 
Alfred O. Guy was born in 1882 at Nashua. Iowa 


He attended school in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He left 
Cedar Rapids in the year 1917 to join the armed 
forces. He was discharged in March, 1919. Fred then 
came to Tama in 1919 and became a partner with 
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FRED 0. GUY 


John Argall in a grocery and bakery. He purchased 
the business from Argall in 1942. 

He married Minnie Skouge of Clarion, Iowa, in 
1927. They have two daughters, Mrs. William (Patri- 
cia) Burton of Monticello, Iowa, and Mrs. Eddie 
(Shirley) Mc Kee of Tama, Iowa. There are seven 
grandchildren. 


Mr. Guy has been very active in civic affairs. He 
served 12 years on the Tama City Council, finished 
M. W. Hyland’s term as mayor in 1932, member of 
the Tama Library Board for 10 years, member of 
the Methodist Church and served on the board of 
trustees for several years, member of the American 
Legion, Masonic Lodge and served on the Tama 
County Draft board and Tama County Welfare 
board. 


MISS LUCIE STEVENS 


When school opened in Tama in the fall of 1918, a 
new department was ready for juniors and seniors. 
Commercial subjects taught by Miss Lucie Stevens, 
an experienced teacher, proved to be popular, as her 
27 years placing the students and their loyalty to her 
show. ; 

The course was adapted to junior and senior stu- 
dents and consisted of shorthand, typing, and office 
practice, with elementary bookkeeping given to soph- 
omores if desired. 

After a few years of regular work, a Commerical 
Club was organized with Lola Williams as president. 
There was a meeting once a month with a program, 
various amusements and refreshments. 

At one time the school purchased a printing ma- 
chine to be used for a school paper, with Giilete Quin- 
tard, as editor, as well as printing for the office. This 
work was slow in accomplishment and when there 
was an opportunity to take over the school page from 
the English Department, this was done with Isabelle 
Butterfield as editor. 

The city paper gave the department the privilege 
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once a year of collecting news items, ads and feature 
stories, which proved to be a valuable experience. 

At several annual state meetings of High School 
publications, Miss Stevens and the local editor at- 
tended the meetings, held in the college towns, 
Ames, Des Moines, Iowa City and Grinnell. 

Typing tests for speed and accuracy were given 
annually throughout the state, when the director and 
her best typists entered the contests. 

Night classes for adults were held during the win- 
ter months for two years. Only a beginning was ac- 
complished, but the students could take a business 
course if interested. A few who had never completed 
High School entered for a portion of the day and pro- 
gressed with the regular classes. Several teachers 
took an early lesson in typing before the opening of 
the morning classes. Some addressing and duplicat- 
ing was done by advanced students for organiza- 
tions in town. The superintendent frequently called 
for a senior stenographer to help in the office, and 
give her actual experience. 

The Parent-Teacher Association was organized 
when Mr. Karl Hanson was superintendent. Mrs. T. 
J. Bracken was the first president and Miss Lucie 
Stevens, secretary. 

Miss Stevens was a member of the P.E.O., Eastern 
Star and W.S.C.S. She retained her membership in 
the Congregational Church and Legion Auxiliary at 
Montour, her former home. Bom in Toledo, she 
spent most of her life in Tama County. 


MR. AND MRS. H. T. CHERRY 
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Mr. H. T. Cherry, son of J. G. and Mary Miles 
Cherry, was born November 20, 1877, at Walker, Io- 
wa, and passed away September 23, 1949, at Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. 

Mr. Cherry married Louise Henderson, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John B. Henderson of 
Rapids, Iowa, June 21, 1905, and they were the par- 
ents of Mrs. Gladys Cherry Elliott of Tama and 
Leonard Henderson Cherry, whose accidental death 
occurred in 1945. The children’s households were 
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blessed with six daughters, who livened up the 
grandparents home. 

The late H. T. Cherry, a mid-west industrialist, be- 
gan his business career with J. G. Cherry Co. manu- 
facturers of Dairy and Ice-Cream equipment. From 
1901 to 1915 Mr. Cherry managed their Peoria, IIli- 
nois, plant. 

1915 saw “H.T.,” as he was called by his associ- 
ates, coming to Tama to run the Paper Mill that was 
merged with the Cherry Burrell Corporation. The 
merger of several midwest mills in 1931 formed Cen- 
tral Fibre Products Company of which Mr. Cherry 
was President. Central Fibre was a third of what is 
now known as Packaging Corporation of America. 

Various business interests occupied Mr. Cherry's 
time. Chairman of the Board, Mapes Consolidated 
Mfg; President and Director of National Paperboard 
Association from 1935; Director, Cherry Burrell Cor- 
poration; Charter member, Tama Toledo Country 
Club and Cedar Rapids Country Club; Director, Ta- 
ma Commercial Club; B.P.O.E. and a member of 
the Episcopal Church of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

His hobbies were bridge, golf and fishing. Mrs. 
Cherry’s great love lies in children and their welfare. 
Her home has been a mecca for young people over 
the years, and her Halloween guest list always num- 
bered in the hundreds. A pet project of Mrs. Cherry’s 
was raising money for Tama High Band Uniforms— 
not only once but twice. 

On several occasions, during the early days of Ta- 
ma High Football, Mr. and Mrs. Cherry gave dinners 
for the team whether they won or lost. 

The Cherry home has always been a show place 
in north Tama. Beautiful flowers, trees and lawns 
have always been their special pride. 


ROLLAND GEORGE McFARLAND 


Rolland George McFarland came to Tama in 1918 
with his wife Florence. and daughter, Jane. He pur- 
chased half interest in the J. H. Neil Creamery Co. 
from John O’Hara. He was Vice-President of the 
firm for 33 years. In 1950 he retired, selling his in- 
terest to Carl and Fred Irish. Mr. McFarland died 
May 6, 1951. 
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ROLAND GEORGE McFARLAND 


During his years in Tama, Mr. McFarland held 
many positions of responsibility in civic and social 
life of the city. He was also active in state poultry 
circles. He was charter member of the Tama-Toledo 
Country Club. He was President and Director of the 
Iowa Poultry, Butter and Egg Association. Mr. Mc- 
Farland was a member of the Olivet Presbyterian 
Church in Cedar Rapids, Tama Masonic Lodge, Iowa 
Consistory and El] Kahir Shrine of Cedar Rapids. 

In 1922 he and his wife Florence, built a home at 
1502 State St. and lived there until 1939 when thev 
built at 306 East 9th St. 

Mrs. McFarland was always active with groups. 
She is a member of the Order of Eastern Star, hav- 
ing held several offices and is also a member of the 
Olivet Presbyterian Church in Cedar Rapids. 

Their daughter, Jane graduated from Tama High 
School in 1931. She attended Drake University and 
has her degree of Bachelor of Arts. She taught sev- 
eral years before her marriage. She is now teaching 
in the Tama Schools. 

Mrs. Brown is a member of the Tama Methodist 
Church, Federated Club, and Eastern Star. She has 
two children, Barbara and Craig. Barbara who grad- 
uated from Tama High is now a senior at Iowa State 
University, Ames, Iowa, majoring in English and 
Home Economics. Craig is a freshman in the Tama 
High School. Mrs. Brown lives at 806 Oswego Street 
in the home she built in 1957. 


MR. AND MRS. GEORGE McCALL 


George McCall was born at Ironton, Lawrence 
County, Ohio. At an early age he was left fatherless 
to support his widowed mother. Energetic and enter- 
prising he managed, by the aid of his mother, to sup- 
port the family and educate himself. He learned the 
harnessmaker’s trade, which vocation he followed for 
a few years. 

In 1855 he married Sarah A. Cramer and four chil- 
dren were born to them: Fred S., Martha, Albert and 
Emma, and one son died in infancy. 

In 1857 he came to Iowa and located in Poweshiek 
County and from the wild prairie built for themselves 
a good home. 
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During the Civil War he served four years in Com- 
pany C. 10th Iowa Infantry and he participated in 
many battles during the War of the Rebellion. He 
was prominent in G.A.R. circles. 

He moved to Tama from the farm where he made 
his home until his death. 


MR. AND MRS. FRED S. McCALL 


Fred S. McCall, the second child of George and 
Adeline Cramer McCall was born in Madison town- 
ship, Poweshiek Co., Iowa, April 10, 1866. His boy- 
hood days were spent on the farm. His father was a 
soldier in the Union Army throughout the War of the 
Rebellion, and while he was at the front, Fred with 
the help of his mother managed the farm. 


He was married to Catharine Weber, daughter of 
Jacob and Walberga Shadel Weber, August, 17, 1887. 
They were friends from childhood and attended the 
same school and in their young manhood and woman- 
hood their friendship ripened into love. 

After their marriage they settled on a farm in 
Sheridan township, Poweshiek Co., Iowa, in the same 
community in which their youth had been spent. 

One daughter, Lulu M., was born to them. She at- 
tended country school until she was ready to go to 
High School, at which time her parents moved to Ta- 
ma to give her that advantage and they built a home 
at 1206 Harding Street which remained their home 
until their death. 

When they moved to Tama Mr. McCall purchased 
a Meat Market and engaged in that business several 
years. Later he disposed of the Meat Market and be- 
came local buyer for the Cudahy Company in Tama. 
Mr. McCall passed away Feb. 19, 1928. 

Mr. McCall was a member of the Rebekah Lodge 
and the 1.0.0.F. Lodge. 

Mrs. Catharine Weber McCall was born in Warren 
Co., Illinois, November 18, 1865, and at the age of 
five moved with her parents to Madison township, 
Poweshiek Co., where she spent her girlhood. She 
was a member of the Rebekah Lodge in Tama. 

After Mr. McCall’s death she made her home with 
her daughter, Lulu, until her death July 22, 1943. 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN F. WIELAND 


John F. (Jerry) Wieland was born June 19, 1904, in 
Berlin, Wisconsin, the son of John and Mary Rossa 
Wieland. He was reared in Berlin and after finishing 
school, he started working as a salesman for the 
Junger Stove Company. Later he traveled for many 
years as a salesman for Moore Stove Ccmpany of 
Joliet, Illinois, his territory being part of Iowa, Ne- 
braska, Colorado and part of Washington state. 

He came to Tama in 1935 and four vears later on 
March 25, 1939, he married Lulu M. McCall of Tama. 
Jerry met Lulu while calling as a Stove Salesman on 
Harrisons, where she was employed as bookkeeper. 
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From 1941 to 1943 Mr. Wieland was Personnel 
Manager for the Montgomery Ward Company at the 
Midway Store between St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
Minn. He returned to Tama in July, 1943, and he and 
his wife opened a store in November on the Tama 
Main Street. They were partners in the business and 
worked side by side. The partnership continued until 
his death November 26, 1958. 

Mr. Wieland served two consecutive terms as Pres- 
ident of the Chamber of Commerce, was a past Pres- 
ident of the Lions Club, a member of the Eagles 
Lodge, and a member of St. Patrick’s Church. 


Mrs. Wieland graduated from Tama High School 
and for nine years played piano for the movies at 
the Idle Hour and Mills Theatres. She had her own 
Dance Orchestra and played for many local dances 
as well as in the surrounding community. She was 
the bookkeeper at Harrison’s Furniture Store for 26 
years and resigned from that position to care for her 
mother who was in failing health. 

Mrs. Wieland is a member of the Rebekah Lodge, 
the Eagles Auxiliary, Garden Club, Business and 
Professional Women’s Club and is treasurer of the 
Perpetual Care of the Oak Hill Cemetery in Tama. 


After Mr. Wieland’s passing Mrs. Wieland contin- 
ued to operate the store for one year and then sold it 
and retired. She now lives in her home at 1200 Hard- 
ing Street. Her hobbies are embroidering, crocheting 
and sending greeting cards. 
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Abraham Lincoln Beal, known as “Link” to his 
family and friends, was born February 25, 1865, near 
Dixon, Illinois. In 1866 the family came to Iowa, set- 
tling on a farm near Elberon, where his father also 
operated a flour mill. 

Mr. Beal attended the Elberon and Belle Plaine 
schools and Western College at Toledo. He was mar- 
ried on December 10, 1890, to Mary F. Griswold of 
Elberon, and lived in Toledo before moving to Tama 
in 1893. The couple were parents of five daughters: 
Hazel {Mrs. W. O. Booth, who passed away in 1947), 
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Grace (Mrs. John R. Reid) of Tama, Ruth (Mrs. D. 
E. Fuller) of Toledo, Maye (Mrs. Scott Muirhead) of 
Marshalltown, and a baby who died at birth. 

A contractor, builder, and skillful cabinetmaker, 
Mr. Beal made many fine pieces of furniture for his 
wife and daughters. Scores of business buildings and 
residences in Tama and surrounding towns were 
constructed under his supervision. Among them are 
the H. T. Cherry, M. W. Hyland, and Tetaeny Ww. 
Willett homes, the Tama Public Library, the Edith 
Tims home, business buildings in the Ahlbrecht Block 
and the Soleman Block in Tama, the I.0.0.F. Hall in 
Toledo, banks at Elberon, Chelsea, the consolidated 
school at LeGrand, and the power plant at Mason 
City. Beal’s Court, residential block in Tama, was 
built under his direction on land he owned, from 
which he deeded the street to the city. 

Mr. Beal was a member of the Methodist Church 
and served as Sunday School superintendent for 
years. He played cornet in local bands and was 
an accomplished pianist. He passed away April 25, 
1936. 
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MR. AND MRS. THOMAS B. REID 


Thomas B. Reid was born at Rock Island, Illinois, 
on January 3, 1869. As a young boy he moved with 
his family to Oklahoma, where in 1891 he married 
Carrie LaDow, formerly of Toledo, Iowa. They be- 
came the parents of three sons and two daughters: 
Ralph of Tama, Robert of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
Howard of Port Washington, New York, Helen (Mrs. 
E. A. Nelson) and Carrie (Mrs. M. C. Hays), both of 
North Hollywood, California. 

In 1895 he carne to Tama, driving a team and wa- 
gon the entire distance, while his wife and two chil- 
dren came part way by train. After the death of his 
first wife in 1903, he married Elizabeth Yates of Co- 
lumbia Township. 

Mr. Reid held positions of responsibility with the 
North Western Railway and was an early contractor 
in bridge building and house moving. He also farmed 


and was twice elected. a county supervisor. He was 
a charter member of the Lincoln Highway Associa- 
tion, an early good roads booster, and helped estab- 
lish what is believed to be the first tourist camp in 
the United States. 

He moved to Hibbing, Minnesota, in 1920, and died 


in California on November 21, 1956. 


JOHN R. REID 


John R. Reid, born in what is now Jackson Counts 
Oklahoma, came to Tama with his parents as a sm.!! 
child. He graduated from the Tama High School and 
an automotive trade school in Kansas City, Missouri. 
An expert mechanic, he worked in both Tama and 
Toledo, and at one time operated his own garage in 
Tama. 

Mr. Reid was appointed by President Roosevelt to 
a three-man Wage Board, which set up wage scales 
to be paid by work relief projects in Tama County. 
He served six years as County Supervisor, three 
years as Deputy Sheriff, and was appointed Sheriff 
after the death of the late Harry P. Sharp. He is now 
completing his thirteenth year as Tama County’s 
first full time Weed Commissioner. 

For fifteen years he served as a member of the 
Tama School Board, and he has now served almost 
thirty years on the County Board of Education. 

In 1953 Mr. Reid began the development of the first 
new addition to the city of Tama in over fifty years. 

He is married to the former Grace Beal of Tama 
and they are the parents of three sons, John, Tom 
and Don, and three daughters, Mary, Dorothy and 
Jean. 


HENRY L. ANDERSON, SR. 
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Henry Anderson is shown driving the team, Frank Purk on 
the tongue, and Francis O'Connor, Edgar Coleman, ‘‘Dos’’ 
Ramsdell and Rutledge to his left. 
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One of our senior citizens is our present street com- 
missioner, Henry “Hank” Anderson. He was born in 
Tama and has lived his life here. When a small boy 
he helped his Uncle Bill Anderson on the ice wagon. 
It was a covered wagon with a fine team of horses. 
In those days ice was “harvested” from Lake Cher- 
ry. B. F. Hill was manager of the Ice Company. 

As a young man Henry worked for Arthur “Doc” 
Ramsdell in the business of moving houses and other 
buildings. He recalls moving the present home of 
Leonard Jantzen, Tama police officer, from the cor- 
ner of 4th and Park street to its present location at 
507 State street. Another was the present John Peter- 
son home located on the old bathing beach road (this 
was formerly owned by Walter S. Brown), from its 
original site north of Mason Funeral Home on Hall 
street. 

He has worked for the city of Tama for 25 years 
and has seen many changes within that time. 

Henry married Gladys Strong on the 15th day of 
February, 1921. Their children are: Mrs. Dorothy 
Graham of Waterloo, Iowa, Junior, Larry, Joe and 
Audrie of Tama, and Raymond “Wimpy” of Mar- 
shalltown. 


MRS. FLORENCE STARR 
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MRS. ARTHUR STARR 


Florence Murray, daughter of Thomas and Char- 
lotte Murray, was born in Toledo, Iowa, August 7, 
1861, and celebrated her hundredth birthday August 
7, 1961, at the Tama Nursing Home, 800 Harmon 
Street, Tama, Iowa, where she has resided for the 
past eight years. 

She was united in marriage in Tama, Iowa, to Ar- 
thur Starr. They resided in Tama for a short time, 
moving to Chicago, Illinois, where Mr. Starr was 
President of the Chicago State Bank, returning to Ta- 
ma, Iowa, in 1919, where Mr. Starr passed away. 

To this union was born three children — Leonard, 
Ralph and Dorothy, ali deceased. Survivors are a 
daughter-in-law, Harriette of Winnetka,  [llinois, 
widow of the late Ralph Starr; two grandchildren, 
Ralph Walter Starr, and Dorothy (Starr) Idler, both 
of Cincinnati, Ohio; and several great-grandchildren. 
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A. J. (JACK) HOUDYSHELL 


MR. AND MRS. HENRY HOUDYSHELL 


A. J. (Jack) Houdyshell was born in Howard Town- 
ship, Tama County, March 13, 1859. The son of Hen- 
ry and Nancy Garrison Houdyshell early settlers in 
Howard Township. They came from Rockingham 
County, Ohio, in 1852. 

When he was nine years old his parents purchased 
a farm east of Tama. They lived in a log cabin while 
building the house, which still stands on the late 
Aaron Houdyshell farm. 


He attended the Irving Academy which was locat- 
ed near Old Redman. 


He married Nettie Elizabeth Morey and had two 
children, Gertrude and Marie of Marshalltown, Iowa. 

Jack was a farmer. He lived in Tama for 84 years. 

In the early days the farmers had to haul their 
wheat to Cedar Rapids to have it ground into flour. 
The trip took two days to get to Cedar Rapids and 
from one to two days at the mill and two days for 
the return trip. The overnight stop was at a place 
called Old Redman. 

His sister, Alice Houdyshell, taught at the Potter 
schoo! west of Tama. 


C. T. (NAT) MULLIGAN 
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C. T. “Nat” Mulligan was born February 8, 1899, 
on a farm 5 miles south of Traer, Iowa, the son of 
Daniel Mulligan and Margaret Ribby Mulligan. His 
boyhood was spent on the parental farm, 2 miles east 
of Tama. As a youth of 17, he went to work for Kraft 
Clothing Company as a salesman. His entire life was 
spent in selling. 

“Nat” Mulligan, as he was intimately known, was 
a self-made man. In his younger years he tried nu- 
merous occupations, and spent a few years in the 
large cities, and for a time was a successful business- 
man in Dubuque. Then he retumed to Tama and pur- 
chased the garage which he developed into the large 
business known as Mulligan’s, Inc. His ability was 
attested by his election to the city council, and as a 
councilman, helped to get the Joslyn Mfg. Co., start- 
ed here; his position as a member of the board of 
directors of the Tama State Bank; his prominence 
in the Chamber of Commerce, and in community af- 
fairs in general. He did as much as anyone in trying 
to get Tama and Toledo to forget old ways and co- 
operate, and was, as a director, responsible for much 
of the success of the Tama Toledo Country Club. St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church and parish counted him 
among its most energetic workers. 

He died, unexpectedly, of a heart attack on Janu- 
ary 5th, 1950. He was survived by his wife, Irma 
Speaker Mulligan, whom he married on December 
3d, 1921; a son, Jack F., who is now living in Cedar 
Rapids with his wife, Betty, and three children; and 
Patricia, who is a Junior at Mt. Mercy College in 
Cedar Rapids. He was also survived by five brothers: 
James, Harry, Dan, Earl, and Msgr. Frank Mulli- 
gan; and two sisters: Nell Youngman and Mildred. 
Harry, James and Msgr. Mulligan are since deceas- 
ed. 


MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM H. COPP 
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William Henry Copp, son of William H. and Doris 
Witt Copp, Sr., was born March 23, 1886, at Low 
Moor, Iowa, near Clinton. 


112 


In 1890 when he was four years old the family 
moved to Wheatland, lowa where William was rear- 


ed. 


He went to work for the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad at age 13, learning to be a telegrapher dur- 
ing his summer vacations from school. He was not 
yet 16 when he was appointed relief telegraph oper- 
ator at Stanwood, Iowa. Later relief operator at Belle 
Plaine, Iowa, and then appointed Station Agent at 
Calamus in 1903. 


While at Calamus, he married Leone Robley of Cal- 
amus on Nov. 18, 1908. He was Station Agent at Cala- 
mus 25 years. In April, 1928, Mr. Copp was transter- 
red to Tama as Northwestern Station Agent. He re- 
ceived a 50 year service pin from the Northwestern 
Railroad on Jan. 15, 1952. 

Mr. Copp was a charter member of the Tama Lions 
Club, former President of the old Tama Commercial 
Club, a past Master of Hiram of Tyre Masonic Lodge 
No. 203 of Tama, past Patron of the Order of Eastern 
Star at Tama, also a past Master of Zeradetha Ma- 
sonic Lodge at Wheatland, and past Patron of the 
Eastern Star at Wheatland, Iowa, member of the Con- 
sistory at Clinton, Iowa, and of Kaaba Shrine at Dav- 
enport, lowa, member of Order of Railroad Telegra- 
phers and held a 50 year certificate. 

Mr. Copp passed away March 1, 1955, Mrs. Leone 
Copp was born Aug. 16, 1887, on a farm west of Cala- 
mus, Iowa, the daughter of Heury and Barbara Rob- 
ley. She graduated from the Calamus High Schoo! 
and attended Browns Business College in Davenport. 
Iowa. She then worked in the Farmers Savings Bank 
in Calamus until her marriage to William TH. Copp. 

In 1937 Mr. and Mrs. Copp purchased the W. W. 
Carpenter residence at 305 West 13th Street in Tama, 
Iowa, where Mrs. Copp still resides. 
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MR. AND MRS. T. W. HILL 


Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Hill came to Tama in 1885 from 
Marshalltown, at which time Mr. Hill was made 
Agent of the C.&N.W. Railroad at Tama, the position 
he held until his retirement in 1911, after a total ot 
46 years with the railroad. 

The Hill family consisted of Lester, Bessie, Sadie, 
Ben, Frank, Pearl, Darr, Hugh, Helen and Adaline. 
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After the death of their daughter Sadie, her two sons, 
Talbert and Lowell, were adopted by the Hills and 
after the death of Frank’s wife his son, Richard, was 
cared for by Mrs. Hill. Mr. Hill passed away in July 
of 1912. Of the children, all are gone excepting Hugh, 
Helen Smith, Adaline Lyon, Talbert, Lowell and 
Richard. 

The family moved to the house west of Tama, now 
occupied by the Frank Turners, in 1900, and lived 
there for many years. 

Mrs. Hill passed away in the summer of 1933. 


THE VAN BALLOUN FAMILY 


i oR, Ses 
i rot MBE, Tae 
tes hy CO 


Pictured above is threshing rig owned by Van Balloun of 
South Tama County which did threshing from the Indian Set- 
tlement to Brooklyn, lowa. Cost of the complete outfit was 
$2350 and charges for threshing were two and a half cents 
per bushel for oats and four cents for wheat. 

In the picture are: Van Balloun on tank wagon, Ora Beck 
on thresher, on ground Nate Whitmore, Willis Houston, Tom 
Davis, unidentified, Henry Wright, Tom Cram, unidentified, 
Frank Wright on engine, Ed Gray on ground, Luther Renn on 
engine, unidentified, Nate Beadle. Phote taken in 1913 by 
Charles Wright one and a fourth mile east of Haven. 
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VAN BALLOUN ON ENGINE WHEEL 
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The Balloun family became a part of the Tama 
community in 1907 coming from Dardanelle, Arkan- 
sas, with their three children to a farm east of Tama, 
Iowa. In 1911 Van and Vlasty Balloun bought and 
moved to a 200 acre farm southeast of Tama and 
one and one-half miles west of Haven where they 
lived until retiring to Tama in 1943. Two additional 
children were born there; Helen in 1914 and Agnes 
in 1920. Both Mr. and Mrs. Balloun, though having 
little education themselves, believed firmly in higher 
education and made it possible for their children to 
attend high school and college. This was in a day 
when few farm children went beyond the eighth 
grade. Mr. Balloun was a progressive farmer being 
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one of the first to use such practices as liming, alf- 
alfa, commercial fertilizers and soil conservation 
practices. He was one of the first township commit- 
teemen for the AAA farm program. 


In 1913 Mr. Balloun bought one of the first large 
modern threshing outfits in South Tama County 
(pictured elsewhere). He continued to do threshing 
with this machine until 1933. In these early days the 
threshing season usually lasted from July to October. 
A threshing crew consisted of about 8 to 10 bundle 
haulers, 4 or 5 bundle pitchers, 3 or 4 grain haulers 
and 3 or 4 straw stackers. 


In 1942 Mr. and Mrs. Balloun retired to Tama 
where Mr. Balloun operated a blacksmith shop until 
his death in 1946. Mrs. Balloun now lives at 311 E. 
6th Street in Tama, Iowa. 


A brief account of their children follows: 


Rose, born in 1902 at Dardanelle, Arkansas, is now 
Mrs. Louis Upah living a half mile east of Toledo. 
She attended normal training school at Iowa State 
Teachers College and taught rural schools in South 
Tama County and married in 1924. The Upahs have 
seven children: Francis of Garwin, Richard of Ro- 
chelle, Illinois, Sylvester of Clutier, Mary Ann { Mrs. 
Paul Husak) of Toledo, Donald of Toledo, Ronald of 
Central City, Robert at home. The Upahs have 20 
grandchildren. 

Charles—following account taken from Iowa Offi- 
cial Register 1961-62: “Born at Dardanelle, Arkan- 
sas, 1904, graduate Iowa State University. Married 
Mary Delores Matula, January 1, 1929. Children, 
Gerald and Eugene (both deceased 1954). Four 
grandchildren, Linda, Diana, Jane and Gerald. 
School teacher administrator ten years. With U.W. 
Department of Agriculture as farm planner nine 
years and superintendent Alaska Experimental farm 
two years. Chairman Tama County Agricultural and 
Stabilization committee two and one-half vears. Dis- 
trict corn storage supervisor two years. Part owner 
of Tama County Grain Company and owner-operator 
of 240 acre farm east of Tama. Serving first term 
as State Representative. Gerald’s children are Linda, 
Diane, Jane and Jerry who live in Iowa City, Iowa.” 

Stanley, born in 1906 at Dardanelle, Arkansas. 
Graduate of Iowa State University, 1930. He married 
Edna Holt in 1932 and have two children: Jim in 
Guam and Joe, student at Iowa State University. 
He taught vocational agriculture until 1944 when he 
became superintendent of experimental work at the 
Fairbanks, Alaska, station and later transferred to 
the Matanuska station. He re-entered Iowa State Uni- 
versity in 1949 and earned his Doctors degree in 1952 
and is now Professor of Poultry at Iowa State Uni- 
versity. 

Helen, born in 1914 on a farm near Haven, is now 
Mrs. Floyd Lacina of two miles north of Grinnell. 
She attended Iowa State Teachers College for two 
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years and taught school until 1936. The Lacinas have 
three children, Sam, Ruth and Tom. 

Agnes, born in 1920 on the farm near Haven is now 
Mrs. Francis Musel of Cedar Rapids,. lowa, where 
they operate a drug and sundries store. She attended 
Pitzi's Beauty School at Waterloo, Iowa, and prac- 
ticed beauty culture at Tama for two years. She mar- 
ried Francis Musel in 1940. They have four children, 
Patricia, Richard, Mary Francis and Michael Van. 


MR. AND MRS. CHARLES G. MARSH 


Flossie N. Clark and Charles G. Marsh were mar- 
ried in Tama, November 29, 1905. They are now resi- 
dents of Stockton, California. Mrs. Marsh has fond 
memories of her girlhood, as neighbors to the Car- 
nals and expresses her love for her old home town. 
Among her recollections was the cloud burst in 1900 
which filled the Barber Shop, below the Goza Cloth- 
ing store, with water. Her cousin, Will Leonard, 
worked there at the time. 


E. G. WILSON 


E. G. Wilson and Ruth Irish Wilson were married 
in Marshalltown August 14, 1920. Mr. Wilson, the son 
of the late Henry H. and Rosa Griffith Wilson, was 
born in Taylorville, Illinois, and came to Iowa with 
his parents as a small child. He received his educa- 
tion in the rural! schools of Tama County and in the 
Toledo Public Schools. From July 20, 1916 to July 19, 
1920, he served in the Army and saw action in France 
and Germany. After his discharge from the Army, 
he was employed in the Tama Paper Mill. Following 
a few years when the family lived in Aurora, Illinois, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson and their children returned to 
Toledo, and afterwards moved to Tama where Mr. 
Wilson was employed by the J. H. Neil Creamery 
Company, and later drove semi-trailers for various 
companies. 

Mrs. Wilson’s parents were the late John and Ma- 
ry Ellen Ross Irish. She was born and raised in To- 
ledo and graduated from Toledo High School, after 
which she taught in the rural schools of Tama Coun- 
ty until her marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson began operating the Tama 
Convalescent Home, (now Tama Nursing Home), 
early in 1948, and have continued to enlarge and im- 
prove the business during the years. 

They are the parents of six children: Four sons, 
John of Chippewa Falls, Wis., Frank of Toledo, Carl 
of Tama and George of Jackson, Wis., and two 
daughters, Mrs. Donald (Rosemary) Schrack, Sr., 
and Mrs. Russel (Helen) Novak, both of Tama. There 
are twenty grandchildren. 


RUSSIE 


The grandparents of Emma Russie were born in 
Germany at Schleswig Holstein and came to Ameri- 
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EMMA RUSSIE 


ca about 1845. They traveled overland in a covered 
wagon to Davenport where their son, Henry Reese. 
was born in 1860. They left Davenport and settled 
near Maquoketa where they operated an Inn. The 
village was named Reeseville after their name. 
(Emma remembers her grandfather telling stories 
of Indians stopping at the Inn.) 

Later the Reeses moved to Tama County and 
bought a farm one mile east of Gladbrook which they 
bought from the government. 

Their son, Henry Reese, was married in 1886 in 
Tama City. 

Emma Russie, the daughter of Henry was married 
to Frank Russie in 1908 and lived in Green Mountain, 
Marshalltown and Maynard, Ark., before coming to 
Tama in 1942. They operated a restaurant in Tama 
for 18 years. Mrs. Russie retired October 28, 1960. 


MR. AND MRS. S. H. FERNEAU 


Early Tama County residents were S. H. Ferneau. 
born near Iowa City in 1857, and his wife, Harriett 
Burris Wilkinson, born in Indiana in 1863. They were 
married in Columbia Township and farmed in High- 
land Township the rest of their lives. 

Seven of their eleven children survive: Harry of 
Toledo, Mrs. John (Elsie) Allen of Centralia, Mis- 
souri, Glen of Grinnell, Mrs. Henry (Harriett) Fagan 
of Marshalltown, Mrs. Glen (Effie) Letch of Clinton 
and Frank and Fred of Highland township. 

Fred is married to Edna Depew. Their children are 
Mrs. Ernest (Margaret) Herink, of Clutier and Don- 
ald living on the home farm in Highland township. 

Frank married Adra E. Powers of Tama on Dec. 
16, 1914, they have since farmed in Highland town- 
ship but make their home in Tama during the winter 
months. They have two sons, Elmer, who is head of 
the Department of Education at Tulsa University, 
Tulsa, Okla., and Gerald who lives on the old home 
(S. H. Ferneau) place. They were educated in the 
Tama schools. 

The children of Gerald: Frank and Elaine, gradu- 
ated from Tama High School, and Claire and Claude 
are now attending school here. 
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MR. AND MRS. CLAUDE F. WEAVER 


In 1915 Claude F. Weaver began his 43 years of 
Railroading in the Signal Department of the North- 
western Railway, filling switch lamps with kerosene 
and lighting them each day. 

In 1917 he enlisted in the Army and served over- 
seas with the 34th “Red Bull” division. He returned 
to his former job in 1919 and was married to Luella 
Inman. 

He became a fireman and engineer in 1923 and for 
25 years fired engines by hand with a scoop shovel. 
This job in 1923 paid $3.46 for an 8-hour day. By 
1958 the engineer of a diesel engine was paid $19.37 
for 8 hours and was a "nice clean job.” 

For 20% years, along with his railroad job, Mr. 
Weaver owned and operated school buses for the Ta- 
ma Public Schools. 

When he retired in 1958 he was the engineer of the 
last steam switch engine to be used in the C.N.W. 
yards in Tama. Other members of the operating 
crew were Joseph Chervenka, switchman, (deceas- 
ed) and John Krizek, switch foreman, both of Tama 
and W. C. Vandevier, fireman and Max Rusk, switch- 
man, both of Belle Plaine. 

The steam engine was replaced by a combination 
road and switcher diesel engine. The daughters of 
Claude and Luella Weaver are: Mrs. Charles (Voda) 
Weir of Tama and Mrs. Richard (Claudine) Witten- 
baugh of Des Moines, Iowa. The grandchildren are: 
Joleen, Bruce and Charlene Weir of Tama, Iowa., 
Karen, Cathy, Ricky and Beth Ann Wittenbaugh of 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM METZ 


Mr. and Mrs. William Metz, one of the pioneer 
families, lived almost a century in the vicinity of Ta- 
ma. Mr. Metz was one of the 12 children of Rhein- 
hardt and Victoria Metz, natives of Schleswig Hol- 
stein, Germany. His parents settled on a farm four 
miles southeast of Tama in 1842. Mr. Metz was born 
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MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM METZ 
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in a log cabin on that farm. He spent most of his life 
farming in Columbia Township until moving to Tama 
in 1929. 

Mrs. Metz was a school teacher, teaching in rural 
schools around Chelsea, Vining, Otter Creek and Co- 
lumbia Townships, also several years in Cedar Ra- 
pids grade school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Metz were married Nov. 27, 1900. 
They observed their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
Nov. 27, 1950, with Open House. 

Mr. Metz passed away July, 1957, at the age of 85 
and Mrs. Metz, Feb., 1960, at the age of 95. 

Mr. and Mrs. Metz had two sons, Lester Metz of 
Vinton, and Charles Metz of Tama. Nine grandchil- 
dren and 22 great-grandchildren. 


MR. AND MRS. CHARLES METZ 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Metz are life long residents 
of Tama community. Mrs. Charles (Leota) Metz was 
born in Tama (1907), daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles C. Smith. Mrs. Metz was educated in the Ta- 
ma Public Schools. She taught in rural schools for a 
short time, and then for 15 years was operator for 
Central Iowa Telephone Co. Mrs. Metz is a member 
of the Methodist Church, Women’s Society of Chris- 
tian Service, member of Order of Eastern Star serv- 
ing as Worthy Matron in 1944, member of Past Ma- 
trons Club, Octagon Club and past President of Par- 
ent Teachers Association. 

Charles Metz was born in Columbia Township in 
1903, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Metz. He received 
his education in rural schools and Tama High School. 
Mr. Metz farmed with his father until 1924 when he 
started working for the J. G. Cherry Co., now Pack- 
aging Corporation of America, where he is fireman, 
and has worked there for 29 years. Mr. Metz is a 
member of the Methodist Church, past Noble Grand 
of [1.0.0.F. Lodge and member of 25 Year Club of 
the Packaging Corporation of America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Metz have one daughter, Mrs. Danny 
(Charlene) Robinson now residing in Omaha, Nebr., 
and two grandsons, Douglas and David Robinson. 
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LESLIE AND DOROTHY METZ 


Leslie Metz was born in Tama, Iowa, received his 
education in Tama Public Schools graduating with 
the class of 1942. He entered the armed services May 
of 1944 and served until 1947. 

He married Dorothy Bidwell, daughter of Charles 
and Edith Bidwell, November, 1945. To this union 
was born three sons, Larry, age 11, Terry, age 9, and 
James, age 1. 

Leslie and Dorothy are both active members of the 
Tama Methodist Church. Leslie has been employed 
by the City of Tama for eleven years as Water Com- 
missioner. He is a 6 year member of the Tama Vol- 
unteer Fire Department. The Metzs reside in the 
Wm. Metz home (Leslie’s grandfather) at 1000 Mc- 
Clellan Street. 


MR. AND MRS. C. MICELI 


Joe Bacino emigrated to the United States from 
Sicily in early 1900. A relative, Frank Miceli, follow- 
ed in a few years. Because they found Tama a de- 
sirable place to live, Charles Miceli, brother of 
Frank, also came to Tama about 1919, and worked 
for the Northwestern Railroad at the Tama Round 
House. 

In 1926, Charles returned to Sicily to visit in his 
old home in Burgio and while there, was married to 
Dorothy Sala. After a few months he returned alone 
to Tama to continue his work. A son, Sammy, was 
born in Burgio, Sicily, and it was not until he was 
two years old that Mrs. Miceli followed her husband 
to the U.S.A. to make her home at 310 West Ninth 
Street in Tama, for the following 33 years. In about 
1933, after the depression, Charles Miceli was em- 
ployed by Central Fibre Products, where he has serv- 
ed 28 years. 

The children all graduated from Tama High School 
and Vita, their youngest daughter is a Registered 
Nurse. The children are: Sam, married to Betty Rob- 
bins, lives in Arcadia, California; Ann, Mrs. Dale 
Stuckenbruck of Cedar Rapids, Ia.; Jim, married to 
Esther Farnum of Cedar Rapids, Ia., have two sons, 
Steven and Michael; Vita, Mrs. Warren Plavets of 
Marshalltown, Ia., have a son, Kenneth. 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN W. CROSKEY 


John W. Croskey was born in Cardis, Ohio, Sept. 
97, 1872. When a child he came to Iowa, and as a 
young man worked in South Dakota, where he met 
and married Nora A. Weed at Hurley, South Dakota, 
in 1897. 

Three boys were born to them, one is buried at 
Sultillo, Old Mexico, where they lived for nine years. 
They returned to the U.S.A, and John operated the 
Light Plant at Manchester, Iowa, until 1919. Then he 
ran the artificial ice plant in Iowa City until Jan. 4, 
1920, when he was hired by Mr. Cherry to come to 
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Tama to operate the Power Plant of the J. G. Cherry 
Co. Paper Mill, as Chief Engineer. In Sept., 1931, he 
became the traveling engineer for the new Central 
Fibre Products Company and he spent much of his 
time in Quincy, Illinois, and Vincennes, Ind., during 
the years of 1931 to 1937. After 1937, he remained at 
the Tama Mill until his retirement in 1952. 

At one time he was a member of the Tama City 
Council, Commercial Club, National Assoc. of Power 
Engineers, Rebekah Lodge, a past Noble Grand of 
the I.0.0.F. and past Chief Patriarch of the Seneca 
Encampment. 

Mrs. Croskey is a member of the Royal Neighbors, 
Rebekahs, past Chief Matriarch of Seneca Encamp- 
ment Auxiliary. She is also a member of the Method- 
ist Church, Clover Club, Cemetery Aid Society, and 
President of Civic Improvement League. There are 
two sons, Calvin and Kenneth, who reside in Tama. 


RAYMOND AND MARIE ZELLER 


Raymond C. and Marie Bobinet Zeller moved to 
Tama from Belle Plaine in the summer of 1927. Thev 
have 2 children: Max Zeller, now living in La Cana- 
da, California, and Marion Zeller Troop, living in 
Pasadena, California. Both Max and Marion are 
graduates of the Tama Public Schools. 

Ray has been employed with the City of Tama 
since 1943. In 1945 he was appointed as sexton of the 
Oak Hill Cemetery. His constant efforts during those 
17 years as sexton has made the Oak Hill Cemetery 
one of the most beautiful in the State. Some of his 
achievements were: Making all of the 15 acres of 
the cemetery into usable grave spaces, locating 
corner stones and setting markers for same, lo- 
cating many unknown graves, helping compile 
large 4 ft. by 6 ft. map showing each Lot and Block 
and names of the owners of the grave spaces, made 
complete records of burials. He instigated the estab- 
lishment of the “Memory Gardens” portion in our 
cemetery. He improved Babyland by systematically 
marking all baby graves. At a later date he promoted 
through public donation, small cherub statues placed 
at the four corners of Babyland. He made planters 
for the base of each statue thus making a permanent 
setting. Another promotion not costing the City of Ta- 
ma was the center entry portal. This was accomplish- 
ed by donations of $50.00 for each name inscribed on 
one of the 2 bronze plaques mounted on the front 
sides of the portal. The project was started in the 
fall of 1958 and completed in time for a combined 
Memorial service and Dedication on Decoration Day 
of 1959. 

Ray is partially retired, he is on the city pay roll 
four months of each year, the rest of the time he 
devotes to the City, is gratis. He has been greatly 
interested in “Beautifying Tama” but states “I 
guess I just do not use the right approach or words 
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to make people realize I am working for them, not 
against them.” 


BEN JONES 


Ben Jones has served the Tama Public Schools as 
coach, high school principal, and since 1942 as super- 
intendent. This year marks his second year as Super- 
intendent of the newly organized South Tama County 
Community School District. 

Besides his professional duties he has been active 
in community affairs, a member of the Lions Club, 
Chamber of Commerce, Masonic Lodge and Tama 
Methodist Church. Mr. Jones is a graduate of Newton 
High School and came to Tama in 1922 following his 
graduation from Coe College. Mr. Jones has also at- 
tended the University of Wisconsin and the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. He received his Masters Degree 
from the University of Iowa. 

He was Scout Master of Troop 3 and was awarded 
the Silver Beaver Badge for his twenty-five years of 
Service in the Boy Scouts. 

Music has been one of the main avocations of the 
Jones family. 

Mrs. Jones has been active in the clubs and organ- 
izations of Tama, having served on the Red Cross 
Board, the Library Board and the Tama County Can- 
cer Society. 

Their two sons also have careers in the educational 
field. Dr. Alan R. Jones is Assistant Professor of His- 
tory at Grinnell College, and Dr. Ben W. Jones is on 
the faculty of Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada. 
Both are married and both are parents of two sons. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones reside in Reids Addition in a 
new home built in 1956. They have found Tama to be 
a good place to live. 


IRVIN PLOWMAN FAMILY 


Irvin Francis Plowman, born March 6, 1909, at 
Melvern, Kansas, moved with his parents (Charles 
Spurgeon Plowman and Dora Mott Plowman) to Ta- 
ma, Iowa, in March, 1920. He has lived here ever 
since, and attended the Tama Public Schools. He 
started to work at the Paper Mill (then Cherry-Bur- 
rell Co.) in 1927. This is his 35th year there. He is a 
charter member of the “25 Year Club.” 

He was married to Maxine Arvilla Armstrong June 
6, 1931, and has two daughters, Frances and Delight. 
Frances Louise Plowman Twit, born Nov. 7, 1932, at 
Tama, Iowa, married Wilmer Ogle Twit of Slater, 
Iowa, Feb. 22, 1952, and have two children; Gail Lor- 
raine, born April 16, 1953, and Stephen Edwerd, born 
Feb. 19, 1957. Former residents of Tama and Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, now living in Santa Ana, California. 

Delight Jean Plowman Callahan, born August 6, 
1934, at Tama, Iowa, and was married to Rondal 
Gene Callahan of Woodward, Iowa, Dec. 4, 1954 and 
had four children: Richard Lynn, died in infancy; 
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surviving children, Debra Ann, born March 5, 1956: 
Timothy John, born Feb. 21, 1958; Michael Francis, 
born May 19, 1959. Delight has a daughter, Rita Kay 
Downs, born Feb. 10, 1952, by a former marriage to 
Donald Downs of Montour, Iowa. They reside in Ta- 
ma. 

Maxine Arvilla Armstrong Plowman was born at 
Tama, Iowa, September 21, 1913. Her parents were 
Aaron Burr Armstrong and Dorothy Mae Zigler Arm- 
strong. She attended Tama High School. Maxine was 
ordained as a Minister of the Gospel in Des Moines, 
Iowa, in June, 1950, and became the Pastor and 
founder of “Gospel Center, Inc.,” Tama, Iowa. 

Her maternal grandfather, Enos Zigler, was one of 
the early settlers of Koszta, Iowa, near Marengo. 

Irvin's grandfather, John Thomas Plowman, was a 
circuit rider Baptist Minister in Kansas, going to 
Kansas from Pennsylvania in a covered wagon. He 
was a personal friend of Charles Spurgeon, noted 


English evangelist, and named Irvin’s father after 
his friend. 


THE GALE FRINK FAMILY 


The Meyers and Frink Cattle Company came to 
Tama in 1936. It was managed by Stewart Franks 
and Cecil Rooks. Later it was changed to the Tama 
Cattle Company and Gale Frink took over the man- 
agement. He had a number of buyers in the west. 
but the most of the buying and selling was done by 
him. He was well known by many folks from Texas 
to Montana for his fair dealing and efficiency in busi- 
ness. Gale Frink graduated from Iowa State College. 

Mrs. Frink, formerly Helen Deardorff graduated 
from the State University of Iowa. The Frink family 
moved to Tama in 1941. Three of the children are 
graduates of the State University. Helen graduated 
from Corneil College. Richard graduated from both 
schools. After his army training he took up the study 
of medicine at the State University. Lynn is also a 
Doctor of Medicine. 

Helen was chosen to attend the American Univer- 
sity at Washington D. C. for a semester. Dad and 
mother visited Washington while she was there. At 
present she lives in Boulder, Colorado. Her husband 
is Gary Strine, who is employed at the National Bu- 
reau of Standards. They have two little girls. 

Marilyn who graduated from Iowa State, is mar- 
ried to a commercial fisherman in Alaska. She and 
her husband, Skip Jordan, have given many illus- 
trated talks on Alaska. 

In 1955 the elder Frinks took a month off from cat- 
tle buying to fish a while with the Jordans in Alaska. 
[It was a great experience. 

Peggy is Mrs. J. R. Humphreys of New York City. 
Her husband, a teacher in Columbia, has a recent 
book, “Lost Towns and Roads of America,” which is 
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very popular. He has written a number of magazine 
articles. 


Lynn is at present, taking a residency at Long 
Beach, California. 

Dick is a Fellow at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota. There are twelve grandchildren, five 
boys and seven girls. 


MR. AND MRS. PAUL H. STIGERS 


Paul H. Stigers, business manager of the Tama 
News-Herald, came to Tama in March, 1913, when 
his parents moved here from a farm four miles 
southeast. He has spent the remainder of his life here 
except a brief residence of three months in Oskaloo- 
sa during which time his father operated a theatre 
in that city. As a boy he worked with his father who 
owned and operated the Acme Bottling Co. in Tama, 
after which he worked for a brief time with J. H. 
Neil in the creamery and later went to the Tama 
News as an apprentice printer, learning to operate 
a linotype while going to High School from which he 
graduated with the class of 1922. In that same year 
he was appointed mechanical foreman of the Tama 
News and became foreman of the Tama News-Herald 
shortly after the consolidation of the News with the 
Herald in 1925. 


He is a past Master of Hiram of Tyre Lode No. 203 
and a member of the Order of Eastern Star, also a 
member of the Tama Chamber of Commerce. 

From 1951 to 1959 he served on the Tama City 
Council from the Second Ward and while in that of- 
fice was Chairman of Cemetery and Parks for five 
years, followed by four and one-half years as Chair- 
man of Finance. He also served as construction 
chairman when the Tama-Toledo swimming pool was 
built. During the time he served on the City Council 
he took part in three paving programs, several water 
and sewer extensions and three new additions were 
added to the city. He also served as resolutions chair- 
man of the Iowa League of Municipalities which pro- 
duced the road-use tax resolution now a part of Iowa 
law governing the distribution of tax monies to cities 
and towns. 

In 1922 he was married to Dorothy Bissell, who is 
also a lifelong resident of this community, being the 
daughter of Lewis M. and Lois Eshbaugh Bissell who 
resided on a farm five miles south of Tama which 
Mr. Bissell’s father, Hiram Bissell, purchased from 
the government after the Civil War. 

Mrs. Stigers was educated in the Tama Public 
Schools and St. Katherine’s school in Davenport. She 
is a member of the Methodist Church, charter mem- 
ber of the W.S.C.S., member of Tama Chapter O.E.S. 
and past Mother Advisor of Rainbow for Girls and 
holder of Grand Cross of Color membership in that 
organization. She is also a past Regent of the D.A.R. 
and a member of the Tama Octagon Club, holding 
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office as President at this time. She was also Presi- 
dent of the Tama P.T.A. at the time the present High 
School building was built. The Stigers have three chil- 
dren, Mrs. V. J. Porter (June) of Quakertown, Pa., 
Gary of Des Moines and Frederick of Cedar Rapids; 
also ten grandchildren. 


STRINE 


Lloyd H. and Dorothy Strine moved to Tama from 
Kansas City, Missouri, in 1938. They are the parents 
of two sons, Gary and Phillip. Gary is married to 
the former Helen Frink and lives in Boulder, Colora- 
do. They are the parents of two daughters, Candy and 
Becky. Phillip’s wife is the former Karen Cooper and 
they live in Des Moines, Iowa. The family is Method- 
ist affiliated. 


ROBERT AND BESS INGLES 


Mr. Ingles is a native Iowan, born in Wapello Coun- 
ty in 1907. He was educated in Wapello County 
schools. In 1933 he joined the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and works with the Federal Meat Inspec- 
tion Service. For several years he was stationed at 
various cities throughout the middle west. At present 
he is located at Marshalltown, Iowa, where he has 
been for over twenty vears. He has served on the 
Tama School Board, Library Board, past Master of 
Hiram of Tyre Masonic Lodge of Tama, also a mem- 
ber of the Masonic Consistory and Shrine at Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. 

Bess Ingles was born at Pawnee City, Nebraska, 
in 1909. She has.lived in Tama since 1926. She grad- 
uated from the Tama Public Schools with the class 
of 1927. She attended Brown’s Business College in 
Peoria. Illinois. Mrs. Ingles has been City Clerk of 
Tama since 1948, secretary to the Tama Chamber oi 
Cominerce for 12 years. She is a charter member ot 
the Tama Business and Professional Women’s Club, 
and a member of the Oak Hill Cemetery Association 

The Ingles have one daughter, Anne Mary, born 
in 1940. Anne received her elementary and High 
School education in the Tama Public Schools. She 
then entered college at the State University at lowa 
City where she is now completing her schooling. 
Anne is a Speech Major and is considering teaching 
as a profession. She was active in school affairs and 
a member of the Tama Rainbow Girls, in which -or- 
ganization she was elected to the office of Grand 
Charity for the State of Iowa. 

Note: In March, 1948, the Ingles purchased their 
present home at 1203 State Street. This home was 
built by A. W. Guernsey in the early 1870's. Mr. 
Guernsey was prominent in early Tama history be- 
ing Mayor of Tama in 1883, secretary to che Tama 
School Board and Justice of the Peace. Later years 
Robert Berry owned this home. Mr. Berry also serv- 
ed the City of Tama as street commissioner. 
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JAY BALFOUR SADIE BALFOUR 


Jay Andrew Balfour, the son of Andrew and Fran- 
ces Balfour, was born June 26, 1893, on a farm nine 
miles north of Toledo, Iowa. He married Sadie Alice 
Smith, daughter of Eugene and Mary Smith, bor 
March 1, 1893, and they farmed eight years. 

In 1925, Jay worked as a car salesman for Ben 
Morgan and in 1928 moved to Tama to manage 
Morgan’s Chevrolet Garage. 

In 1930, Jay and Sadie bought Walt Dumbauld’s 
lunch room in the Dolash building, obtained the first 
beer permit in Tama County and operated Jay’s 
Place. 

In 1943, the business was moved to 4th Street in 
the Leon Spooner building and sold to Claude Dowd 
and Bill Silvers in 1944. The Balfours bought an acre- 
age in Toledo, Iowa. In 1946 Mrs. Balfour and Maxine 
Peska started as business partners and sold out to 
Henry and Kathryn D’Orazio. 

In 1949, the Balfours bought John Kubalek’s Tav- 
ern and sold it back to him in 1951. In 1952, Jay was 
clerk and later manager of the Toledo State Liquor 
Store until they retired to a mobile home at 703 E. 
Carleton Street in Toledo, Iowa. 


Mr. Balfour has been a member of Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows for 45 years. He is a charter 
member of FOE 2828. 

Mrs. Balfour is a past Oracle of Royal Camp 1593; 
Royal Neighbors of America; charter member of 
Eagles Auxiliary 2828; and Diamond Link Rebekah 
Lodge No. 176, 1.0.0.F. 


GEORGE AND INA MOCHAL 


George and Ina Dolezal Mochal moved to Tama in 
1930 from Poweshiek County. Mr. Mochal bought 
half interest in the Mochal Garage owned and oper- 
ated by L. K. Mochal on 4th Street in the Dolash 
buidling. In 1932 they added the Chrysler-Ply mouth 
agency to the business and in 1935 a complete line of 
Case farm machinery. 

In 1942 Mr. Mochal bought the other half interest 
and in 1945 moved the business, Mochal Motor Co., 
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to the new cement block building he built at 405 State 
Street across from the Twin City Laundry. 

The automobile agency was discontinued in the 
early part of World War II. Mr. Mochal was in the 
garage business for 25 years and a Case farm ma- 
chinery dealer for 20 years until his death in 1955. 

Children are Mrs. Merle (Ina Mae) Kensinger of 
Denver, Colorado, and Mrs. Robert J. (Mary Joan) 
Kovarik, of Chicago, Illinois. Ina Mae received a 
B.S.C. degree from the State University of Iowa in 
1950. Joan (Phi Beta Kappa) received a B.A. degree 
from the University in 1952 and taught English in 
high and junior high school and was librarian at the 
Braille & Sight Saving School at Vinton for five 
years. 

There are two grandchildren, Kristina Joan Ken- 
singer and Stephen Merle Kensinger. 


MR. AND MRS. FRED VAN De WALLE 
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FRED VAN De WALLE 


Chief of Police Fred Van De Walle and his family 
moved to Tama September 1, 1939, from Vining, [a., 
They lived on Siegel Street for five years, then bought 
a house on 707 State Street in 1945. Mr. Van De Walle 
joined the police force shortly after they moved to 
Tama and was promoted to Chief of Police in 1941. 
He retired from the police force in 1961. 

The Van De Walle’s daughter, Maxine (Mrs. Lester 
Randall), of Marshalltown has two children, Claudia 
and Bruce. Frederick, Jr., of Tama, Iowa, is married 
to Phyllis Dee, the parents of Kirk and Paula. 
“Freddie” served three years in the Navy in World 
War II. 


THE VARNUMS OF TAMA 


Victor V. Varnum and his wife, Mary Ohland Var- 
num, came to Tama in 1935 where he was employed 
by the Iowa Electric Light and Power Co. They had 
three children, Clark Marcus, born in 1936; Edith 
Belle, born in 1938; Mary Henrietta, born in 1947. 
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Victor V. Varnum has been a member of the Tama 
Fire Department from 1937 to the present time. In 
the 1950’s he served nine years as its chief. Dur- 
ing this time a program of training in First Aid was 
begun, and a large rescue truck and rural tanker 
truck were obtained and fully equipped. He is active 
as a First Aid Instructor and is a partner in the 
operation of the Tama Airport. 

Mary O. Varnum, Victor’s wife, is a registered 
nurse who received her training at the Community 
Hospital at Grinnell, Iowa. For several years she 
served as public school nurse in Tama. 


Clark M. Varmnum graduated from Tama High 
School in 1954, attended Iowa State University at 
Ames, Iowa, and graduated in 1958 with a grade 
point average of 3.94. He was ranked number two in 
his graduating class. His degree was B.A. in Science, 
majoring in Physics and Mathematics. Following his 
graduation he was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship 
under which he studied for a year at the University 
of Gottingen in Gottingen, Germany. 

After returning from Germany in 1959 he began 
post graduate study of nuclear physics at Princeton 
University in Princeton, New Jersey. He completed 
two years of post graduate study at Princeton under 
a National Science Foundation Fellowship and began 
his third year in the fall of 1961. He had practically 
completed the requirements for his Ph. D. degree 
when he was killed in an automobile accident near 
Dixon, Illinois, Jan. 1, 1962. He was returning to 
Princeton after spending Christmas vacation at his 
parent’s home in Tama. Clark was buried in the Var- 
num family lot in Oak Hill Cemetery in Tama. He 
was a member of the following Greek Letter Socie- 
ties by virtue of his scholastic achievements: Phi 
Eta Sigma, Phi Mu Epsilon, Phi Kappa Phi, Sigma 
XI. He fluently spoke German, French, and Spanish. 

Edith Belle Varnum graduated from Tama High 
School in 1956 and from the School of Nursing at St. 
Luke’s Methodist Hospital in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 
1959, with the degree of R.N. In October of 1959 she 
was married to Fred Nekola, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Nekola. They make their home in Cedar Ra- 
pids, Iowa, where she has been an instructor of nurs- 
es at St. Luke’s Hospital ever since her graduation, 
and he is employed by Wilson & Company. 

Mary Henrietta Varnum is a freshman in Tama 


High School. 
CLARENCE AND IRENE FOWLER 


Clarence R. and Irene Davis Fowler and two sons, 
Ramon and Ronald, moved to Tama in 1947 from 
Highland Township, Tama County. Mr. Fowler is en- 
gaged in carpenter work and Mrs. Fowler taught in 
the rural schools of Tama County for fifteen years. 

Ramon and Ronald graduated from the Tama High 
Schooi in 1953 and 1954, respectively. Ramon served 
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one year in the National Guard and three years in 
the Marines. Ronald served three years in the Army, 


‘spending twenty-eight months in Germany. 


Mr. and Mrs. Fowler have two granddaughters, 
Collette and Catherine, daughters of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ramon Fowler. Ronald Fowler is married to the for- 
mer Sandra Wiese and now live in Toledo. He is em- 
ployed on the Tama Section of the Milwaukee Road 
and Sandra is employed in the Tama State Bank. 

All are members of the Tama Methodist Church. 


MR. AND MRS. HARRY WILD 


Harry and Agnes Wobeter Wild resided in the Sher- 
idan neighborhood. To them were born three chil- 
dren, Vera in 1899, who passed away in 1927, and 
twins, Pearl and Nelson, Oct. 1, 1905. 

After Mr. Wild’s death in 1936, Mrs. Wild purchas- 
ed a home at 711 State Street, Tama, Iowa, where 
she resided with her son. 

Pearl received her education in the County Schools 
and attended High School at our Lady of Angels 
Academy at Clinton, Ia. She attended Iowa State 
Teachers College at Cedar Falls, fa., for two years. 
She taught in the rural schools in Sheridan township. 
On Sept. 18, 1926, she married William Snellenbar- 
ger, from Frankfort, Indiana. In 1932 they bought a 
farm at Colfax, Indiana. Three sons were born to 
them: Joseph, Aug. 28, 1927, David, Nov. 2, 1928 and 
William, Jr., June 24, 1930. 

In 1953, Pearl came to Tama to be with her mother, 
who was ill at that time. After Mrs. Wild’s death in 
1956, she continued to make a home for her brother, 
Nelson. She has been employed at the Ben Franklin 
Store since 1953. She has been an active member in the 
Business and Professional Women’s Club and at the 
present time is serving her third term, not consecu- 
tively, as President. She is serving her fifth year as 
secretary of the Fraternal Order of Eagles Auxiliary 
2828. 

Her three sons are living near New Richmond, In- 
diana. They are all married. Joseph and Louise have 
two sons, Ronnie and Steve. David and Doris have 
two sons, Raymond and David, Jr., and twin daugh- 
ters, Sharon and Karen. William, Jr., and Bernice 
have three sons, Brent, Mike and Rex. 


ALVIN P. KOUBAS 


Alvin P. Kouba was born April 8, 1911, at Vining, 
Iowa, son of Paul and Mary (Hrabak) Kouba. 

He is employed in the Tama Post Office and estab- 
lished residence in Tama in July 1930. He was pro- 
moted to assistant Postmaster in January 1952 and 
served under Postmasters Spencer Nelson, John Hy- 
nek, Gerald J. Svacina and Joseph Chervenka Jr. 

He married Isabelle M. Dee, daughter of Herbert 
H. and Amy (Spire) Dee, August 2, 1936, and the 
three sons are Gary of Cedar Rapids, Douglas and 
Herbert at home. 
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MR. AND MRS. JOHN TOWNSEND 


John Thomas Townsend was born in Dysart, Iowa, 
May 19, 1910. He graduated from Dysart High School 
in 1928 and from the University of Iowa in 1936 with 
a B.S. in Commerce. John lived in Chicago from 1936 
to 1941 and was married to Ellen Besack of Newton, 
Iowa, October 8, 1938. The Townsends moved to 
Tama May 19, 1941, when John became Office Mana- 
ger for Central Fibre Products Company. Their four 
children are Susan, born Dec. 19, 1941; James, born 
Aug. 28, 1943; Howard, born March 1, 1943, and 
Thomas, born March 25, 1951. 

In September 1955 John became Plant Manager of 
Central Fibre which has since merged and is known 
as Packaging Corporation of America. He served six 
years on the Tama School Board, and for many years 
held an office in the Tama-Toledo Country Club. He 
is a Past President of the Lions Club. 


MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM 


M. COE 


MR. AND MRS. W. M. COE 


William M. and Minnie B. Coe moved to Tama 
Sept. 18, 1942. Mr. Coe was employed as Signal Main- 
tainer for the C.M.St.P.&P. Railroad. 

One son, Roger Norman, graduated from S.U.I. in 
1957 with a degree in Chemical Engineering and 
Georgetown Law Center in Washington, D.C., in 
1961. He married Mary Woodman of Russell, Iowa. 

Minnie B. Coe worked part time at Wielands Good- 
year store for 10 years, and five years for Denny's 
Shoe Store. She served 17 years as Superintendent of 
the First Baptist Sunday School. Has served as Presi- 
dent of Baptist Ladies Aid and Missionary Society, 
Clover and Octagon Study Clubs and County Chair- 
man of Federated Clubs, a member of Band Boosters 
and P.T.A. 


DERWOOD D. POTTER 


Mr. and Mrs. Derwood D. Potter reside at 810 Har- 
mon Street with their two sons, Jerry and Douglas. 


The Potters came to Tama in 1946 from Long Beach, 
California. Mr. Potter purchased the McVey Food 
Store and was in the retail grocery business for seven 
years. Since May of 1956, Mr. Potter has been em- 
ployed as Assistant Cashier of the Tama State Bank. 

Mrs. Potter is presently the art instructor at the 
Tama High School. Jerry Potter is a sophomore stu- 
dent enrolled at Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa. 
Douglas is a freshman student at Tama High School. 


MR. AND MRS. CHARLES E. MARSHALL 


Charles E. and Joan Marshall and daughter, Bar- 
bara, came to Tama August 1948 from Oak Park, IIli- 
nois. They leased the George Inman Restaurant at 
the old junction of Highways 63 and 30, for four years. 
When the highway was changed, Kenneth Bacon of 
Toledo constructed Marshall’s Cafe Building east of 
Tama on Highway 30 and it was occupied October 
1952. 

Since young people are of major concern and in- 
terest to Chuck Marshall, they are always welcomed. 
Marshall’s Cafe has been a favorite spot, after games, 
for young people to gorge tenderloins, onion rings 
and coffee and replay the games verbally. 

Joan is a familiar sight to the farmers at the Tama 
Sales Barn, where she has managed the concession 
for the food counter for 12 years. 

Barbara was twelve when the Marshalls moved to 
Tama, a Jittle city girl with a great love for horses, 
dogs and the outdoors. Here she had her own riding 
horse and her desires were fulfilled. Barbara gradu- 
ated from Tama High School in 1953 and attended 
Elmhurst College. She married Francis J. O'Rourke 
of Marshalltown and now lives in Santa Ana, Cali- 
fornia where her husband is practicing law. 


M. ROLLAND MORGAN 


M. Rolland Morgan, son of Ben and Alice Morgan, 
was born in Toledo, Iowa. He attended the Toledo 
Public Schools; and after graduation was employed 
by the Central Iowa Telephone Company in various 
towns in Iowa. He moved to Chicago in 1937, and 
was employed by Western Electric Co. 

He moved to Tama in 1938, and was emploved by 
Mr. L. T. Fisher in the elecirical business until 1940 


‘ when he moved to Cedar Rapids and was employed 
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by Collins Radio Company. 

In January, 1942, he enlisted in the Navy, and was 
called to active duty in April, 1942, taking his “boot” 
training at Great Lakes Training Center. 

He married Harriet Martin, daughter of Ray and 
Anna Martin, in 1942. Harriet was with Rolland dur- 
ing his training at Oklahoma A&M, Stillwater, Okla- 
homa; U.S. Naval Training Center, San Francisco, 
and U.S. Submarine Base, New London, Conn. 

Harriet moved to Tama in 1943, when Rolland was 
assigned to duty on the Submarine U.S.S. Haddock. 
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Rolland served on the Haddock as Chief Radio Tech- 
nician until the close of World War II, making eight 
war patrols in the Pacific area. 


Rolland was discharged from the Navy in October, 
1945, and returned to Tama. He was employed by 
the Iowa Electric Light and Power Company in 1946. 
He worked in the Tama area until 1948. He was trans- 
ferred to Gladbrook as Local Manager in 1948, and 
moved his family to Gladbrook in 1949. 


Rolland was transferred to the Marshalltown office 
in 1952, and in 1955 was transferred to DeWitt, Iowa, 
as Division Manager. In May of 1955, the Toledo 
Division Manager retired, and he was assigned to fill 
this vacancy. 

Rolland and Harriet built a new home in Reid’s 
Addition in 1958, and moved into their new home at 
400 E. 18th Street in December of 1958. 

The Morgan family has three boys and a girl: James 
Rolland, John Douglas, Jerold Lynn and Janis Kay. 

Rolland belongs to the Tama Methodist Church, 
the Tama Lions Club, and the Tama-Toledo Kiwanis 
Club. 


FRANK TURNER 


Frank L. and June Gandy Turner have lived in or 
near Tama since their marriage in 1923. Mr. Turner 
is a native of North Carolina and came to Iowa with 
his parents when he was eleven years old. He lived 
on a farm in the Sheridan community until he was a 
young man. He then began working as apprentice 
helper in the C.&N.W. Car shops in Tama. He 
worked then as a car-repairer until the car shop was 
abandoned. He worked at the Paper Mill, Beale’s Ele- 
vator, and as a section laborer on the C.&N.W. Rail- 
road. He then retired to an acreage west of Tama. 

Mrs. Turner is a native of Tama County, spending 
most of her early life in the Toledo community. She 
has been actively engaged in teaching much of her 
life. She has also been a 4-H Girl’s Club leader. She 
is, at present, the President of the “Clover Club” and 
Recording Secretary of the “Tama Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club.” She is also an active mem- 
ber of the W.S.C.S. of the Methodist Church. 

Their children are Mrs. Gerald (Alene Turner) 
Bolen of Westminster, Colorado, Mrs. James (Shirley 
Turner) Wacha of Brooklyn, Iowa, and Robert Turner 
of Tipton, Iowa. Grandchildren are Jayne and Doug- 
las Bolen, Linda, James, LaDonna and Jeffrey Wacha, 
and Bradley Turner. 


LEONARD JANTZENS 


Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Jantzen of 507 State Street 
moved to Tama, Iowa, October 17, 1955. Mrs. Jantzen 
was the former Alma Sieck. Leonard has been em- 
ployed as a city police officer for four years. He re- 
ceived promotion to Chief of Police on January 1, 


1962. . 


LEONARD JANTZEN 


Mr. and Mrs. Jantzen have three sons and five 
grandchildren. Sons are Harold, Lyle and Donald 


Jantzen. 
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MR. AND MRS. LEO STEIES 
In Frontier Day Costume 


Mr. and Mrs. Leo Steies and Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Feist and daughter, Connie, arrived in Tama in June. 
1945, from Menomonie, Wisconsin. Leo and Carl were 
partners in the Gamble Store until Carl passed away 
November 9, 1957. Leo purchased Carl’s interest in 
the business January 1, 1958. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Feist still resides in Tama and her 
daughter, Connie, teaches at Roosevelt High School 
in Des Moines. 

Robert Steies came to Tama in September of 1958 
from Menomonie, Wisconsin, to help his brother in 
the Gamble Store. Robert and Doris Steies and chil- 
dren, Kathy, Billy, Timmy, and Becky, live at 1603 
Siegel Street. 

Leo Steies is past president of the Tama Chamber 
of Commerce and Tama Lions Club. 


MR. AND MRS. FRED PIEPER 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pieper were originally from Ben- 
ton County, but moved here from Osage in 1957. 
Fred, who is associated with the Tama County Farm 
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Bureau Insurance, is a graduate of the Iowa State 
University. Helen, a Registered Nurse, is a graduate 
of St. Francis Hospital, Evanston, Illinois. They have 
five children, Ellen; Megan, Randy, Tom and Mike. 
The Piepers built a new home at 210 West 16th Street 
and moved in April, 1960. 


CHARLES T. WRIGHTS © 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Wright moved to Tama 


in August 1957, together with their daughter Donna. 
Mr. Wright was transferred from the Quincy, Illinois, 
offices of Packaging Corporation of America (then 
known as Central Fibre Products Company) to the 
Tama Mill where he assumed the duties of office 
manager. 


A son, Douglas, was born in January 1959. The 
family resides at 1005 Hall in Fulton’s Addition in a 
three bedroom ranch home completed in August 1961. 
The home is unique in this area with regard to the 
rough cut fir and larch siding. 

Prior to Charles’ employment with Packaging Cor- 
poration of America at Quincy, the Wrights were 
long time residents of Missouri where they both grad- 
uated from the University at Columbia. 

Charles is a World War II veteran, serving 33 
months in the Army Air Corps. He was recalled for 
19 months service during the Korean War. 


MRS. MILDRED KUPKA 


After the sudden passing away of her husband, 
Milo, Mrs.-Kupka decided to leave her farm west of 
Chelsea and make her future home in Tama. She 
moved into the new house she had built in Reid’s 
Addition in January 1961. 

Shortly before that time Dr. Martin Hoffer had 
transferred his dental practice to his new building in 
Tama and Mrs. Kupka became his dental assistant. 

Melvin Kupka, the only child, with his wife, Betty 
Lou, and daughter, Linda Lou, live on a farm near 
Dysart, Iowa. 


MRS. MABEL KIME ROUSE 


In 1917 a new family moved to Tama, Mrs. Mabel 
Kime Rouse and her daughter, Cleo. Mrs. Rouse 
worked for the Burly Shoe Store and later for many 
years for Theden Drug as a clerk. She now resides 
in St. Paul, Minn. Cleo was enrolled in the Tama 
School system and received her elementary and high 
school education here, graduating from Tama High 
School with a normal training diploma in 1929. While 
attending school she was employed by Argall and 
Guy Grocery and Bakery. Later she attended Mid- 
land Linotvpe School at Charles City, completing a 
course in 1930. She returned to Tama where she was 
employed by Central Fibre Co. 

In 1937 Cleo married Charles Melsa, son of the 
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MRS. CLEO MELSA 


Joseph Melsas Sr. of Toledo. Charles has been em- 
ployed the past 24 years at Packaging Corporation of 
America. He was formerly employed by Tama County 
on road construction. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Melsa 
have two sons, Cleon, 19, now a sophomore at the 
State University of Iowa, Iowa City, and Robert. 17, 
a junior at the Tama High School of the newly or- 
ganized South Tama County Community Schoo! Dis- 
trict. 


Cleo Melsa has been active in community affairs. 
She has served as president and district legislation 
chairman of the Tama Business and Professional 
Women’s Club, holds an office in the Royal Neigh- 
bors of America lodge, and was elected to serve as 
a member of the Tama school board (the first woman 
to be elected to this position in over 30 years). She is 
now serving as president of the Ladies Eagles Auxil- 
iary 2828 of which she is a charter member. She is 
affiliated with the Methodist Church and is a member 
of the W.S.C.S. and Mariam Circle. She is now em- 
ployed by the Tama News-Herald as a linotype op- 
erator, one of the few lady operators in this area. 


MR. AND MRS. R. DALE NAYLOR 


Mr. and Mrs. R. Dale Naylor came to Tama No- 
vember 7, 1960, where Mr. Naylor became manager 
of the Capri Lanes. They have three children, Cheryl 
L., Jon D. and Andrew K. 

Mr. Naylor served in the U.S. Coast Guard from 
October 6, 1941 to November 1946. 


THE DEES 


Jeremiah Dee, James Dee, and Henry Dee, broth- 
ers. Jeremiah Dee is the father of William Dee, Anna 


and Sarah Diana Dee Wolcott. He is the grandfather 
of Mrs. Lester (Sarah) Boriskey, Mrs. Gertrude Corns, 
Mrs. Fred Dolash, and Emaline Wolcott (deceased), 
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and Scott Dee, Clayton Dee, and Fern Dee Goudry. 

James Dee is the father of Lottie Dee Wolcott, 
Harry Dee (deceased), and Fannie Dee Hayes (de- 
ceased). He is the grandfather of Helen Wolcott Wil- 
son, Darlene Wolcott Memmer, Foster Wolcott, Gene 
Wolcott (deceased), and Ted Wolcott (deceased), and 
Glenn Dee, Harold Dee, Paul Dee, Ralph Dee, James 
Dee, Bonnie Dee Reisel, and Mae Dee Barclay. 

Henry Dee is the father of Earl Dee, Verna Butter- 
field Dee, Herb Dee, Bonnie Dee (deceased), and Fred 
Dee (deceased). He is the grandfather of Annabelle 
Dee Russell, Warren Dee, Ward Dee (deceased), 
Marilyn Mayo, and Earlene Dee Armandt, Donald 
Butterfield, and Isabelle Butterfield Miller, also Isa- 
belle Dee Kouba, Bessie Dee Kupka, Stanley Dee, 
Henry Dee, and Buelah Green. 


THE LAND OF THE MESQUAKIES 


Nestled in the Iowa River valley, in the southwest- 
ern part of Tama County, Iowa, are approximately 
4,000 acres of Indian land—the land of the Mesquak- 
ies. This is not a reservation set aside for the Indians. 
It is truly Mesquakie land—chosen by them, pur- 
chased by them and settled by them. Their first pur- 
chase was 80 acres; however, since the early purchases 
some additional land has been bought, bringing the 
total to 4,014 acres, according to the 1960 assessment 
rolls. An improved farm of about 500 acres is leased 
by the tribe to a white farmer. The rental fees pro- 
vide funds for county taxes. By law, the Mesquakies 
do not pay all county taxes, but they do pay the regu- 
lar county mill levy for state, county generai, second- 
ary roads, road clearing and weed eradication taxes. 
Of course, they are subject to all other state and fed- 
eral taxes, direct and indirect. Since an Act of Con- 
gress in 1924, ali American Indians have full rights 
of citizenship. 

On this land live some 400 men, women and chil- 
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dren in about 80 houses scattered throughout the 
settlement. There are electric power lines crossing the 
settlement, but less than half the homes have elec- 
tricity because of the cost of wiring and installing 
There are only three telephones on the settlement— 
one at the school, with an extension to the principal's 
home, one at Tama Crafts, and one at the deputy 
sheriff's home. Their water supply comes from wells. 
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Few of the homes have their own wells, and many 
families carry water for several miles. 

The land on which the houses stand is owned by 
the tribe, and permission to erect houses comes from 
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the tribal council. The houses are individually owned 
but the land beneath is owned by the tribe. The tribal 
council was organized and constitution adopted in 
1937. The present tribal council members are as fol- 
lows: George Youngbear, Chairman; Ed Davenport. 
Secretary; Kenneth Youngbear, Treasurer, with Frank 
Sanache, Horace Poweshiek, Curtis Youngbear and 
Charles Davenport as members. They are each elect- 
ed for a four-year term. 


A school, from first through sixth grade, is main- 
tained by the Bureau of Indian Affairs on the settle- 
ment. After the regular school year, a pre-school is 
offered for the boys and girls who will be entering 
first grade in the fall. Beginning with the seventh 
grade, children attend the public schools in Tama, 
the Federal Government paying their tuition and 
transportation, since the families on the settlement 
do not pay school tax. The first school on the settle- 
ment was built in 1880. This school burned and the 
Federal Government built a boarding school in 1597, 
but it was discontinued in 1910 due to poor attend- 
ance. Later two day schools were built about a mile 
apart and were conducted simultaneously. An attempt, 
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for one year, to send the children to public schools 
was opposed by the tribe and resulted in the building 
of the present school in 1937. The present staff con- 
sists of the following: Mr. Albert S. Fallers, Principal; 
Mrs. Edna Johnson, Teacher, Mrs. Blossom Hawkins, 
Teacher, Miss Evelyn Crawford, Teacher, Mr. Loman 
Kapayou, Bus Driver, Mr. Dewey Roberts, Janitor, 
Mrs. Rose Eagle, Cook, and Mrs. Carol Butler, Clerk- 
Steno. 

People on the settlement are subject to the same 
laws as other Iowa citizens, and are under the juris- 
diction of regular State courts. Because of the prob- 
lems on the settlement, a deputy sheriff, paid by the 
state, lives on the settlement. Even the most casual 
observer and converser with the Mesquakies senses 
that while there are many evidences of American life 
—clothing, cars, acceptance of public schools, employ- 
ment alongside white neighbors—that there is deter- 
mination on their part to maintain their own basic 
ways of life. This is an inner life, sacred and right for 
them. Children are taught these attitudes by their 
parents. They speak the Mesquakie language and 
must struggle with English when they first start 
school. Always, Mesquakie is their first language— 
spoken in the home, at their gatherings, and to each 
other in the presence of English speaking persons. 
The latter should not view this as a discourtesy, how- 
ever, it is just that it’s easier and quicker to speak 
Mesquakie. 

Tama Crafts, an industry on the settlement which 
produces silk screened tiles and note paper of un- 
usual charm and beauty, is better known outside Iowa 
than here at home. The artist, Charles Pushetonequa, 
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who created the designs for the tiles and notes, has 
had exhibits of his own works off the settlement, but 
they are not on permanent display at the settlement 
The people who work at Tama Crafts are limited in 
their production by lack of adequate working space 
A new building is in process of construction, but work 
on it is intermittent. 

The majority of the families follow their own form 
of Indian religion with its accepted rites and rituals. 
However, for many years—since 1893—there has been 
a United Presbyterian Mission Church on the settle- 
ment, and a number of the families are Christian. 

Although there is little formally organized recrea- 
tional activity for the people, the Indians have in- 
formally arranged group activities in which all mem- 
bers of the families may participate. These are usually 
held on the Pow-Wow grounds or in the recreational 
building (Stonehouse) on old Highway 30, or the 
school gym. There is a Boy Scout troop and two 4-H 
groups for girls. They also hold an annual Pow-Wow 
and have a Pow-Wow Association to manage the 
arrangements. The present officers of the association 
are: Horace Poweshiek, President, George Younghbear. 
Vice-President, Frank Sanache, Secret 
Keahna, Treasurer. They also have a twelve-member 
committee to help manage the Pow-Wow. Each 
officer and member is elected for a four-year term. 
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TAMA CENTENNIAL 


The following is the first of several articles printed 
in and through the courtesy of the Tama News-Herald 
inviting and urging Tama families to send their family 
histories, pictures, and etc., for free publication in the 
Tama Business and Professional Women’s Centennial 
Book. 

Centennial Book Committee, 
Mrs. Mae Davis, Chairman 
Mrs. Bess Ingles 
Mrs. Elma McRoberts 
Mrs. Pearl Snellenbarger, Presi- 
dent of Tama B.P.W. for 1961 
Genevieve Novotny, Treasurer 


‘GET OUT YOUR FAMILY ALBUM’ SAYS TAMA’S 
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL 
WOMEN’S CLUB 

Tama Centennial Year is 1962—one hundred years 
of progress and changes. In commemoration of this 
event a book will be published by the Tama Business 
and Professional Women’s Club, with the permission 
of the Tama Chamber of Commerce. 

This book will be approximately the size of a high 
school annual or year book. It will contain 200 pages 
which will be 9”x12” in size. The cover will be of 
double thick cover stock. 

With your co-operation we plan to have history and 
many pictures of Tama and Tama families who have 
been active in our town’s growth through the period 
1862-1962. 

We hope to record as accurately as possible the 
important growth of Tama and those who have 
pioneered our town. We are depending on you for 
family history, pictures and incidents which should 
be preserved for future generations. 

To the best of our knowledge there has been no 
publication or record of this type within the last 
50 years. The sentimental and historical value of this 
one hundred year record will increase with the pas- 
sage of time. 

Since there will be one publication only we must 
know within the next few weeks how many people 
wish to place orders. The price of the book is $5.00. 
You may pay the full amount of $5.00 now or you 
may pay $2.50 down and the balance of $2.50 upon 
receipt of the book. The book will be ready by July 
1962. 

Genevieve Novotny of the Tama State Bank will 
accept all orders. Below is an order blank for your 
convenience. 

Every merchant in Tama will be given the oppor- 
tunity to place his advertisement in this book—thus 
carrying the name of his business on into the future. 

Mrs. Dorothy Steies and Mrs. Dorothy Brooks have 
been appointed to call upon the merchants for their 
ads. Please co-operate. Thank you. 
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HAVING YOUR 
FAMILY HISTORY IN THE TAMA 
CENTENNIAL BOOK? 

If so, fill out blank and mail to: 

Mrs. Elma McRoberts 
901 Harding Street, Tama, Iowa 
Phone HU 4-2869 for details 


ALL TAMA GROUPS WILL ASSEMBLE 
TO PLAN CENTENNIAL 


Representatives of all the organizations in Tama 
have been asked to assemble at the regular city coun- 
cil meeting Monday, Feb. 5, at the City hall to form 
an organization which will direct and run the Cen- 
tennial celebration in July. 

Mayor E. C. Carnal has instructed City Clerk Bess 
Ingles to send notices to the churches, clubs, buisness 
women’s club, lodges, veterans’ organizations, and 
the Tama Chamber of Commerce to have representa- 
tives at the council meeting Feb. 5. At this meeting, 
Mayor Carnal will appoint a temporary chairman from 
this group who will direct and run the Centennial 
celebration which will be observed from July 9 to 
14, 1962. 


Did You Know .... 

In 1901 Tama had 3 weekly newspapers, 2 banks 
and 3 hotels and a street railway running from the 
depots to the court house in Toledo. 

Did You Know .... 

Back in 1910 Tama almost had a railroad line run- 
ning from north to south in a project to connect 
Waterloo and Kansas City, Mo. The line was surveyed 
as far south as the present highway No. 6 south of 
Sheridan, but the company failed before the survey 
was completed. 

Did You Know .... 

The first store was opened in Tama in the fall of 
1862 by J. H. Beaumont, who moved his stock of 
goods from a store he had operated in a small town 
in Marshall county. It was located on the lot now 
occupied by the Tama State Bank building. 

Did You Know .... 

In January of 1864 M. C. Murdough opened the 
third store in Tama and later built a small hotel. He 
later built the Clifton hotel which is still a familiar 
landmark of Tama and a going concern. 

Did You Know.... 

Years ago Tama was known to railroad men as 
“Little Chicago” partly because of its location between 
Chicago and Omaha and partly because it was head- 
quarters for what was known as the Burns gang which 
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had some troubles with railroad detectives on several 
occasions, 
Did You Know .... 

When Tama put in its first paving on main street 
back in 1914, it was necessary to wait until 4 o’clock 
in the morning to take out the old hitching posts 
because of the great opposition to their removal. 
Did You Know... . 

That in 1901 the Tama County News, published in 
Tama, reported that F. W. Mills had been operating 
the Twin City Laundry for 10 years? 

Did You Know... . 

Some years ago, when the Tama paper mill used 
straw as raw material, one of the most dreaded pos- 
sibilities was a fire in the straw yard. Such fires were 
started many times by sparks from switch engines 
and once started they burned for weeks and ruined 
the entire stock on hand. 

Did You Know . . 

One of the earliest users of automobile transporta- 
tion in Tama was Dr. Benj. Thompson. With Frank 
Graham as chauffer they were a familiar sight in 
Tama and surrounding territory, and farmers would 
stop their horses and hold them while the Doctor 
went by. 

Did You Know .... 

That although Booth’s Standard Oil Station has 
been in its present location for many years, it was 
once occupied by a granite works where monuments 
were made to order in Tama. 

Did You Know .... 

Tama once had a fair grounds located in south 
Tama where the Kupka processing plant is now 
located. 

Did You .Know . 

That in 1879 E. H. Price and M. C. Wilson ran 

wagon shops in Tama. 


Did You Know . 

That in 1901 there were 71 trains stopping at 
Tama’s two depots every day of the week? 

Did You Know .... 

The lot where Clifton’s Super Market and Dr. Hof- 
fer’s Dental Clinic are now located was once where 
C. G. Blythe & Son, excavating and grading con- 
tractors kept a great herd of mules through the winter 
months. When they moved out to a job in the spring 
it resemble a circus. both in the number of wagons 
and other eguipment and the tents they used for 
housing and stables while on location. 


Did You Know.... 

The first Tama firm to own and operate its own 
motor trucks was the J. H. Neil Creamery Co. This 
truck was an I.H.C. with high wheels, resembling 


wagon wheels, with narrow hard rubber tires. It 
burned what was known as motor spirits and was 
used to haul cream from the depots to the creamery. 


Did You Know .... 

Two of Tama’s early business establishments were 
brought here from Chelsea. C. K. Bodfish of Chelsea 
opened the second store in Tama when he moved his 
stock here in 1863 and also moved a warehouse busi- 
ness to Tama which he afterward changed into an 
elevator and bought the first grain delivered to Tama. 
The elevator was destroyed by fire in 1872. 


Did You Know .... 

Tama once had a broom factory? It was located 
on the property now occupied by the Lawrence Doran 
family and operated by a man named Rarnsdell. Mr. 
Ramsdell lived in the house and the factory building 
was where the garage now stands. 


Did You Know ... 

The once popular Spaulding automobile, which was 
built in Grinnell, produced a deluxe model which was 
designated as the Spaulding 50 and was displayed at 
Tama county fair. This was a large brown car with 
genuine leather upholstery and was called their 
“sleeper” model, as the back cushion of the front seat 
was hinged and could be laid back to connect with 
the rear seat cushion and make a bed. F. B. Penrose 
of Tama bought the car and had it for several vears. 
Leon Spooner of Tama also owned a Spaulding 50 
at one time. 


Did You Know .... 

Tama’s new police force brings to mind some of 
the police who served the city years ago, when Tama 
was a city of great railroad activity and the yards 
were infested with many characters of unknown pur- 
poses. One of the most courageous and efficient Tama 
policemen of that era was J. W. Shively, who was 
considered to be almost without fear of anything. 
When it was thought necessary to go to the railroad 
yards to pick up someone wanted by the law, “Jake” 
Shively proceeded to go after them even though on 
some occasions he knew it meant a gun battle. 


It is fitting that we here pay homage to those early 
pioneers and those who followed, whose courage, 
determination and vision have made it possible for 
us to enjoy the heritage that is now ours. May Tama 
ever go forward spiritually and physically, and may 
we each in our own small way contribute to the 
continued progress of TAMA. 


TAMA BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL 
WOMENS CLUB 
1961-1962 
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Tama Centennial Celebration 
July 8 to 14, 1962 


PROGRAM 


“From Covered Wagon to Station Wagon’’ 


JULY 8th — JULY 12th — 
Church Services. Kiddie Day, Kiddie Parade, Special Stage 
JULY 9th — Show (for the kids), Bohemian Band Concert. 
Fiddlers (All your old-time songs). 
Square Dance. JULY 13th — 
Professional Stage Show (Afternoon and Eve- 
JULY 10th a ning), Grand Ball, Belle Coronation. 
Professional Stage Show you won’t want to 
Sapte JULY 14th — 
JULY 11th — Grand Parade, Introduction of Visiting May- 
Ladies Style Show, Whisker Contest, Pie Eat- ors, Drill Teams, Indian Pow Wow, Profes- 
ing Contest. sional Stage Show. 


OFFICIAL CENTENNIAL BUTTON 
Entitles You to All Main Stage Events 


In case of rain the Stage Shows will be moved inside and it will be required 
to wear a Centennial Button for admittance. 


FOR ADDED ENTERTAINMENT AND FUN 


Carnival—All Week—Pie Eating Contest—Must Displays and Exhibits in all store windows. 
have beard to enter. (Many more to see but too big to put in a 
window.) 


Professional Stage Shows—Have been on TV and 


radio—Real good clean entertainment. Indian Village and Dances 


Parade—The biggest and by far the best you have atpatonity: Center 


ever seen in this area. Senior Citizens Day 
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Congratulations 


to the 
City of Tama on their 
lOOth Anniversary 
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MRS. JAMES BROWN RESIDENCE 
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Tama State Bank 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO TAMA 
on Their 


100th Anniversary 


Sherm’s Place 


Junior & Loretta Quigley 
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U-R-Next Barber Shop 


Congratulations to Tama on 


Your 100th Anniversary 


MAYOR E. C. CARNAL 
Owner 


Western Buyers 
— Hog Buyers — 
Competitive daily 
hog market 


We congratulate the community for 
their 100th anniversary, which we 


have been a part of for 31 years. 


JOE DUFFY 
Manager 


Congratulations Tama on 


Your 100th Anniversary 


We have served the farmers of this 


community for 32 years. 


Funks Seed Corn 


Dise and mower grinding 


a specialty 


Syd's Mower & Feed Service 


TAMA, IOWA 
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* 
Veferans of Foreign Wars Schroeder's Photograph 
| * 


Potters Wrecking Co. 
* 


William Kvidera No. 6607 Pelham’s Garage & Wrecker 


Tama, lowa 
Officers 1961-62 Service 


Comndr. John Kopecky 
Sr. Vice Comndr. James Sorenson > 
Jr. Vice Comndr. James Kirkaldy .ow 
Quartermaster LeRoy Smith Laird S Dept. Store 
Canteen Manager Melroy Werner ie 


Auxiliary Officers 1961-62 1 G R 
President Pearl Croskrey esfer . ayman 
Sr. Vice Pres. Doris Roeder 
Jr. Vice Pres. Mary Rund ; 
Treasurer Kathleen Werner Carpenter and Cabinet Work 


© s Black's Dairy 


Congratulations for 100 
Successful! years 
From the Members of 


Hiram of Tyre Lodge No. 203 


Active in Tama Since 1866 


Distributor of Sanitary 


Farm Dairies Products. 


And The Members of 
The Tama Chapter of 


“Order of Eastern Star No. 424 


' Active in Tama Since 1908 


Oy yo Tama & Toledo HU 4-4381 


JIM BLACK, Distributor 
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DUANE CORY HOME 
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‘We moved to new quarters 
this Centennial Year 3% 


‘ise oS 1 
seh ret: n'y eit aes - - ~ 
pe s aamae ii sect bt : 3 
Sidi 7 _— a ie 
2: 4 
ee pmrmemrer 
am | a 


ee 


_ 4 
a 

‘ aed ee eee < 

a Sn a : : 

cl ~ -—_ ine een ee 

a 


OUR FORMER LOCATION OUR NEW / BUILDING 


The Tama News-Herald, successor to earlier publications 
through consolidaticns and continuations, has-been on the job 
a long time reporting on the Tama scene and the growth of the 
City. Almost all of Tama’s first 100 years have been recorded by 
newspapers. The first newspaper in the city was the Tama Citizen, 
founded in 1866. It was taken over by the Tama Herald which 
then consolidated with the Tama News. 


Today, after 100 years of service, the Tama News-Herald is 
ready to start another 100 years of service in the community with 
a new building and new equipment to insure a continuation of 
service to both reader and advertiser. 


Geared to the future, with room for expansion and any new 
methods to be developed, Tama is assured of having a newspaper 
it can depend on for many years to come which will keep local 
people informed, give local merchants an up-to-date advertising 
medium, produce commercial printing for the local trade and 
give local residents employment in the printing and publishing 
business. 


The Tama News-Herald 


“South Tama County’s Newspaper of the Future” 
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Congratulations 
on 
A Century of Progress 


“Tama a Progressive City” Haberman’s Store 


Sundries and Gifts 


Serving This Community 


Since 1949 


pay SER SORE ek an 


Jane and George Haberman 


Tt 1 
Gregory's Clothing 
“ON THE CORNER” 
TAMA, IOWA 
Thelma and Harold Gregory 


Your Authorized International Harvester 
Dealer Welcomes You to Tama’s 100th 


Anniversary Celebration. 


While here see us for International 


trucks, McCormick farm implements, 


Farmall tractors. 


Custer Implement and 


#ABBISOTS Hardware 
Beant vure FUNERAL Hone S> This family serving this farming 
and FLOWER SHOP community for 39 years. 
_ Phone HUnter 4-4120- KENNETH CUSTER, Owner 


and HUnter 4-3400 
“TAMA, IOWA 
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TAMA LIVESTOCK AUCTION 


Our “Hats Are Off” to a community that has been good to 


us. Although we are one of this city’s newest businesses, we 


are one of lowa’s oldest livestock auctions. In the past four 


years we have grown from one of the smaller auctions in the 


area to one of the leaders with the latest and most up-to-date 


marketing systems in the state. 


John W. Rhodes 


Owner and Auctioneer 
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MASON FUNERAL HOME 


Tama, lowa 
ARTHUR MASON, Owner 


Funeral Director since 1920 


Member of lowa Funeral Directors and 


National Funeral Directors Associations 
Serving All Faiths 
Day and Night Ambulance Service 
Phone HUnter 4-2420 
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PRESENT HOME OF MR. AND MRS. HAROLD J. DAVIS 
Built ond formerly occupied by Mrs. James A. Brooks. At one time also owned by VY. H. 
Greenup, Dr. Carpenter and John Borishey. 
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; WILLIAM KALIBAN RESIDENCE 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO TAMA 
~ On This ‘alba City's 100th Birthday 


For over 62 years this store 
| jj has served this community in 
ese - the same location. 
=| We are proud to have shared 


a ay on in the growth and progress of 
i] = * a) ; | Tama. 
— Lester V. Fulton 
Owner since 1947 


Tama THE BEE HIVE lowa 


Congratulations and Best Wishes to Tama and 


Community on their {00th Anniversary 


Kupka Niarket & Locker Plant 


Serving You 42 Years 
1920-1962 


Josephine Kupka & Son Charles J. Kupka 
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Tama Nursing Home 
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Registered & LPN Nurses in Charge 24 Hours 
Clean Home—Good Nursing Care—Good Wholesome Food 


Special Diets — Automatic Sprinkler System 


AIR CONDITIONED =~ ~—_—-VISITORS WELCOME 


Out-of-town and state inquiries invited 


“A HOME—NOT AN INSTITUTION” 


MR. AND MRS. ELMER WILSON — Owners 
Tama HU 4-458] 
800 Harmon Tama, la. 
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Congratulations to Tama 
for one hundred years 


of progress 


We sell the earth and 
Insure what’s on it 


Kensinger Real Estate 


and Insurance 
INSURE WITH MERLE 


Kriegel Nursing Home 
STATE LICENSED 


Henry & Verna Arp, Owners 


Aged—Invalids—Rest Patients 
Competent and Efficient Personnel 
Licensed Registered Nurse 
Good Food 
Special Diets 
Clean Rooms and Beds 


Automatic Fire Detection 


CONGRATULATIONS 
TO 
TAMA 


We missed part of the first one 
hundred years but plan to be 


cround for the next hundred. 


Hill Oil Co. 


TAMA, IOWA 


Beale’s Elevator 


TAMA, IOWA TOLEDO, iOWA 
Established 1897 


Grain-Coal—Feed-Seeds 


We have maintained a grain market 
in Tama for 64 years, through good 
times, four depressions and paid cash 


for grain when Tama had no bank. 


N.S. Beale & Son Co. 


J. T. McNally, Gen. Manager 
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Trish Egg & Poultry Co. 


Kenneth Irish Carl T. Irish 
PROCESSORS AND PACKERS OF FINE QUALITY EGGS 


Wholesalers & Distributors 
of 


Fresh Frozen Ready-To-Cook Poultry of all Kinds. 


Tama lowa 
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REINBRECHT 


Hardware & Furniture 


TAMA, IOWA 


1948-1962 


Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Reinbrecht & Sons Congratulate 
Tama and its vast trade area on 100 years of progress 


CONGRATULATIONS Twin City Launary 
from TAMA, IOWA 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Shilhanek 1394-1962 
& Sons 


68 YEARS OF 


Prompt—Reliable—Service 


Larry—-Tom—Steve—Mike 


Shilhanek Well Co. 
Well Drilling One Location 


65 years of records and experience 


is your protection. F. W. MILLS FAMILY MANAGEMENT 
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Walt's Radio & TY Service 


Congratulates Tama on 


ongr ~Tama Furniture Co. 
| their 100th Anniversary 7 


Sylvania Congratulates Tama on their 


Philco 100th Anniversary 


SALES AND SERVICE 


We Service all Makes Al Brown, Owner 


Mildred and Walt Fuller 


HOTEL CLINTON 


CONGRATULATIONS 
TAMA 
ON YOUR 100th 
| ANNIVERSARY 


Congratulations on 
The Small Modernized Hotel 
100 Years of Progress 


RON and VERA FULLER, 
Owners 


Dr. Durwood D. Davis 


VETERINARIAN 
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Established 1942 


cee A 


re iain Hatchery and Farm Stor 


Tama, lowa 


Raymond R. Sires — Daisy E. Sires 


Thank You, Tama! You have contributed much fo our success. 


Wayne Feeds — Baby Chicks — Mobile Milling 


Congratulations on a Century 


of progress. 


Back in 1922 when we started busi- 
ness we delivered groceries with a team 
of mules. Now we deliver groceries ina 
120 mile radius of Tama with a fleet 
of seven fast trucks. 


Earl Spooner & Son 
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Congratulations to the 
citizens of Tama on 
100 years of growth 


We have had the pleasure of serving 
your community for 39 years. 


Prusha Motor Co. 
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King Tower 
CONGRATULATIONS 


Cafe, Motel, & i to Tama on their 


Filling Station 100th year anniversary 


In Operation Since 1937 Island of Capri Lanes 


q I Hi-way 30 
One of the early pioneers’ 


DR. A. B. BARBIERI 


WESLEY and IRENE MANSFIELD 
Owner 


“On Hiway 30” 


Royal Dairy Congratulations to Tama 


on their 100th year. 
Manufacturers of 


ome-made Royal Ice Cream 
Serving this community for 14 years. 


Butter and Milk 


C. M. BOUSKA Inman's Better Gas For Less 


Owner 
George Inman, Owner 


TAMA, IOWA 
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Spahn & Rose Lumber Co. 


TAMA, IOWA | 


BUILDING MATERIALS AND READY MIX CONCRETE 
FINANCE PLANS —CONTRACTING — FREE ESTIMATES 


Serving This Community for 34 Years 


“Chet” Chrisinger 
MANAGER 


Congratulations 


TAMA FLORIST 


My Best Wishes to Greenhouse and Shop 


Tama and Community. 


“IN FLORAL SERVICE SINCE 1940” 


Koppers Company, Inc. 


GEORGE W. KIMREY 
VELMA & STAN SCHREIBER 


Ve Ni 
F ye 


a 
a) 
Tu 


, I 


Pecian pies.) be 


re eer aa | 


"i i 3 f C | eh kel 
) | thee 


eens a 


ae aa “ e 
yaar a 
~ A apis | 


Fone - ar Wit 7 we i r 
fas oe oy 2 So alk eee 


Rene as a di 
es 


oy a ; f 


‘y ; 


a Po Oe 
iu 


tn " 
eh dee aad ate 


Wilkinson's Cities Service 


Compliments of CITIES 


Dr. A. J. Wentzien A) 


SERVICE 


Congratulations Tama on 


Dr. A. J. Havlik Your 100th Anniversary 


We have served this community 


29 years 
MARION and IRENE, Owners 


Olsen Machine Shop Congratulations 


on your 


: 100th Anniversary 
Congratulations Tama 


on your 100th Anniversary 


Harvey E. Fox 


INSURANCE SERVICE SINCE 1929 
Serving this community 


for 34 years 


Phone: Office HU 4-2040 
Grant H. and Vernon R. Olsen 205 W. Fourth St. 
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Tama Paint Store 


Wallpaper & Glass 
HU 4-3281 Tama, lowa 


Lee and Joan Fisher 


ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS 
TO TAMA 


HERB & PHYLLIS NORTON 


Mary C. Thompson 
Insurance Agency 


A Nome Synonymous with Years of Dependable 
Insurance Service by Outstanding Stock 
Companies Such as 


The Fidelity & Casualty Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 
Co. of New York Seaboard Fire & Marine 


Ge: Lam t 


New York Underwriters Insurance Co. 
of the Hartford Insurance Group 
610 Harmon Street Tama, lowa 
Telephone HUnter 4-3440 
_Edna Means, Manager 
Eleanor Ogden, Assistant 


Congratulations to Tama o} 


Their 100th Anniversary 


Claude's 
TV-Radio-Refrigeration 
Service 


CLAUDE & CARRIE CASHATT 
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Tama on it’s first 100 Years & & *& 1962 


” 


Your kitchen, with modern “built-ins 


AND FOR THE BETTER! No more slaving 
is comfortable-temperature just right, 


over hot stoves, doing back-breaking, 


tedious work in poorly ventilated, ill- S47 lighting adapted to your needs. 
lighted rooms. 


Nowadays, your busy helpers, Penny, 5 Die ool ELEGTRIG: «ge tten have changed. And aren't 


Therm and Reddy Kilowatt, do the~ aN LIGHT & POWER We look forward to serving the 


housekeeping-automatically cooking, ee COMPANY Bez citizens of Tama in the second Century 
cleaning, heating water, laundering. C) of Progress. 
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We Are Proud 
To Have A Share 
In The Continuing Progress 
of Tama 
Meefing the Demands 
For 
Improved Telephone Service 


Magneto Crank Style—To Common Battery —To Dial 
Plus All The Advanced Services and Colors Available 


Our Heartiest Congratulations! 


Central lowa Telephone Co. 
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_- Mills Theatre 


TAMA, IOWA 


Movies are your best 


entertainment 


Fuller's Beefburger 


Congratulations to Tama on 


their 100th Anniversary 


We extend to all a most cordial 
welcome to visit our cafe while 


in the city. 


MARIAN and WILLARD FULLER 


KALIBAN’S 


Bottle Gas and Natural Gas 
Service 


We sell and install bottle gas and 
natural gas appliances. Service anything 


that burns gas. 


Licensed and bonded mechanics 


25 years experience in bottle gas service 


Kaliban’s Bottle Gas Service 


TAMA, IOWA 


Complete Tire Service 
Car — Truck — Tractor 


New—Used—Recaps—Repairing 


Front Wheel Alignment 
Wheel Balancing & Truing 
Tractor Tires our Specialty 
On the Farm Tire Service 


O.K. Tire Store 


405 STATE 
HUnter 4-3202 TAMA 
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The Borden Company 


IF IT’S BORDENS IT HAS 
TO BE GOOD 
Congratulations on your 
100th Anniversary 


HAROLD PAGEL 
Your Wholesale Man 


VIRGIL McNAMEE 
Your Retail Man 


a van F 1h a 
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Tamo’s Historic Band stand which is moved to Main 
Street before each band concert. Believed te be the only 
band stand of this type equipped with eave and down 
spouts. 


Subordinate Lodge No. 152 
Organized 1867 


Diamond Link Rebekah Lodge No. 176 
Organized 1893 


Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows 


TAMA, [OWA 
Seneca Encampment No. 135 
Organized 1890 


Ladies Encampment Auxiliary No. 135 
Organized 1928 


Peters Shoe Store 


Your Shoe Service Man Since 1936 


Shoes—Rubber Footwear—Hosiery and 


Gloves—Leathergoods and complete 


line of Polishes 


JOHN & ESTHER 
HU 4-2421 
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Bru Electric TAMA 


Plumbing Heating 


Perry's Clover Farm Store 
Motor Repair | 


Zenith 
Congratulates you on 
Norge 
Easy 100 years of progress 
BUD — BEAU 
BARB — BETTY — BYRON We are happy we have been a 
BRU 


part of Tama’s History. 


Congratulations to Tama on Reaching its 100th Birthday 


Mutual Loan and Savings Association 
of Tama, lowa 


MUTUAL LOAN AND SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OF TAMA, IOWA, ARE VERY 
PROUD TO HAVE BEEN IN BUSINESS AT TAMA CONTINUOUSLY SINCE JULY 2, 


1889, OR 72 YEARS OF YOUR 100 YEARS, WITHOUT A LOSS TO A SINGLE DE- 
POSITOR. 


Over these years this conservative, safe and sound institution has played an impor- 
tant part in this community by helping hundreds of people to own their own homes. 


Guard and wisely invest your funds by taking a savings account, today, in... 


Mutual Loan and Savings Association of Tama, lowa 
Our officers and directors are always glad to assist you. 


SEE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS: 
H. F. McRoberts, President Jas. H. and Walter J. Willett, Attorneys 
H. L. McRobert Vice President E. G. Polka, Secretary and Treasurer 
Merle R. Kensinger; C. E. Sackett; Chas. Viasak and Harold J. Davis 
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Refrigerators 

Television 
Ranges 

Washers 

Dryers 
Wiring 
TAMA ELECTRIC 
HU 4-266 
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Disposals 
Air Conditioners 
Dish Washers 


R. 0. THOMAS & CO. 


Furnaces “ Ss 50) 
‘ Big See 
Plumbing Ke pak, “ 
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We Are Proud 
to Wish 


Tama a 


Happy 100th Anniversary 


Tama Business and Professional Women’s Club 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


City of Tama 


Compliments Of 


Packaging Corporation of America 
Tama Nill 


(872 —192 TAMA, IOWA TAMA, IOWA 
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Moore Charm 


Congratulations Beauty Salons 
Tama No. 1—Tama No. 2—Chelsea 
“s o mt 
May your second 100 years be as- “ “DS ‘ oe 
prosperous and successful as the SS Sa =), 
first hundred has been. ad Oe: 
Tama Cleaners litiiniacotenienadl ats 
LeVerne and Helen Forrester BONNIE MOORE 


Owners THE FINEST IN BEAUTY CARE FOR 


THE DISCRIMINATING WOMAN 


tlectrical Service 
Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning 


“Service is part of our name.” 


Norge and Hotpoint Williamson & Century 


Sales & Service Heating & Cooling 


DIAL 
HU 4-3222 


You Call Us and We Will Wire You 
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Brooks By-Lo Groce 


A and Save the Brooks Food Way 
Your Cash Savings is Your Proof 


Everything for the Table Under One 
; Roof 


Happy Anniversary 
Tama 


J. WILL—DOROTHY—JAY 


Quality Grocery 


Our Specialty: 
a= ») Lady Borden 


Ice Cream, 


Candies & 
full line of 


Groceries. 


A, vate Open daily 
a oy 3 , 

bs pees wetsteae from 7:30 a.m. 
——— to 10:00 p.m. 
This family has given their dependable 
service to this county for over a half 

century in the same location. 
PETER and JOSEPHINE SATARIANO 
Owners 


107 W. Third Phone—-HU 4-2203 


Manatfs Sand & Gravel 


Looking forward to the 


next 100 years— 


HOME OFFICE MANATTS INC. 
BROOKLYN, IOWA 


JUNIE-——MERLIN—CLAIRE 
MANATT 


Bohemian Mutual 
Insurance Assn. 


Fire-Wind-Liability-Casualty 


Locally Owned 
Organized—1867 
GEORGE A. DOLASH, Pres. 
Tama, lowa 219 W. 4th St. 


H. P. CHERVENY, Secretary 
Phone HU 4-3020 
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Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Tama—Toledo Aerie and Auxiliary 2828 


Tama, lowa 


Liberty — Truth — Justice — Equality 
1948 - 1962 
600 MEMBERS 


Congratulations to Tama 


on their 100th Anniversary 


Playie’s Food Market 


HU 4-3685 TAMA, IOWA 


Baked Goods 


Baked Fresh Daily ENJOYED THE PLEASURE OF 


SERVING YOU FOR 11 YEARS 


Wiese’s Tavern 


Ethel & Wilbert Wiese 


Clark, Lucille & Peggy 
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We hope 
“Every day is sale day” 
or every merchant in Tama 
for the next 100 years. 
Congratulations Tama 


CHEVROLE Tf 


.loyd McCullough 
Chevrolet-Cadillac 


“Everyday is Sale Day” 
TAMA IOWA 


Congratulations, Tama 


from 


Turbeft Insurance Agency 


123 West 13th St., Tama, Iowa 


Insurance is our Business 


Not a Sideline 


Congratulations to Tama 


on their 100th Anniversary 


Dr. B. K. Teater 


CHIROPRACTOR 


01 McClellan Tama, lowa 
Phone HU 4-3420 


Zigler Nursing Home 


Licensed nurse on duty 
Fome-like atmosphere 
Good Nursing care 
State licensed and approved 
Spurling fire alarm system 
LEONARD and BETTY ZIGLER, 


Owners 


600 Hall HU 4-2147 


‘gwat oro A me tea ELT 


azenizsG wo ef commas 
eilsbig © to: 


emoH priewlt relpik 
“ha so apn boenssid 
erod geome. ostil-emoH 
e109 nana boot 


Hyland & Morris Kubalek’s Tavern 


ATTORNEYS 
May Tama Continue 


Mike Hyland (1886-1958) tolerogress 

JOHN F. KUBALEK 

105 East Third Street 
TAMA, IOWA 


JOHN HYLAND 


BEN MORRIS 


Zobels 


Barber & 
Beauty Shop 


1 Insurance & 


// Real Estate 
y 
/ | 
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COMPLIMENTS OF Noon Barber Shop mectings on local 


Dr. M. R. Bovenmyer 
Optometrist 


politics, gossip, farming, football, 


fishing, law and education. 


Also shaves, haircuts, real estate 


and Insurance. 
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WE'RE ONLY 
16 YEARS OLD 


(Our First Store Established 1946) 


BUT WE’RE HELPING 
TAMA TO GROW 
WITH 
APPETITE-PLEASING 
FOODS 
AT LOW PRICES 


Clifton's Modern, 


Convenient Super Market 
13th and McCiellan Streets 
TAMA 
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Plus FREE 
BIG DOLLAR STAMPS 
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Ben Franklin Store 


Congratulations 
to 


Tamoa’s 100th Year 


Clyde and Olive Stone 


Tomahawk Sweet Shoppe 


Best Wishes to Tama 


on their 100th Anniversary 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Salomone 


and 


Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Salomone 


Congratulations 
on 100 Years of Progress 
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Rosheim Rexall Drug Store 
PRESCRIPTIONS 
Phone HU 4-3460 Tama, lowa 


Nagle Auto Sales 


HUnter 4-406] 
TAMA, IOWA 
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Compliments 


of 


Dr. M. H. Hoffer 


DENTIST 


Cities Service Petroleum 
Products 


TIRES—BATTERIES—ACCESSORIES 


GASOLINE—FUEL OIL—-GREASE 


CALL 


C. A. HOUSTON, Consignee 
Phone HU 4-2200 


Standard Oil Products 


TANK WAGON 
E. E. Posusta, Agent 
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| John Graff, Driver Salesman 
Phone 4-2946, Tama, lowa 
PROMPT SERVICE 12 YEARS 


STATION 

L. C. Booth 
Phone 4-3480, Tama, lowa 
Better Service For 40 Years 


Tama Easy Wash 


Congratulates Tama on 


their 100th Anniversary 


OWNERS 
Kenneth E. Carson 


Marvin Helgren 
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BEST WISHES EX) 

Dee “es es 

To Our Friends and Neighbors of Tama = uy PES | 
Serving This Community Since 1945 pf : 
Bae 3 

Leo and Dorothy Steies a 3 
— CONGRATULATIONS =o <4 

Bai og AND BEST WISHES TO =. wee 


Bo a 


1), AlR ON THEIR bi Se 
100th BIRTHDAY 


It has been our pleasure to serve this community for the 
past 27 years, and we hope many more. 


Denny's Brownbilt Shoe Store 
Shoes — Rubber Footwear — Hosiery 


| HAROLD J. and MAE DAVIS, Mgrs. 
TAMA IOWA 
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Congratulations & Best Congratulations Tama on 


Nishes to all of Tama on 100 years of growth 


; your 100th Anniversary It has been our pleasure to have 
helped in that growth for nearly 
fifty years. 


Marshall's Cafe Turbett Masonry 


Cement work — Plastering 


(Home of Giant Tenderloin) CHUCK TURBETT E. G. TURBETT 

ee ‘ sf ae i 

JOAN & CHARLES MARSHALL ae CA ced 
AP EA 


Serving the public since 1948 ? wot ‘ c? 


Siar nGs rO TAMA Pitcher Custodial Home 
ON A CENTURY 313 Siegel St. Tama, lows 
Li No. 97 

OF PROGRESS jactatie ay 

Willeft & Willett ae i, 

a 4 nee 6 — ee 

ATTORNEYS aaa a 2 

ie Pee Anat ey in ta 
Commenced practice in Tama pee SG, Mi : AO iat i LA 
) if -0 VO Geet etal EES © 
‘the late Judge James W. Willett its reer ere 
| 1873-1940 Bey scenes Pega 


James H. 1904 Wolter J. 1934 


A rest home for the aged 
Wm. S. Willett 1991-1906 


Retired Good food and good care 


215 West 3rd Street Owned by Dr. Linnie Pitcher 
TAMA, IOWA Phone HU 4-4461 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 
100th ANNIVERSARY 


1932 - 1962 
30 years in retail business 


Kilcoins Ready fo Wear 


/ 
. 


Butler's Jewelry 


Guarantced Watch Repair 


WATCHES a 

Elgin—Wyler—Bulova = Li 

DIAMONDS si 
Columbia—Cosmic 


Queen Size 


CHINA 
T. M. James 


SEWING MACHINES & SEWING MACHIN 
REPAIR — GIBSON GREETING CARDS 


Wallace & Carol Butler, Owners 
113 W. 3rd — HU 4-4241 


Wheelers Barber Shop 


Congratulations 
to the citizens of Tama on 


their 100th Anniversary 


Troy and Terry 


Congratulations 


to Tama on their 100th 


Anniversary 


Hayward Roofing Co. 


MIHDAM OMIWGE A ZEINDAM cuarwat 
205A) BMITEID MOLD — NATE 
rroawO valtel torod p) ponliaW 

TASDb UH — bee Ww ert 


ce . bum 4 


Rs Ae yf ‘ape 


ancitolutorena 


- g1007 sierls no pint ot 


co aitood brewyall 


: cae OE bath Mie y His impo 


ae ; 
' donee write “tS tH getty 
an es Feeoae cen eae 


Since 1948 We Have Served Central Iowa 
Farmers With The Finest In 
- Products and Service 
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Manufacturers of Neil Special Blend Feeds 
for livestock and poultry 


Special Blend Flaked Dog Food 


ROOCORDUONOLEOULRGONN ACOSO AION TOD EDUNOT OR AOR aR EOD UO SORANCROTOERSEREOHODNGENOCTORSR TO SE ORES REDD EC OOROS EERE SRCERORESTED 


Distributors Of 
Animal Biologics, Pharmaceuticals, Agricultural Chemicals 


Stockman Supplies, Feed Ingredients, Seeds 


Te 


THE ADRIAN M. NEIL COMPANY 


TAMA IOWA 
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